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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to missing persons and the time and manner 

in which missing person investigations are to be performed, 

and providing a penalty. 

BE IT ENACTED BY GENERAL ASSEHBLY OF THE STATE OF IOh'A: 

C:PB-16191 11.17"J. 



S.F. $/7 H.F. 

1 section 1. Sections 2 through 6 of this Act are created 

2 as a new chapter in the Code. 

3 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. COMPLAINT OF MISSING PERSON. 

4 1. A person may fIle a complaint of missing person with 

5 a law enforcement agency having jurisdiction. The complaint 

6 shall include, but is not limited to, the following 

7 information: 

8 a. The name of the complainant. 

9 b. The relationship of the complainant to the missing 

10 person. 

11 c. The name, age, address, and all identifying 

12 characteristics of the missing person. 

13 d. The length of time the person has been missing. 

14 c. All other information deemed relevant by either the 

15 complainant or the law enforcement agency. 

16 2. A copy of the complaint of missing person shall be 

17 gIven to all law enforcement personnel currently on active 

18 duty for that agency immediately upon its being filed. 

19 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. REPORT ON MISSING PERSON. 

20 1. A law enforcement agency in which a complaint of missing 

21 person has been filed shall prepare, as soon as practicable, 

22 a report on missing person. That report shall include, but 

23 IS not limited to, the following: 

24 a. All information contained in the complaint on missIng 

25 person. 

26 b. All information or evidence gathered by a preliminary 

27 investigation, if one was made. 

28 c. A statement, by the law enforcement offIcer in charge, 

29 setting forth that officer's assessment of the case based 

30 upon all evidence and information received. 

31 d. An explanation of the next steps to be taken by the 

32 law enforcement agency filing the report. 

33 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. DISSEMINATION Of REPORT. Upon 

34 completion of the report, a copy of the report shall be 

35 forwarded to: 
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s.F . ..$'I7 H.F. 

1 1. All law enforcement agencies having jurisdiction of 

2 the location in which the missing person lives or was last 

3 seen. 

4 2. All law enforcement agencies considered to be 

5 potentially involved by the law enforcement agency filing 

6 the report. 

7 3. All law enforcement agencies which the complainant 

8 requests the report to be sent to, if the request is reasonable 

9 in light of the information conta1ned in the report. 

10 4. Any law enfOL"Cement agency requesting a copy of the 

11 missing person report. 

12 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. FALSE INFORMATION--PENALTY. A 

13 person who knowingly makes a false statement concerning 

14 information required to be included in a complaint of missing 

15 person or a report on missing person is guilty of a simple 

16 misdemeanor. 

17 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. UNEMANCIPATED MINORS. 

18 1. If a complaint of m1ssing person involves an 

19 unemancipated minor, the law enforcement agency, 1n addition 

20 to the requirements of section 2, subsection 2, of this Act 

21 shall immediately transmit the complaint for inclusion 1n 

22 the llational crime informatlon center computer. 

23 2. If a complaint of missing person involves an 

24 unemancipated minor, the law enforcement agency shall not 

25 prevent an immediate active investigation on the basis of 

26 an agency rule which specifies an automatlc time 11mitation 

27 for a missing person investigation. 

28 EXPLANATION 

29 This bill provides for a uniform system of complaint and 

30 report procedures to be used by law enforcement agencies when 

31 involved in a missing person investigation. 

32 This bill also provides for a penalty for the giving of 

33 false information in a complaint or report of a missing person, 

34 and that no automatic time limitations may be used vlhen dealing 

35 with the investigation of a missing unemancipated minor. 
36 The bill takes effect July 1 followings its enactment. 
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SENATE 4 
FEBRUARY 24, 1984 

SENATE FILE 517 

Amend Senate File 517 as follows: 
1. By striking everything after the enacting 

3 clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "section 1. NEW SECTION. 694.1 MISSING PERSONS. 
5 As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 
6 indicates, "missing person" means a person who is 
7 missing and meets one of the following characteristics: 
8 1. Is physically or mentally disabled. 
9 2. Was, or is, in the company of another person 

10 under circumstances indicating that the missing 
11 person's safety may be in danger. 
12 3. Is missing under circumstances indicating that 
13 the disappearance was not voluntary. 
14 4. Is an unemancipated minor. 
15 For purposes of this chapter an "unemancipated 
16 minor ll means a minor who has not married and who 
17 resides with a parent or other legal guardian. 
18 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 694.2 DISSEMINATION OF 
19 INFORMATION. When a report of a missing person has 
20 been received by a law enforcement agency having 
21 jurisdiction, the agency shall notify: 
22 1. On duty personnel of the agency, as soon as 
23 practicable, through internal means and over the 
24 appropriate police radio network. 

