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A BILL FOR 
IAn Act relating to programs for returning dropouts and 

2 dropout prevention by a local school district, 

3BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
I, 

SENATE FILE 2168 
FISCAI. NOTE 

REQUESTeD BY ~EP~ESENTATI\~ OLLIE 

In compliance with a written request received March 23, 1984, 
th<)re is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for SENATE FILE 2168 
pu~suant to Joint Rule 17. Background information used in devel­
oping this Fiscal Note is available from the Legislative Fiscal 
Bureau, to members of the General Assembly upon request. 

Senate File 2168 permits a local school district to include a 
dropout prevention program with a program for returning dropouts. 

Fiscal Effect: This program is funded by property tax dollars 
with no involvement of state funds. This bill does not change the 
funding mechanism or maximum amount of property tax which can be 
raised. The program is broadened to include potential dropouts. 
It is assumed more districts would participate, the number of 
which is not known. 
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1 Section 1. Section 442.51, Code Supplement 1983, 15 amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 442.51 PROGRAMS FOR RETURNING DROPOUTS AND DROPOUT 

4 PREVENTION. For the school year beginning July 1, 1984 and 

5 sllcceeding school years, boards of school districts, 

6 individually or jointly with boards of other school districts, 

7 requesting to use additional allowable growth for programs 

8 for returning dropouts and dropout prevention, may annually 

9 submit comprehensive program plans for the programs and budget 

10 costs, including requests for additional allowable growth 

11 for funding the programs, to the department of public 

12 instruction as provided in this chapter. In addition to the 

13 requirements for program plans listed in section 442.32, the 

14 program plans shall include: 

15 1. A prOVIsion for dropout prevention and integration 

16 of dropouts into the educational program of the district. 

17 2. A proviSIon for identifying dropouts. 

18 3. A program for returning dropouts. 

19 Program plans £e~-a£epeH~e shall identify the parts of 

20 the plan that will be implemented first upon approval of the 

21 application. If a district is requesting to use additional 

22 allowable growth to finance the program, it shall not identify 

23 more than five percent of its budget enrollment for the budget 

24 year as returning dropouts and potential dropouts. 

25 Sec. 2. Section 442.52, Code Supplement 1983, is amended 

26 to read as follows: 

27 442.52 BEffNSB DEFINITIONS. 

28 1. "Returning dropouts" are resident pupils who have been 

29 enrolled in a public or nonpublic school in any of grades 

30 seVen through twelve who withdrew from schoOl for a reason 

31 other than transfer to another school or school district and 

32 who subsequently enrolled in public school in the district. 

33 2. "Potential dropouts" are resident pupils who are 

34 enrolled in a public or nonpublic school In any of grades 

35 seven through twelve who demonstrate poor school adjustment 
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1 and are expected to terminate school before graduation. Poor 

2 school adjustment is demonstrated by two or more of the 

3 following: 

4 a. High rate of absenteeism, truancy, or frequent 

5 tardiness. 

6 b. Limited or no extracurricular participation or lack 

7 of identification with school, including but not limited to, 

8 expressed feelings of not belonging. 

9 c. Poor grades, including but not limited to, failing 

10 in one or more school subjects or grade levels. 

11 d. Low achievement scores in reading or mathematics WhlCh 

12 reflect achievement at two years or more below grade level. 

13 Sec. 3. section 442.53, Code Supplement 1983, is amended 

14 to read as follows: 

15 442.53 PLANS FOR RETURNING DROPOUTS AND DROPOUT PREVENTION, 

16 The board of directors of a school district requesting to 

17 use additional allowable growth for programs for returning 

18 dropouts and dropout prevention shall submit applications 

19 for approval for the programs to the department not later 

20 than November 1 preceding the fiscal year during which the 

21 program will be offered. The department shall review the 

22 program plans and shall prior to January 15 either grant 

23 approval for the program or return the request for approval 

24 with comments of the department included. An unapproved 

25 request for a program may be resubmitted with modifications 

26 to the department not later than February 1. Not later than 

27 February 15, the department shall notify the state comptroller 

28 and the school budget review committee of the names of the 

29 school districts for which ~e programs using additional 

30 allowable growth for funding have been approved and the 

31 approved budget of each program listed separately for each 

32 school district having an approved program. 

