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1 section 1. Section 307.10, subsection 5, Code 1983, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 
3 S. Adopt rules in accordance with ~Re-~fev~si6fiS-6~ chapter 

4 17A as it lfIay-e.eelfl deems necessary to transact its business 

5 cmd fOl: the administration and exercise of its powers and 

6 duties. ~Re_~faRs~6f~a~i6R_eelfllflissi6R-sRa±±-a±se-aa6~~-f~±eS, 

7 wRieR_"~±es_sRa±±_Be_e}!:el'l\~~_f,,el'l\_~Re_~.,evisieRS_6f_eRa~~ef 

8 ±"A,_<j6Ve.,a~a<j_l;Re_±eR<jl;R_e~_veR:ke±eS-afl.e-eelftb:j,Ra~iel'ls-af 

9 veR:j,e±eS_WRieR_afe_ssBjee~_l;e_~Re_±il'l\:j,~al;:keRs-ilfl~esee-sRaef 

10 see~ieR_3~±~45"~ __ ~Re_eelflfflissiel'l-lfIay-aae?~-sseR-fs±es-wRieR 

11 ~ej;'lfIi~_veRie±es_al'la_eelftbil'lalo:j,eRs-ef-veRie±es-iR-e*eess-e~ 

12 ~he_±eR<j~h_±ilfli~a~~eRs-ilfl?esea-~Raef-see~ieR-3~±~45",-BS~ 

13 l'Ie~_e*eeeaiR<j_s~*l;y_five_fee~_iR_±eR<j~R,_wh~eR_lfIaY_Be_l'I\svea 

14 6R_~Re_hi~Rways_sf_~Ris_stal;e~ __ ARy_sseh_?fe?eSea_j;'s±es-sha±± 

15 Be_SSBl'I\;i,~~ea_~e_~he_<jel'lefa±_aSSelftb±y-w;i,~hil'l-f;i,ve-aays-fe3:±swiR§ 

16 ~he_eeRveR;i,R<j_ef_a_.,e~s±a.,_sess:j,eR_ef_~Re_<jeRej;'a±-asselftb3:y~ 

17 ~Re-'l"eRefa±-assell\a±y-lfIay-a??feVe-e.,-aisa~~H)Ve-~Re-fS±es 

18 sHall\i~tea-ay-~Re-eeffll'l\;i,ssiefl.-RSt-±a~ef-tRaR-s;i,}!:~y-aays-ffSlfI 

19 tRe_aa~e_sseR_rH±es_afe_ssBlfIi~tea-aRa,-;i,f-a?~feVea-sf-Re 

20 aet±eR_is_takeR_By_~Re_~eRefa±_aSSelftb±y_eR_~B.e_~fe?SSea-"s±es, 

21 SHeB._fH±eS_sRa±±_Beeel'l\e_effee~~ve-May-±-aRe-~hefeaf~ef-a±± 

22 ±aws_;i,R_eeRf±~et_tRefew;i,tR_SRa±3:_Be_sf_Re_fHf~B.ef_f6"ee-aRa 

23 effee~~ 
24 Sec. 2. Chapter 307, Code 1983, 1S amended by adding the 

25 following new section: 
26 NEW SECTION. 307.30 FEDERAL TAX COMPLIANCE. The 

27 department shall adopt rules under chapter 17A to provide 

28 for certification of federal heavy vehicle use tax collections 

29 required by the Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982. 

30 Sec. 3. Section 321.1, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

31 the following new subsection: 
32 NEW SUBSECTION. 82. "Remanufactured vehicle" means every 

33 vehicle of a type required to be registered that has been 

34 disasroembled, resulting in the total separation of t.he maj or 

35 integral parts and which has been reassembled with the major 
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1 integral parts being replaced, altered, .or substituted S.o 

2 as t.o increase the vehicle's value by a minimum .of twenty 

3 th.ousand dollars. "Remanufactured vehicle" does not include 

4 an existing vehicle which is repaired, rest.ored, or modified 

5 by replacing or adding parts and accessories. 

6 Sec. 4. Section 321. 23, sUbsection 1, Code 1983, :LS amended 

7 to read as foll.ows: 

8 1. fR-Ul.e-eVeR~ If the vehicle to be registered is a 

9 specially constructed, reconstructed, remanufactured or foreign 
10 vehicle, such fact shall be stated in the application. A 

11 fee of two dollars shall be paid by the person making 8~eR 

12 the application upon issuance of a certificate of title by 

13 the county treasurer. with reference to every specially 

14 constructed .or rec.onstructed motor vehicle subject t.o 

15 registration the application shall be accompanied by a 

16 statement frem the department authorizing 8~eR the m.otor 

17 vehicle te be titled and registered in this state. The 

18 department shall cause a physical inspection to be made of 

19 all specially constructed or reconstructed metor vehicles, 

20 upon applicati.on ~ReFe£eF for a certificate .of title by the 

21 owner eReFeef, t.o determine whether 8~eB. the motor vehicle 

22 :LS :Ln a safe opera.ting condition and that the integral 

23 compenent parts ~ReFeef are properly identified and that the 

24 rightful ownership is established before issuing s~eR the 

25 owner the authority to have the motor vehicle registered and 

26 titled a8-ReFe~R-~£ev~aea. with reference to every foreign 

27 vehicle which has been registered ReFeesfe£e .outside .of this 

28 state the owner shall surrender t.o the treasurer all 

29 registration plates, registrati.on cards, and certificates 

30 of title, or, if vehicle to be registered is fr.om a nontitle 

31 state, SHeR the evidence of foreign registration and ownership 

32 as may be prescribed by the department except as previded 

33 In sUbsecti.on 2 ReEee£. 

34 Sec. 5. Section 321.454, Code 1983, lS amended t.o read 

35 as fellows: 
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1 321.454 WIDTH OF VEHICLES. 

