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A BILL FOR 
1 An .'Ict relating to compulsory education for a child betw<?en 

2 sev~n and sixteen years of age and providing a penalty. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Sf 332-. H.F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 299.1 ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENT. 

2 A person bilving control of iI child over seven and under sixteen 

3 years of age shilll req~ire that the child be enrolled in a 

" pub!ic school, nonpubl~c school, or private inst.ructlon. 

~> A chIld enrolled in public school shall be enrolled commenc-

6 Ing with the first day of school deslgnated by the board of 

7 directors of the school district.. 

8 The following requirements shall be met by the person hav-

9 Ing control of a child enrolled in a nonpubllc school or In 

10 private instruction: 

11 1. On or before September 15 of each year, the person 

12 shall submit t.o the secretary of the schooL dist.rict. of the 

13 child's residence the name of the child, the age of the child, 

14 and the location of the nonpublic school or pnvate 

15 lnstructlon. The information shall be submItted on forms 

16 provided by the secretary of the school district. if the 

17 secretary elects to provide the forms. 

18 2. On 01' before April 15 of each year the person having 

19 control of a Chlld enrolled ~n a nonpublic school or In private 

20 instruction shall submit to Lhe secretary of the school 

21 district of the ChIld's residence proof of achievement by 

22 the child in the basic SkIlls of arithmetic; the c:ollu!lunicatlve 

23 arts of readIng. writIng, grammar, and spelling; and an 

24 understanding of Unlted States hlstory. history of Iowa. and 

25 the pr lllCiples of AInetican government. Proof of achievement 

26 shall be determined on the basis of tests or other means of 

27 evaluation prescribed by the superintendent of public 

28 lnstruction with the approval of the state board of public 

29 instruction. 

30 3. In addition to the requirements listed In subsectlons 

31 1 and 2. a person enrolling a child in priVate Instruction 

32 shall meet periodica!ly with a certifIcated teache~ employed 

:J3 ::>Y Llle board of the school distlict of resld(:l1ce of the child 

31 LO reVIew the child's progress toward acquirlng the baslc 

35 ,;kill". requi,:ed 1n 5,-,bsec'~ion 2 . 
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" ~ec .:.. NEW SECTiON. 299.2 EXCEPTIONS. 

2 1 Sec~ion 299.1 does not apply to a ChIld who: 

:i a Has successf~lly ccmple:eci ~he eishth grode. 

<. ':-: !s so mentdlly or phys.1.cally il(1po.;.red as t.o bE- unCl;::'l.~ 

~ ~o atte~d a public school pr0gral:1 as determined by ti1~ arc~ 

6 educat~on agency under chapte~ 281. 

7 c. Is attending a private college preparatory scheol 

B approved or probationdlly iO.ppl·oved under section 2')7.2::', St:i)-

9 section 13. 

10 d. 15 enrolled In 

11 by the state board of 

12 services. 

a pl·ogram at an institution governed 

regents or the department of social 

13 " 
~. 

l4 ~chool 

A person having control of a child required to attend 

under section 299.1 who wIshes to exercise the excep-

1') tlons to attendance listed under subsection 1 shall do so 

16 by filing affidavits with the secretary of the resident school 

17 district and receiving approval from the board of the resident 

18 school district. 

19 

20 

Sec. 3. NEW SECT I ON. 299.3 PROOF OF C01~PL Lr..NCE . 

1. Every school district shall maintain enrollment records, 

21 on forms prescribed by the department of public instruction, 

72 of all children required to attend school under section 299.1 

23 who are enrolled in the public schOOls of the district. 

24 2. The secretary of each school district shall submit 

25 no late!: than October 15 of each year to the department of 

26 public instruction, on forms prescribed by the department 

27 of public instruction, the total number of children required 

28 to attend school under section 299.1 who are enrolled in the 

29 public schools, listing separately the numbel's of chlldr'en 

30 enrolled for each category. 

31 Sec. 4. NEW SECTLON. 299.4 

32 violates section 299.1 or 299.2, 

PENALTY. A person who 

is gUllty of a SImple 

33 nlisdemeal)Or, except as otherwise provided in section 299.9. 

