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A BILL FOR 
An Act requiri~g a free and appropriate public education 

for childre~ requiring special education. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSE~BLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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s.F. d..fw~ :1.:. 

Sect~cn 1. Section 281.2, unn~mbe:ed paragraph 1, Code 

2 1985, is amended to read as follows: 

3 It 1s the policy of this state to pr~•i~e-an~-to require 

4 schoo~ districts ~e-me~e-pro~±~±on,-a~-aM-±nteq~a±-pert-o~ 

5 p~b~ie-ed~eatio~,-for-spee~a±-ed~cario~-o?portu~itie~ 

6 ~uEEieient-to-~eer-the-need9-and-ma~imi~e-the-capab±i±tie~-ef 

7 and state ooerated educa~.:onal prc:>£~rr.s to provide or make 

8 provision, as an :ntegral oart of ~ic education, for a free 

9 and appropriate public education s~tf:cient to meet the needs 

10 of all children requiring special education. This chapter is 

ll not to be construed as encouraging separate facilities or 

12 segregated programs designed to meet the needs of children 

13 requiring special education "hen 5tieh tr.~ children can benefit 

14 from all or part of the education progran as offered by the 

15 local school district. To the maximum extent possible, 

16 children requiring special education shall attend regular 

17 classes and shall be educated with ch:ldren who do not require 

18 special education. Whenever possible, hindrances to learning 

19 and to the normal functioning of children requiring special 

20 education within the regular scr.ool environment shall be 

21 overcome by the provision of special aids and services rather 

22 than by separate programs for those in need of special 

23 education. Special classes, separate schooling or other 

24 removal of children requiring special education from the 

25 regular educational environment, shall occur only when, and to 

26 the extent that the nature or severity of the educational 

27 handicap is such that education in regular classes, even with 

28 the use of supplementary aids and services, cannot be 

29 accomplished satisfactorily. For those children who cannot 

30 adapt to the regular educational or home living conditions, 

31 and who are attending facilities under chapters 263, 269 and 

32 270, upon the request of the board of directors of an area 

33 education agency, the department of human services shall 

34 provide residential or detention facilities and the area 

35 education agency shall provide specia: education programs and 
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1 services. The area ed~cat~on age~cies shdi: co-opera~e w~th 

2 the board of ~egen~s :o provide the serv~ces :eq~~red by :his 

3 Act. 

4 EXPSANATION 

5 This bill req~ires all public education agencies to provide 

6 appropriate public education for children requiring special 

7 education. :t strikes language indicating the :equire~ent to 

8 provide special education opportunities which maxi~ize the 

9 capabilities of children requiring special education. 
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SENATE FILE 215 

FISCAL NOTE 
REQUESTED BY REPRESENTATIVE JOHNSON 

In compliance with a written request received March 1, 1985. a fiscal note for SENATE 
FILE 215 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 17 Data used in developing this 
fiscal note are available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature 
upon request. 

Senate File 215 requires all public education agenc1es to provide appropriate publ1c 
education tor children requiring special education. The bill stnkes language mdicatlng 
the requirement to provide special education opportunities which maximize the capabilities 
of children requiring special education 

FISCAL EFFECT: The bill does not have an impact upon the General Fund. Senate file 215 
does not change special education program delivery, finance. or operations; the language '" 
the bill is intended to make chapter 281 of the Code of Iowa compatible with federal 
regulations concerning special education. 

SOURCE: Department of Public lnstructi<l'n 

FILED MARCH 5, 1985 
(LSB 22905. RJH) 

BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 

~3u4r-------------------------------------------------------------
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EDUCATION: Corning, Chair; Wells and Horn 

Passed Senate, Date ______________ _ 
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BY {PREFILED DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION BILL) 

Passed House, Date. ____________ __ 
Vote: Ayes. ________ _ Nays. ___ __ 

Approved. ______________________________ __ 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act recuiring a free and appropriate public education 

2 for children requiring special education. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 281.2, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

2 1985, is amended to read as follows: 

3 It is the policy of this state to ~Te~±de-end-~e require 

4 seheei-dis~~ie~s-~e-make-p~e~isien,-as-an-±n~eg~al-pa~~-eE 

5 pttbi±e-edtteat±on,-Ee~-spee±a%-edttea~ien-eppe~tttn±~ies 

6 sttEEicient-te-meet-the-needs-and-max±m±%e-the-eepebi%±t±es-eE 

7 that all school districts and state operated educational 

8 programs provide, or make provision for, a free and 

9 appropriate public education for all children requiring 

10 special education. This chapter is not to be construed as 

11 encouraging separate facilities or segregated programs 

12 designed to meet the needs of children requiring special 

13 education when sttch the children can benefit from all or part 

14 of the education program as offered by the local school 

15 district. To the maximum extent possible, children requiring 

16 special education shall attend regular classes and shall be 

17 educated with children who do not require special education. 