2. All law enforcement agencies considered to 
be involved by the law enforcement agency having 
jurisdiction. 

28 3. All law enforcement agencies to which the 
29 person filing the report requests that the information 
30 be sent, if the request is reasonable in light of 
31 the information contained in the report. 
32 4. All law enforcement agencies requesting the 
33 information. 
34 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 694.3 UNEMANCIPATED MINORS. 
35 1. If a report of missing person involves an 
36 unemancipated minor, the law enforcement agency shall 
37 immediately t~ransmi t the proper information for 
38 inclusion in the national crime information center 
39 computer. 
40 2. If a report of missing person involves an 
41 unemancipated minor, a law enforcement agency shall 
42 not prevent an immediate active investigation on the 
43 basis of an agency rule which specifies an automatic 
44 time limitation for a missing person investigation. 
45 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 694.4 FALSE INFORMATION-
46 -PENALTY. A person who knowingly makes a false report 
47 of missing pE:rson, or knowingly makes a false statement 
48 in the report~, to a law enforcement agency is guilty 
49 of a simple misdemeanor." 

·5147 FILED 
~BRUARYI 23, 1984 

t{d~ ;). (.,< 0, (! 5"7'1) 

BY COMHITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
DONALD V. DOYLE, CHAIR 



SENATE FILE 517 
S-5158 

Amend amendment $-5147 to Senate File 517 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 37, by striking the word 
4 "inunediately" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
5 words "within eight hours". 

5-5158 FILED 
FEBRUARY 27, 1984 
X~- ,;j.t'f (1' 57() 

BY JOE WELSH 
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A BILL FOR 
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S.L 517 H.P. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 694.1 MISSING PERSONS. As used 

2 in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, 

3 "missing person" means a person who is missing and meets one 

4 of the following characteristics: 

5 1. Is physically or mentally disabled. 

6 2. Was, or is, in the company of another person under 

7 circumstances indicating that the missing person's safety 

8 may be in danger. 

9 3. Is missing under circumstances indicating that the 

10 disappearance was not voluntary. 

11 4. Is an unemancipated minor. 

12 For purposes of this chapter an "unemancipated minor" means 

13 a minor who has not married and who resides with a parent 

14 or other legal guardian. 

,:":<;2'15 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 694.2 DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION. 

16 When a report of a missing person has been received by a law 

17 enforcement agency having jurisdiction, the agency shall 

18 notify: 

19 1. On duty personnel of the 

20 through internal means and over 

21 network. 

agency, as soon 

the appropriate 

as practicable, 

police radio 

22 2. All law enforcement agencies considered to be involved 

23 by the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction. 

24 3. All law enforcement agencies to which the person filing 

25 the report requests that the information be sent, if the 

26 request is reasonable in light of the information contained 

27 in the report. 

28 4. All law enforcement agencies requesting the information. 

29 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 694.3 UNEMANCIPATED MINORS. 

30 1. If a report of missing person involves an unemancipated 

31 minor, the law enforcement agency shall immediately transmit 

32 the proper information for inclusion in the national crime 

33 information center computer. 

34 2. If a report of missing person involves an unemancipated 

35 minor, a law enforcement agency shall not prevent an immediate 
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active investigation on the basis of an agency rule which 

specifies an automatic time limitation for a missing person 

investigation. 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 694.4 FALSE INfORMATION--PENALTY. 

