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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to ratify and enter into an interstate compact between 

2 Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska for the development of 

3 the Missouri river for barge traffic. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

S-5325 
SENATE FILE 2273 

~ III1it.:nd Selld Le File 2213 as [ollo.,.,s: 
" ,1 .. "P:-1ge 2, l.ines 32 through 3S, by st.r iking til •. , 

3 "o,ds ",1d t.he member states' officials or a"ellC' c." 
<1 a'l\l 1n'0 It t' . " ... -~, 

. . c nS11 a Ion wlth the state conservatIon 
'> comnn !'iSlon and the department of water air a'ld was .... 
; ~~la!1<l(err.e:lt," and inserting in lieu the~eof th~ word~­

, t.le state conservatIon commission the de"'rhne'lt g 0 f ,. ~ t,..,.· ad' t- c;; \",1 • 

~. ;_c, 1r. an waste management, and the member 
I) stal"s offIcIals or agencies,". 

S-5325 FILED 
MARCH 9, 1984 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 307C.1 MISSOURI RIVER BARGE 
2 COMPACT. The Missouri river interstate barge compact is 
3 enacted into law and entered into with all other states which 
4 legally join in the compact in substantially the following 

5 form: 
6 COMPACT BETWEEN IOWA, KANSAS, MISSOURI AND NEBRASKA FOR 
7 THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MISSOURI RIVER FOR BARGE TRAFFIC 

8 ARTICLE I 
9 The purposes of this compact are to provide for planning 

10 for the most efficient use of the waters of the Missouri 
11 river, to increase the amount of barge traffic on that seg-
12 ment of the Missouri river below sioux city, Iowa, to take 
13 necessary steps to develop the Missouri river and its banks 
14 to handle more barge traffic than is presently handled, to 
15 encourage barge use on that segment of the Missouri river 

16 for transporting bulk goods, especially farm commodities, 
17 to insure that the intended increase in barge traffic does 
18 not impose unacceptable damage on the Missouri river in all 
19 its various uses, including agriculture, wildlife management, 
20 and recreational opportunities, to consider the effects of 
21 diversion of the waters of the Missouri river on navigation, 
22 and to promote joint action between the compact parties to 
23 accomplish these purposes. The purposes of the compact do 

24 not include lobbying activities against user fees for barge 
25 traffic and 
26 

such activities under this compact are prohibited. 
ARTICLE II 

27 It is the responsibility of the four states to accomplish 
28 the purposes in Article I through the official ~n each state 
29 charged with the duty of administering the public waters and 
30 to collect and correlate through those officials the data 
31 necessary for the proper administration of the compact. Those 
32 officials may, by unanimous action, adopt rules and regula-
33 tions to accomplish the purposes of this compact. 

34 ARTICLE III 
35 The states of Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, and Nebraska agree 
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1 that within a reasonable time they shall fulfill the obliga-
2 tions of this compact and that each shall authorize the proper 
3 official or agency in its state to take the necessary steps 
4 to promote barge use and develop the Missouri river as it 
5 flows between and within the compact states for additional 
6 barge traffic. 
7 ARTICLE IV 
8 This compact does not limit the powers granted in any other 
9 act to enter into interstate or other agreements relating 

10 to the Missouri river flowing between and within the compact 
11 states, alter the relations between the respective internal 
12 responsibilities of the government of a party state and its 
13 subdivisions, or impair or affect any rights, powers, or 
14 jurisdiction of the United States, or those acting by or under 
15 its authority, in, over, and to those waters of the Missouri 

16 river. Adoption of this compact by the general assembly shall 
17 not require the signatory states to adopt any legislation 

18 or to appropriate funds for its implementation. 
19 ARTICLE V 
20 Other states having an interest in the promotion of 
21 traffic on the Missouri river can join in this compact 
22 unanimous consent of the member states. 

barge 
by 

23 Any member state can withdraw at any time by appropriate 
24 action of its legislature. 
25 Sec. _2. NEW SECTION. 307C.2 JURISDICTION AND CONTROL. 
26 The state department of transportation has jurisdiction and 

27 authority to implement the Missouri river barge compact, 

28 notwithstanding Article II of the compact. 
29 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 307C.3 DUTIES OF THE STATE 
30 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. The state department of 
31 transportation shall, with the cooperation of the Iowa 
32 development commission and the member states' officials or 
33 agencies, and in consultation with the state conservation 