33 Sec. 4. section 442.54, Code Supplement 1983, is amended 

34 to read as follows: 

35 442.54 FUNDING FOR PROGRAMS FOR RETURNING DROPOUTS AND 
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1 DROPOUT PREVENTION. The budget of an approved program for 

2 returning dropouts and dro2out prevention for a school 

3 district, after subtracting funds received from other sources 

4 for that purpose, shall be funded annually on a basis of one-

5 fourth or more from the district cost of the school district 

6 and up to three-fourths by an increase in allowable growth 

7 as defined in section 442.7. Annually, the state comptroller 

8 shall establish a modified allowable growth for each such 

9 district equal to the difference between the approved budget 

10 for. the program for returning dropouts and dropout prevention 

11 for that district and the sum of the amount funded from the 

12 district cost of the school district plus funds received from 

13 other sources. 

14 EXPLANATION 

15 This bill permits a local school district to include a 

16 dropout prevention program with a program for returning drop-

17 outs. Legislation was enacted in 1983 for a returning drop-

18 out program. 

19 The bill does not change the funding mechanism for the 

20 previously created returning dropout program so the dropout 

21 prevention program would have to use the same additional al-

22 lowable growth approved by the department of public instruc-

23 tion as previously used for the returning dropout program. 

24 The bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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AN ACT 

Rt:LATING TO PRr'(;RAMS I-OR Rt:TURNING DROI'OtrrS ANI.) DROPOUT PRE­

VENTION BY A LOCAL SCHOOL LJIS'fRICt. 

BE IT ENACTED BY TIiP. GENERAl, ASSEMBLY OF THF. STATE Of IOWA: 

~;ection 1. Section 41.?Sl, Code supplt~ment. 1983, h ,\lTIendcd 

t.o re,ld <1'- fo11Glo's: 

442 ~l I'HO(;RAUS "'OR RETURNING DROI'0UJS ANt) DRO..t9t!T 
!,:~LVLFTI.9.~L Fot' t.he schonl year beginning July L 1981 and 

sl!cceeding school ye_Hs, bOal"ds of school dl::.tricts, 

lndlviduallj' OJ" jointly .... ith boat"dG of oLlie!" ~chool dl::;triC~,!), 

lcqoeGting '_0 Ilse i1<!dit.ionc'll allC'I.'i.lhlc gro .... ·th f.or !:otoquuns 

[OJ' n~turnin<J dtopout.s ,')!~....s!.!:.2PP.ut .pre·Jer~~:Jon, m,lY a:1n~ally 

!>ubmit comprr:hetl~ive proqral'l plans for thc ,.roqra111$ ~nd budget: 

• 
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costs, including r'cquest:s for Clddit,ioJ)al allo .... able gTowth 

for fund1ng t.he pt'oqrarns, to the dcpa.t:trnent of public 

instt'uction as provided in this chapter In addition to the 

requirements for program plans listed in c.ection 412,32. the 

progt'arn plcms Sh.lll include: 

1. A provision for dropout prevention and inLCgl'cltion 

of dt'opouts int.o the educational progl·a.m of tile district,. 

2, A provision fot' ident.ifying dropouts, 

3. A program for rctul'ning dropouts. 

1'1'ogl'anl plans i'~t'-flt!'eJ'l'l'twp.e ~h<)~l ldettt.lfy U'e! part" 01 

the pldn t.hat will be iu'plcu'.cnted first upon ... pproval of the 

application, If a distt'ict. is reqUE:r.tlng to use ,,1ddit.ional 

allowable g['o ..... Lh to finance tho pl"oqratr",. it lihall not identify 

more th.:tn Eve percent of it.s budgl:'!t enrollment. fot the budget 

yed[' as "0t.urning dropout.::; ~9~~n~,.i,al dropoutr.. 

