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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to drainage district expenses and assessments. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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, . ~~:~d Senate File 2153 as passed by the Sepa-te 
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S.L ~lS~ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 455.40, Code 1983, lS amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 455.40 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS. The board shall cause 

4 notice to be given by publication once each week for two 

5 consecutive weeks in seme ~ newspaper published in the county 

6 WfteFe%R-s~eR where the improvement is located, and sHeR 

7 additlonal advertisement and publication elsewhere as it may 

8 direct, of the time and place of letting the work of 

9 construction of sa~a the improvement, specifying the 

10 approximate amount of work to be done in each numbered section 

11 of the district, the time fixed for the commencement, and 

12 the time of the completion ~ReFeef of the work, that bids 

13 will be received on the entire work and in sections or 

14 divisions ~ReFeef of it, and that each bidder will be required 

15 to deposit with R~S the bid cash or certified check on and 

16 certified by a bank in Iowa, payable to the auditor or R~S 

17 the auditor's order, at Ris the auditor's office, in an amount 

18 equal to ten percent of Ris the bid, in no case to exceed 

19 ten thousand dollars. WReR If the estimated cost of the 

20 improvement exceeds fifteen thousand dollars, the board may 

21 make additional publication for two consecutive weeks in seffie 

22 eeRtFae~eFs a contractors' journal of general circulation, 

23 giving only the type of proposed construction or repairs, 

24 estimated amount, date of letting, amount of bidder's bond, 

25 and the name and address of the county auditor. All notices 

26 shall fix the date to which bids will be received and upon 

27 which Sd~e work will be let. "Heep~7-ReweveF HOlVever, when 

28 the estimated cost of the improvement is less than tWeR~Y-

57°-? 29 f~ve-R1:IREIFeEl five thousand dollars, the board may let the 

30 contract for SHeR construction without taking bids tReFefeF 

31 and without publishing dRY notice as-aaeve-pFev±EleEi. 

32 Sec. 2. Section 455.63, Code 1983, is amended to read 

33 as follows: 

34 455.63 PAYMENT BEFORE BONDS OR CERTIFICATES ISSUED. All 

35 assessments for benefits, as corrected and approved by the 
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1 board, shall be levied at one time against the property 

2 benefited, and when levied and certified by the board, BRaii 

3 ee are payable at the o=fice of the county treasurer. SaeR 

4 ~ person eF-eeF~era~±6H-sRai±-Rave-£Re-F±~Rt may, wlthln 

5 tWeH~Y thirty days after the levy of assessments, £6 pay R±S 

6 6F-±tS the person's assessment in full without interest, and 

7 before any warrants against assessments, improvement 

8 eeFt±f±ea~e certiflcates or drainage eeHa-±s bonds are issued 

9 tReFefer for the assessment, and aay may pay a certificate 

10 at any time after issue, with accrued interest. 

11 EXPLANATION 

12 This bill provides that an improvement must exceed five 

13 thousand dollars rather than twenty-five hundred dollars 

14 before a drainage district is required to advertise for bids 

15 and allows a person or corporation thirty days to pay an 

16 assessment in full without interest. The bill takes effect 

17 July 1 following enactment. 
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AN ACT 

RELATIlW 1,() DRAlNAGl:: DISTRICT EXPHNS!::S ANt) ASSESSMENTS, 

hE 11' l-:NhCTED H'i THK G~Ht-:RAI, ASSEMbLY OF THE STA'l'B OF IOWA: 

St:c:tion 1. Sect.ioll 455.40, Code 1983. is amended to read 

.,s fo110 .... s: 