A person who knowingly makes a false report of missing person, 

or knowingly makes a false statement in the report, to a law 

enforcement agency is guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 

-2-
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SENATE FILE 517 
H-5826 

~nend Senate File 517 as amended. passed and 
2 cepci~ted by the Sena~e as follows: 
j Page :. by str~~ing llnes 15 t!:ro~gh 28 and 
~ !~~;~~tlng in lieu :hereof the fcl:owi~g: 

"Sec. 2. NEW SEC'I'IO~. CGMPLA!:-;T OF 1·1jSSING Pt:RSO:-;. 
A person may !lle a comp:a~nt of a missing 

7 pe~son with a law enforcement agency having 
a j~~:sdic~ion. The complaint shall :ncl~de, but is 
9 nOe limited to, the following informatlon: 

:..0 d. The name of the complainant. 
~. ~he relationship of the comp:alna:~t to the 

~2 m1ss1ng person. 
.!.....'i ~. The name, age, address, and al: :dentifying 
)~ characteristIcs of the ~issir.g persor.. 

d. The length of time the person ~as been mlsslng. 
e. All other information deemed relevant by e:ther 

:7 ~he complainant or the law enforcement agency. 
2. A report of the complaint of mlsslng person 

~c shdll be given to all law enforcement personnel 

16 

20 currently on active duty for that agency through 
~l l~ternal means and over the law enfo~ce~er.t 
22 acLT,inistration network imr!lediate~y upon its being 
23 filed. 
2~ Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. REPORT ON ~ISSi~G PERSON. 
25 A law entorcement agency 1n w~ich ~ comclaint 
26 of a missing person has been frIed shall prepaie, 
27 as soon as practicable, a report o~ a mIss:ng person. 
28 That report shall include, but :s not limited to, 
29 the following: 
30 a. All information contained in the complaint 
? ": ~. on a mlsslng person. 
32 b. All lnformatlon or eVldence gathered by a 
3J pre~iminary investigation, if one was mace. 
3~ ~. A statement, by the law e~forcemen~ offIcer 
35 in charge, setting forth that officer's assessment 
36 of the case based upon all evide~ce and In:ormation 
3""7 recelved. 
38 d. An explanation of the next steps tc De taken 
39 ~y t~e law enforcement agency filing the ceport. 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. DISSEMI~ATION OF REPORT. 
4: Upon completlon ot the report, a copy of the repoct 
42 sha:l be forwarded to: 

_,' ~ll l~w e~for~~m~nt. agencl~s having jurisdlctlon 
~.= of r~e :oc-·'o~ 'n ··J~~Ch ~~e m'ss'~N ~'e-ron 'l'ves .. - ~.. .... d. 1-..1.. .oj .. £ W~l..l.. ';'1 ....... .:. ;..... ..:.. •• ':1 ~ .... .;>, .... 

45 or was last seen. 
2. All law enforce~en~ agenCl&S co~s:cered to 

4~ b~ potentially involved by the law enforce~e~t age~cy 
48 fill~g the report. 

3. AI! law enforcement dge~cles wnlcn the 
SO ~omplainant requests the ceport to be sene to. If 

1 ~he :.:equest is reasonable i:; light of the lnformatlon 
2 con:~lned l~ the report. 
3 _ ';: Any law enforcement agency reguestlng a copy 
4 Ot ::~e mlsslng person cepor:.." 
S :2 . Rem:mber as necessary. 



S-5696 
HOUSE 1'.NENDNENT TO SENATE FILE 517 

1 A~p~d Senate File 517 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. ·Page 1, by- striking lines. 15 through 28 and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 «Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. COMPLAINT OF !>lISSING PERSON. 
6 1. A person may f~le a complaint of 0 missing 
7 person with a law enforcement agency having 
8 jurisdiction. The complaint .Ehall include, but is 
9 not limited to, the following information: 

