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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act requiring the child support recovery unit within the 

2 department of human services to fuction as the statewide 

3 child support collection agency for the receipt and dis-

4 tribution of all temporary and pernanent child and 

5 spousal support payments. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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l Section 1. Section 234.39, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

2 1985, is amended to read as follows: 

3 A dispositional order of the juvenile court requiring the 

4 provision of foster care shall establish, after notice and a 

5 reasonable opportunity to be heard is provided to a parent or 

G guardian, the amount of the parent's or guardian's liability 

7 for the cost of foster care provided by ~he depart~ent. In 

8 establishing the amount of the liability, the court shall take 

9 into consideration the department's schedule of charges, and 

10 if the amount established deviates from the schedule of 

11 charges, the court shall explain the deviation in its order. 

12 The order shall direct the payment of the liability to the 

13 ele~~-of-~he-d±~~~ie~-eotl~t child support recove~y unit for 

14 tne use of the department's foster care recovery unit. The 

15 order shall be filed with the clerk of the district court and 

16 shall have the same force and effect as a judgment when 

17 entered in the judgment docket and lien index. The eie~k 

18 child support recovery unit shall disburse the payments 

19 pursuant to the order and e~te~ record the disbursements ±n-6 
20 ~eeo~d-book. If payments are not made as ordered, the ete~k 

21 child support recovery unit shall ce~tify a default to the 

22 court and the court may, on its own mo~ion, proceed under 

23 section 598.22 or 598.23. A dispositional order establishing 

24 the amount of a parent's or guardian's liability for the cost 

25 of foster care shall not vacate a prior court order which 

26 establishes the parent's or guardian's child support 

27 obligation. 

28 Sec. 2. Section 252A.l3, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 

30 252A.l3 RECIPIENTS OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE -- ASSIGNMENT OF 

31 SUPPORT PA~MENTS. 

32 A person entitled to periodic support payments pursuant to 

33 an order or judgment entered in a uniform support action under 

34 this chapter, who is also a recipient of public assistance, is 

35 deemed to have assigned the person's rights to the support 
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l payments, to the extent of public assistance received by the 

2 person, to the department of human services. The department 

3 shall immediately notify the e+e~k-of-ee~~t-by-ma±+ child 

~ support recovery unit when a person entitled to support 

5 payments has been determined to be eligible for public 

6 assistance. Bpon-notif±eat±on-by-the-de~a~tment-that-a-pe~~on 

7 ent±t±ed-to-pe~±od±e-~~pport-payment~-~~r~~ant-to-th±~-ehapter 

8 ±~-~eee±•±ng-p~bi±e-a~~i~tanee 1 -the-eier~-of-eo~rt-~ha±i-make 

9 a-notat±on-of-the-a~tomat±e-ass±gnment-±n-t~e-j~dgment-doeket 

10 and-iien-index.--~he-no~ation-eonst±t~te~-eonstr~et±•e-notiee 

ll of-the-a~~ignment. The eierk-of-eo~rt child support recovery 

12 unit shall forward support payments received pursuant to 

13 section 252A.6, to which the· department is entitled, to the 

14 department, unless the court has ordered the payments made 

15 directly to the department under subsection 12 of that 

16 section. The department may secure support payments in 

17 default through proceedings prescribed in this chapter. The 

18 clerk of the district court shall furnish the department with 

19 copies of all orders or decrees awarding support to parties 

20 having custody of minor children when the parties are 

21 receiving public assistance. 

22 Sec. 3. Section 252B.5, Code 1985, is amended by adding 

23 the following new subsection: 

24 NEW SUBSECTION. 6. Function as the statewide child 

25 support collection agency for the receipt and distribution of 

26 all temporary or permanent support payments ordered under 

27 chapter 252A, chapter 598, or chapter 675, or under a 

28 comparable statute of a foreign jurisdiction, or received 

29 through setoff of a state or federal income tax refund or 

30 rebate. 

31 S~c. 4. Section 2520.1, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

32 follows: 

33 252D.l DELINQUENT SUPPORT PAYMENTS -- ASSIGNMENT OF 

34 INCOME. 

35 l. All orders of support shall direct the payment of the 
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l support to the e3:~ri(-o~-the-d!-~t!"i-e~--eettrt c:-:.:.~_<;_1 .suooort 

2 recovery unlt pursuant to section 598.22. 

3 2. 