Sec, 2. Sectlon 117.52. CodE: Supplc:""Ient .1983. i::; am~nded 

to read as 1'0110'"'8: 

112,~)2 fHil-'iNIiR DEFIN1TlON§.. 

!..:.. "He turning dropout:.," are rc!;ident pupils ..... ho have b(~cn 

enrolled 1n •• public or nonpublic school 1n i.\ny of gr<1dcs 

$(:ven ttJrough t. .... el ... e ...,ho wit.hdrc ... · fronl school for a re.won 

,)thE:r them t.r"ln"fe:r t.o anOUH!r school 01' school di"trir;t and 

...,ho tlUbEe4\1ent1~' erlrolled in puhlic ::::chool in the dir.tl"ict. 

~ .. :.'" .. P().t!,-n~ 1 aL ~l'(~l)_(~~!~~ ,lre r~.~.Hh·n~" ..E.!!E..il~ "!~}:?, e~~ 

~~!lrS'llcd._~,~~bl.~_c or n(mpubl,~(..:.::>ch~£l.....!!l.....i'!~1 o~· .. 9..~':'Sdt::E. 

~:~yen ~h.;:\},~~9.!~_--,;:-:"e 1 ~~-.::.!!o_ d~mol')~~ ~J:.: ~ ~:e £9_0 r !;cl:t,.q.;>.1 ~~l.!l.:; t'llent 

ana ,~.r~ expe-;.:t.~~~t.o t.t::[·mll1~tc ... gch~(?.!._bef2r.~ .g,::"!.d\lat,lQ.!.l.:_._l'?~.l~ 

!'rehool adl\I~t.rn..t-B.~_.i~,_de!!!~nstT~_~,e_~.£L!-.1...:~ Q!"_.~e Qf lobe.; 

!..2.A.t~! r<.9 ~ 
~.;,. 1h.9h l'at;e of .. ~b~4!!.!.~eeisl(,. t;nl~!H:y. or he~~n~ 

l~!~~j.,D("!sS . 

~. Lirnit.E:r.I .0[.'. f~?,£..xtr<1cuni£~~a!: parti.clp~,=,.i,9.1) 01' lack 

?L}!~~!:!!,_~~ .. i,~,<1 t I on_,~~ t.J:l_ s.o:.:..i}.ool • .l~<;J..u~,i,!'.5.L_but !'~~) im i. tpo t9, 
~.>:prp:-~ed fe~ 1 i ~}!l~ ._0 f not be.!?nSI.!.!!.9..:. 
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c ._Poo~·. gre)d,,!;, l)Kbdinq but :lot l~.mi~.e:l1:0., __ finllll:1 

+.~~ __ C::'H:_ 01 fr.o:·e :;.cl}?ol....:~~.J~c~.? 01" .91·a.c!!........!e ... ":s. 

~ .. ___ ~o:--:....!.£.t:!~.~x~/IIcn': &CO: ';".3_ . +.n . l_·e.~dl"!.9........2.!.~<". t.ht"!rnilt .. l'-:.:....~ wll~ eh 

r·e f 1 f":ct; __ :~::-:!~~.c_,!.~;~~).~~~._:1 p __ two y"ar !! __ ~.~.~;:e .. pf: l.!?~ 9fa9t:: ! CV(!~..:. 

