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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to construction near a buried electric 

2 transmission line. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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s.F .• ?11 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Chapter 478, Code 1983, is amended by addlng 

2 the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. SUBSEQUENT CONSTRUCTION NEAR BURIED LINE. 

4 At least forty-eight hours before performing earthwork, tlllng, 

5 or excavat~on withln one hundred fifty feet of a buried 

6 electric transmission line, the landowner or contractor shall 

7 notify ~he company or corporation that owns or maintains the 

a buried line. The company or corporation shall then mark the 

9 location of the line and inform the landowner and contractor 

10 of the line's route, depth, and voltage. If requested by 

11 the landowner or contractor, the company or corporation shall 

12 expose the line so as to prevent accident or lnJury. The 

13 company or corporation shall not charge a fee for this service. 

14 EXPLANATION 

15 This bill provides that at least forty-eight hours before 

16 performing earthwork, tiling, or excavatlon within one hundred 

17 fifty feet of a buried electric transmission line, the land-

18 owner or contractor will notlfy the owner of the line and 
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owner will locate the line according to route, depth, 

voltage, and expose the Ilne upon request. A fee shall 

be charged for this service. 

This bill takes effect July 1 followlng enactment. 
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SENATE FILE 511 
_-.>JS-::3_48L~ ___ . _______ _ 
..... -~ .--.- - - - -' > --- - - - - - -,-_ •• -.-- ,-~---

1 Amend senate File 511 as follows: 
-~.::----~-----.-- --" - ~--------

2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 3 through 13 and 
3 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "NEW SECTION. SUBSEQUENT CONSTRUCTION NEAR BURIED 
5 LINE. At least forty-eight hours before performing 
6 earthwork, tiling, or excavation within fifty feet 
7 of a buried electric line, the landowner, tenant, 
8 or contractor shall notify the company or corporation 
9 that owns or maintains the buried line. Upon 

10 notification, if the proposed work will disturb the 
11 soil within fifteen feet of. the line the company or 
12 corporation shall then mark the location of the line 
13 and inform the landowner, tenant, or contractor of 
14 the line's route and voltage. If the line carries 
15 an operating voltage of thirty-four point five 
16 kilovolts or greater, the corporation or company shall 
17 have a representative present during the performance 
18 of the earthwork, tiling or excavation. The company 
19 or corporation shall not charge a fee for this 
20 service." 

BY EHIL HUSAK 
BILL HUTCHINS 
ARNE WALDSTEIN 

SENATE FILE 511 
S-3640 
1 Amend the amendment 5-3482 to Senate File 511 as 

follows: 2 
3 
II 

1. Page 1, line 13, by striking the word 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word ·or". 

5-3640 FILED & ADOPTED 
APRIL 21, 1983 ("-:-;_,,,-,,) 
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BY EMIL J. HUSAK 

"and" 



SeD4le File 511 

Ag:-iculturt; Halvorson of Wd')stp:, Chai~: CQP('!':!~a\"e;. De G~oot, Har.dorf anI 
Hughes. '>TE FILE 

.-

.~ ~--

BY COMIHTTEE ON AGRIClJLTURE 

(AS ~lliNDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE APRIL 21, 1983) 

I).u>assed Senate, Date Lf-d-5q (;/.;<.20) 
v 

Vote: Ayes '-I<f Nays_..I.0l.-__ _ 

Approved 

Passed House, Date 3-.:<Z-tr4Y·/.3 .?'I) 
Vote: Ayes 91? Nsys __ ,,:::.... __ 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to ~onstruction near a buried electric 

2 transmission line. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F • ~ il H. F • 

1 Section 1. rhapter 478, Code 1983, is amenden hy addinq 

2 the follo\ying new section: 

.1 NFl-I SECTION. SUBSEQUENT CONSTRUCTION NEAR PURlED LINE. 

';7,'4 lit least fOJ:ty-eiaht hours before performing earthwork, tiling, 

5 or excavation within fifty feet of a burien electric line, 

6 the landowner, tenant, or contractor shall notify the company 

7 or corporation that owns or maintains the buried line. !loon 

8 notification, if the proposed work will nisturh the soil 

~ within fifteen feet of the line the company or corooration 

10 shall then mark the location of the line or inform the 

11 landowner, tenant, or contractor of the line's route and 

12 voltage. If the line carries an operating voltage of thirty-

13 four point five kilovolts or greater, the corporation or 

14 company shall have a representative present during the 

15 performance of the earthwork, tiling or excavation. ~he 

~1;'}6 company or corporation shall not charge a fee for this service. 
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HOUSE &~NDMENT TO SENATE FILE 511 
5-5652 

ai--r---Aiiiend --SenateFile- 511 -asamerided;-passed -and 
~ 2 reprinted by the Senate, as fOllows: 

.. 3 1. Page 1, line 4, by inserting after the word 

e 

-/4 "performing" the words "construction involving". 
- 5 2. Page 1, line 13, by inserting after the wore 

6 "greater" the words "and if requested by the landowner, 
7 tenant, or contractor". 
8 3. Page 1, line 16, by inserting after the word 
9 "service." the words "This section does not apply 

10 to emergency construction involving earthwork, tiling, 
11 or excavaticn located in a highway or street right-
12 of-way." 