455.40 ADVEk'rlSl':M£NT FOR BIDS. The boan) shall. cause 

notl(;e to be giV(m by publication once cilc:h .... eek (Ot· two 

cOfl!.>eclIt.iv('J weekli in "61le ! newspaper published in the county 

whe!'etR-IHUfH ~,h.~!:.~ .. ~h~ irnpl'ovement if; 10c<lted, and tnu.,k 

dJditioni:ll advcl::tisP.lTlent and publicati.on c,ls4!where as 1t: may 

direct., ot tlto time and placc of lett.ing t.he work of 

- -
Senate nlt! 21!l3, 1'. 2 

con~tt'ucti()n of fUlU!. ~J)~ 1 rnpl.'ovefllenl , speci fyinq tht~ 

elPPI.'oxim,llc ,unount. of I.,'ot'k t.o be done i,n eAch numb~r~d st~clion 

of the di.!.itrict, the time fixed for the commtmcerutmt •• lnd 

t.he time of t.he complet.ion "keweeE 2.f ""!:D" work. t.hat bids 

will be n~ceived 00 the "ntil"e work and in secti.ons 01" 

divudoos t;ke~eel of it" and t,hdt t:"tlch bidder wi.ll bu required 

to depusit. with R,j,1t 1,hp. bid cal:ih 01.' certi bed check on itnd 

CE:l'ti fled hy it bank in 10 ..... eI, paY<lble to the .1t..ditOl: or: ht8 

~tl~ "~!:'~"f:.io, OrdtH", at. h~a the a~0.!..t~ol:'S office, in an amount 

equal to ten percent of h,j,e tt}.f::. bid, in no C'1S.~ to exceed 

ten thousand dollars. WkeA!1 the t:"stimilted cost of the 

improvelncnt exceeds fifteen thousand dollars, Ute board mity 

make addi tional publ ication for two consecutive weeks in aaMe 

tr8ft~"4ehH'8 ~,~<.:"-;.oJs· journal of genet'al c.:irculation, 

giving only t,ho type of Pt'oposed construction 01' l"epairs. 

est.irnatltld clII'Iount, date of h,tt:ing, amount of bidder's bond. 

and the name and address of the county auditor, All notices 

shall fix till! date t.o which hidli will be l'eccived and upon 

which Itft,j,d wOl'k will be let. Htte6'p"7-hewevel' 1I0WQVel', when 

the estirnat.ed cost of the impl'ovcment is l.ess than ~"f~ftt!;y­

'Hve-h~ftdl'ed five tt:l.Q.~8and dollars, t~he board may let lhe 

contract for I!Ht&k construction .... ithout l.ilking bidli ~ket'et'el' 

and without publishinq aPt)' notice U-aB8ye-,.'eyis&s. 

Sec, 2. Section 155.63, Code 1983, is amended to read 

an follows: 

455.&3 PAYMEtrr l~fifORE BONDS OR CERTIJfICATES ISSUEO. All 

dSBessments fOl' benefits, d,s, cot'l:ected and <Ipprovcd by the 

bOded, sh .. ,ll be levied at" one titl'le against the property 

henefited. and when levied und certi fied by t.he boat'd, ttftCl"H 

De ~t·~ Pdyable ilt the office of lhe county tl'caSUl"(!t:. Bash 

~ per60n 8t'-a8.ltel"",=,i61'1-It)"dt-haye-'='ke-~ifJh\! !I:!"~, wi thin 

tW'eRty thi!"~y' days dift.el" the levy of assesu.mcnts. ,,& pay ht,a 

et'-t"H ~J'~Jersoo,'"~ dSSenSfflE:nt in full wit.hout int.tH:t!!.it. aud 

befol'fJ dtly warrants ag4iost aSlicssmont!l, ittllll"ovem~nt 

eet"t;.H~", .. e c:~~:~l_ft~.s.,:~ or dl"dlnage 861\4-t .. ~0r.!9~_~!"~ issued 
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~Rerefer for the assessment, and SRY may pay a certificate 

at any time after issue, with accrued interest. 

CHARLES P. MILLER 

President Pro Tempore of the 

Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 2153, Seventieth General Assembly. 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 
Governor 

, 1984 

K. MARIE THAYER 

Secretary of the Senate 