2 1. The total outside width 

3 thereon shall not exceed eight 

of any vehicle or the load 

feet except that a bus having 

4 a total outside width not exceeding eight feet six inches, 

5 exclusive of safety equipment, Sfta~~-Be is exempt from the 

6 permit requirements of chapter 32lE and may be operated on 

7 the public highways of the state. However, if hay, straw 

8 or stover moved on any implement of husbandry and the total 

9 width of load of the implement of husbandry exceeds eight 

10 feet in width, the implement of husbandry sfta3:~ is not Be 

11 subject to the permit requirements of chapter 321E. If hay, 

12 straw or stover is moved on any other vehicle subject to 

13 registration, s~ea the moves saa~3:-Be ~ subject to the 

14 permit requirements for transporting loads exceeding eight 

15 feet in width as required under chapter 32lE. The vehicle 

16 width limitations imposed by this subsection only apply to 

17 the pUblic highways of the state not subject to the width 

18 limitations imposed under subsection 2. 

19 2. The total outside width of any vehicle and load shall 

20 not exceed eight feet six inches, exclusive of safety equip-

21 ment determined necessary for safe and efficient operation 

22 by the secretary of the United States department of transporta-

23 tion, on highways designated by the transportation commission. 

24 The department shall adopt rules to designate the highways, 

25 In compliance with the highways designated by the secretary 

26 of the United states department of transportation as a part 

27 of the national system of interstate and defense highways 

.0.;; ·28 and the federal-aid primarY system highways. The rules adopted 

29 under this SUbsection are exempt from chapter 17A. 

30 Sec. 6. section 321.457, Code 1983, is amended by striking 

31 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

32 321.457 MAXIMUM LENGTH. 

33 1. A combination of four vehicles lS not allowed on the 

34 highways of this state. 

35 2. The maximum length of any motor vehicle or combination 
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1 of vehicles operated on the highways of this state, unless 

2 subject to the maximum length provisions of sUbsection 3, 

3 are as follows; 

4 a. A single truck, unladen or with load, shall not have 

5 an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in 

6 excess of forty feet. 

7 b. A single bus, unladen or with load, shall not have 

8 an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, 1n 

9 excess of forty feet. 

10 c. Except for combinations of vehicles, provisions for 

11 which are otherwise made in this chapter, no combination of 

12 a truck tractor and a semitrailer coupled together unladen 

13 or with load, shall have an overall length, inClusive of front 

14 and rear bumpers, in excess of sixty feet. 

15 d. However, a mobile home not in excess of forty-eight 

16 feet in length may be drawn by any motor vehicle, except a 

17 motor truck, provided that ·the mobile home and its towing 

18 unit are not in excess of an overall length of sixty feet . 

19 for the purposes of this subsection, a light delivery truck, 

20 panel delivery truck or "pickup" is not a motor truck. A 

21 portable livestock loading chute not in excess of a length 

22 of thirteen feet including its hitch or tongue may be drawn 

23 by any vehicle or combination of vehicles, provided that the 

24 vehicle or combination of vehicles drawing the loading chute 

25 1S not in excess of the legal length provided for such vehicles 

26 or combinations. 

27 e. Combinations of vehicles coupled together which are 

28 used exclusively for the transportation of passenger vehicles, 

29 ligh"t delivery trucks, panel delivery trucks, pickUp trucks, 

30 recreational vehicle chassis, and boats shall not exceed 

31 sixty-five feet in overall length. 

32 f. A combination of three vehicles coupled together one 

33 of Which is a motor vehicle, unladen or with load, shall not 

34 have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, 

35 in excess of sixty feet. 
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1 g. A motor vehicle or combination of vehicles may be 

2 operated upon the highways of this state, irrespective of 

3 the length and weight limitations imposed by the laws of this 

4 state, if the motor vehicle or combination of vehicles is 

5 operated within the corporate limits of a city abutting a 

6 bor'der of this state and such operations have been approved 

7 by ordinance of the city council and if the length and weight 

8 of the motor vehicle or combination of vehicles lS In 

9 conformity with the laws relating to length and weight of 

10 the abutting state on July 1, 1974. If a city council has 

11 authorized such operation upon highways within the corporate 

12 limits, then the limit of travel for such motor vehicles or 

13 combination of vehicles within the state is extended to the 

14 commercial zones as described by federal regulations concerning 

15 interstate commerce, 49 code of federal regulations, paragraphs 

16 1048.10, 1048.38, and 1048.101 as they exist on July 1, 1974. 

17 h. A semitrailer shall not have a distance between the 

18 kingpin and the center of its rearmost axle in excess of forty 

19 feet, except a semitrailer used principally for hauling 

20 livestock, a semitrailer used exclusively for hauling self-

21 propelled industrial and construction equipment, or a 

22 semitrailer used exclusively for the purposes described in 

23 paragraph e of this subsection. A semitrailer which is a 

24 1980 or older model having a distance between the kingpin 

25 and center of the rearmost axle of more than forty feet may 

26 be operated on the highways of this state if a special 

27 overlength permit is obtained from the department for the 

28 vehicle. The special overlength permit shall be valid until 

29 the semitrailer is inoperable. 

30 3. The maximum length of any motor vehicle or combination 

31 of vehicles operated on the highways of this state which are 

32 designated by the secretary of the United States department 

33 of transportation and the transportation commission as a part 

34 of the national system of interstate and defense highways 

35 and the federal-aid primary system shall be as follows: 
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1 a. A trailer or semitrailer, 

2 have an overall length in excess 

laden or unladen, shall not 

of fifty-three feet when 

3 operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination. 

4 b. A trailer or semitrailer, laden or unladen, shall not 

of twenty-eight feet six 

tractor-semitrailer~trailer 

5 have an overall length in excess 

6 inches when operating in a truck 

7 combination. 

8 c. Power units designed to carry cargo, when used in 

9 combination with a trailer or semitrailer shall not exceed 

10 sixty-five feet in overall length for the combination. 

11 d. The department shall adopt rules to designate those 

12 highways designated by the secretary of the United States 

13 department of transportation as a part of the national system 

14 of interstate and defense highways and the federal-aid primary 

15 system. The rules adopted by the department under this para-

16 graph are exempt from chapter 17A. 

17 4. Fire fighting apparatus and vehicles operated during 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

daylight hours when transporting poles, pipe, machinery, or 

other objects of a structural nature which cannot be readily 

disassembled when required for emergency repair of public 

service facilities or properties are not subject to the 

limitations on overall length of vehicles and combinations 

of vehicles imposed under this section. However, for opera

tion during nighttime hours, these vehicles and the load 'being 

transported shall be equipped with a sufficient number of 

clearance lamps on both sides and marker lamps at the extreme 

ends of the projecting load to clearly mark the dimensions 

of the load. A member of the state highway safety patrol 

shall also be notified prior to the operation of "the vehicle. 

