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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relat~ng to the tax levy to support ambulance service 

2 ~n a county. 

) BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF Io\'iA: 

SENATE FILE 311 
s- 3555 

1 Amend Senate File 311 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 2, by strlking the word and letters 
3" b, and c" and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
4 and letter "and b". 
5 2. By striking page 2, line 26 through page 3, 
6 line 11. 
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1 Section 1. Section 331.422, subsection 26, paragraphs 

2 a, b, and c, Code 1983, are amended to read as follows: 

3 a. For ambulance service, not to exceed ~weR~y-BeveR 

4 fifty-four cents per thousand dollars, if the county general 

5 fund levy authorized by section 331.421, subsection 17, is 

6 at the maximum amount permitted by that subsection, the board 

7 has exhausted its right of appeal under section 24.48, and 

8 the board finds by resolution that it is not feasible to 

9 support ambulance service from the general fund. However: 

10 (1) If the board has budgeted an amount from the general 

11 fund to support ambulance service which is less than the 

12 amount that would be raised in the county by a levy of ~weR~y-

13 BeveR fifty-four cents per thousand dollars of assessed value, 

14 and the board finds by resolution that it is not feasible 

15 to provide additional support for ambulance service from the 

16 general fund, the board may levy under this subsection an 

17 amount not more than the difference between the proceeds of 

18 a levy of ~weH~y-seveR fifty-four cents per thousand dollars 

19 of assessed value in the county and the amount budgeted from 

20 the general fund to support ambulance service. 

21 (2) If the county has established a county general hospital 

22 under chapter 347 and the board of trustees of that hospital 

23 has budgeted for support of ambulance service seMe-~a~~-ef 

24 ~Re-~~eeeeae-ef-a-~eyy-fe~-e~e~a~~eR-aRa-Ma~R~eRaRee-e{-the 

25 ftes~~~a±,-Maae an amount in excess of the proceeds of the 

26 maximum levy allowed for support of ambulance service under 

27 section 347.7, and the board of trustees finds by resolution 

28 that it is not feasible to provide additional support for 

29 ambulance service from the proceeds of ~Ra~-~evy the levy 

30 for operation and maintenance of the hospital made under 

31 section 347.7, the board of supervisors may levy under this 

32 subsection an amount not more than the difference between 

33 the proceeds of a levy of ~weRty-eeyeR fifty-four cents per 

34 thousand dollars of assessed value in the county and the 

35 affieMR€-BHa~e~ea-~e-SM~~e~t-affiaM±aHee-serviee-f~effi-~Re-eeHRty 
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1 ~eRe~a±-Res~iea±-e~efae~eR-dft6-ma~ReefidHee-±evy proceeds of 

2 the maximum levy allowed under section 347.7 for support of 

3 ambulance serVIce. A tax levied under this subparagraph 1S 

a township in which arr.bulance servic·2 is 

the township trustees 9~rsuant to section 

4 not applicable to 

5 being provided by 

6 359.42. 

7 b. The board shall not make a levy under this SUbsection 

8 unless authorized to do so by a referendum held in the county 

9 concurrently with a general election. When so directed by 

10 the board, at least fifty-flve days before the next general 

11 election, the county cO~~issloner of elections shall submit 

12 to the voters of the county at that general electIon a question 

13 ln substantially the following form: 

14 "Shall the 

15 authorized to 

board of supervisors of .......... county be 

levy a tax of not more than tWeB~y-5eveR fifty-

16 four cents per thousand dollars of assessed value to support 

17 ambulance service, in the manner and subject to the 

18 restrictions provided ln paragraph "a" of this SUbsection, 

19 each year for four years beginning next July I?" If the 

20 question receives the affIrmative vote of a majority of all 

21 electors voting for and against it, the board may levy a tax 

22 as provIded in paragraph "a" of this SUbsection in the county 

23 budget year beginning July 1 following the general election 

24 at WhICh the referendum is held, and in each of the £a~~ three 

25 succeeding county budget years. 

26 c. The support of the ambulance service authorized under 

27 this sUbsection shall be assessed eR-a-~~epeEt~eRate-Ba5~5 

28 at a uniform levy by wR~eR each taxing unit sRa±±-aed~-~~B 

29 sRare-±p.-~Re-~~e~ef~~eR-~Rat-~ts-pe~~±at~6R-is-ee-tRe-tSed± 

30 ~S~H±at~eR-ef-a±±-~axiR~-~R~ts-~eee~Y~R~-~rle-amBH±aRee-se~Y±ee 

31 w~tRiR-tRe-eeHREy. The board shall estimate annually the 

32 amount necessal:Y for the support of the araDuiance s~:::vice 

33 and the rate of the uniform levy and shall transmlt ~hE 

34 es~i}ka~e-:i:fl-ae~±a:Es estl;cla"ced rate of t.he levy -~Q the Cl .. CY 

35 counci Is wi thin the COUTlty in which t,ne arl'.Dula.nce s(;;::cvice 
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I is provided. A-ei~Y-ffiaY-be-e*e±~aea-f£em-~Re-am8~~a~ee-Befv~ee 

2 bY-fe6e±~~ieR-ef-~he-ei~y-e6~Hei±7 The unincorporated area 

3 of the county, excludlng any township which provides ambulance 

4 service as provided under section 359.42, is a separate taxing 

5 unit. Each city which receives ambulance service under this 

6 sUbsection 1S a separate taxing unit. The board and the 

7 council of each city receiving ambulance service under this 

8 sUbsection shall certify or make the necessary levies as 

9 ;)l"ovided in this paragraph for the support of the ambulance 

10 services, subject to the tax levy limitation and requirements 

11 of paragraph "a" or "btl of this subsection. 

