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An Act providing exemptions for road workers and road 

maintenance equipment while operating the equipment 

on the highways. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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'. ~~ 

s.F.2d3 ( H.F. 

1 section 1. Section 321.233, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

2 1981, is amended to read as follows: 

'3 ~ke-afaV~9~eR9-ef-~k~e This chapter, . --
<1 ef section 321.277 and sections 321,280 

except tke-~feV~9~eR5 

to 321,282 ska±± does 

, 5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 , 
16 

17 

not apply to persons, teams, motor vehicles and other equipment 

while actually engaged in work upon the surface of a highway 

officially closed to traffic but ska±± does apply to such 

persons and vehicles when traveling to or from such work, 

~fie-~fev~s~eRs-ef-~k~8-eRa~eef-Sfta%: Sections 321.297 and 

321.298 do not apply to road workers operating maintenance 

equipment eJ'!era~ea-BY owned or under lease to any state or 

local authority while engaged in road maintenance, road 

blading, snow and ice control and removal, and granular 

resurfacing work7-~Re%~a~R~-~e-ef-ffem-8~eft-Wefk on a highway, 

whether or not the highway is closed to traffic. 

Sec. 2. Section 321.453, Code 1981, is amended to read 

as follows: 

r::~:18 32l,453 EXCEPTIONS. The provisions of this chapter 

governing size, weight, and load Bka±± do not apply to fire 

apparatus, to road maintenance equipment operated by or under 

lease to any state or local authority, or to implements of 

husbandry temporarily moved upon a highway, or to implements 

moved between the retail seller and farm purchaser within 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

a fifty-mile radius from corporate limits wherein k~B the 

retail seller's place of business is located, or implements 

received and moved by a retail seller of implements of 

27 husbandry in exchange for an implement purchased, except on 

28 any part of the interstate highway system, or to a vehicle 

29 operating under the terms of a special permit issued as 

30 provided in chapter 321E. 

31 EXPLANATI ON 

32 The bill allows the operation of road maintenance equipment 

33 In the right hand lane and left hand lane while engaged in 

34 speclfic maintenance operations on roads open to traffic. 

35 The exemption provided is more restrictive since the exemption 
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5.F.;(;?JI H.F. 

1 previously provided exception from all of chapter 321. The 

2 bill also exempts state and local maintenance equipment from 

3 the size, weight, and load limits in the Code. The bill takes 

4 effect July 1 following enactment. 
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SENATE FILE 2231 

H-5522 
1 Amend Senate File 2231 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 11, by inserting after the \Vord 
3 "o\.;n~d" the I,'ord "£:i.". 
4 2. Page 1, line 15, bv inserting after the p8riod 
5 the words "The state or l;cal authority may lease 
6 road maintenar.ce equipment but shall r.ot err.ploy the 
7 lessor or emolovees of the lessor to operate the 
8 eauio;nent." u ., 
9 • 3. ~age 1, line 20, by striking the word operated 

to and inserting in lieu thereof the vlOrd "owned". 

BY HU~L"1EL of B€mton 

SENATE FILE 2231 
H-5523 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

Amend Senate File 2231 as follows: 
?age 1, by inserting af~er line 15 the following: 
"Sec. . Section 321.377, Code 1981, is amended 

to read as follows: 
321.377 SPEE:D OF SCHOOL BUS. No motor vehicle in 

use as a school bus shall be ouerated at a sDesd In 
excess of fifty-five miles per" hour on any f~lly 
controlled-access, divided, multilaned highways, inter­
st<! te highvlays or on any four-lane primary high~·,ay. 
When not in operation on an interstate highway system 
or on any four-laned primary highHay, the maximum speed 
for a school b-.:s shall be f if ty Illi les per hour I..-hen-tleed 
~e~-~~~~oee~-e=-~n-edncat~o~ez-~rip-o~-£or-t~en~port±ng 
~tl~±~~-~o-a~d-=rorn-any-e~tr~e~rr±ctlxa~-aet~v±ty/-end 
£~~~y-f±ve-~~~cs-?e~-ho~r-~t-e=:-other-t±me~7--An7 
vid~a~±en-of-th±s-scec±~n,-br-a-dri~er,-ehe±i-be-de~ed 
stlfr±e±~~t-ce~se-ro~-e~ncez±hg-his-co~tract~~-Por-the 
f''.:!rpo~e-o£-th±~-seet~er:,-±n·ce':tst.o.te-h±9'ht'':at~-:meen:::r-these 
hi9~wey~-~~c~cded-±n-~he-net±on~i-sy~tem-of-ih~er~t~te 
hi~h~~y~-~~s~~~eted-by-the-federei-highw~y-adm±n±str~t±on 
and-th±~-s~ate." 

