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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the discharge of seriously mentally im-

2 paired persons who have been involuntarily hospitalized 

3 in connection with a criminal conviction or unresolved 

4 criminal charge or pursuant to an acquittal due to in-

S sanity or diminished responsibility. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S . F. :2.0 t c( H . F . 

1 Section 1. section 229.16, Code 1983, IS amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 229.16 DISCHARGE AND TERMINATION OF PROCEEDING. 

4 1. When In th~ opinion of the chief medjc~l offIcer a 

5 patIent who IS hospital1zed under section 229.14, subsection 

6 2, or 1S receiving treatment under section 229.14, subsection 

7 3, or is in full-time care and custody under section 229.14, 

8 subsection 4 ef-see~ieR-?~9714 no longer requires treatment 

9 or care for serious mental impairment, the chief medical 

10 officer, except as provided in subsection 2 of this section, 

11 shall tentatively discharge the patient and immediately report 

12 that fact to the court which ordered the patient's 

13 hospitalization or care and custody. The court shall ~keFeH~eR 

14 Issue an order confirming the patient's discharge from the 

15 hospital or from care and custody, a8-~ke-ea8e-MaY-Be, and 

16 shall terminate the proceedings pursuant to which the order 

17 was issued. Copies of the order shall be sent by certified 

18 mail to the hospital and the patient. 

19 2. The chief medical officer shall not discharge a patient, 

20 who has been placed in the hospital or other suitable facility 

21 for psychiatric evaluation and appropriate treatment pursuant 

22 to R.Cr.P. 21(8), Ia. Ct. Rules, 2nd ed., in connection with 

23 the patient's conviction for a public offense, or in connection 

24 with an unresolved formal charge of a public offense pending 

25 against the patient, until the court which ordered the 

26 patient's hospitalization or care and custody issues an order 

27 discharging the patient from the hospital or from care and 

28 custody and notifies the county attorney of the proper county 

29 of the discharge. 

30 Sec. 2. Section 229.20, subsection 1, Code 1983, IS amended 

31 to read as follows: 

32 1. If the court orders a respondent placed in a hospital 

33 or other suitable facility for psychiatric evaluat10n and 

34 appropriate treatment a~-a-~iMe-wReR-~ke-Fe8~eRaeR~-Ra8-BeeR 

35 eeRYie~ea-ef pursuant to R.Cr.P. 21(8), Ia. Ct. Rules, 2nd 
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S.F. ~olfr" H.F. 

1 ed., In connection with the respondent's conviction for a 

2 public offense, or wReR-~Re~e-is-~eRaiR~-a~ai~s~-~Re-fes~eRaeR~ 

3 in connection with an unresolved formal charge of a public 

4 offense pending against the respondent, and the respondent's 

5 liberty has therefore been restricted in any manner, the 

6 finding of fact required by section 229.13 shall clearly so 

7 inform the chief medical officer of the hospital where the 

8 respondent is placed. 

9 Sec. 3. Section 226.29, Code 1983, IS repealed. 

10 EXPLANATION 

11 This bill requires the issuance of a court order and 

12 notification of the proper county attorney before a chief 

health institute or other 13 medical officer of a state mental 

16 

17 

14 suitable facility is authorized to discharge a patient com-

15 mitted in connection with a criminal conviction or unresolved 

criminal charge or pursuant to an acquittal due to insanity 

or diminished responsibility. 
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The bill takes effect July 1 following enactment. 
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SE:-<A'n FILE 7018 

i Amend Senate Fi!e 2018 as follows: 
7 1 Page 1. by striking lines 19 through 29 and 
3 :nserting in lieu thereof the following: 
-t "2. The chie: medical office!: shall not dischar e 
:- CJ :'1atlent who has eer. clacec l.!:. the nOsolta 
6 ~ultable faClllty for csychlatr:c evaluatlon and 
7 aD !:oorlate treaL~ent 1n connectIon WIth the atient's 
8 convIctIon ~or a publIC 01 ense pursuant to R.Cr.P. 
9 23(3)(c). la. Ct. Rules, 2nd ed., or In connectlon 