4 subsection 12, section 598.2l.! or ~::o" 61S.25, or under_9_ 

5 comoarable statute o.f a Eo!~y:;n jcns_dicr:o~~cert:if_ied_to 

6 ~he child suppott recovery unit.!. are ~.ot: paul ::o the d-e,i<-oE 

7 the-di~t!"~et-eotlrt child _s~pport re~overy u~it pursua~t to 

8 section 598.22 and becOir<e delinquent in an anount equal to the 

9 payment for one month, the-eie~~-er the child s~pport recovery 

10 unit e~t8bti~hed-~nde~-~eetien-i§~8;2-~ay-eert~fy-a-defantt-to 

11 the-eon~t;--~he-eont"t-~ha~t-o~der-the-def8nit~ng-?er~on-to 

12 8~~t9n-to-the-e:!:e~~-that-?erti:on-oE-the ~t:al ~ c:,_•.dera:o 

13 assignment of income a:1d notifv an empl0yer, trustee, or 

14 payor by certified rr.ail of the order <;>f the assigr::ne::t of 

15 ir.come r~guir ir.g t~te withholdir.g of specified sums to be 

16 deducted from the delinquent person's peri0cic earnings, trust 

17 income, or other income sufficient to pay the support 

18 obligation and the oayment of such sums to the ch.ild support 

19 recovery unit. The assignment of income is binding on an 

20 existing or future employer, trustee, or other payor ten days 

21 after the receipt of the order by certified . ' malJ.. The amount 

22 of an assignment of income shall not exceed the amount 

23 specified in 15 U.S.C. ~ee-:- ~ l673b. The assignment of income 

24 has priority over a garnishment or an assignment for a purpose 

25 other than the support of the dependents in the court order 

26 being enforced. The eo~~~ child suooort recovery unlt may 

27 modify or revoke the o~der-~~on-the-~eqnes~-of-the-ehitd 

28 3~??0~~-reeowery-n"i~-and-~ay-modify-er-~evo~e-rhe-oPdeP 

29 assignment of income at a:-~y oehe~ time in circumstances 

30 including but not limited to full payment of all delinguencjes 

31 or the attai:-~ment of maJority by or emar:~!pation ot a child. 

32 3. A person entitled by court order ~o receive st:pport 

33 payments or a person responsible for enforcing such a court 

34 order may petition the eo~~~ child support recovery unit for 

35 an assignment of income. If the petition is verif1ed and 

-3-



S.F. c2 (p() ll. ?. 

1 establishes that support payments are delinq~ent in an amount 

2 equal to the pay~ent for one xonth and if the ~ou~t child 

3 support rP.covery unit detetm~~es;-eft~r-?~~v~O~~~-er. 

4 o~po~tu~~~y-fe~-a-he6~i~q; that notice of the Dandatory 

5 assignment of income as provided in section 2S20.3 has beer. 

6 given, the eeurt child support recovery unit shal: dee~are-a 

7 det6ult-a~d order an assignment of income under subsection 2. 

8 Sec. 5. Section 2520.2, subsection 2, Code 1985, is 

9 amended to read as follows: 

10 2. The payor shall withhoid and transmit the amount 

11 specified in the order of assignment to the eier~-ot-the 

12 di~triet-eou~t child su2port recovery unit until the notice 

13 that the motion to quash has been granted is received. 

14 Sec. 6. Section 2520.3, Code 1985, is amended ~o read as 

15 follows: 

16 2520.3 NOTICE OF ASSIGNMENT. 

17 All eeurt orders for support entered on or after July 1, 

18 l984 shall notify the person ordered to pay support of the 

19 mandatory assignment of income required under section 2520.1 

20 upo~-the-per~o~~~-defauit. However, for eeurt orders for 

21 support entered before July l, 1984, the-eier~-ot-the-di~triet 

22 eou~t; the child support recovery unit, or the person entitled 

23 by the eotlrt order to receive the support payments, shall 

24 notify each person ordered to pay support under such orders of 

25 the mandatory assignment of income 

26 252D.l tl~on-the-~e~~on~~-defattit. 

required under section 

The notice shall be sent 

27 certified mail to the person's last known address or the 

28 person shall be personally served with the notice in che 

29 manner provided for service of an original notice at least 

by 

30 fifteen days prior to the filing of a petition under section 

31 2520.1, subsection 3 or the entering ordering of a-defatlit an 

32 assignment of income under section 2520.1, subsection 2 or 3. 

33 A person ordered to pay support may waive the right to receive 

34 the notice 

35 Sec. 7. 

at any time. 

Section 252D.4, subsection 1, Code 1985, is 
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l amended to read as follows: 

2 1. The employer, truste~. or other payor who receives an 

3 order of assignment by certified mail pursuant to section 

4 2520.1, subsection 2 shall deliver, on the next worklng day, a 

5 copy of the order to the person named in the order. The payor 

6 may deduct not more than one dollar from each payment as a 

7 reimbursement for the payor's costs relating to ~he 

8 assignment. The payor's compciance with the order of 

9 assignment satisfies the payor's obligation to the person for 

10 the amount of income withheld and transmiLted to rhe eie~k-of 

ll t~e-di~t~iet-eo~~t child support recovery un:t. 