R-5523 FILED HARCH 23, 1982 
~..J/...1Y (1 /013) 

BY POFFENBERGER of Dallas 
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Amend Senate File 2231, as follows: 
1. Page 1, line 5, by striking the word and 

figures ~, teams,ll and inserting-in lieu thereof the 
following: ",-teal:le, and" . 

BY SPEAR of Lee 

\ , 



H-5572 
1 

SBNATE FILE 2231 

A,"lIend Senate File 2231, as follows; 
2 
3 
4 
5 

1. Title page, by striking lines 1 through 3 
and ins,,-'.Y"ting in lien thereof the following; "An Act 
relatins to the operation of certain motor vehicles 
on the public highways." 

H-5572 FILeD ~~RCR 25, 1982 
ADOPTED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT((ICI'f) BY SPEAR of !'ee 
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SIXTY·NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

1982 REGULAR SESSION 

• - . 
DAILY 

SENATE CLIP SHEET 
SEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 1982 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 2231 

S-5405 

1 Amend Senate File 2231, as follows: 
2 1. P"ge 1, line 5, by striking the word ", teams," 
3 and inse!'ting in lieu thereof the following: "7-~ealftS7 
4 and". 
5 --2. Page 1, line 11, by inserting after the word 
6 "owned" the word "~". 
7 3. Page 1, by inserting after line 15 the 
8 follOl"ing: 
9 """,c. Section 321. 377, Code 1981, is amended 

10 to read as follows: 
11 321.377 SPEBU OF SCHOOL BUS. No motor vehicle 
12 ~n use as a school bus shall be operated at a speed 
13 in excess of fifty-five miles per hour on any fully 
14 controlled-access, divided, multilaned high\Vay~;, 
15 interstate highways or on any four-lane pcima1: 
16 highWay. When not in operation on an interst~te 
~ highway system or on any four-laned primary highway, 
~ the maximum speed for a school bus shall be fifty 
19 miles per hour wheft-tlsea-£er-pHfpeseB-e£-aft-edHea~ieftar 
20 ~rip-er-fer-~raftBper~ift~-p~pir,-~e-aft~-£felft-afty 
21 ex~reeHrrie\ll:er-ae~ivi~Y7-and- '.~r~y-i le-m:i:3:es-pelO 
22 ftf> 'ctt'- a e-a l: l:-e~her-t: imes. - -Arty-v i:era ~ i'). .,-e£ -Hlis 
2:: B e~:" :i:en 7-toy-a -dri",er7-sl'tn F~-f>e-deeli\ed-SH fH:e:i:eft~-eaH se 
24 fer-eanee :'. ~1'\~-his-een~rae~.--P6r-t:he-ptlrpese-e£-~fI:i:B 
25 .s eet::i:e!'l7-~ '!t:erst:at:e-fiigftw",,,,s-l!Ieans-Hlese-highwaYB 
26 :i:l'\el:\lded-:i:!'I-~he-l'\at::i:eftal:-~1Bt:el!l-e£-:i:n~erBt:a~e-fl:i:9hway5 
27 cle5:i:~~a~ecl-hy-t:he-reeeral:-~~gflway-adlilift:i:~t:~a~~el'\-and 
28 'i:hi,~-st:at:e." 
29 4. Page 1, line 20, by striking the word "operated" 
30 and insertcing in lieu thereof the word "owned". 
31 5. Title page, by striking lines 1 through 3 and 
32 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "An Act 
33 relating to the operation of certain motor vehicles 
34 on the public highways." 

S-5405 FILED 
MARCH 30, 1982 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 
J~ --<O~ 4-/;;.(tf 113~.J 



SENATE F1LE 2231 

AN ACT 
RELATING TO THE OPERATION OF CERTA[N MOTOR VEHICLES Oll THE 

PUBLIC IIIGHWA,{S. 

