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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the inclusion of optometric services in 

health insurance policies or contracts if the vision 

care services or procedures are covered when performed 

by other health care providers. 

BE l'1' ENAC'fED BY THE GENERAL ASSEHBLY OF TilE S'l'ATE OF Io\~A: 

Cre-!"I~I 1:Zf',~ 



S.F. /1£ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 509.1, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. An insurer under a contract or plan 

4 coverIng visio!l care services or procedures shall provide 

5 coverage for VISion care services or procedures provided 

6 by an optometrist licensed under chapter 154 within the scope 

7 of the practice of optometry, as defined in section 154.1, 

8 if the contract or plan includes coverage for the same services 

9 or procedures when provided by another health care provider. 

10 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 514.19 OPTOMETRIC COVERAGE. An 

11 Insurer under a contract or plan covering vision care services 

12 or procedures shall provide coverage for vision care services 

13 or procedures provided by an optometrist licensed under chapter 

14 154 within the scope of the practice of optometry, as defined 

15 in section 154.1, if the contract or plan Includes coverage 

16 for the same services or proceciures when provided by another 

17 health care provider. 

18 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 514A.7A OPTOMETRIC COVERAGE. An 

19 Insurer under a contract or plan covering vision care services 

20 or procedures shall provide coverage for vision care services 

21 or procedures provided by an optometrist licensed under chapter 

22 154 within the scope of the practice of optometry, as defined 

23 in section 154.1, if the contract or plan includes coverage 

24 for the same services or procedures when provided by another 

25 health care provider. 

26 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 514B.22A OPTOMETRIC COVERAGE. 

27 A health maintenance organization under a contract or plan 

28 coverIng VIsion care services or procedures shall provide 

29 coverage for vision care services or procedures provided 

30 by an optometrist licensed under chapter 154 within the scope 

31 of the practice of optometry, as defined in section 154.1, 

32 if the contract or plan includes coverage for the same serVIces 

33 or procedures when provided by another health care provider. 

34 EXPLANATION 

35 This bill provides that coverage shall be provided for 
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1 the serVlces of lIcensed optometrists who provide VlSlon care 

2 serVlces, witllin the scope of practice as defined In chapter 

3 1.5~, to patients who have a health insurance pla!l or policy 

4 wlnch provltles coverage t.or. VlSlon care serVlces when the 

5 same serVlces are provided by another health care provider. 

6 Thls bill takes effect July 1 following enactment. 
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'·SENATE 4 
MARCH 18, 1983 

_ 249 
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SEN.r.TE FILE 178 

~~end Senate File 178 as follows: 
1. By striking everything after the enacting 

clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

5 by 
6 4: 

"Section 1. section 509.3, Code 1983, is amended 
adding the following new subsection after subsection, 

. --'~ 7 
8 
9 

10 

NEW SUBSECTION. 4A. A provision shall be made 
available to policy holders, under group policies 
covering vision care services or procedures, for 
payment of necessary medical or surgical care and 

11 treatment provided by an optometrist licensed under 
chapter 154 if the care and treatment are provided 
within the scope of the optometrist's license and 
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if the policy would pay for the care and treaL~ent 
if the care and treatment were provided by a person 
engaged in the practice of medicine or surgery as 
licensed under chapter 148 or lS0A. The policy shall 
provide that the policy holder may reject the coverage 
or provision if the coverage or provision is rejected 
for all providers of vision care services as licensed 
under chapter 148, 1S0A, or 154. This subsection 
applies to group policies delivered or issued for 
delivery after July 1, 1983, and to existing group 
policies on their next anniversary or renewal date, 
or upon expiration of the applicable collective 
bargaining contract, if any, whichever is later. 
This subsection does not apply to blanket, short-term 
travel, accident only, limited or specified disease, 
or individual or group conversion policies, or policies. 
designed only for issuance to persons for coverage 
under Title XVIII of the social Security Act, or any 
other similar coverage under a state or federal 
government plan. 