30 5. The department may adopt rules to designate highways, 

31 In addition to those designated under subsection 3, to which 

32 the overall length limitations imposed under subsection 3 

33 for vehicles and combinations of vehicles shall be applicable. 

34 However, rules adopted under this sUbsection are subject to 

35 chapter 17A. 
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1 Sec. 7. Section 6 of this Act takes effect April 1, 1983. 

2 Sec. 8. This Act, 

3 takes effect from and 

being deemed of immediate importance, 

after its publication in the Muscatine 

4 Journal, a newspaper published in Muscatine, Iowa, and in 

5 The Messenger, a newspaper published in Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 The bill provides for compliance of the state's length 

8 limits on vehicles and combinations of vehicles and the vehicle 

9 width limits with the federal surface Transportation Assistance 

10 Act of 1982. The bill effectively establishes two 

11 classifications of highways upon which different length limits 

12 are applicable. Iowa's existing length limits are retained 

13 and will apply to those highways not a part of the interstate 

14 or federal aid primary system. The new federal length limits 

15 are adopted and appli.cable to the interstate and federal aid 

16 primary system. The bill removes the language providing 

17 the transportation commission with the authority to allow 

18 sixty-five foot double-bottoms. The bill also provides for 

19 the registration and titling of remanufactured vehicles. 

20 The bill further permits the state department of transportation 

21 to adopt rules ro provide for certification of federal heavy 

22 vehicle use tax collections. The length limits will become 

23 effective April 1, 1983. The bill takes effect following 

24 publication. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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Act relating to the overall length and width. of vehicles 

and combinations of vehicles which may be operated on 

the highways Of. this state. -. 
IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

1108 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 86th Day: 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
i 

March 31. 1983 I 

Ms. I<. Marie Thayer 
Secretary of the Senate 
State Capitol Building 
LOCAL 

Dear Ms_ Thayer: 

I hereby certify that Senate File 207 was published in the Des Moines Register on 
Ma.rch 31, 1983, and in the West Des Moines Express on March 31, 1983. 

Respectfully submitted. 
MARY JANE ODELL 
Secretary of State 

'1 ,N'Qfm:;t.1 proccdtlfc wOl.lld be tQ send the bill to the newspaper, have it published 
al'ld a eopy .!lent bad~ to u~ Cof proofing_ CI~arl)' th~rc WIlS not time fol' the normal 

.j PfQ(:ccll.lf(' tot.ali;eplaoo. since the bill had to be published On Thuf~da)', Mafch :U~t. 
(A d~!:s:iol'l Qf t~ AttQrnc)' Gcncrlll's office states. th.at bills become effective on the 

I

, d:of:~:::::::,U:~::i::~l'CiSed ~ authori~ Cound!n Sl~tion 3.90rth~Cl!dcut 
Iowa., 1983, al'ld hav~[!au~cd thc bill to be pl,lbli~hoo inthe West Des Moines E xpro:<;s 
nnd thc Ocs Moines Register_ 

The publication will !,c m.tl-d:c on Thl,lrsday. March 31st. I re~et that this action 
..... .3...0; nL~~~nry; how('ver, I Celt that thIs e<lurse Wag the only one available to cn!ltirc 
tnat the bill would bee<llt'le ett~¢tivc on tlu: dC~iplntoo date, 

Cordially. 
MARY JANE ODELL 
Secrctw-y of State 
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1 Section 1. Section 307.10, subsection 5, Code 1983, is 

2 amended to r.ead as follows: 

3 5. Adopt rules in accordance with ~Re-~~ev~s~eHs-e£ chapter 

4 17A as it lIIay-eeelII deems necessary to transact its business 

5 and for the administration and exercise of its powers and 

6 duties. ~Re-~~aHs~e~~a~~eH-ee"''''~SS~eH-$Ra~*-a*se-aee~~-~~~eS7 

7 wl<t,i,eR'-r~%eS-sl<ta~%-Be-elfe",~e-ire",-eRe-~~ev;i,s,i,eHB-el?-eftareer 

8 ±~A7-~e¥erR,i,H~-~l<te-~eH~eft-e~-veft,i,e~eB-aRa-eelllB~Re~,;,eHs-e~ 

9 .,..eft,i,e%eS-WR';'eft-a:t'e-S1'.lB:teee-~e-efte-~.j,1l\,;,eae';'eHS-~lII~eSea-UHaer 

10 see~';'eH-~~±745~7--~Re-eelllffl~SS';'eH-",ay-aaere-S1'.leR-rU%eS-WR,;,eft 

11 ~erlll~e-Veft,i,e%eS-aHa-ee",e';'He~;i,eHS-e£-Vel<t,;,e%eB~iR-e~eess-e~ 

12 eRe-%eH~eft-%~m;i,~ae;i,eHs-,;,,,,~esea-uHaer-seee,i,eH-~~±~45~7-B1'.Ie 

13 Hee-eHeee8';'H~-s~Hey-~,;,¥e-ieee-±H-%eH~~R7-WR,;,eft-",ay-Be-",evee 

14 eH-eRe-R~~ftWays-e~-eft±s-seaee~--AHy-$Ueft-~reresee-r1'.l%es-sfta%~ 

15 ee-s1'.lBffl;i,eeee!-ee-eRe-~eHera%-aSSeIl\B~y-w;i,eft';'H-iWe-eays-~e%%eW3:H(j' 

16 efte-eenveH~H(j'-O£-a-re(j'~%ar-~eS$±eH-e£-efte-~eHera%-eSSeme±y~ 

17 ~Re-~eHera%-aS$e1l\B%y-fflay-ar~re¥e'-er~eisar~~e¥e-efte-r1'.l±es 

18 stle",,;, e'io! ea - By -efte -eellllil:i: s s ~eH -Hee -%Bee:t'-~~H!H-$ ';'M'e'l"-e!B'l"5 -~ re 1ft 

