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A BILL FOR 
Act increasing district court filing fees and small claims 

court docket fees and distributing the money to the legal 

aid society of Polk county and the legal services corpora­

tion of Iowa to provide legal assistance in civil matters 

to low income people. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 



1 Section 1. section 331.705, subsection I, paragraph a, 

2 Code 1983, 1S amended to read as follows: 

3 a. For filing a petltion, appeal, or writ of error and 

4 docketing them, ewel'lEy-f:i:vethi rty- five dollars. Four dollars 

5 of the fee shall remain in the county treasury for the use 

6 of the county and twenty-one dollars of the fee shall be paid 

7 Into the state treasury. One dollar of the twenty-one shall 

8 be deposited in the judicial retirement fund created in section 

9 60SA.4 to be used to pay retirement benefits of the judicial 

10 retirement system. In Polk county, ten dollars shall be paid 

11 to the legal aid society of Polk county. In all other 

12 counties, ten dollars shall be paid to the legal servIces 

l3 corporation of Iowa. All funds distributed to legal service 

14 programs shall be used for the provision of legal assistance 

15 in civil matters to eligible clients as determined by those 

16 legal service programs. The remainder of the fee shall be 

17 depOSIted in the general fund of the state. In counties 

18 having a population of one hundred thousand or over, an 

19 addi tJ.onal one dollar shall be charged and collected, to be 

20 known as the journal publicatlon fee and used for the purposes 

21 provided for in sectIon 618.13. 

22 Sec. 2. section 631.6, Code 1983, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 631.6 FEES AND COSTS. All fees and costs required to 

25 be paid In small clalms actions shall be paid in advance, 

26 and sllall be assessed as costs in the action. 

27 1. The docket fee for a small claims actlon IS e:i:'J1H. 

28 thirteen dollars. Other fees imposed for small claims shall 

29 be the same as those required in regular actions in district 

30 court. 

31 2. postage for the malling of original notices shall be 

32 the actual cost of the postage. 

33 3. Fees for personal service by peace officers or other 

34 officials of the state shall be the amounts specifled by law. 

35 4. Fees for serVIce of notice on nonresidents shall be 
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1 as provided in section 617.3. 

2 All fees and costs collected in small claims actlons sllall 

3 be remitted to the county treasurer' as provided in section 

4 &Q~7~6 331,705. subsection 4. The fee specified In subsection 

:, 4 shall be remitted to the secl-etary of state. In Polk county. 

6 five dollars of the docket fee shall be paid to the legal 

7 aid society of Polk count~. In all other counties. flve 

8 dollars of the docket fee shall be paid to the legal services 

9 corporation of Iowa. These funds shall be used to provide 

10 legal assistance in civil matters to eligible clients as 

11 determined by the legal serVlce programs, 

12 EXPLANATION 

13 ThlS bill increases the filing fee in state district court 

14 from twenty-five dollars to thirty-five dollars. In small 

15 claims court the docket fee is increased from eight doBal's 

16 to thirteen dollars. In Polk county, the additional moneys 

17 will be paid to the legal aid society of Polk county. In 

18 all other counties. the moneys will be paid to the legal 

19 services corporation of Iowa. 

20 This bill becomes effective July 1. 1983. 

REQUESTED BY SENATOR 11A.'IN 
SE~ATE FILE 326--FISCAL NOTE 

~, In compliance with a written request there is hereby submitted a 
~~scal Note for Senate File 326 pursuant to Joint Rule 17. 

~enate F~le 326 increases the filing fee in state district 
Lwen~y-f~ve to thirty-five dollars. In small claims court ~~~r~o!~~~ 
fee 15 1ncrease.d ,from eisht doUnrs to thirteen dollars I 

~~~~t~~u~~~.ad~~tlO;,al ;~~:Y5 ,wiH be paid to the ,Legal Air. s~ct;')t~"'- of 
"ea 1 S' a ~ 0, eI co.ln_~es the moneV5 WIll be paid to the 
1. ~a ervlces Corpora t Ion of Iowa." . 

Fiscal affect· ~he at' , . 
e • ,. moun raIsed by lncreaslng dis+r;c~ court f'" 
Lees by ten dollars is $482,960. The a:nount rai - _"L '.", ~~lr.g 
small claIms docket fees by five dollars 1.S $339 s8e~5 oy }hr:c.e:S1"lg 
$ 0 2:2 7 a 5 a 11 f h" , -. 1 l sLota s 
S u ,~. ~ 'd 0 w •• ~cn mu~t be giver, to the Polk County Legal Aid 

OCI_t) an the Legal ScrvlceR Co~poratiOJl of Iowa. 

(1194S, 63-297 KMM) 
SOURC'o: DISTRICT COURT A!)HIN:::STRN~'OR 

RECEIVED BY TH£ SEC~ETARY OP T',HE SEN" ~ ,,,T~,, !,lARCH 23. 1983 
FILSD:~.RCH 25, 1983 
JJ 

BY LSG:SLATIVE FISCAL BUlli~U, c)EN?<! IS PROUT' 
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