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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to jail inmates paying for costs of 

2 incarceration. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 356.30, Code 1983, 1S amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 356.30 PRISONER TO PAY FOR BeARS COSTS. 6ve£y If re-

4 quned by the board of supervisors, every prisoner ~a~R!Hlly 

5 effi~l6yea is liable for the cost of R~s-e6a~a the prisoner's 

6 1ncarceration in the jail including but not limited to meals, 

7 med1cal expenses, security, and other costs as fixed by the 

8 county board of supervisors. ~Re If the prisoner is on work 

9 release, the sheriff shall charge R~S the prisoner's account 

10 for stieR-aeaFa-aRa-aRy-ftlea:!:s the costs as provided in section 

11 356.31. ~£-€Re-~F±s6He£-~s-~a±H£H!ly-self-eftl~leyea-Re-sRall 

12 ~ay-tRe-9ReF~ff-f6f-stieR-eeaFa,-~R-aefaH:!:t-ef-wR±eR-RiS 

13 ~Fivile~e-HR6e¥-~Ris-efta~teF-iB-aHteffiat~eally-feffe±te6~ 

14 If necessarily absent from jail at a meal time,-fie and the 

15 prisoner so requests, the prisoner shall a~-k±s-fe~HeBt be 

16 furnished with a lunch to carry to work. If the jail food 

17 is furnished directly, by the county, the sheriff shall account 

18 for and pay over SHeR the meal payments to the county 

19 treasurer. ~Re-eeHRty-eeaF6-ef-sH~eFviseF9-ftlaY-BY-FeselHtieR 

20 ~E6viae-tRat-tRe-eeHRty-fHFRisR-eE-~ay-fef-tRe-tFaRs~eF~atieR 

21 ef-~EiseReE9-eftl~l6yea-tlR6ef-seetieRB-35e~26-te-356~35-te-aR6 

22 fEeffi-tRe-~laee-ef-eftl~leYffieRt~ If the board of supervisors 

23 requires prisoners to pay for the cost of their incarceration~ 

24 the board shall adopt rules providing uniform procedures for 

25 discharged prisoners to make installment payments if they 

26 are unable to pay immediately upon release. 

27 Sec. 2. Section 356.31, Code 1983, 1S amended to read 

28 as follows: 

29 356.31 APPLICATION OF WAGES. By order of the court, the 

30 wages, salaries, or other 1ncome of eftl~leye6 prisoners on 

31 work release shall be disbursed by the sheriff for the 

32 following purposes and in the order stated. 

33 1. Restitution ordered by the court pursuant to chapter 

34 910. 

35 1 2. The ftlealB costs of the prisoner. 
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2 3. Necessary travel expense to and from work including 

relmbursement for travel furnished by the county, and other 

incidelltal expenses of the prisoner. 

3 4. Support of the prisoner's dependents, if any. 

4 S. Payment, either in full or ratably, of the prisoner's 

obligations if acknowledged by H±ffi the prisoner ~n writing 

or which have been reduced to Judgment. 

S 6. The balance, if any, to the prisoner upon H~8 release. 

Sec. 3. Section 356.33, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

the following new unnumbered paragraph between unnumbered 

paragraphs one and two: 

12 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. If a discharged prisoner refuses 

13 to pay all or part of the c:ost of incarceration, the sheriff 

14 may seek a court order to obtain payment. If a court de-

15 termines that a person owes the county for the cost of that 

16 person's incarceration, the court order in the case shall 

17 state the amount due and has the force and effect of a judgment 

18 against the defendant for the amount stated. The law relating 

19 to judgment liens, executions, and other process available 

20 to creditors for the collection of debts is applicable to 

21 these court orders. A law exempting the personal property 

22 of the prisoner from a lien or legal process is not applicable 

23 to court orders under this section. 

24 EXPLANATION 

25 This bill provides that the board of superVlsors of a 

26 county may charge a jail inmate the costs of the inmate's 

27 meals, medical expenses, security, and other costs of 

28 incarceration determined by the board of supervisors. If 

29 an inmate is unable to pay immediately on release installment 

30 payments may be made pursuant to rules adopted by the board. 

31 The bill also provides a special procedure to obtain a 

32 court order to pay the costs which court order would have 

33 the force and effect of a judgment and be a lien on the 

34 personal property of the prisoner. 

35 The bill would take effect July I following its enactment. 
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