34 commission and the department of water, air and waste 
35 management, take the necessary steps to achieve the purposes 
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1 set forth in this chapter. 
2 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 307C.4 LIBERAL INTERPRETATION. 
3 This compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate 
4 its purposes. The compact is severable and if any phrase, 
5 clause, sentence or provision of this compact is declared 
6 to be contrary to the constitution of any state or of the 
7 United States or the applicability of the compact to any 
8 government, agency, person or circumstance is held invalid, 

9 the validity of the remainder of this compact and the 
10 applicability of it to any government, agency, person or 
11 circumstance shall not be affected. If this compact is held 
12 to be contrary to the constitution of any state participating 
13 in the compact, the compact shall remain in full force and 
14 effect as to the remaining party states and in full force 
15 and effect as to the state affected as to all severable 

16 matters. 
17 Sec. S. NEW SECTION. 307C.5 NO CONFLICT OF LOCAL FUNC-
18 TIONS. The Missouri river barge compact does not supersede 

19 or limit the functions, powers, duties and discretions of 
20 counties, townships, school districts, cities, levee dis-
21 tricts, drainage districts, levee and drainage districts, 
22 or any other governmental subdivisions or of their governing 
23 officials. 
24 EXPLANATION 
25 The bill provides for the ratification of a compact between 
26 the states of Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri and Kansas for the 
27 development of barge traffic on the Missouri river. The state 
28 department of transportation is the state agency responsible 
29 for the administration of the compact with the cooperation 
30 and assistance of the Iowa development commission, state 
31 conservation commission and the department of water, air and 
32 waste management. The bill takes effect July 1 following 
33 enactment. 
34 
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SENATE FILE 

BY COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 9, 1984) 

~ Passed Senate, Date 't'- <f,-Z"'- (,I./3C3) Passed House, DateS-.5o-fftrf/sTi'J , 
Vote: Ayes 7'.:< Nays <> Vote: Ayes 7S- Nays __ ";;:;~ __ _ 

A BILL FOR 
lAn Act to ratify and enter into an interstate compact between 

2 Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska for the develonment of 

3 the Missouri river for barge traffic. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 2273 
H-5667 

1 Amend Senate File 2273 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, lines 27 and 28, by striking the words 
4 "notwithstanding Article II of the compact"_ 

H-5667 FILED MARCH 14, 1984 BY PAVICH of Pottawattamie 
// J _ it..,..! ,.:<;.;.:. (.n. '5'/"S) 
..... ,~ .... ~ f 

HOUSE AMENDMEKT TO SENATE FILE 2273 
S-5761 

1 Amend Senate File 2273 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 2. lines 27 and 28. by striking the words 
4 .. , notwithstanding Article II of the compact". 

S-5761 FILED RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 
APRIL 4. 1984 .J~~.~ .,,;;; rj. loS';';} 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 307C.l MISSOURI RIVER BARGE 

2 CO:-1PACT. The Missouri river interstate barge compact is 

3 enacted into law and entered into with all other states which 

4 legally join in the compact in substantially the following 

5 form: 

6 COMPACT BETWEEN IOWA, KANSAS, MISSOURI AND NEBRASKA FOR 

7 THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MISSOURI RIVER FOR BARGE TRAFFIC 

8 ARTICLE I 

9 The purposes of this compact are to provide for planning 

10 for the most efficient use of the waters of the Missouri 

11 river, to increase the amount of barge traffic on that seg-

12 ment of the Missouri river below Sioux City, Iowa, to take 

13 necessary steps to develop the Missouri river and its banks 

14 to handle more barge traffic than is presently handled, to 

15 encourage barge use on that segment of the Missouri river 

16 for transporting bulk goods, especially farm commodities, 

17 to insure that the intended increase in barge traffic does 

18 not impose unacceptable damage on the Missouri river in all 

19 its various uses, including agriculture, wildlife management, 

20 and recreational opportunities, to consider the effects of 

21 diversion of the waters of the Missouri river on navigation, 

22 and to promote joint action between the compact parties to 

23 accomplish these purposes. The purposes of the compact do 

24 not include lobbying activities against user fees for barge 

25 traffic and such activities under this compact are prohibited. 

26 

27 It is the 

28 the purposes 

ARTICLE II 

responsibility of the four states 

in Article I through the official 

to accomplish 

in each state 

29 charged with the duty of administering the public waters and 

30 to collect and correlate through those officials the data 

31 necessary for the proper administration of the compact. Those 

32 officials may, by unanimous action, adopt rules and regu1a-

33 tions to accomplish the purposes of this compact. 