19 "!ole-eaoi!e-s'tlejo,-r1'.l%es-Bl!e-a'tl},liI3,eee~-aRe7-';'i"'Bfl~l'e¥ee!-el'-He 

2 0 aeeieH-3,S-~akeH-e'l"-'efte.,<;eHe:t'a~-Bsse",},±y-el'l-'io!fte-fl:t'eresea-!'ldes7 

21 s1'.lejo,-l'1'.I±ea-sftaz%-Beeelfte-e£~eeei~e-Ma'l"-~-aRe-eftereafeer-a±± 

22 ±aW$-';'H-eeH~±iee-eftel!ewi:eft-sfta±±-ee-e£-He-:€1'.I:t'eftel'-£el!ee-BHa 

23 e£~ee.eT 

24 Sec. 2. Chapter 307, Code 1983, is amended by adding the 

25 following new section: 

26 NEW SECTION. 307.30 FEDERAL TAX COMPLIANCE. The 

27 department shall adopt rules under chapter 17A to provide 

-28 for certification of federal heavy vehicle use tax collections 

, _, 29 required by the Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982. 
-1.? .~,,:-; ,~ 

'30 Sec. 3. Section 321.1, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

31 the fOllowing new subsection: 

':" . .; 32 NEW SUBSECTION. 82, "Remanufactured vehicle" means every 

33 vehicle of a type required to be registered that has been 

34 disassembled, resulting in the total separation of the major 

35 integral parts and which has been reassembled with the major 

-1-
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1 integral parts being replaced, altered, or substituted so 

2 as to increase the vehicle's value by a minimum of twenty 

3 thousand nollars. "Remanufactured vehicle" does not include 

4 an existing vehicle which is repaired, restored, or modified 

5 by replacing or adding parts and accessories. 

6 Sec; 4. Section 321.23, subsection 1, Code 1983, is amended 

7 to read as follows: 

8 1. iH-~Re-e~eR~ If the vehicle to be registered is a 

9 specially constructed, reconstructed, remanufactured or foreign 

10 vehicle, such fact shall be stated in the application. A 

11 fee of two dollars shall be paid by the person making ~nteR 

12 the application upon issuance of a certificate of title by 

13 the county treasurer. With reference to every specially 

14 constructed or reconstructed motor vehicle subject to 

15 registration the application shall be accompall.ied by a 

16 statement from the department authorizing s~eR the motor 

17 vehicle to be titled and registered in this state. The 

18 department shall cause a physical inspection to be made of 

19 all speciallY constructed or reconstructed motor vehicles, 

20 upon application ~Re~efe~ for a certificate of .title by the 

21 owner ~Re~eef, to determine whether sueR the motor vehicle 

22 is in a safe operating condition and that the integral 

23 component parts ~Re~ee£ are properly identified and that the 

24 rightful ownership is established before issuing e1:l:eR the 

25 owner the authority to have the motor vehicle registered and 

26 titiedds-Re~e;tl't-r:>""e"i,eee. With reference to every foreign 

27 vehicle Which has been registered Repeeefefe outside of this 

28 state the owner shall surrender to the treasurer all 

29 registration plates, registration cards, and certificates 

30 of title, or, if vehicle to be registered is from a nonkitle 

31 state, sl'leR the evidence of foreign registration and ownership 

32 as may be prescribed by the department except as provided 

33 in subsection 2 Repee£. 

34 Sec. 5. Section 321.454, Code 1983, is amended to read 

35 as follows: 

-2-
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1 321. 454 WIDTH OF VEHICLES. 

2 h The total outside width 

3 thereon shall not exceed eight 

of any vehicle or the load 

feet except that a bus having 

4 a total outside width not exceeding eight feet six inches, 

5 exclusive of safety equipment, sRa~i-fle ~ eXempt from the 

6 permit requirements of chapter 321E and may be operated on 

7 the public highways of the state. However, if hay, straw 

8 or stover moved on any implement of husbandry and the total 

9 width of load of the implement of husbandry exceeds eight 

10 feet in width, the implement of husbandry sfta'i:'I: is not ee 

11 subject to the permit requirements of chapter 321E. If hay, 

12 straw or stover is moved on any other vehicle subject to 

13 registration, Sll:eR ~ moves sRaii-fte ~ subject to the 

14 permit requirements for transporting loads exceeding eight 

15 feet in width as required under chapter 321E. The vehicle 

16 width limitations imposed by this sUbsection only apply to 

17 the public highways of the state not subject to the width 

18 limitations imposed under sUbsection 2. 

,;',0)'/19 2. The total outside width of any vehicle and load shall 

20 not exceed eight feet six inches, exclusive of safety equiE-

21 ment determined necessary for safe and efficient operation 

22 by the secretary of the. United states department oftransporta-

23 tion,on highways designated by the transportation commission. 

24 The department shall adopt rules to designate the highways, 

25 in compliance with the highways deSignated by the secretary 

26 of the United States department of transportation as a part 

27 of the national system of interstate and defense highways 

28 and any other qualifying federal-aid highways with traffic 

29 lane'? designed to a width of twelve feet or more. The rules 

30 adopted under this subsection are exempt .fromchapter 17A. 

31 Sec. 6. Section 321.457, Code 1983, is amended by striking 

32 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

33 321.457 HAXIMUM LENGTH. 

34 1. A combination of four vehicles is not allowed on the 

35 highways of this state. 
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1 2. The maximum length of any motor vehicle or combination 

2 of vehicles operated on the highways of this state,unless 

3 subject to .the maximum length provisions of subsection 3, 

4 are as follows: 

5 a. A single truck, unladen or with load, shall not have 

6 an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in 

7 excess of forty feet. 

8 b.A single bus, unladen or with load, shall not have 

9 an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in 

10 excess of forty feet. 

11 c. Except for combinations of vehicles, provisions for 

12 which are otherwise made in this chapter, no combination of 

13 a truck tractor and a semi trailer coupled tog'Tther unladen 

14 or with load, shall have an overall length, inclusive of front 

15 and rear bumpers, in excess of sixty feet. 

16 d. However, a mobile home not in excess of forty-eight 

17 feet in length may be drawn by any motor vehicle, except a 

18 motor truck, provided that the mobile home and its towing 

19 unit are not in excess of an overall length of sixty feet. 

