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A BILL FOR 
1 A Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution 

2 of the State of Iowa to allow the general assembly to 

3 specify by law when acts of the general assembly take 

4 effect. 

S BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

6 

S-5763 
HOUSE AMENDMENT TO S~ATE JOINT RESOLUTION 9 

1 Amend Senate Joint Resolution 9 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 8 and 9 and inserting 
3 in lieu thereof the words "its passage unless a 
4 different effective date is stated in an". 
S 2. Page 1, by striking lines 12 through 19 and 
6 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "after 
7 adjournment of the special session unless a different 
8 effective date is stated in an act of the general 
9 assembly. The general assembly may establish by law 

10 a procedure for giving notice of the contents of acts 
11 of imlnediate importance which become law." 
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~ENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 9 

1 Amend senate Joint Resolution 9 as follows: 
2 1_ Page 1, by striking lines 8 and 9 and inserting 
3 in 1 ieu thereof the words "i ts passage unless a -
4 different effective date is stated in an"_ 
S 2. Page 1, by striking lines 12 through 19 and 
6 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "after 
7 adjournment of the special session unless a different 
8 effective date is stated in an act of the general 
9 assembly. The general assembly may establish by law 

10 a procedure for giving notice of the contents of acts 
11 of immediate importance whiCh become law." 
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S.J.R. H.J.R. 

1 Section 1. The following amendment to the constitution 

2 of the State of Iowa is proposed: 

3 section 26 of Article III of the Constitution of the State 

4 of Iowa, as amended by the Amendment of 1966, ~s repealed 

5 and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

'6 "An act of the general assembly passed at a regular session 

7 of a general assembly shall take effect on July 1 following 

8 its passage by the general assembly and approval by the 

9 governor unless a different effective date is stated in an 

10 act of the general assembly. An act passed at a special 

11 session of a general assembly shall take effect ninety days 

12 after adjournment of the special session of the general 

13 assembly unless a different effective date is stated in an 

14 act of the general assembly. The general assembly shall 

15 establish by law a procedure for giving notice of the contents 

16 of acts which will become law before July 1 following 

17 adjournment of a regular session of a general assembly or 

18 before ninety days following adjournment of a special session 

19 of the general assembly." 

20 Sec. 2. The foregoing amendment to the Constitution of 

21 the State of Iowa is referred to the general assembly to be 

22 chosen at the next general election for members of the general 

23 assembly and the secretary of state is directed to cause the 

24 same to be published for three consecutive months previous 

25 to the date of that election as provided by law. 

26 EXPLANATION 

27 The constitution presently provides that if the general 

28 assembly deems any law of immediate importance, it may provide 

29 that the law may take effect by publication. Laws passed 

30 at special sessions of the general assembly presently take 

31 effect ,ninety days after adjournment of the special session. 

32 This proposed amendment provides that the general assembly 

33 may state the effective date of an Act within an Act if it 

34 is to take effect before July 1 following its passage and 

35 approval by the governor or before ninety days following the 
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1 adjournment of a special seSSlon. The effective date could 

2 be contained in an Act other than the Act which is to take 

3 effect. 

4 Chapter 3 provides by law for the effective dates of 

5 legislation in carrying out the provisions of section 26 of 

6 Article III of the constitution. Specifically section 3.7 

7 restates this provision of the constitution and attempts to 

8 clarify the case where a bill is passed before July 1 by the 

9 general assembly but not signed by the governor until after 

10 July 1. It specifies that the Act becomes effective August 

11 15, except for appropriation Acts, those which specify when 

12 they take effect, or Acts which take effect by publication. 

13 Other provisions of chapter 3 also relate to effective dates. 

14 If the proposed amendment were approved, chapter 3 would have 

15 to be written to effect the constitutional amendment. If, 

16 under the proposed amendment, a bill might be one that would 

17 be passed by the general assembly before July 1 but signed 

18 

19 

20 
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22 
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24 
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26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
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35 

by the governor after that date, the general assembly would 

have to provide when the Act should take effect or else it 

would not take effect until the following July 1. 

-2-

LSB 1390S 70 

sg/rr/8 



.It 

SEN.:aF JOlhr RESOLU710N g 

;.. JOINT RESOJ,IJTlOK 

:'ROP\1SWG AU i'J-it::KLJ:-TRNT ~."0 TIlE C,1~15TI11)TION OF 'rnt:: STATE or 
10\-;1\ TO AU,0\",' Till': GRUE1<.-\L ASSEMB:,'( TO SI'ECrF'i BY LA''''' WHEN 

ACTS Uf Tim GEN£RAL ASSU1BLY TAKE F:FfECT. 

81:: IT RRSOL\'lD BY THE CC::NF.l<Ai, ASSEMBLY OF THE" STATF: m· IO'NA: 

!;t,<;t.'O/l:. ':h~ :ollc: .... ing cuuendJnent t.o the COI\!:;tit.\lt.~on 

"f tile State of Iowa is propo~~d' 

!'>t~c:uon 26 of Arlic)(! III of the CO{)!>tltution of ch'.:: State 

of lew,1, ;IS :"lmen<!e::l by the Af'endL..~nt of 1 (J6io , 1:; n,pt~;lled 

",nd LlC follo .... l:').:) <"'Idopted ,n l~eu thereof: 

";\n <lct of th~ genet·al ,uisc:ably par.,;(:d at a reqular ::ies!;i,))) 

of iI qenera! a!~.;;erilily ~h .. l.l.l Ul:':C e.Lfect on July 1 follO'o .. ill9 

it,; p,lbsdge UI~1cs!'i ,1 dj.ffet"ent ~ffe("tive datf! \5 stated il·, 

ao det of t.he gt~ne:::nl aSF.(:mblj'. An <1::l p~'IiGed dt <"'I speclal 

r.er.r.joll of a gent~ri\l d!:>~t:::obly "hall ta:<e e{f(~('t rllnety oiays 

.:l.t'ter ddjoul"/unent of Uw ::,~eci,*l ~.eSSlOIl unleg~ c1. dl ff"crent 

eflectlVt~ (! .. t.e is stilted .lll an ,let ()t U·.e general <1~senbJy. 

n·.e gcr:eral ,'.5sem:>ly may estdLlic.h by 1;1\-1 a procedut:<'"! for 

qiv:ag 1I0'~ice of t:w content::; of act!; of iri"mc(hiltt~ lm9:H·liHlce 

· ... iHch b~~com(! l.x,.,." 

s,~c. 2. rhl: forego i ng <l:'"!cniliner;t to ~.he Cons ti tt..;!", iO:l 0 i 

the Stat.t~ of lo .... a "is .n;fcn:~d tc! Ult! ,;ener·al ass~rr.bly t.o bf! 

d~osefl ~t the next general e~ection f:lr lI\ell\!;e.rs ot the qNH!l"al 

.)!)s~~mldl <'.I)d the secrp.t<1J·y of !;tatp. is dil:ect.ed to cau!;(': t.ht.· 
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s;~rr.e to be pub} ished fo~' three consc':;l.ltive l':'Iont.hs pr~Vlous 

t.O the datt: of thilt clectlon ,)!; provided by 1" ..... 

R02~R'f T. ANDERSON 

i're!; idcnt. of the SClldt~ 

DONALD D. hVD,S()N 

Spt!akct' of the liouse 
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