34 

35 

ARTICLE III 

The states of Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, and Nebraska agree 
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1 that within a reasonable time they shall fulfill the obliga-

2 tions of this compact and that each shall authorize the proper 

3 offjcial or agency in its state to take the necessary steps 

4 to promote barge use and develop the Missouri river as it 

5 flows between and within the compact states for additional 

6 barge traffic. 

7 ARTICLE IV 

8 This compact does not limit the powers granted in any other 

9 act to enter into interstate or other agreements relating 

10 to the Missouri river flowing between and within the compact 

11 states, alter the relations between the respective internal 

12 responsibilities of the government of a party state and its 

13 subdivisions, or impair or affect any rights, powers, or 

14 jurisdiction of the United States, or those acting by or uneer 

15 its authority, in, over, and to those waters of the Missouri 

16 river. Adoption of this compact by the general assembly shall 

17 not require the signatory states to adopt any legislation 

18 or to appropriate funds for its implementation. 

19 ARTICLE V 

20 Other states having an interest in the promotion of barge 

21 traffic on the Missouri river can join in this compact by 

22 unanimous consent of the member states. 

23 Any member state can withdraw at any time by appropriate 

24 action of its legislature. 

25 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 307C.2 JURISDICTION AND CONTROL. 

26 The state department of transportation has jurisdiction and 

27 authority to implement the Missouri river barge compact, 

28 notwithstanding Article II of the compact. 

29 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 307C.3 DUTIES OF THE STATE 

30 DEPARTI-IENT OF TRANSPORTATION. The state department of 

31 transportation shall, with the cooperation of the Iowa 

32 development COmMission, the state conservation commission, 
s 

33 the department of water, air and waste management, and the 

34 member states' officials or agencies, take the necessary steps 

35 ~~ achieve the purposes set forth in this chapter. 
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1 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 307C.4 LIBERAL INTERPRETATION. 

2 This compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate 

3 its purposes. The compact is severable and if any phrase, 

4 clause, sentence or provision of this compact is declared 

5 to be contrary to the constitution of any state or of the 

6 United States or the applicability of the compact to any 

7 government, agency, 

8 the validity of the 

9 applicability of it 

person or circumstance is held invalid, 

remainder of this compact and the 

to any government, agency, person or 

10 circumstance shall not be affected. If this compact is held 

11 to be contrary to the constitution of any state participating 

12 in the compact, the compact shall remain in full force and 

13 effect as to the remaining party states and in full force 

14 and effect as to the state affected as to all severable 

15 matters. 

16 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 307C.5 NO CONFLICT OF LOCAL FUNC-

17 TIONS. The Missouri river barge compact does not supersede 

18 or limit the functions, powers, duties and discretions of 

19 counties, townships, school districts, cities, levee dis-

20 tricts, drainage districts, levee and drainage districts, 
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or any other 

officials. 

governmental subdivisions or of their governing 
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:\1'1 ACT 

1'0 HA'rI':'Y AND r:l:TER II~l'O AN INTERSr;..,...: CotTl',\C' BJ::1W~fN IOI"A. 

KANSAS, :'1ISSOUld, AND NEBRASKA FOR TIlE [)F.\.'EI,()?r{f;Wf Of' THI:: 

HISSOURI RIIJF.R F",)R BARGE TRAt-'ne. 

OR n r::l;"CTr:n IW 'rilE GF.NF.RAL ;"SSI-::-tBL'i OF TII£ STATE or IOWA: 

Sp.ction 1. !'lE"'- SF:CTrol: 307C. 1 Ml~;S(;U;L RIVER BARGE 

cc·Hl'A:':T. The :1Lr,::louri l"iver int.f':rst.at.e htlt'ge corrpi!lct ic 

elL<lct.cd Int.o law .md enlclcd into .... ith .-.1\ ol.:H:r SCdt(!S whict. 

legally JOIn 10 t.he compact. u} subEt'."ntldi:ly tb(~ following 

form: 

