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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the payment of workers' compensation benefits 

2 in pneumoconiosis cases. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 section 1. section 8SA.l3, subsection 3, Code 1983, is 

, ... ' 2 amended by stri"'ing the subsection. 

3 Sec. 2. This Act applies to claims for workers' compen-

'4 sation benefits in pneumoconiosis cases filed on or after 

5 the effective date of this Act. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 This bill repeals the threshold requirement of one-third 

8 total disability for the receipt of workers' compensation 

9 benefits in pneumoconiosis (black lung) cases. The bill also 

10 repeals the special schedule of maximum benefits for pneumo-

11 coniosis cases so that the same benefits are payable in such 

12 cases as in other workers' compensation cases. The bill takes 

13 effect July 1 following enactment and applies to pneumoconiosis 

14 'claims filed on or after that date. 
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17 
18REQUESTED BY SENATOR 

SENATE FILE 2297 
FISCAL NOTE 

GETTINGS 

19 In compliance with a written request there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal NotG for Senate File 2297 pursuant to Joint Rule 17. 

20 

21Senate File 2297 repe~ls the threshold requirement of one-third 
22total disability for the receipt of worker'S compensation benefits 

in pneumnoconiosis (black lung) cases. The bill also repeals the 
2~pecial schedule of maximum benefits for pneumnoconiosis cases so 
24that the same benefits are payable as in other workers' compen­

siltlon cases. 
25 
26This bill is not expecteci to have a significant fiscal effect on 

f'ither state or local governments. There are possibly a few 
2~egents' employees working with coal. but there is not any infor­
zsuation available on these workers' claims. 

2%ource: State Comptroller's Office 

30 (4l13S.84-235B,J~rn) 

3 ~ECEIVED BY THE 
34:ILED: 
3:YlARCH 13, 1984 
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SECRETARY OF THE SENATE. MARCH 9. 1984 
BY DENNIS C. PROUTY. DIRECTOR 

LEGISLATIVE FISCAL BUREAU 
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SENATE FILE 2297 
S-5418 

Am.!~ri Senate File 2297 as follows: 

, 3 
1. l)a<.:;e: t by str ':'I...i:lg llne '2 and lnser:l!iy in 

~le~ t;,C!:eO: the ' .... 01'(15 "amended to read ::"\s fo1 ~ows: 
•
. 2 
. ,: 3, CO~lPENSAT!ON ?iWA3LE. Exceot as :n thJ.s c:1a:Jter 

:, ctllennse provIded, compensation for disabllity ft"Olf, "' 
6 llncomp!icated pneumoconiosis shall be payable in 
7 accordance wIth the provlsions hereof; provided, 
8 however, that no compensation shall be payable for 
9 disability from pneumoconiosis of less than £k~r£y-

10 £kree-aR~-efie-£kira twenty-five percent of total, 
11 and provIded further that, during the transitory 
12 period. the aggregate compensation payable to employees 
~3 and their dependents for disability and death for 
14 ~ncompl:cated pneumoconiosis shall be limited as 
15 fOLlows: If disablement occurs or in case of no c~alm 
16 fo~ p:-ior dIsablement, if death occurs in the third 
17 calendar month after October 1, 1947, the total 
IH compensation and deatll benefits payable shall not 
19 exceed t:le sum of five hundred do~lars, If diSaole!11ellL 
2u occt.!!:"s or in case of :~o clain :0':': pTior disE\ble!!~e:;~, 
21 If deat:~ occ~rs d'..ll·:n~ t.;J~ :;~x:'" -;.:llC:~.iJcI!'· i:-p:;ntl1, tLt 
22 total compensatio:1 and death benefits payable shall 
23 no:. exceed five hundred fifty dollars, Tllel'eafter, 
24 Lhe total amount or lImit of the compensation and 
25 death benefits payable for disability and death shal: 
26 be increased at the rate of fifty dollars per month, 

A?87 the aggregate payable ~n each case to be limited 
...,~ according to the foregoing formula for the month 1n 

29 which dIsability occurs, or, in case of no claim for 
30 prior disablement, in which death occurs, Such 
31 progr:essive lncrease in the limits of the aggregate 
32 compensatio:1 and benefi ts fox' disabili ty and death 
33 silall conti~\le until the limit upon SUC~1 benefits 
34 fixed 1n :.he workers' compensation law is reached, 
35 alld tnerea!ter the total aggregate of such compensatlcll 
36 alld benefits shall be the total compensation and 
37 benefits otherWIse provIded in the workers' 
38 compensatlon law." 
S-5418 FILED BY JOHN JENSEN 
HARCH 16, 1984 

SENATE FILE 2297 
S-5419 

A~nd Senate File 2297 as follows: 
'" 1. ~pa~e 1, llIle 4, by stnking the word "flIed" 

3 ""d In;,er<..::lg III lIeu t.he:"eof the words "where 
4 :nJurlous exposure occurred". • 
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5-5419 FILED 
:-lARCH 16, 1984 

BY JOHN W. JENSEN 
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SENATE FILE 2297 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE PAYMENT OF WORKERS' COMPENSATION BENEFITS 

IN PNEUMOCONIOSIS CASES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 8SA.13, subsection 3, Code 1983, is 

amended by striking the subsection. 

Sec. 2. This Act applies to claims for workers' compen­

sation benefits in pneumoconiosis cases filed on or after 

the effective date of tr.is Act. 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 2297, Seventieth General Assembly. 

Approved 
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TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

1984 

K. MARIE THAYER 

Secretary of the Senate 