Sec. 2. Section 514.7, Code 1983, is amended by 
adding the following new unnumbered paragraph after 
unnumbered paragraph 1. 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A provision shall be 
available in approved contracts with hospital and 
medical service corporate subscribers under group 
subscriber contracts or plans covering vision care 
services or procedures, for payment of necessary 
medical or surgical care and treatment provided by 
an optometrist licensed under chapter 154, if the 
care and treatment are provided within the scope of 
the optometrist's license and if the subscriber 
contract would pay for the care and treatment if it 
were provided by a person engaged in the practice 
of medicine or surgery as licensed under chapter 148 
or 150A. The subscriber contract shall also provide 
that the subscriber may reject the coverage or 



, 

~.,(.' ,/ .. _ o,~ -:S,'f..H .... · ... J':/,:,:'9 

su.~ Fn~ 178 

Small Business and Commerce- Ch;odo Ch' G 
- _ . . . Air; rOnlltaJ and Schroeder. 

~'<---i!r.JS"7·h A GL .... "//7;7.3 .:=NATE FILE 

BY COLEM.lI.N 

171 

(AS k~ENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 22, 1983) 

Passed Senate, D!lte.i-,,;>.;<-13 (I J9C) Passed House. Date S-If.- &If.; .{/6<» 

Vote: Ay e S_--,<I~4.,-_ Na y 5_-,,0,,-__ Vote: Ayes D Nays /3 

Approved I. /9f3 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the inclusion of optometric services In 

2 health insurance policies or contracts if the vision 

3 care services or procedures are covered ~lhen performed 

4 by other health care providers. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOliA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 509.3, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsGction after subsection 4: 

'3 NEW SUBSECTION. 4A. A provision shall be made available 

4 to policy holders, under group policies covering vision care 

5 services or procedures, for payment of necessary medical or 

6 surgical care and treatment provided by an optometrist licensed 

7 under chapter 154 if the care and treatment are provided 

8 within the scope of the optometrist's license and .if the 

9 policy would pay for the care and treatment if the care and 

10 treatment were provided by a person engaged in the practice 

11 of medicine or surgery as licensed under chapter 148 or 150A. 

12 The policy shall provide that the policy holder may reject 

13 the coverage or provision if the coverage or provision for 

14 services ~lhich may he provided by an optometrist is rejected 

15 for all providers of similar vision care services as licensed 

16 under chapter 148, 150A, or 154. This subsection applies 

17 to group pOlicies delivered or issued for delivery after July 

18 1, 1983, and to existing group policies on their next 

19 anniversary or renewal date, or upon expiration of the 

20 applicable collective bargaining contract, if any, whichever 

21 is later. This subsection does not apply to blanket, short­
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34 

term travel, accident only, limited or specified disease, 

or individual or group conversion policies, or policies 

designed only for issuance to persons for coverage under Title 

XVIII of. the Social Security Act, or any other similar coverage 

under a state or federal government plan. 

Sec. 2. Section 514.7, Code 19R3, is amended by adding 

the following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumbered 

paragraph 1. 

NFo!'l UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A provision shall be available 

in approved contracts with hospital and medical service 

corporate subscribers under group subscriber contracts or 

plans covering vision care services or procedures, for payment 

of necessary medical or surgical care and treatment provided 

35 by an optometrist licensed under chapter 154, if the care 

• 

-1-



S.P. 111 H.F. 

1 and treatment are provided within the scope of the 

2 optometrist's license and if the subscriber contract would 

3 pay for the care and treatment if it were provided by a person 

4 engaged in the practice of medicine or surgery as licensed 

5 under chapter 148 or 150A. The subscriber contract shall 

6 also provide that the subscriber may reject the coverage or 

7 provision if the coverage or provision for sel:vices which 

8 may be provided by an optometrist is rejected for all providers 

. 9 of similar vision care services as licensed under chapter ;. 

