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A BILL FOR 
Act relating to vehicle registration by allowing the 

issuance of special mobile equipment plates for a period 

of three years and abolishing the use of gross weight 

emblems and providing a December 1, 1983 effective date. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSE~BLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

CPO-1ei19112/72 



S.F. 

1 Sectlon 1. Sectlon 321.21, subsections 3 and 4, Code 1981, 

2 are amended to read as follows: 
3 3. The department shall also issue special mobile equipment 

4 plates as applled for, which shall have displayed ~fie~eeR 

5 the general distinguishing number assigned to the applicant. 

6 Each plate or pair of plates se issued shall have displayed 

7 efieFesR on the face of the plate the words: special Mobile 

8 Equipment. The fee for each plate or pair of special plates 

9 sBa±±-Be-f~ve is fifteen dollars. 
10 4. Every special mobile equipment plate issued fieFeHRae~ 

11 shall expire at midnight on the thirty-first day of December 
12 of eaefi the third year following issuance, and a new plate 

13 or plates for the ensuing three year period may be obtained 

14 by the person to whom any SHes expired plate er-~±a~es was 

15 issued upon application to the department and payment of the 

16 fee required by law. 

17 Sec. 2. Section 321.34, subsection 2, Code 1981, is amended 

18 by striking the subsection. 

19 Sec. 3. section 321.166, subsections 1 and 4, Code 1981, 

20 are amended to read as follows: 

21 1. Registration plates shall be of metal and of a size 

22 not to exceed six inches by twelve inches, except that the 

23 size of plates issued for use on motorized bicycles aRB~ 

24 motorcycles, and special mobile equipment shall be established 

25 by the department. 

26 4. The registration plate number, except on motorized 

27 bicycle aRB.!.. motorcycle, and special mobile eguipment 

28 registration plates, shall be of sufficient size to be readable 

29 from a distance of one hundred feet during daylight. 

30 Sec. 4. This Act takes effect December 1, 1983. 

31 EXPLANATION 
32 The bill provides for three-year registration plates for 

33 special mobile equipment and removes the requirement for use 

34 of gross weight tonnage stickers. The bill takes effect 

35 December 1, 1983. 
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REi-AT ~ N(; TO VSH I C'i.E Rt::G 1 STkATl OU 3Y Al.LO .... ·ING 'lHF I ~$UhNCE 

Oi' $P~ClAL :-lOBIL:-: S9'JIPHF:~lT PLATt:~: FOR i\ PER1C:> GF 'fHR:ir: 

YEARS AND A!30r.!SHlNG THfo: i,..SI:: CF GROSS \~EIGliT Ec-~l:)L£r'iS ;"''11) 

PRGV II) I ;1(; ,\ DEc~:r-iBlR !. 1981 ::::FfF.C T ~ VE OAT!:::. 

BE IT E~ACI::I) BY THE GENF.RAt. A:::;SEMBI:i :)F 11ft: 57:\1'!-: Of IO' .... 'J\: 

s(~c':iotl ~ ~;t·;ction .11.1.2l, ~;u:j3ectie)Ht; 3 '\He. 4, (;(llle 19H1, 

at'e amt:ndcd to [(:,Hi .:.!: io) !o""s; 

3. The d'.!par':.mcct shall ;1~:';O issue ::;pe::i;!l mchile E:q'll~ment. 

p1dt.e::; ar, appl.:.ed fen, '.Ihich !-Ohtlj,l have di.r,plilye~ "h~t'~.,,, 

tl'.e Ql!:W1"ill dist-i:i<jUlShin-J numher e.sslqne(!. t(, the <1.pp1io.::ant". 

Each pl'l.:".e 01" pai~' oj" pi.at.~s tH~ l!:Sll(~d ~h'l.ll h<l\,(' dl!:,pl"yed 

tk~t't'!fI~ on t}~·.~~1i: ~.f---.!.:!!.~ pt:l_t.:i:. the \-Iot:.is: ~p(~o.::i<1.) nobi.1t: 

EqulptCent" ':'he fee for ~dc:1t plc.te 01' pd.l: ci qH:cial pi~)tes 

~k~H-h~-h ... ~ .!E. ~~J.teetl do~! ;>I·S. 

o!. f.vC!:j' !:peclal t<)obll<.- equ~pr:lcnt ~lhte i.5$ued kt!t'e\u~Ij@t' 

Ghal: e:xplte dt midnl<Jht Of". the t.hir·tY-(lrst. day o( Dec'. .. mber 

;.}( t'!ltf!h ~}}e t"h~rd year' !?l}.~~G.s.~liulC_e ... nd ) n'.! .... pLlt.e 

OJ" plates J"01 the etl!.>,J,inq ~r~e- Y(!ilJ pe.riod may be ot.t-Cline:} 

by t.he I)(.'t'::;O:l t.o ',;hom <H)'j !l1Itf!h .:x.plred pla:t(· 8~-~l-It~e!l 'N,l~; 

I.s!;ued upon app1icatlon t.o the departlt·enl. ;iIl':' pe.y:~eHt. of the 

tee required by 1<1''; 

SC::.2. :;ec-t)on 321.3<;. ;';-,lbsect~on 2. l:Odl: 1981. is ttmended 

hy s'~ri\nng the subsE'c' .. J.(;n. 

Sec. 3 Secl.lOn 32~.l66. ~wh'3ections 1 tlnd 4. Cod.~ 1981, 

i:!.;'~ ,lrr.t.)lIde<! to re,'..d as t;.)~lo·"'s: 

RCQistratlol"'. plates st!<il1 De 0:' metal a:,d o( a Si7.f: 

~l;,)t ~.() '-!xc-eed SlX i)~cL(~!'. by t·N"el-.J(: Inch~'s, except t.h;.I·_ ':.hc 

,;tze of pl::,t,~!'. i~;~,Jed fOI u~~ on moto:·i1.ed :::Olcj'cl~s 8»>.4. 

!TIotorcy.::l(~~L-~!~.J._$?ec~_<ll ,:",obi le !:q~lp'ner1.t. :::;h,)11 (W l:St.:.t.1 );';:Ied 

by ew Jep,L" tflle:1 t . 

• • 
Sellat~ Fllc 1183, I' 2 

Tb:: ~'~qi~tration pl<lte nu:nb~t, t~Xccp:. 00 tr·oi:.oriz-..:u 

::icycle fUH( •. 'T1()!,c.rcyc:lc, ."n~ :'E!S:1?1 rv?~~.1e ~::l:.!...1P'~~!!.!-. 

l'e<Jl$tt'''t.~()r: pl.:.te!), :,h,11~ b\~ of iwffici(:nt t~ize Lo b(: fp.<1.dd.>le

from <l dir,t.ance of ont! hundn:d fe(:l 0\11'109 dayll<jht. 

Sec 4. 'j'his Act t;,:';'t~~ efft~::t Go:>c(>TI\b(:t 1. ~9fl:' 

TERRY t:. 3I\jI..N5T.:..J> 

l'n;:;i<!(~I~t of Ule Senat.(': 
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$ .. ea,;.(:t of tho:! EOll':H: 

1 I'.li:reb,! cel·tl(Y t.hat this ::.111 i)~'i~pad::'~:d "it) ·.:.he ~,('n<1.te ,1HU 
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