10 a. The name of the complainant. 
11 b. The relationship of the complainant to the 
12 missing person. 
13 c. The name, age, address, and all identifying 
14 characteristics of the missing person. 
15 d. The length of tiITe the person has been missing. 
16 e. All other information deemed relevant by either 
17 the complainant or the law enforcement agency. 
18 2. A report of the complaint of missing person 
19 shall be given to all law enforcement personnel 
20 currently on active duty for that agency through 
21 internal .means and over the law enforcement 
22 administration network immediately upon its being 
23 filed. 
24 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. REPORT ON MISSING PERSON. 
25 1. A law enforcement agency in which a complaint 
26 of a missing person has been filed shall prepare, 
27 as soon as practicable, a report on a missing person. 
28 That report shall include, but is not limited to, 
29 the following: 
30 a. All information contained in the ~omplaint 
31 on a missing person. 
32 b. All information or evidence gathered by a 
33 preliminary investigation, if one was made. 
34 c. A statement, by the law enforcement officer 
35 in charge, setting forth that officer's assessment 
36 of the case based upon all evidence and information 
37 received. 
38 d. An explanation of the next steps to be taken 
39 by the law enforcement agency filing the report. 
40 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. DISSEHINATION OF REPORT. 
41 Upon completion of the report, a copy of the report 
42 shall be forwarded to: 
43 1. All law enforcement agencies having jurisdiction 
44 of the location in which the missing person lives 
45 or was last seen. 
46 2. All law enforcement agencies considered to 
47 be potentially ir.·.'ol ved by the law enforcement agency 
48 filing the report. 
49 3. All law enforcement agencies which the 
50 complainant requests the report to be sent. to, if 

PAGE 2 

1 the request is reasonable in light of the information 
2 contained in the report. 
3 4. Any law enforcement agency requesting a co!)~' 
4 of the missing person report." 
5 2. Ren~~ber as necessary. 

5-5696 FILED 
MARCH 30, 1984 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 
./.'~ ...c,...,.~.~ "14 (ef 1.2.+) 
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AN ACT 

RELATlNG 1\') i'lISSlNG PERSCNS AND TfIF: TiHE AND !·WlNl::l< IN 

'''/UICH MISSING PERSON INVRSTlGAl'WNS ARK TO m; PF:RFORt1F.D. 

A:m PROVInWr. A PENALTY. 

Bf. IT RNACrFn BY THE GI::l-lEk.r'L AZSENSLV or TilE STATE 01:' IOWA: 

SE:;ction 1. !!~~ .. ~~CTlot". 694.1 ~:ISSING PERSONS. ,,\p, llsed 

J.1l Unu chapu:[, \ullelOs the COfltt:>:t othet·\.'lr,~ indic"t.('!!=;, 

"unsu1ng pt:t"son" mCdll!; .:.0 Pt!l'1301l ...,ho i:; I1Hr..Slnq and meet.!) one; 

of t.hc following ch,u'act(!['istlCIO: 

1. lu ~hyuic<l11y 01.' ruentd11y dluCibled, 

2. Was, OJ 1S, in t.lw c:omp'U1j' of anot.her per!6on \Jndet· 

c:irCUIT'~t.M)cCS indic,lt.ing t.hilt~ UH! rnissin<j Vt!t"liOn's safety 

may b~~ In d;lngp r . 

3. Ir, l-:llr.s1nq under e:ir:cumr.tances indicating thllt t.h<.' 

disappearance ...,as not voluntary. 

q. 110. an uner,ancipated minot'. 

For purposes of this chapter ,1n "unl~m'lncipdtt!d mlnor" In~an!.> 

" R>iuot· who ha!> not married and who re!:'.i.des "'it~h ,1 parpnt 

ot othcr lcgal guat·diem. 

St~C. 2. NEW SF-CTION. C(}~TPI.;\INT OF MISSING l'EHSON. .... _---_. 
1. A pel'l':on may fill: <l cou,pldint of ~ mUH;ing pel::~on with 

,1 law enforccl'"'cnt ~gency having jurisdiction. The compl.Hflt 

Shdll include, but is not limited 1.:.0. tho followlnq 

infonuatlon: 

.iI The na!TI~ of the complailHlllt. 

h Th(~ reldt1()Uship of the cornpli\jn,lnt to t.he mjt.~'lnq 

person. 

e: Th~ nCUIlt:, <lge, .Idd~·u!,;s. ill\d all jdp.ntiiYlnq 

ChdracU:rl!>t.ics of the RI)i';Slng penwl; 

d. ':ht~ lenqt.h of t1me the person has been mi:"!Jlng. 

c. ;..11 othel. jl'fol"mation de(~rned r:ell.!v<:lnt hy elt.hcl U:e 

COF'P 1 a i ndn t or the 1 ,\'.1 e~lf0t"ce:llent "lgt~ncy. 