10·148, 150A, or 154. This paragraph applies to group subsc.riber 

11 contracts . delivered after July 1,' 1983,. and to group subscriber, 

12 contracts on their anniversary or renewal.date, or upon the 

13 expiration of the applicable collective bargaining contract, 

14 if any, whichever is the later. This paragraph does not apply 

15 to contracts designed only. for issuance to subscribers eligible 

16 £Ol: coverage under Title XVIII of the Social Security Act, 

17 or any other similar coverage under a state or federal 

18 government plan. 

19 Sec. 3. section 514B.l, subsection 2, Code 1983, is amended 

20 by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

.'·.'~'21 NE,v UN~UMBERED PARAGRAPH. The health care services 

22 available to enrollees under prepaid group plans covering 

23 vision care services or procedures, shall include a provision 

24 for payment of necessary medical or surgical care and treatment 

31"::'25 provided by an optometrist licensed. under chapter 154, if 

26 performed within the scope of the optometrist's license, and 

27 the plan would pay for the care and treatment when the care 

28 and treatment were provided by a person engaged in the practice 

29 of medicine or surgery as licensed under chapter 148 or 150A. 

30 The plan shall provide that the plan enrollees may reject 

31 the coverage for services which may be provided by an 

32 optometrist if the coverage is rejected for all providers 

33 of similar vision care services as licensed under chapter 

34 148, 150A, or 154. This paragraph applies to services provided 

35 under plans made after July 1, 1983, and to existing group 
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1 plans on their next anniversary or renewal date, or upon the 

2 expiration of the applicable collective bargaining contract, 

3 if any, whichever is the later. This paragraph does not apply 

4 to enrollees eligible for coverage under Title XVIII of the 

5 Social Security Act or any other similar coverage under a 

6 state or federal government plan. 
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SENATE FILE 178 
H-3583 

1 A$,end Senate File 178 as a~ended, passed and 
~ reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
~ 1. Page 1. lines 5 and 6. by striking the ~ords 

~ "medical or surgical care and t.reatment" and i::serti::g 
5 in lieu "thereof the words "·,,"'isior~ care servi.ces". 
6 2. Page I, lir..e 7, by strlking the words "ca.?::"e 
7 and treatment" and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

"services ll
• 

3. Page 1, lines 9 and 10, by striking the words 
"ca~e and treat~e!1t if the care and treatmentl/ and 
inserting ln lleu thereof the words "serVlces if the 
services". 

13 4. Page 1, line 34. by striking the words "~edical 
::"4 or s:J.rg:ca: ca:-e a::d trea~l1er..~" and inserting i:1 lie:J 
:i.5 ttereof the words "v ision care servicesl/. 
, r 
~o 

17 
18 
19 
20 
2l 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

5. Page 1, line 35. by st::-iking the word "ca!"e". 
6. Page 2. line 1. by striking the words "and 

treatment" and inserti::g in lie~ thereof the word 
IIservices ll . 

7. Page 2, line 3, by striking the words "care 
and treatment" and inserting in lieu thereof the '..jere 
"servlces". 

8. Page 2. l1:-:e 24, by stri%ing the words "medica: 
or surgical care and t::-eatment" and inserting l.n l::'e" 
thereof the words "vision care services". 

9. Page 2. lines 27 and 28, by striking the words 
"care ar:.d trea~":'le:1t when the care and treaLile::-:" and 
inse::-::ir.g in lieu t!lereof the words "services ~her: 
the ser\:ices~'. 

fl-3583 F;J:LED APRIL 8, 1983 
IJI-I p '>~f'/7.s (iI" -<'/~.) 