COMPACT RETI-I'F.El; I O"dA. KANSAS, 111 SSOUH I AJ,1; NF.R:< .... SKA F0R 

THE O!:.VEL()l'l·;£NT OF TIlE r'lISS()~lRI l<IVr:k ron BAkGE TRAf?IC 

ARTICLE 

The puq)()~e~ of tbi s compact. are 'to provide fOl' P Imullng 

for the :I\V~t efficient Ilse of the ' .... "t.el's of :he Mis:;ouri 

l'~Vel', to .illcrc,we the amount. of barqt' ~.I·ttff':'c :HI U:dt :ieg­

mellt ;;.f the nissoul'i rlVet below Sioux Cit.y, 1~)¥i<\, t.o Lake 

neC:I~;H;<lri' st.eps to develop t.he t'-:.Lsbouri l"lver and its b,wks 

t.o handl'..! n·.ore bdrqc u';l,ffic than is pt"!~sently handled, t.o 

(.!f}COUl'aqe bdIge Uf~e on thdt segment oi tilt! i>lisbour:i. l·.L'.'et 

tOI' trafwpor1.ing hulk goods, cspeclally f,lLTI con·.mo:1it.il~s, 

to i.nst..:t·c that the intended increase in l>ill"fje L1'affic doe!> 

not. in,pose unacccptahlt! d:uuagc on the Mis::-.ot:l.·i rivCl' in ,'Ill 

.Lt.::; V,HiOUS uses, .1l1cluding aqLlcultuI'C, · .... ildlifc m;}rH\g~!ml!lIt, 

• , 
S~nate Fill! 22~3, r. 2 

and Iec:'eationctl o~portunltlt!s, to consider the effect!; of 

div(,:J'sicn oi the .... ·dt.P.U. of thf~ Mi.SS()'Hl I:tVer on i);,Vl(pt.lon, 

and t.o $H'omo:e JOlnt act.lor. l>ct .... een the compact pat·tlp.fi t.o 

aC:COI"lp 1 i sl; the!'>t~ purpo!;es The ?urpose!'> of tile c0mp~'\ct do 

not. lnc:ltlde lobbying dctlVtti.e!; itqain!;t tl!H~r fees fot· barge 

t,1'il1flC dnd i>uch Cictiv~t.ies under tr.l!> co:npdCt. are pt'ohicitec, 

M~.TICI.E I J 

11. IS the t"I;sponsihility of t.he four st.aU!:; to dccort'pli!>h 

!.he pllrpu$(!r. in Art.ic1.e I t:i[OUq)~ tlw offlcial !:\ e,lch state 

C(ldl'ged .... it.h the duty 01 a6.mln:st~1".l:lq the putll~c w,lt.ers .:And 

to collcct dl'.d cot".1"t;!c.tc lhto: .. qh tho::;e Oft"lClkl!> the dat..\ 

n(~C(~5S,)J'y fOJ t.1:e propel' <'\dmin:ist.r·at.ion of' the CO:IIPctct, Those 

offlCi<1L; IV',y, hy unanltr.oU!; act.ton, adopt rult!s clJ1d l'cgu!a­

t.lons to il,CCOn\p! l!"".h t.he purpo!;es of thi!O cemp<1ct" 

,\Rl'lCLE 1:1 

The st"I".(,!,> of Iowa, 11i!>50U.::1, Kelt):;,l:>, <l.nd ~etH"!S"C\ Clql"(.'C 

til,\t ..... ithu; a l'easonable t.lt:"t' l:lt:y :~ildl..j 1'u1"::111 t)H: ()!>ilg,)­

t~on::; 01 tht:~ conpdct dnd that (·ctch i>hcd. iluthor1z.e t.:'e prop.el" 

offH.:iill 01' ':lo.Jcnc}' In I ts :~I.Clt.e t.o t.i\k(~ t!H! :It.!c~!s::>ct1"y c,tep5 

to pl'onote bClI'ge US(~ ,Ind de'Je)op d:e f.\issouI·i :'i'Jel: ctS it 

flo .... s b(\t. .... ee" an:i .... ·.thin I".hf'! :;Ol·'pi,ct !:t.,)1".(~S fOI' addi.t.ionciol 

bi ... rqe t.!·affic .. 

Ml:1'ICLI:: IV 

This con'pact do(.·~ not. l~lIlit. t)\I~ ~()wel'::; gt"Cltlt(.'d in ilfl}' Ot.h~I: 

act t.o entcr into !.nt"rst.dtc 0:.: othel ;'qr'"!(;;n'"!ntr. I""li"tl·ir.q 

to the :hS!)OUI'i l'lver flowing bet. .... een dnd ' .... ithin thp. comp'l.ct 

l-i(.ilte:>. ,d tet' the l·c.lat ~O))n hetween tilt) r~spect.ivt! .1nt~rn~l 

rt"!spor,);ihiliti(\s o( th~ go· ... ern:~.~nt of a ;"I'u·T:.y !;t.itte ,lnd it!> 