- ~ 

Sen~t(! Flle ~;17. P. 2 

2. h n."P01"t of the cOlQpldint of nir.sinq perGon shall ht! 

qlV(~n t.o <l11 La .... ~nforct!ment. personnel <.;urrently on <"tel.I'/e 

duty {or that .)<)(.'o<:y t.hl'ough int(~l'rHd rn(:<Hlf~ ,\IH1 ovt:t' the: la· ... 

enfun::en'.£:nt. adtnlnjstl"ltion net .... ork IlMlediaLely upon it!> bp.ing 

f i l(:d. 

SPoc. 3. NR·~ __ ~.If~·.rlotL kI::PORT oN M I S5 I NG PERSoN. 

1. 1\ law t:of.'orc(!f!"cnt <l<.Jency 1n · ... hl(.:h a compl;lint of a 

"ll;'::~lng pt::rson has been filed !;hall l>t'epi\1'E~, as SOOIl <Hi 

Th,lt I'eport. ~tHlll jH",lcticuble, ,1 l'CpOl't on C\ rU1Sf.lllq pet'Gon 

.lncltlde, out "is not llmlte.d to, t.h("! to11owino.}: 

d. All infou-:lat.ion containcd 1n t.he complillnt on a mlDsinq 

pen;on, 

b. All infot'matioll or evidenct: q'lt.het·ed by a preliminelt·y 

lnVCI.;t.lgat.lon, 11" one was made. 

c. A st~.t(!ment, by the law enforceR~ent offlccr in c:hdrge, 

setting (ol·th that. otflcer"s -3u:~essm(!nt of t.lw Cd;se p,;lsed 

upon all t~vidence and in1orl'~,1t.ion r~ct!ivl~d, 

d. An expL:mation of the ncx.t !:.teps to be t.akell by tht! 

la· .... eniot'cement agency fil1nq the report 

Se~c. -1 NEW Sr.~!~.91!. DISSEMINATION or REPORT. Upon 

complet.ion 01 th~ rcport, ,1 covy f)f tht: l:ep0J:t. shall be 

fot · .... ~It·ded t.o; 

1. All law enfor'CCm(!flt agf~ncier.. h<Win9 Juri!;dlcI.ion of 

thC! loc<tt.l.OO iu ,,'Inch the missilvJ per!;on lives Ot' '.1,)S li:\f~t 

seen. 

2. All 1",..., enfon:cMent. J.qencie:; co)uadered t.o bt: 

pott!nti.-\lly Involved hy the 1')"" enforceme.nt C\qenr.y filloC) 

the rcpol t 

). ,\11 law e)\foa:ct~tr\ent ,\o.}encies ".'Illch the compl'linant 

requ~st~> t.he report t.o hI.! $I'!nt to. if t.he rt!q\tel'l:. l~: l'I!,,!~onahle 

in light of t.he lnf()l"trlat.ion contained 11) the report. 

4. Ani' 1,)",. ('!nCorceiTIcnt. ~gp.ncy l·"'qUt!~~tlnq a c:)py of the 

mlDslng p(!t~(,n r("!pol·t. 

S.,.c :). N!:=W.?!£_<.?.I.ION. 6')-1. VNFiHANCIPAl.'ED MINt~l-i!) 

:nIno!", 

It .1 n~1)(1rt of rr.l';f.ing p(!tson .in'}()}·,·(!S an \.l!'.t:mancikt1ed 

t.he lei',.; '.!ni0rCer)(;nt ,\qcnc:y shall l.fM'edi,lU·l"i tr,)nstn1t 

(J) 

:'1 
y, 
~ 

"-l 
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the proper information for 1nclusion 1n the natIonal crime 

information center computer. 

2. If a report of m1ssing person involves all unemancipated 

minor, a law enforcement agency shall not prevent an immediate 

active investigation on the basis of all agency rule which 

spec1fies an automatic time limitatioll for a missing person 

investigation. 

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 694.4 FALSE INFORMATION--PENALTY. 

A person who knowingly makes a false report of missing person, 

or knowingly makes a false statement in the report, to a law 

enforcement agency is guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

Pres1dent of Ule SenatE> 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hE>reby certify that this bill originated 111 the Senate arId 

is known as Senat.e File 517, Sevent1eth General Assembly. 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

K. MARIE THAYER 

Secretary of the Senate 

, 1984 