BY CO)1MITTEE ON S~1ALL 

BUS INESS AND COI~O!-1ERCE 

SENATE FILE 178 
H-3748 

2 
3 
4' 
5 

passed, and Amend Senate File 178 as amended, 
reprinted by the Senate as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 25, by ir.serting after the word 
"optomet!:"ist" the 'n!oras "wh~, unde!:" contract '",,;ith 
or e~ployed by a health ma~te~~nce o~~&~iza~icn a~d". 

H-3748 FILED APRIL 13, 1983 
'.fIb' ~~.;-/.f".7 (I .;J j".) 

BY HE~ANN of Scott 
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AN ACT 

RE(~TING TO THE INCLUSION OF OPTOMETRIC SERVICES IN HBALTH 

INSURANCE POLICIES OR CONl'RACTS IF THE VISION CARE SBR­

VICES OR PROCEDURES ARE COVERED 'o'IlIEN PERFORMED BY OTHER 

HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS. 

SF: 1 T ENACTED BY THE:: GENERAL ASSBMB(, 'i Of TH£ STATE or lOWA: 

Section 1. Section 509.3, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

the following new subsection after subscct.ion 4: 

~~~._~y'~_~ECTION. 4A. A provision shall be made available 

to policyholders. under qroup policies covering vision care 

services 01" procedures, for payment of neCeSSal"y medic'll ot" 

surgical care and treata.ent provided by an optomett·ist 1 iconscd 

under chdpter 151 if the care and tl"eatmcnt: arc provided 

.... i thin the scope 0 f the opt.ometr is t' s 1 icense and i { th(! 

policy would pay for the care and tnHltrnent. if the care and 

treatment .... ere provided by a person engaged in the practice 

of medicine 01· surqol"Y as licensed undel· chapter l48 or lSOA" 

The policy shall provide that tho policyholder may reject 

t.he coverage or provision 1 f the coverage or pt"ovisioll for 

services which may be provided by an optometrist is rejected 

fOt' all providct's of similar vision care services as licensed 

undrr chapter 148. ISOA, or 154" Thi!> subsection applies 

to group policies dellvered 01· issued for delivery after July 

1, 1983, and to ex.istinq gl"OUP policies on t.heil" next 

anlllVersal·Y or t·ene .... al date, or upon expiration of the 

applic<"\blc collective bargaining contract, if any . ...,hichever 

is late!'. ThlS subsection does not apply to blanket. Sh01·t­

tE:rt"l tl·avel. accident. only. limit.ed or spp.cifi("!d disoase, 

or indlvldual or 9'"OUP cOlwel·sian policles, Ot· policies 

designed only for issuance to pet'sons l' OJ" coverage undet' 'fL tle 

XVI I I of the! Soclal Sec\ll·ity Act. or any oLher !>intilClt' cOVet',lge 

undcl' <, state 01· federal govenu"Ient. plan. 

Spc 2. Sectlon 514.·J, Code 19tH, is amended by adding 

the tol1owlnq n\!'.-I ul\n\lmbt!~'ed pdt'agrdph .1ftcr unnumbered 

paragraph 1 

~ • 
Senate File 178, P. 2 

NEW UlfflUf'lBER1:O PARAGkAP~" A provision flhall be available 

in approved contracts with hospital and medical service 

corporat:.e subser ibcrli Undel" group subscriber contract.s or 

plans covering vision care servicns or procedures, for payment 

of necessary medical or 6urgical cat:e and treatment provided 

by an optometrist licensed under chapter 154, if the care 

and tl"eatroent are pr()vided .... it.hin the r.cope of t.he 

optometl"ist's license and if Lhe subGcribel" contract would 

pay for the care and treatment. if it ~ere provided by a person 

engaged in t,he pJ"ac:tice of medicine 01" surqery aG licensed 