12 Sec. 8. Section 598.22, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

13 follows: 

14 598.22 SUPPORT PAYMENTS -- CLERK OF COUR~ -- DEFAULTS. 

15 All orders or judgments ~rovid±ng entered under chapter 

16 252A, chapter 675, or this chapter which provide for temporary 

17 or permanent support payments shall direct the payment of such 

18 sums to the eierk-of-the-eo~~t child support recovery unit 

19 established in section 2528.2 for the use of the person for 

20 whom the payments have been awarded. Payments to persons 

21 other than the child support recovery unit do not satisfy the 

22 support obligations created by such orders or judgments. 

23 Upon a finding of previous failure to pay child support, 

24 the court may order the person obligated for permanent child 

25 support to make an assignment of periodic earnings, or trust 

26 income to the ele~k-of-eo~~t child support_recovery unit for 

27 the use of the person for whom the assignme~t is ordered. The 

28 assignment of earnings ordered by the court shall cot exceed 

29 the amounts set forth in 15 u.s.c. ~~ ~ 1673b tS~pp~-l9~9t. 

30 The assignment is binding on the employer, ~r~stee, or other 

31 payor of the funds two weeks after service upon that person of 

32 notice that the assignment has been made. The payor shall 

33 withhold from the earnings, or trust income payable to the 

34 person obligated the amount specified 1n the assignment and 

35 shall transmit the payments to the e±e~~ chil~ support 
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l ~ecovery unit. The payor may deduct from each payment a sum 

2 not exceeding one dollar as a reimbursement for costs. An 

3 employer who dismisses an employee due to the entry of an 

4 assignment order commits a simple misdemear.cr. 

5 An order or judgment entered by the court for temporary or 

6 permanent support or for an assignment shall be filed with the 

7 eotlrt clerk of the district court. ~he orders ~heit have the 

8 same force and effect as judgments when entered in the 

9 judgment docket and lien index and she~l-be-e-~eeord are 

10 records open to the public. The e:i:erl< child support recovery 

11 unit shall disburse the payments received p~rsuant to the 

12 orders or judgments within five working days of the rece~pt of 

13 the payments. All moneys received or disbursed under this 

14 section shall be e~tered-~n-e-reeord-beek-kepe recorded and 

15 maintained by the eterl< child support recovery unit, wh~eh and 

16 the records shall be open to the public. yhe child support 

17 recovery unit shall not record any moneys paid it 110t paid to 

18 0~e child support recovery unit. 

19 If the sums ordered to be paid in a support payment order 

20 are not paid to the e±erk child support recovery unit at the 

21 time provided in the order or judgment, the clerk shall 

22 certify a default to the court which may, on its own motion, 

23 proceed as provided in section 598.23. 

24 Prompt payment of sums required to be paid under sections 

25 598.11 and 598.21 ~halt-be is the essence of such orders or 

26 judgments and the court may act pursuant to section 598.23 

27 regardless of whether the amounts in default are paid prior to 

28 the contempt hearing. 

29 Sec. 9. Section 598.23, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code 

30 1985, is amended to read as follows: 

31 a. Directs the defaulting party to asslg~, trust income or 

32 a sufficient amount in salary or wages due, or to become due 

33 in the future, from an employer or successor employers, to the 

34 eler~-ef-the-eotlrt child suooort recovery ~nit where the order 

35 or judgment was granted for the purpose of paying the sums in 
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l default as well as those :c. ':Je !'ned~ ud.:d ;.n ::1c :·~ture. Whe!'e --··-
2 It the assig:;:nent is of Sdlary ur w·ages due, ti:e a:ncu::t 

3 assigned sha:l ~ot exceed the amount set fo~ttl i~ 15 u.s.c. s~ 

4 ! 1673b fSapp~-~9i9t Jnd the assig~~ent order ~M~~l-be is 

5 binding ~pon t~e employer only for those amcunts ttat 

6 represent child s::ppo:t and on~y upon rece1pt by the employer 

J of a copy of the order, signed by the employee. For each 

8 payment dedt;cted in co~pliance with ~~eh-~eqtle~t an order, the 

9 payor may dedtict a sum ~ot excee~i~g one dollar as a 

10 reimbursement ~or costs. Compliance by a payor with [he 

11 court's order "heJ:J:-epe,.~te operates as a cischarge of :he 

12 employer's liab!~i:y :o the payee as to the af~ected portio~ 

13 of the payee's wages, or trust income. Arty t'\n employer who 

14 dismisses an employee due to the entry of an assignment order 

lS commits a simple misdemeanor. 