20 For the purposes of this subsection, a light delivery truck, 

21 panel delivery truck or "pickup" is not a motor truck. A 

22 portable livestock. loading chute not in exces,s of a length 

23 of thirteen feet including its hitch or tongue may be drawn 

24 by any vehicle or combination of vehicles, provided that the 

25 vehicle or 90mbination of vehicles drawing th", loading chute 

26 is not in excess of the legal length provided for such vehicles 

27 or combinations. 

e. Combinations of vehicles coupled together which are 

29 used exclusively for the transportation of passenger vehicles, 

30 light delivery trucks, panel delivery trucks, pickup trucks, 

31 recreational vehicle chassis, and boats shall not exceed 

32 sixty-five feet in overall length. 

33 f. A combination of three vehicles coupled together one 

34 of which is a motor vehicle, unladen or with load, shall not 

35 have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, 
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1 in excess of sixty feet. 
2 g. A motor vehicle or combination of vehicles may be 

3 operated upon the highways of this state, irrespective of 

4 the length and weight limitations imposed by the laws of this 

5 state, if the motor vehicle or combination of vehicles is 

6 operated within the corporate limits of a city abutting a 

7 border of this state and such operations have been approved 

8 by ordinance of the city council and if the length and weight 

9 of the motor vehicle or combination of vehicles is in 

10 conformity with the laws relating to length and weight of 

11 the abutting state on July 1, 1974. If a city council has 

12 authorized such operation upon highways within the corporate 

13 limits, then the limit of travel for such motor vehicles or 

14 combination of vehicles within the state is extended to the 

15 commercial zones as described by federal regulations concerning 

16 interstate commerce, 49 code of federal regula~ions. paragraphs 

17 1048.10, 1048.38, and 1048.101 as they exist on July 1, 1974. 

18 h. A semitrailer shall not have a distance between the 

19 kingpin and the center of its rearmost axle in excess of forty 

20 feet, except a semitrailer used principally for hauling 

21 livestock, a semitrailer used exclusively for hauling self-

22 propelled industrial and construction equipme~t, or a 

23 semitrailer used exclusively for the purposes described in 

24 paragraph e of" this subsection. A semitrailer which is a 

25 1980 or older model having a distance between the kingpin 

26 and center of the rearmost axle of more than forty feet may 

27 be operated on the highways of this state if a special 

28 overlength permit is obtained from the department for the 

29 vehicle. The special over length permit shall be valid until 

30 the semitrailer is inoperable. 
31 3. The maximum length of any motor vehicle or combination 

32 of vehicles operated on the highways of this state which are 

33 designated by the secretary of the united States department 

34 of transportation and the transportation commission as a part 

35 of the national system of interstate and defense highways 
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1 ano the federal-aid primary system shall be as follows: 

2 a. A trailer or semitrailer, laden or unladen, shall not 

3 have an. overall length in excess of fifty-three feet when 

4 operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination. 

5 b. A·trailer or semitrailer, 

6 have an overall length in excess 

laden or unladen, shall not 

of twenty-eight feet six 

7 inches when operating in a truck tractor-semi trailer-trailer 

8 combination. 
9 c. Power units,designed to carry cargo, when used in 

10 combination with a trailer or semitrailer shall not exceed 

11 sixty-five feet in overall length for the combination. 

12 d. The department shall adopt rules to des;ignate those 

13 highways designated by the secretary of the United States 

14 department of transportation as a part of .the national system 

15 of interstate and defense highways and the federal-aid primary 

16 system. The rules adopted by the department under this para-

17 graph are exempt from chapter 17A. 

18 4. Fire fighting apparatus and vehicles operated during 

19 daylight hours when transporting poles, pipe, machinery, or 

20 other objects of a structural nature Which cannot be readily 

21 disassembled when required for emergency repair of public 

22 service facilities or properties are not subject to the 

23 limitations on overall length of vehicles and combinations 

24 of vehicles imposed under this section. However, for opera-

25 tion during nighttime hours, these vehicles and the load being 

26 transported shall be equipped with a sufficient number of 

27 clearance lamps on both sides and marker lamps at the extreme 

28 ends of the projecting load to clearly mark the dimensions 

29 of the load. A member of the state highway safety patrol 

30 shall also be notified prior to the operation of the vehicle. 

31 5. The department may adopt rules to designate highways, 

32 in addition to those designated under subsection 3, to which 

33 the overall length limitations imposed under subsection 3 

34 for vehicles and combinations of vehicles shall be applicable. 

35 However, rules adopted under this subsection are subject to 
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1 chapter 17A. 

2 Sec. 7. Section 6 of this Act takes effect April 1, 1983. 

3 Sec. 8. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

4 takes effect from and after its publication in the Muscatine 

5 Journal, a newspaper published in Muscatine, Iowa, and in 

6 The Messenger, a newspaper published in Fort Dpdge, Iowa. 
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SENATE' FILE 207 

H-3228 

1 ·Amend Senate ,jFlle207;~~sUiended,·passed, . and 
2 reprinted.by.,the.sena:te".as .)follows:; 
3 1 •.. 1>age l,by insertiilg after 'line :29 the following 
4 new section:' ' .. "" .... .'.... ..' . .' . 
5 ,. "S.ec. _ •. ·Section .. ·321.1, subsection 69, code 
6 1983,: is amended!to;readr'aG follows;' . 
7 69.'· ":randem':'laxle,,':means any two or more. consecutive 
8 axles whose centers are more than' forty iz;tches but 
9 not more . than e'!JIt..y.~Eeu ninety-six inches apart." 

10 2'. page 7 ,by:lnserting after line 1 the following 
11 new section: . .. 
12 "Sec. _. Section '321.474, unnumbered paragraph 
13 2, Code 1983, is.amended to read as follows; 
14 For the purposes of restrictions imposed under 
15 this section, a tripl,eaxle is any group of three 
16 or more consecutive axles where the centers of any 
17 consecutive axles are more than forty inches apart 
18 and where the centers of the extreme axles are more 
19 than e~!Jkty-~8~r ninety-six inches apart but not more 
20 than one hundred sixty-eight inches apart. Where 
21 triple axle restrictions are imposed, the signs erected 
22 by the department shall give notice of the 
23 restrictions." 
24 3. Renumber sections and correct internal 
25 references as are necessary in accordance with this 
26 amendment. 