undel· chapt.et: 148 or 1 50A. 'ihe subscriber contract shall 

also pl'ovide t.hat the subscribe." may l'ej ect the coveraqe 01 

provision if t.he covel'age or provision for services .... hich 

may be provided by an optornotrist is rejected {or all pl·oviders 

of similar vision care services as. licensed under chapter 

14~. 150A, or 154. This pat"agraph applieo to group subscriber 

contracts delivered after July 1, 1993, and t.o gl"OUP subscriber 

cont.racts on their anniversary or renewal date, or upon the 

expir,lt.ion of the applicable collective bal·gaining contract. 

if any ..... hichever is the later. This paragraph does not. apply 

to contl"acts designed only for issuance to subscribers eligible 

for covet· age unde." Title XVIII of the Social Security Act, 

Ot' any other similar coverage under a state or federal 

qovenunent plan. 

Sec" 3. Scction 514B.l, slwsection 2, Code 1983, is amended 

by addlng the following new urmuJr>Dered paragraph: 

!'!!;.~_ UNNUMBF.RF.O PARAGRAPH. The health care services 

available to ent'o11ees under prepaid group plans covering 

vision care sel·vices Ot· procedures, r.hall include a prov.islon 

for paymrnt of necessary medical or surgical care and treattrlcnt. 

provided by an opt.amett"ist"" licensed under chapter 154, if 

performed .... ithin t.he s<.:ope of t.he optorr.etrist's license, and 

the plan would pay for t.he can' and treat.Jnent when the care 

and treat.ment wel'e pt'ovlded by d pel'lwn engaqed lH the pract.ico 

of medicinE: or surge.:y dO. llc~:n!;cd under ch,lpte1: 148 01: l!>OA. 

The plan shall provide that the plan enrol.lce~ may t'eject. 

the ::overaqc for scrvic(!s whlCh nay be pl·ovided by an 

en :n ... 
~ 
QI) 
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optometrist if the coverage is rejected for all providers 

of similar VISIon care serVIces as licensed under chapter 

148, 150A, or 154. This paragraph applies to services provided 

under plans made after July 1, 1983, and to existing group 

plans on their next anniversary or renewal date, or upon the 

expiration of the applicable collective bargainIng contract, 

If any, whichever is the later. This paragraph does not apply 

to enrollees eligIble for coverage under Title XVIII of tIle 

Social Security Act or any other similar coverage under a 

state or federal government plan. 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

IS known as Senate File 178, Seventieth General Assembly. 

Approved r7~~~--4------

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

1983 

K. MARIE THAYER 

Secretary of the Senate 
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SENATE 5 
MARC!! 18, 1983 

S-3249 
PAGE 2 

<:> 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

;'0 

11 
::.2 
13 

Pto~ision if t~~ c0~~rege or ~r~~lE10~ :s reJec:ed 
for all pro\,icers of v:i,,)on c~~e se:'-vlces as licer;s~d 
under chapter 148. 150A. 0= 15~. ;h:E pa:2greph 
applies to group subsc~~~~r cc~t:·~~~~ ~eli~~=ed after 
July 1, 19a3,~ a~d ~o gl-?~P £u~-scri~·~~ co~:r2c~s on 
their ~n~i~~rs~ry 0r !~~~~;l d~:e, (,r uoc~ t~e 
~'·'.p_;Ij;-l·O~. r·f t." .. -e ~~\D~~~~\--"c. c"'~.'-""'~··~· 'I-~""'--;""T",";"'''' '- ........ 1...... _._. ___ c,-..' ... _ "-'_-' ____ ~~ .... Cl_'1_--.-.J~ 

c~n~ract, if any, ~h~ct~~~= is ~~~ :a:~r. 7h~s ~~ra-