34 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 29~.5 CUSTODY OF RECORDS. kecards 

35 regu i ree to be f::.l ed ,mdc: r· t:"l::' s chapter sha II be L led "i;d 
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i ~.re$erv.?d in the office of t.he ::;ecret.::ry of Ll~e scllcol distr.tc( 

2 dod w~th the depart~ent of publIC instructloll as a p~rt of 

3 the ~ecords of t~e offlce. 

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 299.6 DEFINITION 0F TRUANT. A 

5 ChIld over seven and under sixteen years of dge who does not 

6 meet the requ~remenL.s of sect.ions 299.1 and 299.2 or does 

7 not. meet. the at.tendance policies established by the board 

S of the school district of reSIdence IS a truant. 

9 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 299.7 STANDARDS. The Qoal·d of 

10 directors of each school district shall est.ablish attendance 

11 standards for public schools within the reqUIrements set. forth 

12 ill thlS chapter for determinIng truancy of a child. 

13 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 299.8 TRUANCY COUNSELOR. The board 

14 of directors of each school district shall deSignate a 

15 certificated employee as a truancy counselor who may serve 

16 In thIS capacity In additlon to other responsibilit.les as 

17 an employee of the district. 

18 The board shall prescribe the duties of the truancy 

19 ~ounselor under t.his chapter and the st.andards established 

20 under sectIon 299.7. 

21 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 299.9 PROCEEDINGS. The truancy 

'2 counselor shall contact the person having control over a 

23 truant child to ascertain compliance wit.h sections 299.1 and 

74 299.2 and may intervIew the truant student for the same 

2~ purpose. A written report shall be made to the next regular 

26 school board me~ting with a l"ecommendat~on to do any of the 

27 following: 

28 1. Counsel with the person hav~ng control over th~ truant 

29 ChIld and adVIse the person that WIllful noncompliance wlil 

30 necessitate proceedlngs under sectlon 299.4. 

31 2. Institute a criminal proceeding under section 299.4 

32 against the person having control over a truant child. 

33 3. Approve an alternative educational program for the 

34 truant child. 

35 4. Approve expUlsion ~roceedings agd~cst ~he t:·Ud!~t ChIld 
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1 for violation of this chapta~ or the standal"ds establlshec 

2 by the board under section 299.7. 

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 299.10 RELlCIO,;S EXEMPTION. Wr,,-,-: 

~ men~ers or representatIves of a local congregatIon of a 

5 re(:og!:ized church or reliyiolls d~!")ominCltion established fc'l." 

6 !:t::r. yeaI;"s or more '.v-itllin the state of Iowa prior' to J'Jly 1. 

7 1967. whICh professes prIncIples or :enets that differ 

8 substantially from t~e objectives. goals. and philosophy of 

<) <O'Cllcc1tion embodied in sta!",dards set forth In sect:oon 257.25. 

,,0 ct!1d n~les adopted in implementatIon of that section. file 

11 wl.tll the superintendent of public instr<.!ction p:o()f of lne 

12 eXIstence of the conflicting tenets or prinCIples. together 

13 with a list of t.he r.ames. ages. and post. office addresses 

14 of all persons of compulso1:Y school age desiring to \:.e exempted 

1~ f1:0", the compulsory education law and the educational standar'ds 

it> law. whose parents or guard~ans are members of t.he congregation 

1'7 or religious denomination. the state superint.endent. subject 

18 to the approval of the state board of public instructIon, 

1'=) IT.ay exempt the men~ers of the congregatIon or religIOUS 

2!) denomination from compliance with any or all requirements 

21 of the compulsory educatIon law and the educational standards 

22 la'N for two school years. When the exemption has once been 

23 granted. renewal of the exemption for each succeeding school 

24 year may be conditioned by the state superintendent. with 

2~ the approval of the board. upon proof of achlevement in the 

26 basic skills of arithmetic. the corrununicative arts of read

:n ing. writing, grammar, and spelling, and an 14nderstanding 

28 of united States history, history of Iowa. and the principles 

29 of Amel'lcan government. by persons of compulsory school age 

30 exempted in the pl'eceding yea1: > which shall be det.ermined 

31 on the basis of tests 01: other means of evaluatIon selec~ed 

32 by the state superintendent with the approval of 'the board. 