S-5652 FILED 
1-l.'l.RCH 29, 1984 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 
I----,.;L ---6<-~ +!~ c t l.t 19 ) 

SENATE FILE 511 
S-5713 
1 
2 
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4 
5 
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g 

10 

Amend the House amendment, 5-5652, to Senate Fill" 511 
as amended, passed and reprinted by the House as follows: 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 4 the followl.ng: 
" . Page 1, line 5, by inserting after the word 

"line," the words "or pipeline,"." 
2. Page 1, line 12, by inserting after. the word. 

"of-way. n the "lOrds "A company or corporatl.on l?ropOS:l.~g 
a new buried electric line or pipeline shall g1ve not1ce 
to affected landovmers at least six months prior to 
construction." 

5-5713 FILED BY JAMES V. GALLAGHER 
APRIL 2, 1984 
RULED OUT OF ORDER (, . .'~ N ) 
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SENATE 2 
APRIL 3, 1984 

--- --- .. _.--- -SENATE- FILE- 51-1:---.-- --
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AI:lend the House amendment, S-5652,to Senate File 
5~1 as amended, passed and reprinted by the Senate 
a~ f()llows: 

•. Page 1, by inserting after line 12 ~he 
followi:1g: 

"4. Page 1. by inserting after line 16 the 
following: 

"Sec. Nr:N SECTION. 479.48 DEPTH MAINTENANCE. 
, An-OWner or tenant of agricultural land. as 

defined in section 479.47. crossed by a pipeline may 
rCGuire the pipeline company to measure the depth 
of pip~line on that property unless the pipeline 
cOffipany can produce a record of the depths made within 
the previous three ypurs. The pipeline company shall 
determine the depth without charge to the owner or 
tenant. If the depth of the pipeline is found to 
b8 insufficient to prevent its being struck by tillage 
eq~ipment or othRrwise interfering with farming 
practices. the pipeline company shall provide 
ad2'tio~al cover over the pipeline. compensate the 
owner or tenant fo~ any special precautions or loss 
of productivity resulting from the shallow depth of 
~he cipeline. or provide other remedy as may be 
::>:.Jtually ugreed upon by the pipeline company and the 
owner or tenent. If the pipeline company and owner 
or tenar.t are unable to agree upon a remedy, they 
may agree to submit the matter to arbitration under 
chapter 679A. The procedures of sections 479.41 and 
479.46 shall also apply to a resolution of damages 
caused by the shallow depth of the pipeline. This 
subsection does not apply to earthwork. tiling or 
excavation activities subject to section 479.47. 

7.. The fact that an owner or tenant of agricultural 
land did not request a measurement of depth of a 
pipeline shall not constitute negligence by the owner 

or tenant. 
3. The 10Vla state commerce conl!'nission shall 

establish bv rule a notification form to be 
periodically published by pipeline companies in the 
of~icial newspapers as determined under chapter 349 
in counties crossed by the pipeline informing owners 
:lnd tenants of their ric;hts under this section and 
section 479.47."". 

5-5712 FILED BY JOHN W. JENSEN 
APRIL 2, 1984 
RULED OUT OF ORDER (1 :;J!'1) 
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SENATE FILE 511 
&3876 
,., Amend Senate File 511 as amended, passed and 

2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 16, by inserting a;ter the word 
4 "service." the words "This section does not apply 
5 to an electric transmission line located in a highway 
6 or street right-of-way or in a drainage or levee 
7 district right-of-way." 
H-3876 FILED APRIL 27, 1983 BY COOPER of Lucas 
'lId,' /:J.i IN (if Idel..] ) 

SENATE FILE 511 

H-5788 

1 A~end Senate File 511 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the senate, as follows: 
3 . Page 1, line 4, by inserting after the word 
4 "performing" the words "construction involving". 
1i-578S FILED ~1ARCH 22, 1984 BY COYcMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
d.~ 3/n (1 13;>3) 

SENATE FILE 511 
H-5825 

'. Amend Senate File 511 as amended, passed and 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 

, 1. Page 1, line 16, by inserting after the word 
, '* "service." the words "This section does not apply 

5 to construction involving earthwork, tiling, or 
6 excavatlon located in a highway or street right-of-
7 way." 