16 Sec. 10. Sect~on ~98.34, ~nnumbered p~·~graph l, Code 

17 1985, is amended to read as follows: 

18 A person entitled ~o peroodic s~pport payments pursuant to 

19 an order or judgment entered in an action for dissolution of 

20 marriage, who is also a recip1ent of public assist~nce, is 

21 deemed to have assigned the person's rights to the support 

22 payments, to the extent of public assistance received by the 

23 person, to the department of human services. The department 

24 shall immediately notify the eJ:e~~-<>E-eo.,rt-by-maB: chi1Q 

25 support recovery unit when a person entitled to support 

26 payments has been determined to be eligible for public 

27 assistance. Bpert-~etifieetion-by-~he-depareme~t--that-a-pe~~en 

28 erttttled-te-~e~iodie-5appe~t-pay~ertt5-ptlroaant-te-~hi,-ehapte~ 

29 i5-reeei~irtg-pabtie-e55i,tertee,-the-e±e~~-of-eetlrt-,h.,~t-make 

30 a-notatie~-of-trte-e"tome~ie-tl~5ignmer~t-irt-the-jtldgment-deeket 

31 artd-tien-irtde~~--~he-ne~tl~ten-eort5ttttlte~-eert5t~tleti~e-r~ot±ee 

32 ef-the-a!!l5ignll'.e~t~ The ete,.k-et-etHH't child suooort recove..!:_i' 

33 ~nit shall forward support payments received purs~ant to 

34 section 598.22, to which the department is e::t1tled, to the 

35 department, which may secure supp~rt payme:1ts in default 
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1 through prcceed:ngs provided :or in chapter 252A cr 5ection 

2 598.24. 

3 Sec. ll.. Section 602.8102, SCJbsectio:-: 47, Code 1985, 1s 

4 amended to read as :allows: 

5 47. forward-~~~~ort-~ayment~-reee±~ed-tlnder-~eetxe~-r5rA75 

to the 

7 child support recovery unit and the department of human 

8 services copies of orders a~d decrees awarding support to 

9 parties receiving welfare assistance as provided in section 

10 252A.l3 and section 675.38. 

11 Sec. 12. Section 675.38, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 675.38 RECIPIENTS OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE --ASSIGNMENT OF 

14 SUPPORT PAYMENTS. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A person entitled to periodic support payments pursuant to 

an order or judgment entered in a paternity action under this 

chapter, who is also a recipient of public assistance, is 

deemed to have assigned the person's rights to the support 

payments, to the extent of public assistance received by the 

person, to the department of human services. The department 

shall immediately notify the ererk-ef-eettrt-by-ma±+ child 

support recovery unit when a person entitled to support 

23 payments has been determined to be eligible for public 

24 assistance. H~on-net±f±eatton-by-t~e-depa~tment-t~at-a-~er~e~ 

25 entit±ed-to-?e~±ed±e-stlppert-~Byments-~ttr~tlant-te-t~±s-e~apter 

26 ±~-reeetving-?ttbite-a~~±~tanee,-t~e-ere~~-of-eetlrt-s~aii-make 

27 a-notat±on-ef-the-a~tematie-ass±gnment-±n-t~e-jtldgment-deeket 

28 and-iien-index.--Phe-~etation-eon~ttttltes-een~trtlet±ve-not±ee 

29 er-t~e-ass±gnment• The e±erk-of-eettrt child support recovery 

30 unit shall forward support payments received pursuant to 

31 

32 

33 

34 

section 675.25, to which the department is entitled, to the 

department, which may secure support payments in default 

through proceedings prescribed in chapter 252A or section 

675.37. The clerk of the district court shall furnish the 

35 department with copies of all orders or decrees awarding 
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l support to parties having custody of minor children when the 

2 parties are receiving public assistance. 

3 EXPLANATION 

4 This bill requires the child support recovery unit within 

5 the department of human services to function as the statewide 

6 child support collection agency for the receipt and distribu-

7 tion of all temporary and permanent child and spousal support 

8 payments. All such support payments are required under the 

9 bill to be made to the child support recovery unit rather than 

10 to the clerks of the district court. The recovery unit must 

ll disburse moneys received within five working days of their 

12 receipt. 

13 The bill also authorizes the child support recovery unit, 

14 rather than the court, to order a mandatory assignment of 

15 income, payable to the recovery unit, and to modify or revoke 

16 the assignment in appropriate circumstances, in order to 

17 conform with a federal mandated change in the Iowa law. 

18 Delinquent obligations are expanded to include nonpayment of 

19 uniform support orders under chapter 252A and other comparable 

20 orders of foreign jurisdictions. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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