C ·-ph c'r.os n~· 00-1" ~o c-·<·- -<", ". -, _ •• A 0--"" r( r __ c ....,.: _ >.J l.. .~'.'I; '- v., L. - -=:_ I,.. _ "_:: = _ !" .. ;::..I. ..... oJ _ _ 

i.;s'..:~!Jce to s·.:"::st::-':':~=-s '?lis:r.:e :~,!" o:~ .. ':=!"~;;e '''::'"-:~= 
Title XVI II of the Social $ect:r~ ~i' ;'.ct, or eony c-,;.=:::­
similar coverage under a state CJr f~j=ral g:...·..,er:--:..."i.cnt 
plar.. 

14 Sec. 3. 
:2 5 i 5 ~r.,=:'ldej 

}6 ~"r=sr",?!:: 

Section 514B.l, subsection 
by adding the followi~g :lew 

2. code 1983. 

17 ;:::;-..! C:-:'--"::':;:E:=-::SD ?~.R'lGRAPH. "he heal::h care se.c,;ices 
18 evall~-i"e--t-o·-~nrollees uncer prepaid group pla!Js 
19 cove:::-i~g vision c"re services or pr-oceo',.lres, s::a11 
20 i!1cluc~ a p:-o-Jision :cr ?~yM~nt of 7:€;'cessary rredical 
21 0= 5u:::-gical cere "nd treat,:re~jt proF: c~d by an 
:2 oot~~etr~st lic~nsed ~ndar c::aD~er 154. if perfor~ed 
23 wlthin the scope of the opto~eirist's !ice~se. and 
24 t~e ?lcn would ?ay for the care a~d ~=~a~~e~t ~~en 
25 t~e ca::e 2.:"',0 trca:"':-;.E:!1t \o.'.=re p::cvic.:::d t.y a pe!"son 
26 e~;~ged in t~e p~actice of rr,~dici~e or surgery as 
27 lice~i~d u~der chaFter l~S or :SCA. 7~e plan s~a!l 
28 provide t~at tte p~an enrollees ray r~ject tte coverage 
29 if the cove~age is rejected for all ~rov:ce~s of 
30 vision care services as lice~sed t:;r.=~r cr-.apter 248, 
31 150A. or 154. This paragraph applies ~o ser~lces 
32 provided under plans made after July 1, 1983. and 
33 to existing group plans on their next a~~iversary 
34 or rene~al date, or upon the expiration of the 
35 applicable collective bargaining contract, if any, 
36 whic~ever is the later. This paragraph does not apply 
37 to e~rollees eligible for coverage under Title XVIII 
33 0: t~e Social security Act or any other similar 
39 ccverage under a state or federal goverI'~'Tlent plan." 
5-3249 FILED BY COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE 
MARCH 1 7, 19 B 3 , _ GEORGE KINLEY I CHAIR 
1~ ..... ~J~ 7 3 ;;:">" 
- 1.3/":-' /;.> (iP S"J 7 ) 

./ 



SENATE FILE 178 
S-3287 
1 Amend the amendment S-3249 to Senate File 178 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 19, by inserting after the words 
II "coverage or provision" the words "which may be pro-
S vided by an optometrist". 
6 2. Page 1, line 20, bv inserting after the word 
7 "of" the word "similar". ~ 

S-3287 FILED & WITHD~~~ 
M.;;~CH 22, 1983 (t, £97) 

BY ARTHUR S~1ALL, JR. 

SENATE FILE 173 
S- 3288 
1 Amend the amendment S-3249 to Senate File 178 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 19, by inserting after the words 
4 "coverage or provision~ the words "for services which 
5 may be provided by an optometrist". 
6 2. Page 1, line 20, by inserting after the word 
7 "of" the word "similar". 
8 3. page 2, line 1, by inserting after the words 
9 "or provision" the words "for: services which may be 

10 provided by an optometrist". 
11 4. Page 2, line 2, by inserting after the word 
12 "of" the word "similar". 

~ 13 5. Page 2, line 28, by inserting after the word 
"W 14 "coverage" the words "for services which may be 

15 provided by an optometrist". 
16 6. Page 2, line 29, by inserting after the word 
17 "of" the word "similar". 

$-3288 FILED & ADOPTED 
!1A~CH 22, 1983 (if· )?"j7) 

BY C. JOSEPH COLEHA); 