BY 
H-5825 FILED MARCH 23, 1984 ,/ 
?<.4,fvCd.4-- '-<'~ c..... .s-8'~" J/..( 7 

-----..- -If (d' !3;;zs) 

HALVORSON of l'lebster 
COOPER of Lucas 

SENATE FILE 511 
H-5865 

1 Amend amendment 8-5825 to Senate File 511 as 
2 amended, passed and reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 2 the following: 
4 "1. Page 1, line 13, by inserting after. the word 
5 "greater" the words "and if requested by the landowner, 
6 tenant, or contractor"." 
7 2. Page 1, line 5, bv inserting before the word 
B "construction" the word T'emergency". 

H-5865 FILED MARCH 27, 1984 
1---AD9l'%ED-(! /3;43) 

BY HALVORSON of webster 
HUMMEL of Benton 
PELLETT of Cass 
COOPER of Lucas 
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Sr::"lAlt.: }'1I,R 511 

1..N ACT 

Rf.LATING TO CONSTf\UCrl()~ llEAR A ;:.tJRIW C-;'.RCTRIC TRA~Sf~I::::SION 

I.f l'i£ , 

HE IT t:NAC'J'l-:n BY 'fHI:: (~rl\RRAL A~)SF.,.;r..LY CF 'rm: STl\l't: :)F 10 .... ';, 

:;ectl')1l 1, ChdPt~r '1'8, Code 19!D, \" .\lnt-oded hy ilJdi.:;q 

thf:! leI ~().anq tWW tit:;;tlon: 

N~'''''_ ~!\',~~jI)l". ~;tH~:>KQUt:;NI CONST!~~J(T I ON Nl:AH t,lfR I F:C LI ~n; 

, ... ': :'~'lSt l()I't.y-elq:it hOU1!:> bef0re yel'f'Hrn,nq cOII:~tl'\Jct.ioo 

lIlV.)lv_o~; e~rttl' ... 'ol'k, t.llinq, or ex.c-,\v.lllon · ... Ithio lllt.y f":el. 

of ..l t,ur-ied t"1~\:tt'lC llrle, t.he land0\·mel. "'""na!"lt., Ot cor.tr<l::t.o: 

;;h,111 nc·t,i f'j tJ)e ("Ollly<lI~Y (,r coq;or<,.tlon ~.h.\l 0· .... o,; cr m.nllt.lln!". 

HI" bllli~<l i.iTlt.!. upo:. lI:.>llflc .. \l.ion. If I'hl! Pl0po,;ed wOI'k 

.. '111 Ji:.;tu!·j) I'tw a')11 w1tllln I,I:-te('n fet:t. f)f U.e l~ne t,il(~ 

c0mp'-l~y (lr COl'V)t',lt_OIl !;h.l} ~ thclI '·,,,,rk :.he locat lon 01 t,hc 

lifl'! ;)t l~.lo!·rn tltt!' 1'1I,,;110...,n<:l. tt"~~nt. or COlltl':h..-tO. \1f ttlt· 

I'II(:'!-> t':);lte .3tHi volt,dgp., I f t.,,~ llne '-~21n·i~,!) ,1:1 ~'p~rill'.ing 

voitdqe of thitty-four, POUlt fivt~ Kll;..\.'(!lu; <:r 91·~,1t.~1' dll,1 

1f r!~q\.lel>:.ed ~y t.lt' :,~uk""ct.'t. ",(:n,ln:., 0:· (";Ot:tl''::'C',('I:, ltv

.:orp,)rat)0n or ,~orl'pttny (;hal1 ha'Jf~ ,., r(:prt!:;~!lt.3tl\,f> pr~::.>.~nt: 

;~,Irlng lh •. ' p(,I"Lnn~n('f' of' tl:e C.l:T.hw-.lr,x. ~~ill~19 ;H (~X('c:.Yc!.:,10r,. 

TI:(~ CQI:'lpa:1Y (.)t ;:(..r'p()t':t· .. ~ur. l;h<!i.i :10,. ch:\[9'~ ''. ff':\: ret t1:u.; 

• 4t 

~(:nate fil~~ r,ll, r 2 

sel"V\("~, ThlS !.>er:tloTi does not i"!PPl.y to er:.crqency cotl(;tr\lCllOn 

lnvolvlnq eilrttnmrk, tlli:i<j, or exca·.J.lt.ion localf~d il\ d high .... ay 

01· stl'cel l:lqht-o[-w.lY· 

ROBERT T, A~)F.RSON 

PleSldent of the Senat.e 

[;0N';LD 0, ;WRNSON 

Speilk<:[ 01 the House 

I h(:t'ehy ce!t,lfy t.hat ... ni!> nill ol'lglnatf:!d in thp. S(.'n':tt..l": dnd 

Lt.. '<.I~o .... n ,)~ Senale Fill'! '.;1, St~ventl~t.h General }l.3::;embi.y, 

AP"'mc~2,1 ' 
K. (,tAR f R TKAYf::H 

S~cleLuy of t.he Senett.e 

1984 

7SRR\' F. ;lfZAN:;-fA[; 

G<,vcrnOt 
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