_ H-3228 FILED MARCH 9, 1983 BY HARBOR of Mills 
.... ADOPTED CJ". 66.2) . 
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SENATE FILE 207 
H-3209 

1 Amend Senate File 207, as aJIlended, passed, and "" 
2 reprinted' by the Senate , as follows: "" 
3 1. By striking page 1, line 32 through page 2, 
4 line 5, and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "NEW SUBSECTION. 82. "Remanufactured vehicle" " 
6 means every vehicle of a type required to be ·:registered 
7 and having a" gross" vehicle· weight rating of at least 
8 thirty thousand pounds that has been disassembled, 
9 resulting in the total separation of the major integral 

10 parts and which has been reassembled with those parts 
11 being replaced with new or' rebuilt parts. In every 
12 instance, a new diesel engine and all new tires shall 
13 be installed and shall carry manufacturers' warranties. 
14 Every vehicle shall include, but not be limited 
15 to, new or rebuilt component parts consisting of 
16 steering gear, clutch, transmission, differential, 
17 engine radiator, engine fan hub, engine starter, 
18 alternator, air compressor and cab. For purposes 
19 of this subsection, "rebuilt" means the replacement 
20 of any element of a component part which appears to 
21 limit the serviceability of the part. A minimum of 
22 twenty thousand dollars shall be expended on e~qh 
23 vehicle and the expense must be verifiable by invoices, 
24 work orders, or other documentation as required by 
25 the department. 
26 The department may establish equipment requirements 
27 and a vehicle inspection procedure for remanufactured 
28 vehicles. The department may establish a, fee for 
29 the inspection of remanufactured vehicles not to 
30 exceed one hundred dollars for each vehicle inspected." 
31 2. Page 3, lines 28 and 29, by striking the words 
32 "federal-aid highways with traffic lanes desi911ed 
33 to a width of twelve feet or more" and insertlng in 
34 lieu thereof the word "highways". 
35 3. Page 4, line 32, by inserting after the period 
36 the wordS "However, the load carried on a truck-
37 semitrailer combination may extend up to two feet 
38 beyond the front bumper and up to three feet beyond 
39 the rear bumper." 
40 4. Amend the title, line 1, by inserting after 
41 the word "to" the words "vehicles by defining a 
42 remanufactured vehicle and providing for". 

BY COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 



SENATE 2 
MARCH 15, 1983 

S-3222 HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 207 

Amend Senate File 207, as amended, passed, and 
~ep~inted by the Senate, as follows: 

1_ By striking page 1, line 32 through page 2, 
4 line 5, and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "NEW SUBSECTION. 82. "Remanufactured vehicle" 
6 means every vehicle of a type requi~ed to be regis"tered 
7 and having a g~oss vehicle weight rating of at least 
8 thi~ty thousand pounds that has been disassembled, 
9 ~esulting in the total separation of the major integral 

10 pa~ts and w~ich has been reassembled with those parts 
11 being replaced with new or ~ebuilt parts. In every 
12 instance, a new diesel engine and all new tires shall 
13 be installed and shall carry manufacturers' warranties_ 
14 Every vehicle shall include, but not be limited 
15 to, new or rebuilt component parts consisting of 
16 steering gear, clutch,transmission, differential, 
17 eng,ine radia to~, engine fan hub, engine starter, 
18 alternator, air compressor and cab. For purposes 
19 of .this subsection, "rebuilt" means the replacement 
20 of any element of a component part which appears to 
21 limit the serviceability of the part. A minimum of 
22 'twenty thousand dollars shall be expended on each 
23 vehicle and the expense must be verifiable by invoices, 
24 work orders, or other documentation as required by 

the depa~tment. 
The department may establish equipment requirements 

and a vehicle inspection procedure for remanufactured 
8 vehicles. The departnlent may establish a fee for 

29 the inspection of remanufactured vehicles not to 
30 exceed one hundred dollars for each vehicle inspected." 
31 2. Page 3, lines 28 and 29, by striking the words 
32 "federal-aid highways with traffic lanes designed 
33 to a width of twelve feet or more" and inserting in 
34 lieu thereof the wo~d "high,,-ays". 
35 3. Page 4, line 32, by inserting afte~ the pe~iod 
36 the words "However, the load carried on a truck-
37 semitrailer combination may extend up to two feet 
38 beyond the front bumper and up to three feet beyond 
39 the rear bumper." 
40 4. Amend the title, line 1, by inserting after 
41 the word "to"the words "vehicles by defining a 
42 remanufactured vehicle and providing for". 
S-3222 FILED RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 
MARCH 14, 1983 ~ <--<:"""'~ 3f;",/:?zC{f' 718) 
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RELATING TO VEHICLES BY DEFINING A REMANUFACTURED VEHICLE AND 
PROVIDING FOR THE OVERALL LENGTH AND WIDTH OF VEHICLES AND 
CG.."1B-INATIONS OF VEHICLES \~'HICH MAY BE: OPERATED ON THE HIGH

WAYS OF THIS STATE. 

BE IT ENACT8D BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA~ 

section 1. Section 307.1G, subsection S, Code 19a3~ is 

amended to read as follows: 

