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An Act relating to the payment of workers' compensation benefits

in pneumoconiosis cases.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAYL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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1 Section 1. Section 85A.13, subsection 3, Code 1983, 1s

2 amended by striking the subsection.

3 Sec. 2. This Act applies to claims for workers' compen-

4 sation benefits in pneumoconiosis cases filed on or after

5 the effective date of this Act.

6 EXPLANATION

7 This bill repeals the threshold requirement of one-third

8 total disability for the receipt of workers' compensation

9 benefits in pneumoconiosis (black lung) cases. The bill also
10 repeals the special schedule of maximum benefits for pneumo-
11 coniosis cases so that the same benefits are payable in such
12 cases as in other workers' compensation cases. The bill takes
13 effect July 1 following enactment and applies to pneumoconiosis
14 -.claims filed on or after that date.

16 SENATE FILE 2297

17 FISCAL NOTE
lBREQUESTED BY SENATOR GETTINGS

1 In compliance with a written request there is hereby submitted a

Fiscal Note for Senate File 2297 pursuant to Joint Rule 17.
20

21Senate File 2297 repeals the threshold requirement of one-third
total disability for the receipt of worker's compensation benefits

22in pneumnoconiosis {black lung) cases. The bill also repeals the

23special schedule of maximum benefits for pneumnoconiosis cases sO

24that the same benefits are payable as in other workers' compen-
sation cases,.

25
26This bill is not expected to have a significant fiscal effect on
elither state or local governments., There are possibly a few

2Meyents' employees working with coal, but there is not any infor-
sghation available on these workers' claims.

2%o0urce: State Comptroller's Office

30 (41135,84-235B,JMN)
3%ECEIVED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE, MARCH 9, 1984

3%ILED: BY DENNIS C. PROUTY, DIRECTOR
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Amend Senate Flle 2297 as follows:

1. Page i, by strixing iline 2 and inserting la
Lleu thereof the words “"amended to read as fcllows:

3. (COMPENSATION PAYABLE. Except as in this chabler
ctherwise provided, compensation for disability from
uncomplicated pneumoconiosis shall be pavable in
accordance with the provisions hereof; provided,
liowever, that no compensation shall be payable ior
disability from pneumoconiosis of less than &h:irey-
three-and-ene-third twenty-five percent of total,
and provided further that, dGuring the transitory
period, the aggregate compensation payable to employees
and their dependents for disability and death for
uncomplicated pneumoconiosis shall be limited as
foilows: 1f disablement occurs or in case of no ciaim
for pricr disablement, 1f death occurs 1n the third
calendar month after Cctober 1, 1947, the total
compensation and death benefits payable shall not
exceed the sum of five hundred dollars. [If disaplement
cccurs or in case of ne claim for prior disablement,

1 death occurs during tie nexi calendar wmonti, the
total compensation and death beneflts payable shall
no- exceed five hundred fifty dollars. Thereafter,
‘he total amount or limit of the compensation and
death benefits payable for disability and death shail
he increased at the rate of fifty dollars per month,
the aggregate payable in each case to be limited
according to the foregoing formula for the month in
which disapility occurs, or, in case of no claim for
orior disablement, in which death occurs. such
progressive 1ncrease in the limits of the aggregate
compensation and benefits for disability and death
sihall continue until the limit upon such beneflits
fixed in the workers' compensation law is reached,
and therea‘ter the total aggregate of such compensaticn
and benefits shall bDe the total compensation and
penefits ctherwise provided in the workers'
ccmpensation law."
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énend Sernate File 2297 as follows:
L Fage 1, line 4. by striking the word "filed"
aird 1nserting in lieu thereof the words "“where
INJUurlous exposure occurred".
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AN ACT
RELATING TC THE PAYMENT OF WORKERS' COMPENSATION BENEFITS
IN PNEUMOCCNIGSIS CASES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

Section 1. Section 85A.13, subsection 3, Code 1983, is
amended by striking the subsection.

Sec. 2. This Act applies to claims for workers' compen-
sation benefits in pneumoconiosis cases filed on or after
the effective date of this Act.

ROBERT T. ANDERSON

President of the Senate
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