BE 11' ENACTBD BY TIlE GENERAL ASSEt-lBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 321.233, unnumbered paragr~ph 1, Code 

1981, is amended to read as f0110IJs: 

'i)te-,~eYidln\8-e{-U\!:e This chapter, except ~e-l'l'ev.8!:eI'\8 

eE section 321.277 and sections 321.280 to 321.282 ahell does 

not apply to personsT-~a~8T ~nd ~otor vehicles and other 

equipll',ent. while actually engagl!d in work upon t.he surface 

of a highway officially closed to traffic but ehdl does apply 

to such perGono and vehicles when traveling to or frotr'l such 

work. 'ihe-l'uvh.el'le-ef-t.ftie-eAa,"e~-8k8H Sections 321.297 

and 321.298 do not apply to l'oad workers operating maint.enance 

equipment e'8I;fttea-~y olo'Jlcd by or under lease t:.o any state 

Senate File 2231, P. 2 

or local authority while enga"1ed in road maintenance, road 

blading, snow and ice contl'ol and .f.~y~J .. L_':.If.td g.nnular 

resurfacing work.,-il'l"'*"ltI!l.luj'-'e-el'-{"'$.-lIntElh-we~k on a high .... ay, 
whether or. not .. ;}\~_.l!.!.9'hway is closed to tl·affic. 

Sec. 2. Section 321.377, Code 1961, is amended to read 

as follows; 

321.377 SPERD OF SCHOOL BUS. No motor vehicle in use 

as a school bus shall be operated at ~ speed in excess of 

fifty-five miles pel' hour on any fully controlled-access, 

divided, multilaned highways, interstate highways or on any 

four-lane primary highway. When not in operation on an 

intel'state high .... ay system or on any !oul'-laned primary highway, 

the maximum speed for a school bus shall be fifty oiles per 

hour Wke~-Y8e4-{8~-pY"8.e8-ef-al'l-e4.e8t.el'lal-t.ip-ew-fe. 

tr4I'1epe~.i~!-,Y,.te-~e-aRd-ireM-afty-e"~~8e.~.te~laE-ae~~V'~YT 

al'll!l-f8~~y-iive-M.le&-pe.-fte~.-at-ell-e~e*-t~MeaT--AAY 

¥!:ela~tel'l-e{-tR'8-eee~ieRy-hy-a-d •• ve*,-8hell-he-deeMed 

~~ffieieftt-ea~.e-fe~-8al'leel~R,-R!:s-eel'ltreetT--Fe.-~he-p •• peee 

e{-~.e-e8etteR.,-~fttere~e~e-ft •• Rwey8-MeaR8-tfte8e-h!:!hwaye 

iRet~~ed-.ft-~e-M8'ieRal-eyete.-eE-~ftte.e~.~e-hi!hwaye 

.e8~.Ra~d~hy-tfte-{ede~a*-hi~hwRy-adM~M~etwat~8ft-aft4-~R~e 

etate. 

Sec. 3. Section 321.453, Code 1981. is amended to t'cad 

as follows: 

321.453 EXCEPTIONS. Thl! provisions of this chapter 

governing size, weight, and load ~fte*' do not apply to fire 

apparatus, to road m~.~'!~l}.!..nce eq!J.)pment owned by or under 

lease to any state or local authority, or to implements of 

husbandry tem.porari1y moved upon a hi.gh .... ay, or to implements 

moved betwecn the reteli 1 seller and falom purchaser wi thin 

a fifty-mile r"dius hou) corpol·at.e 1 imit!) .... herein kh the 

retail seller's place of business is located, or implements 

received and moved by a retail seller of implemenls of 

husbandry in exchange for an implement pUl'chased, except on 

~ 

g 



senate File 2231, P. 3 

any part of the interstate highway system, or to a vehicle 

operating under the terms of a special permit issued as 

provided in chapter 321E. 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

DELWYN STROMER 

Speaker of t.he Hous.e 

I hereby certify t_hat this bill originiited in the Senate and 

lS known as Senate File 2231, Sixty-ninth General Assembly. 

!<. l·U\R 1 E THA 'fER 

Secretary of the Senate 

Approved 1982 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 
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