5. Adopt rules in accordance with ~e-~Eev~eiefle-e~ chapter 

17A as it May-aeem deems necessary to transact its businesB 

and for the administration and_exercise of its powers and 

duties. ~e-~~aRB~e~Ea~~aH-e~~ReieR-eaai~-a~e8-aa6~E-~~~es; 

wR±sh-~H~ee-eHa~~-Ee-eHe~~E-££e~-~ae-~~eviB~sfle-6€-eaa~~ef 

l~Ar-~eveFeiH~-~ke-leB~ER-e~-vek~e~ee-aR~-eeMeifla~eHB-s~ 

veRie±ee-wai€k-a~e-saBjee~-~e-Ehe-~i~~~a~~eRe-~~~esee-HRae~ 

see~~eH-a~l~4S7~--~Re-ee~~!ssieR-May-aae~E-a~ek-~Hles-wk~eH 

~e~~~-Veft!e}e8-aRa-eeMBiHa~~eHe-ef-vek~eieB-~ft-eMeeee-e£ 

Efte-~eR~~a-ii~~~a~~aHS-!Mpe8ea-~Rae~-eee~ieR-~~lT45~7-e~~ 

ae~-~eee~iR~-8~xEy-£ive-€ee~-~H-~eH~~kr-WBiek-maY-Be-Meve~ 

aa_Eke_H~~RwaYS_6£_~~s_8~a~e~ __ ABy_e~eR_~~e~ese~_~H~es_sHa~i 

&e-eH$MiE~ea-~e-~e-§eHe~a~-aseemB±y-w~~~R-€~ve-aa¥e-£e~i6WiR~ 

~e-eaHveR~R~-8€-a-~e~±aF-~eseieR-e£-Eke-~eRe~al-assemB~~~ 

~e_~efle~a±_aseeMb~Y_May_ap~~sve_6~_a~eap~Feve_Eke_~~les 

sas~~~~e~_By_~e_ee~~sa~8fl_Re~_laEe~_~ka~_eiH~y_aays_iFeffi 

~e-aa~e-8~eR-£H~eB-a~e-8~M~~~ea-aRa~-~f-ap~~eves-eF-He 

- ~ 
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ae~~eR_~8_~akea_By_~he_~eReFal_asBemhly_eR_~fie_~~e~eBea_£~le8, 

e~ek-f~~ee-8fta~1-seee~e-e£€ee~ive-Hay-i-eRa-~e~ee£~e~-e}l 

lawe-ia-eeail~@E-~e¥ewi~a-8Rell-ee-6~-Re-ia~~ke~-£a~ee-aRa 

e£.feet:. .... 

Sec. 2. Chapter 307, Code 1983. is amended by adding the 

following new section: 
1~W SECTI~~. 307.30 FEDERAL TAX COMPLIANCE+ The 

department shall adopt rules under chapter 17A to provide 
for certification of federal heavy vehicle Use taK collections 
required by the Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982. 

Sec. J. section 321+1, Code 1983, is amended by addinq 

the following new subsection: 
NEW SUBSECTION. 82. "Remanufactured vehicle" means every 

vehicle of a type required to be registered ana having a gross 

vehicle weight rating of at least thirty thousand pounds that 

has been disassembled, resulting in the total sepa~ation of 

the major integral parts and which has been reassembled with 

those parts being replaced-with new or rebuilt parts. In 

every instance, a new diesel engine and all new_ tires shall 

he installed and shall carry manufacturers' warranties. 

Bvery vehicle shall include, but not be limited to. new 

or rebuilt component parts consisting of steering gear, clutCh, 

transmission, differential, engine radiator, engine fan hub, 

engine starter, alternator, air compressor and cab. For 
purposes of this subsection. "rebuilt" means the replacement 

of any element of a component part which appears to limit 

the serviceability of the part. A minimum of twenty thousand 

dollars shall _be expended on each vehicle and the expense 

must be verifiahle by invoices, work orders. or other 

documentation as required by the department. 

The department may establish equipment requirements and 

a vehicle inspection procedure for remanUfactured vehicles. 

The department may establish a fee for the inspection of 

remanufactured vehicles not to exceed one hundred dollars 

for each vehicle inspected. 

r-. c 
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Sec. 4. section 321.23, subsection 1, Code 1983, is arr.ended 

to read as follows: 
1. IR-~e-eveR~ l! the vehicle to be registered is a 

speciallY constructed, reconstructed, remanufactured or foreign 
vehicle, such fact shall be stated in the application. A 

fee of two dollars shall be paid by the person making ~~ea 

the application upon issuance of a certificate of title by 
the count~' tre asurer . with re ference to every spec iall y 

constructed or reconstructed motor vehicle subject to 
registration the application shall be accompanied by a 

statement from the depar~~ent authori2ing 8Heft the motor 
vehicle to be titled and registered in this state. The 
department shall cause a physical inspection to be made of 

all specially constructed or reconstructed motor vehicles, 
upon application ~~e£e€e~ for a certificate of title by the 
owner ~e£e6i, to deternine whether 8HeR the motor vehicle 
is in a safe operating condition and that the integral 

component parts ~~e~eei are properly identified and that the 
rightful ownership is established before issuing 8HeR the 
owner the authority to have the motor vehicle registered and 

titled &e~ae~e~R-~£ey~aea. with reference to every foreign 
vehicle which has been registered fte£e~e£e~e outside of this 

state the owner shall surrender to the treasurer all 

registration plates, re~istration cards, and certificates 
of title, or, if vehicle to be registered is from a nontitle 
state, s~eR the evidence of foreign registration and ownership 

as may be prescribed by the department except as provided 

in subsection 2 he£ee£. 
Sec. 5. Section 321.454, Code 1~83, is amended to read 

as follows: 
321.454 WIDTH OF VEH1CLES. 

~ The total outside width of any vehicle or the load 

thereon shall not exceed eight feet except that a bus having 
a total outside width not exceeding eight feet six inches, 

exclusive of safety equipment, sRe~~-ae is exempt from the 

Senate File 207, ? 4 

permit requirements of chapter 321& and may be operated on 
the public highways of the state. However, if hay, straw 

or stover moved on any implement of husbandry and the total 

width of load of the implement of husbandry exceeds ei~ht 

feet in width~ the implement of husbandry Sfla~~ is not ae 
suh)ect to the permit require~ents of chapter 321E. lf hay, 

straw or stover is moved on any other vehicle subject to 
registration, 8HeH the moves 8Ha~~~Be ~ subject to the 
permit requirements for transporting loads exceeding eight 

feet in width as required under chapter 321E. The vehicle 

width limitations imuosed by this subsection only apply to 

the public highways of the state not subject to the width 

limitations imposed under subsection 2. 
2. The total outside width of any vehicle and load shall 

not ex.ceed ei 9h t feet si x. inche s, exc 1 us i ve a f safety equip
ment determined necessary for safe and efficient operation 

by the secretarY of the United States department of transporta
tion, on highways designated by the transportation co~ission. 