12 Sec. 2. Section 347.7, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

13 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

14 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. In addition to the levies 

15 authorized by other provisions of this section, the board 

16 of supervisors shall levy a tax at the rate, not to exceed 

17 ~we:lty-seven cents per thousand dollars of assessed value, 

l8 necessary to rLtlSe the amount. b1;.dgeted by the board of. hospital 

19 trustees for $\.!pport of ambula.nce se::-vi.ce. 

20 Sec. 3. The elisihle elec~ors of a county w~ich w~s 

21 cl"thor: zec i. -c a referendum held in NovemDe:r., 1982 to inlpose 

22 an additional levy for support of an~ulance s~~rvice may 

23 peti.tion t.he count.y to hold a specia]. electior.. :.11 November I 

24 1983 at the tlme of t.he regular city elecbons to vole on 

25 the question of whether tile additional 12vy for support ot 

26 ambulance service for the next -three fiscal yee.rs sh&ll be 

27 c:.s provided in this Act notwi~chst.andi;-J.g -the ~(J-w ther: l:1 ef:::ec";.: 

%8 a-c the time 'che referendum autho:.:.-izin.g t;18 addi. tional levy 

29 was held in November, 1982. The boarcl. of supc=rvisors shall 

30 hold such an election in Novenilier, 1983 u~on recelpt by October 

31 2, 1983 of a valid petition as p:r.ovided In section 331.306. 

32 I f a maj or i -cy of those vot:.ng on che question of ,,·hether the 

33 amount of the additional levy for support of ambula;1ce service 

34 shall be based upon this Act vote in favor of 50 baslng It, 

35 the board of directors shall determIne pursuant to this Act 
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1 the amount of such additIonal levy for the next tnree fiscal 

2 years. 

3 EXP Ll'.NAT I ON 

4 The bill amends section 331.422, surisection 26, relating 

5 to the additional tax levy to support ar.'.l .. > . .::!.ance se:::-vice in 

6 a county and to correct an incc{:£i.s"S'2::1CY. The mc.ximu~ ar.lount 

7 of the additional tax levy is increased from ~wenty-seven 

8 to fifty-four cents per thousand doll&rs of assessed value. 

9 The inconsistency states that the referendum oaliot on ''::"e 

10 question of the imposition of the tax levy provides that after 

11 a favorable election the tax will be imposed fo::: four years 

12 beginning July 1 following tile election w;1ile::;De sa;,1e 

13 subsection provides that after a favorable election the tax 

14 is imposed in the budget year beg~nning July 1 following 

15 the election and for the succeeding four budget years. This 

16 last reference to imposing the tax is changed so that it is 

17 imposed in the budget year beginning July 1 following the 

18 election and for the next three succeeding budget years. 

19 The bill also provides that the levy rate of the tax 1S 

20 to be uniformly applied to those taxing units in which the 

21 tax is to be imposed. The bill also eliminates the provision 

22 that allows a city council to exclude the c~ty from being 

23 subject to tax levy. Present law provides ior the proration 

24 of the amount of dollars needed for ambulance service among 

25 the taxing units based upon population thus resulting in 

26 different levy rates in each taxing unit. 

27 The bill requires the boar-d of supervisors to levy a tax 

28 at the rate necessary to raise the amount budgeted by the 

29 trustees of a county hospital for ambulance service. This 

30 rate cannot exceed twenty-seven cents per thousand dollars 

31 of assessed value. 

32 The bill provloes that any county which has been dutllOrized 

33 to impose an additional levy at a referendum held in November, 

34 1982 shall base Its levy upon this Act rather than the iaw 

35 previously in effect If a valid petition is received by October 
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1 1, 1983 and a majority of those voting on the question of 

2 

3 

determining 

The bill 

the levy on this Act vote ln favor of so doing. 

takes effect July 1 fol10wlng enactment. 
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SENATE FILE 311--­

FISCAL NOTE 
REQUESTED BY SENATOR SCHWENGELS 

In compliance with a '~ritten request there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for Senate File 311 pursuant to Joint Rule 17. 

Senate File 311 would double the maximum levy that would be permitted 
for the support of a county ambulance service from 27¢ to 54¢ per 
$1,000 of assessed value upon voter approval. The bill also provides 
that the levy rate be unifoUl1y a??lied rather than pr.o:."ated by 
population, as is done cUrrently and the provision that allows a city 
council to exclude the city from being subject to the tax levy is 
eliminated. In addition the bill is retroactive and has some cOrrec­
tive language. 

FISCAL IMPACT: The passage of this bill, involving permissive author­
ity by boards of supervisors, would create the possibility of in­
creased property taxes by raising the maximum county levy. However, 
nO fiscal estimate of the amount of additional property taxes which 
would be levied is possible. 

SOURCES: DEPT OF REVENUE; COMPTROLLER's OFFICE 
IOWA STATE ASSOCIATION OF CO~TIES 

(5025, 83-264, eNG) 

FILED: 
MARCH 14, 1983 

BY LEGISLATIVE FISCAL BUREAU 
DENNIS C. PROUTY, DIRECTOR 

LSB 5025 70 
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