10 WIth an unresolved formal charge of a publiC offense 
endlna a Blnst the catlent ursuant to cha ter 812, 

12 or who has been found not Ul t bv reason of InsanIt 
13 Or dlmlnlshe resoonslbilit and commItte ursuant 
14 to R.Cr.P. 21 8 . ra. Ct. Ru_es, 2n e., untll the 
15 court WhlCh oraere t e atlent's hos ltallzatlon 
16 or care and custod Issues an order lse ar In the 

atlent trom the hosPlta or 1rom care and custod ." 17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
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2. By strl Ing page 1, lne 35 through page 2, 
line 4, and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
"eeRyiete~-ef-a-~H~~ie-effeR6eT-e~-wheR-thefe-i6 
~eR~iR~-a~aiRB~-tRe-fe9~eR~eA~ in connection with 
the res ondent's conviction for a Uhlic offense 
pursuant to R.Cr.P. 23 3 c. lao Ct. Ru es, 2n ed., 
or In connectIon wIt. an unreso ve forma charge 
of a publIC offense pending against the respondent 
pursuant to chapter 812, or who has been found not 
gUIlty by reason of lnsanlta or dImlnlshed 
responslblllt and commItte ursuant to R.Cr.P. 
21 8 , ra. ct. Ru es, 2nd e ., an t e respondent's". 

5-5171 SENATE FILE 2018 

s - :) ;,11 FILE D 
FEBRUARY 23 1984 
d ~~j ,oJ", (I- t'J.s- ) 

BY CO;·l.'1IT'rEE ON JUDICIARY 
DONALD V. DOYLE, CHAIR 
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·' SEt,ATE FILE 2018 
:-;-';317 
1 ;\;nend the amendme!lt, 5-5171, ta Senate Flle 2018 

~:; follows; 
'3 1. Page I, by strikIng lines 2 through 8 aIld 
'. Inserting in lieu thereof the following; 
S "1. Page 1, by striking lines 19 t~rough 29 and 
6 inserting In liell thereof the following: 
7 "2. The chief medical officer shall not dischar<lE' 
8 a patient who has been claced In the hOsPItaL or ot6cr 
9 ~ultable facILIty for psychIatric evaluatIon and. 

10 :'!f'~prlate treatment In connection WIth the patIent's 
11 convIction for a pubilc offense pursuilnt to R.C~ 
12 22(3)(c), la. CL Rules, 2nd ed., or In connection 
13 WIth all unresolved formal charge of a publIC offense 
14 pendIng against the patient oursuant to chaoter 812, 
15 or who hilS been found not gUll tY..J:>y reilson 0 f !!1sa~ 
16 or 01mlrllShed responsIbility and commItted pllrsu~~ 
17 to R.Cr.P. 21(8), lao Ct. fiules, 2nd ed., ulltll Llle 
18 court WlllCh ordered the patIent's hospltaTi.Z"atHll} . 
19 or Cilre and custodv holds a dIscharge heilrlng whie/: 
20 sha 11 be held WI Lll1n [orty-e1gtlt hours of the court's 
21 recelot of the chIef medlc~l off1cer's recort 
22 conclud1ng that the pat1ent no longel: reguiTes 
23 treatment or care." 
24 2. By strlklng page 1, line 35 through page 2, 
25 line 4, and inserting 1n lieu thereof the words 
26 "ee RY i etea -ef - a -l?tlB±'i:e-ef feRs e,-e f -wl'leR - HIe r-e- ~ s 
21 peRa'i:R.-a.a~R9t-t~e-feSl?eRaeRl in connection with 
28 the rpspondent's conviction for a publIC offense 
29 DurSllant to R.Cr.P. 22(3)(c), la. Ct. Rules, 2nd ed., 
31) or 1n connectIon W1th an unresolved formal cha1·ge 
31 0 f a publlC offense pending aqains t the responde:1 t 
32 pursuant to chapter 812, or who has been Iound not 
33 gUll ty by Cf~ilson of lnsan1 tv Or dimilllslled 
34 !:.::'~OllSlbll.'Ly and committed pursuant to R.Cr.? 
:F, 2l(lJ), la. Ct. Rules, 2na ed., and the respondent's"''' 

S-C,317 FILED 
MARCH 3, 1984 
flu 4:df .. 3,,; 

BY PATRICK J. DELUHERY 
TOM MANN, JR. 
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