The department shall adopt rules to designate the highways, 
in compliance with the highways designated by the secretary 
of the United states department of transportation as a part 

of the national system of interstate and defense highways 
and any other qualifying highways. The rules adopted under 

this subsection are exempt from chapter 17A. 

Sec. 6. Section 321.457, Code 1983, is amended by striking 
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the fo~lowing: 

321.457 MAXIMUM LENGTH. 
1. A combination of four vehicles is not allowed on the 

highways of this state. 

2. The maximum length of any motor vehicle or combination 
of vehicles operated on the highways of this state, unless 

subject to ·the maximum length provisions of subsection 3~ 

are as follows: 
a. A single truck, unladen or with load, shall not have 

an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in 

excess of forty feet. 
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b. A single bus, unladen or with load, shall not have 
an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in 
excess of forty feet. 

c. Except for combinations of vehicles T provisions for 
which are otherwise made in this chapter, no combination of 
a truck tractor and a semitrailer coupled together unladen 

or with load, shall have an overall length, inclusive of front 
and rear bumpers, in excess of sixty feet. 

d. However, a mobile home not in excess of forty-eight 
feet in length may be drawn by any motor vehicle, except a 
motor truck, provided that the mobile home and its towing 
unit are not in excess of an overall length of sixty feet. 

For the purposes of this subsection, a light delivery trUCk, 
pane I de Ii very truc>:. or lip ickup II is not a motor truck. A 

portable livestock loading chute not -in excess of a length 
of thirteen feet including its hitch or tongue may be drawn 
by any vehicle or co[['bination of vehicles~ provided that the 

vehicle or coDbination of vehicles drawing the loading chute 
is not in excess of the legal length provided for such vehicles 
or combinations. 

e. Combinations of vehicles coupled together which are 

used exclusively for the transportation of passenqer vehicles
I 

light delivery trucks, panel delivery trucks, pickup trucks~ 
recreational vehicle Chassis, ana boats shall not exceed 

sixty~five feet in overall length. However, the load carried 
on a truck-s-emi trailer combination may extend up to two feet 

beyond the front bumper and up to three feet beyond the rear 
bumper. 

f. A combination of three vehicles coupled together one 
of which is a motor vehicle, unladen or with load, shall not 
have an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, 
in excess of sixty feet. 

g. A motor vehicl-e or combination of vehicles may be 

operated upon the highways of this state, irrespective of 

the length and weight limitations imposed by the laws of this 

• • 
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state, if the motor vehicle or combination of vehicles is 

operated within the corporate limits of a city abutting a 

border of this state and such operations have been approved 

by ordinance of the city council and if the length and weight 
of the motor vehicle or combination of vehicles is in 
conformity with the laws relatinq to length and weight of 

the abutting state on July 1, 1974. If a city council has 
authorized such operation upon highways within the corporate 
limits, then the limit of travel for such motor vehicles or 
co~bination of vehicles within the state is extended to the 

commercial zones as described by federal regulations concerning 

interstate commerce, 49 code of federal regulations, paragraphs 
lQ48.10, IG4S.38, and l04B.IGl as they exist on July II 1974. 

h. A semitrailer shall not have a distance between the 
kingpin and the center of its rearrnost axle in excess of forty 
feet, except a semitrailer used principally for hauling 
livestock, a semitrailer used exclusively for hauling self
propelled industrial and constr~ction equipment, or a 

se~itrailer used exclusively for the purposes described in 
paragraph e of this subsection. A semitrailer which is a 

1980 or older model having a distance between the kingpin 
and center of the rearrnost axle of more than forty feet may 
be operated on the highways of this state if a special 

overlength permit is obtained from the department for the 

vehicle. The special over length permit shall be valid until 
the semitrailer is inoperable. 

3. The maximum length of any motor vehicle or combination 

of vehicles operated on the highways of this state which are 
designated by the secretary of the United States department 

of transportation and the transportation commission as a part 
of the national system o£ interstate and defense highways 

and the federal-aid primary system shall be as follows: 

a. A trailer or semitrailer, laden or unladen, shall not 
have an overall lenqth in excess of fifty-three feet when 

operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination. 

.... 
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b_ A trailer or semitrailer, laden or unladen, shall not 

bave an overall length in excess of twenty-eight feet six 
inches when operating in a truck tractor-semi trailer-trailer 

corrbination_ 
c_ Power units designed to carry cargo, when used in 

combination with a trailer or semitrailer shall not exceea 

sixty~five feet in overall length for the combination_ 
d_ The department shall adopt rules to designate those 

hiqhways designated by the secretary of the united States 
department of transportation as a part of the national system 
of interstate and defense highways and the federal-aid primary 

system_ The rules adopted by the department under this para

graph are exempt from chapter 17A_ 
4_ Fire fighting apparatus and vehicles operated during 

daylight hours when transporting poles, pipe, machinery, or 
other objects of a structural nature which cannot be readily 

disassembled when required for emergency repair of public 
service facilities or properties are not subject to the 
limitations on overall length of vehicles and combinations 
of vehicles imposed under this section. However, for opera

tion during nighttime hours, these vehicles and the load being 

transported shall be equipped with a sufficient number of 
clearance lamps on both sides and marker lamps at the extreme 

ends of the projecting load to clearly mark the dimensions 
of the load_ A member of the state highway safety patrol 
shall also be notified prior to the operation of the vehicle_ 

5_ The department may adopt rules to designate highways, 

in aadition to those designated under subsection 3, to which 

the overall length limitations imposed under subsection 3 
for vehicles and combinations of vehicles shall be applicable_ 

However, rules adopted under this subsection are subject to 

chapter 11A_ 
Sec. ,_ section 6 of this Act takes effect April 1, 1983_ 

Sec_ 8. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

takes effect from and after its publication in the Muscatine 

Senate File 207, P_ 8 

Journal, a newspaper published in Muscatine, Iowa, and in 

The Messenger, a newspaper published in Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

ROBERT T_ ANDERSON 
President of the Senate 

DONALD D_ AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the senate and 

is known as senate File 207, Seventieth General Assembly. 

APprov2i tUV.. 2 C;, 

TERRY E _ BRANSTAD 

Governor 

K. MARIE THAYER 

Secretary of the Senate 

19-83 