18 Whenever possible, hindrances to learning and to the normal 

19 functioning of children requiring special education within the 

20 regular school environment shall be overcome by the provision 

21 of special aids and services rather than by separate programs 

22 for those in need of special education. Special classes, 

23 separate schooling or other removal of children requiring 

24 special education from the regular educational environment, 

25 shall occur only when, and to the extent that the nature or 

26 severity of the educational handicap is such that education in 

27 regular classes, even with the uae of supplementary aids and 

28 services, cannot be accomplished satisfactorily. For those 

29 children who cannot adapt to the regular educational or home 

30 living conditions, and who are attending facilities under 

31 chapters 263, 269 and 270, upon the request of the board of 

32 directors of an area education agency, the department of human 

33 services shall provide residential or detention facilities and 

34 the area education agency shall provide special education 

35 programs and services. The area education agencies shall co-
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S.F . ---- H.F. 

1 operate with the board of regents to provide the services 
2 required by this Act. 

3 EXPLANATION 
4 This bill requires all public education agencies to provide 

5 appropriate public education for children requiring special 

6 education. It strikes language indicating the requirement to 

7 provide special education opportunities which meet the needs 
8 and maximize the capabilities of children requiring special 
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SENATE t'IU; 211) 

AN AC'l' 

REQUIRING A FREE 1\ND APPROPH.lATf. PUBLIC i::O~CATION fOR CHILDREN 

REQUIRING SPt:ClA!, r.DUCA'riON. 

BE IT F.N!\CTP.D RY 'J'Hr. G~:~t:::RAL ASSLMBLY 01' 'l'HE STA'l'E OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Se-ction 281.2, unnumbere'd paragraph 1, Code 

1985, 1s amended to read as follows: 

It lS the pol icy of this state to prowilie-e:rvi-to req11ire 

schoo 1 dis t r ict !l to ·-lf!e:!te-pt>ov-t ~iort1 -a~ -a !'I- 'i-l'lte~ l'tt l-rml't-of 

puM t e- edt~("ttt -tcrt 1 -·for- '!lpee-t e !- edoettt toi'I-OPJ'O'I'tttn it ie!'l 

~trff re-tent·· to- ~eet-·the-·l'leed~ ··and··lftttlt irr.i re-the- ee:peb'i- h tie~ -of 

~']~ _ !lt:a.~. e_ .~ll.~E.~.l_f!~. _f!E_u_s~t ~-'?'-'-~~ ~ pr ~9 r ~r:"l~. _tg .P!: ov idE! or :Tiak_~ 

£!~ ~ s) £.r:'l.1 .. -~~-.i!..~- in teq!:~}___E<.!_t:_t __ ~!__E'!E.!..i c: education, for--~_ free 

~.':'-~- _app_~_opr_i_a .. t! .. E~!?-~..! ~-~~~-C.:~ .. ~ i.e::~ ::;_~1_f ~ !P _!~_n-~ to meet the l)_£e_d_~ 

9~ .. all children requiring special educ,ll.ion. 'l'his chapter is 

not to be const r11ed ar. encouraging separate fac.i lit.ies or 

segregated programs desi.gnPd to meet tho? needs. of childrl..'r\ 

requiring special educ.1Uon when ~ndt ~:.b.E.! children can benE.'fit 

from all or p.Ht. of the educ:at ion program as offt~rcd by the­

local !lchool dist.r ict. _ To the maximum ext.ent possible, 

children requiring special edu~at.ion shall attend regular 

classes ar.d shall he educat.~d with childrPn who do not require 

spPcial education. ~henever possible, hindrances to learning 

and to Lie norm,ll functio)Jung of chilQren requiring special 

education •.dthu\ the t·equliH school environrwnt shall lic­

overc~mc by the provision of special aids and servic~a rather 

than by S(•paratE.' progr.:.:na for thosP in nf'l~d of spe<.:ial 

~ducation. Special classo:·;,, flep,Hat.P. s<:hoolinq or OUH~r 

removal o! children requiring sp~cta1 educat.i.on from the 

rPqular ('ducationa::. environlt'er.t., ~~hall occur Or\ly when, and t~) 

th" c:.:tt:nt that ttu~ r . .:.t~tr(• or $C"V~rtt:y of tllo;- ~diiC•lti('f\<11 

handicap is :~tlCl U-.<tt Nlucd~ion in rt:•<Jl.ILH cLl>."·!Jes, even . ..,.ith 

• • 
S~nate File 215, p. 2 

the usc of supplemP.ntary aids and services, cannot be 

accomplished satisfactorily. E'er those children who cannot 

adapt to the regular educational or home living conditions, 

and who are attending facilitiP.s under chapters ?.63, 269 and 

2"10, upon the request of the bodrd of directors of ''" area 

education dqency, the depart:t~ent of human services shall 

provide residential or detention facilities and the area 

education agency shall provide special education programs and 

servic~s. The area education agencies shall co-operate with 

thf! board of regents to provide the services required by this 
Act. 

ROBER'J' 7. ANDERSON 

Pr~sident of the Senate 

DONALD 0. AV~NSON 

SpP.aker of the llouse 

1 hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

15 known as Senate File 215, Seventy-first General Asse~bly. 

Approveri 7/1~ :>:::7. 
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