sut'(:lv~slonL 01 l)nSJc!:~t or id"f"t:ct '\fly l·.l(!(itS, po .... ·ers, Ot· 

"ju1.1sLiicttol1 of the Unitc:,} Statcs.. 01 th()!-H! acting by 01 un<1el 

it.s .\uU\C)1·it.y, in, O".Jcr, ,lnd to those .... at.er!; of the 1'1is~ouri 

t'l'J(~r Adoption c-f ttl!:. co,np<1Ct. ~y t hI! gener,)l dsseml:lj' sn,lll 

M()t I"~quire !he slgnatory st.i\t.e!'i to ado~t <1ny legiG~atlon 

01 t,!,} "?P1·opl:iatt.' fund!; for tts i:"'lp~c["ent,lt.ion, 

C/) 
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SP.Oolt.e Flle 127], F 3 Senate Flle ;':273, P .... 

t\RTICU: V t.l'l:'t!>, dl'Clloaqe dlst!lct!;, ir:v(!e dnd drillnGlqe dist.r~cts, 

Other slates having an lntet"est 1n the prol,ot.ion of barqe 

lI'lsffic or. the Missouri rivet" can join 10 thU; corrpact. by 

unanimous consent of t.ne ",ember (;ta~,e!l. 

Any member (;talf~ can ',./1 thdri\W at ar.y tirr_c by appropri ,lte 

del,ion of ltG legislature 

Sec. ;:. ~r;w SE~_~~O_~. 307C.2 JURISDICTION A.'W CC1:rROL. 

The s1-ate depa.rtment. of tt"cUlspol't,ation hll.s j\u"isdicllon and 

authority to implement thp. c-llSSOUri I'LveI' barge COr.lpaCL 

Sec. 3. tll::W SF.CTION. 307C.3 DUTIES OF THE STATt: 

DEI'hRTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. The st.ate dr.pi"\rt .. ~ent of 

transportation shelll, wit.h t.he coopereltion of t.he Iowa 

devolopment. co:nrnission, the stat.c conservation co;nruiSS10I}' 

the depi.H't.rnent of water. ail: and .... <l!:;te management. ,lnd t.he 

.nember sLates' oft'iclal,; ot' aqencit~s, take t.he nec("!ssary >;teps 

to achievI! the PUI"pOset:> set. forth in t.hu, ch.lpter, 

Sec. 4. NI::1o.' SECTION" )O'/C.4 L[BERAI .. INTERPRETATION. 

This compact ~hdll be 1 ibcrally construed so dS to f~ffectuat.(! 

it!'i PUI"pOses. 'rhe compact. is severllble and 11" aay pht"il.sc, 

clause. sentencfl or pt"ovision of this cOI'lpact. it; declared 

to be contt"at'y to the constit.ut.lon of any r.tate or of the 

United Stat!'!s or the applicabil i1.y of the cOIn;>act t.o (!.ny 

govel"oment, agency, pt!rson ox' Clrcunu,tance is held invillu3, 

t.he val idi ty of the relti,linder of this compact and the 

applicdbility of it. to any government, dgency. person O[ 

circUMst.ance !lhall not. be affected. I f tIns compact is held 

t.o be cont.rary t.o the constitut.ion of ,lny stdte pcl1't1cipat.1nq 

in the compact, the compact shall l'cmain in full force and 

effect .ili to the remaining party states and in full fOl"CC 

,lnd effect as to Lhe state affected as to all severahle 

mltttOl'lL 

Sec. ~). ~~~~C'!:"LQ~. 307C.~ NO CONPI.ICT OF LOCAL FUNC­

TIONS. Tht? f<':lSSOUI"i river b,,\l'ge c()1I""pact does not !)upersedt~ 

or limiL the functions, powers, dutier. and disCl"ctlons ot 

counties. to .... nship!;. school di.strict.s, cities, levee dlS-

• • 

or .11lY other <.;overnment,ll SUtJdlVi!;ion:3 or of thc.lt' govet'olog 

c!flc\als.. 

ROSERT r, Ahl)I::RSON 

P.:p.sid~n~, of the Senat.e 

---_ .. _-
DONALD D, AVENSON 

~I)t~dket' of the HO\lse 

I hereby certify that thl5 bi 11 ol·iginat.cd In the Senate and 

}i> kno .... n ,lS Senate file 2273. Sevcnt.leth Gm.et'al Assembly" 
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Governor 
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