Sec: 3. Scctio:) 442 53, Codp. S'..lppleJn~nt 198:>, ~$ arnend~d 

to read .u; follows' 

.. 12.53 PLANS fOR RJ::.TUIUHNi..; DRorOUTS ANn nR()p()lJT_ .. P~.E:lI::~~r!UN, 

The bo<ud of dirt:ctors of a $c~ool di&t:ricl requp.st".uICj to 

usc addltion,)l allo' ... able gro .... th f01" progl·,U1l:; fot· returning 

dropout!; and dt·opou.t_ prevent.Lon 8tH,ll submIt ap).'lH.-at)Ons 

for approve)! for the proqr,lms to t.hc depiu:tme.nt 1~0t. later 

than ~:ov~"lltel" 1 precedlng t.he fl$Cal yedl· t!'.lrinq which thE: 

program .... 111 bc offcl·cd. The departJ.1~nt. shall revie"'· t.he. 

proqra.m plans and shlill priOt· to ,1aOl1<)ry I!. cit.hp.r gl·ant 

c!!.?pI·ova1 for the P1"og,·atO Ot· ret.un) the 1"(~quclit. f01· ap~!·oval 

.... lth comments 01 th(: dt~pc\1"t!TIent includt"!d. An un;.ppr·ovciJ. 

request for ,,\ progr,am f~ay be resubtt',itted .... ith rncdifiCdtlons 

to th~ departm(.·nt. not lat.er t.han f'clnl.lary 1, Not lat.er t.han 

Ft"!bl"u,lry 11), t.he dcp.ll"lfficnt. shall notlfy the (,tate (";ompt.r·oIlel' 

c\l\d the school hudgp.t. l·tlvit~W comnittce of the narnet. of the 

t.chool dlst.rlct.s for which UU~ progr,lrnli uSing .:tddlt.lonal 

allo"",lble growth for fundil".q have b~~n ilp~r0ved and Ule 

,"lPPl·oved bud'1et 01" edch progrdrl ll$ted s('Pelr·e)t.(~Iy 

~chool dist.rict having an approved progra:n, 

$t:c. 4 Sect i on 442. ~,1, <:odc Supp 1 c;nent 198 J , 

to rc,ld M: follow,.: 

fo!· Ci..K'-;·) 

i.s arnendt"!d 

';'42, :)4 fOVNDII;G :'Oll PRC-0RAMS FOR i<ETURNING l.l~OI'OtJT~ ANV 

:)t:<C?t:Q..l!J'_~~.R.!~Vl':N'r.I/JN. T!)e l:udqt~t of ,10 ttP~>1"0v,"~d prognun rOt· 

ret\lC"fno'J drop0\.lts ~_"d drcpo\~t .. prev~nti~~ for ,1 school 

dilJtxi.ct., <liter s·,lbtl·,\Clinq fund& n.:t:elved {rom oth(~r "ourc,~s 

for ~ha t purpo&e, (,;hall be funded annua 11 y on I! ba& 1 S 0 i onc­

fO\lJ·~.h OJ rnore from Ute du;trict cost of the !'chooI dl!>t,·ict 

and up ':0 thr~e-loul·t.hs by ,10 ir:crease in ,1IIow,\hle Cjro"'th 

i.\8 defined 10 $t"!c~.i()n 442.7. Anllually, the stat..! comptrolle, 

Shilll est.abllsh a rn011fird C\l~owable 9~0~ttl for cac:tl such 

Sp.nate file )168, P. , 

dlt.trict p.qu,)l to the differc.))(:e betwc~n t.he ("lppro\'~1.! budget 

for the program for r"lunling dl0POUt.!; :!!~droE£~lt: l:'l·t:.V(!r~tJ.on 

for: that di.strict clnd t.oe sum of t.he amount fund(!d fro:·11 tlle 

dIstrict C:O!:.t of the school digt.r lct plu!> h:nds received from 

other bou,·ces. 

ROBERT T, ANDERSON 

Pt·esident of Ule SCIlC\te 

nONAi.o (). AVRNSON 

SPCi.\kCl· of the House 

I hrrcby certify that this bill originated in t.he Sonat." clnd 

IB known ,1;; Senat.e File 2168, Sr:venticth General Asr..embly, 

APpr"v,,{i~ ~ 

TF.RRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 
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