33 The testl.ng or ~valuatl.on. If required. shall be accomplIshed 

34 prior to submission of the request for r~newal of the exemp-

3:; tion. Renewal request.s shall be flled wit;, the state super-
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1 intenden~ on or before April 15 of the school year preceding 

1. the school year for which 

3 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 

the applicants desIre exemption. 

299.1i REL!GIOUS SERVICES OR 

4 CLASSES. A child enrolled in a public school under section 

S 299.1, or a person having control of a child enrolled in a 

6 publ~c school, may request that the child be excused from 

7 a portion of the school day fOl: the purposes of attending 

8 a religiOUS service or class If the ChIld maintains an 

9 acceptable level of performance in the school's academic 

10 program. 

11 Sec. 12. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1983, 

12 IS amended to read as follOWS: 

13 A nonpublic school which is unable to meet the minimum 

14 educational program may request an exemption from the state 

15 board of public instruction. The authoritIes In charge of 

16 the nonpublic school shall !lIe w~th the superintendent of 

17 public instruction the names and locations of all schools 

18 deSIring to be exempted and the names, ages, and post office 

19 addresses of all pupils of compulsory school age who are 

20 enrolled. The superintendent, subJect to the approval of 

21 the state board, may exempt the nonpublic school from 

22 compiiance with the minimum educational program for two school 

23 years. When the exemption has once been granted, renewal 

24 of the exemption for each succeeding school year may be 

25 conditioned by the state superintendent, with the approval 

26 of the board, upon proof of achievement in the baSIC skills 

27 of arithmetIc, the communicative arts of reading, writing, 

28 grammar, and spelling, and an understanding of United States 

29 history, hist.ory of Iowa, and the prinCiples of American 

30 goverrunent, of the pupils of compulsory school age exempted 

31 in the preceding year. Proof of achievement shall be 

32 determined on the basis of tests or other means of evaluatIon 

33 prescribed by the superint.endent of public instruction with 

34 tile approval of the board of public insu;uction. 7he t.est.ing 

Y; or eValuatlon, if required, shall be accompllshed prior to 
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1 s,lbmissio!) of the request for renewal of tIle exemptj.on. 

? Renewal requests Slid.11 be filed wi t.i1 the sUp~!"::"Ilt.endent of 

) public lIlst~clion by April 1S of the sc!~ocl yeri~ pret:~Jin9 

4- l:"le SC:1001 y~di fo.r w:l::.ch the ~'l->r .. d.:..caats desire ::-XC!!~~t;.nn. 

5 This section sk~i~ does no~ dPply to sChools e:igible foc 

~ exemption under section ~997a4 299.10. 

7 Sec. 13. Chaptel- 299, Code 1983, is rep<:a.led "nG SeC1:i'-'IlS 

8 1 tlu'ough 11 of this Act are cnac~ed in lieu tl1e~-eof. 

9 EXPLMATION 

10 ThlS bill rew~ites the compulsory education cha~ter. 

11 The bill requlres ~ child between seven and slxteerl yedr3 

12 of age to be enrolled in a public school, nonpublic school, 

13 or receive private instruction. The person enrolling a child 

14 in p1-ivate instruction shall meet periodically with a cel-tifi-

1S cated teache~' employed by the board of the school distnct 

16 to review the child's progress. 

17 The bill prOvides for the custody of reco~ds. defines 

18 "tl-uant", permits the board of directors of each sclloel 

19 district to establish standards foc the publlC school, requires 

20 t.he board to designate a truancy counselor, and establishes 

21 proceedings regarding a truant student. 

22 The bill reenacts the religious exemption for a recognized 

23 church or religious denomination established for ten years 

24 01- m01-e prior to 1967, commonly known as the Amish exemption, 

25 so that the exemption would be the same as current law 

26 provides. 

27 The bill permits a child enrolled in a public school to 

28 be excused from a portion of the school day to attend a 

29 religious service or class if the ChIld maintains a 

30 satisfactory academic level. 

31 The bill repeals chapter 299 and recreates and refers to 

32 sections 299.1 through 299.11. 

33 The bill cakes effect July 1 following its enactment. 

34 

35 
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