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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the evidentiary standard for the dissolution 

2 of marriage. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ILf~ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 598.5, subsection 7, Code 1985, 1s 
2 amended to read as follows: 
3 7. Allege that ~fie~e-fias-aeeR-a-s~eakaewR-ef-~fie-~aFF~a~e 
4 ~e±atieRsh~~-~e-~fie-ex~eR~-tha~-~fie-±e~~~%ffiaEe-eajee~s-ef 

5 ffiat£~~eRy-have-8eeR-aes~Feyea-aRa-tfieFe-£effia~Rs-Re-FeaseRa8±e 

6 ±ikelifieea-tfiaE-tfie-ffia~fia~e-eaH-ee-~Fesefvea the totality of 

7 circumstances surrounding the marriage dictates that the 
8 marriage should be dissolved in the interests of fairness to 

9 the petitioner, the respondent, and all minor children whose 
10 welfare may be affected by the dissolution. 
11 Sec. 2. Section 598.17, unnumbered paragraphs 1 and 2, 

12 Code 1985, are amended to read as follows: 

13 A decree dissolving the marriage may be entered when the 
14 court is satisfied from the evidence presented that ~Aefe-kas 

15 eeeR-a-BfeakaewR-af-tfie-ffiaff~a~e-fe±at~eRSft~~-ta-~fie-eKt€Rt 

16 tka~-~fie-±e~tt±~a~e-eejeeEs-ef-ffiatFtffiaRy-fiave-eeeR-aestfeyea 
17 aRa-tfieFe-Fe~a~Rs-Re-feaseRae±e-±±ke±ifieea-tfiat-tfie-ffiaFfta~e 

18 eaR-ee-~feseFvea the totality of circumstances surrounding the 

19 marr1age dictates that the marriage should be dissolved in the 
20 interests of fairness to the petitioner, the respondent, and 
21 all minor children whose welfare may be affected by the 
22 dissolution. The decree shall state that the dissolution is 
23 granted to the parties, and shall not state that it is granted 
24 to only one party. 

25 If at the time of trial petitioner fails to present 

26 satisfactory evidence that tRefe-fias-eeeR-a-eEeakaewR-ef-tke 

27 ffidffta~e-Ee±ae~eRsfi±~-ee-efie-ex€eR€-efia€-eke-feaeeRa8±e 

28 ±~ke±~fieee-tfia€-Efie-ffiaF£ta~e-eaR-ee-~EeseFvee the marriage 
29 should be dissolved, the respondent may then proceed to 
30 present such evidence as though the respondent had filed the 
31 original petition. 

32 EXPLANATION 

33 This bill abolishes the current evidentiary standard for 
34 the granting of a dissolution of marriage, which is a 

35 breakdown of the marriage relationship to the extent that the 
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1 legitimate objects of matrimony are destroyed and the marriage 

2 cannot be preserved. The bill substitutes a new standard 

3 which requires that the totality of circumstances surrounding 

4 the marriage dictates that the marriage should be dissolved 1n 
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of fairness to the parties and their minor 

-2-

LSB 1719S 71 

rj/rr/8 


