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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to procedures to be followed by drainage 

2 districts in which are located ditches, drains, or natural 

3 watercourses constituting common outlets, when certain 

4 work is necessary upon such common outlets. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. f .d.. 09 () Ii. f. 

1 Sectlon 1. section 455.142, Code 1981, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 
3 455.142 IMPROVEMENT OF COMMON OUTLET--NOTICE OF HEARING. 

4 When two or more ,: ainage districts outlet into the same 
5 ditch, drain, or natural watercourse and the board determines 

6 that it is necessary to clean out, deepen, enlarge, extend, 
7 repair, or straighten sa~Q the ditch, drain, or natural 
8 wntercourse in order to expeditiously carry off the combined 
9 waters of SHea the districts, the board may proceed as provided 

10 in section 455.135. After sa~a the board has decided that 
11 SH€~ the work should be done, it shall fix a date for hearing 

12 on its decision, and it shall give two weeks' notice thereof 

13 by certified mail to the auditor of the county WaeEe~ft where 

14 the land to be assessed for SHea the work is located, and 

15 sa~a the county auditor shall ~eEeH~eR immediately notify 

16 by certified mail the board or boards of trustees of the 
17 districts having supervision thereof, as to ea~a the hearing 
18 on 68~a the contemplated work. fH-~ft8Se-~Re~aHeeS-Wfte%e-~we 

19 eF-mefe-ais~F~e~e-inve~vea-are-HRae~-~He-sH~erv~s~eR-8f-~e 

20 same-seaFa7-e~-;eiR~-Bea~a-~f-~Re-a~s~~~e~-±e-~SEer€e~R~Y7 

21 ~~e-Re~~ee-Sfla~~-ae-~~yen-te-a±i-~aRaewRe~s-affee~ea-a8 

22 ~re8e~~aea-€e~-~R-see~~eRe-466~~e-~a-466~~4~ Each district 
23 shall be assessed for the cost of Bask the work in propor~ion 

24 to the benefits derived. gemmeR-e~E±e~-fs~-E~e-~H~es2-ef 

25 ~~s-8ee~iaR-8aa~~-ffleaa-aR-eHE±e~-w~e~e-Ew6-aa;a€eHE-ai8t~~e~s 
26 kave-aR-e~~±e~-ee~eR-~e-3a~-ef-6aia-ai9~r~e~3-aRa-WR~€k 

27.e~s~~~eEs-a=e-a±ge-eeRt~~eHs~-ese-~e-~ae-eEfie=~ 

28 Sec. 2. Section 455.157, Code 1981, is amended to read 
29 as follows: 

30 455.157 OUTLET IN ANOTHER STATE. When a district is, 

31 or has been established in this state and no practicable 
32 o~tlet therefor can be obtained except through lands in an 

33 adjoining state, the sears-ef supervisors of t.he county where 

34 9ai:Ei the dist:::ict is situated sll.a~,l, may, as drainage 
35 commIssioners, aave-;seWel';-Ee purcl-.ase a right of way and £& 

-1-



s . F . -lot? t5 E. F . , 

1 construct a ditch for s~ek the outlet in an adjoining state 
2 or ~e contribute to the construction of s~eR a ditch7 in an 
3 adjoining state and ~e pay for ~e-same it out of the funds 

4 of s~eR the district. PfeY~aea7-fteWeVef7-~a~-He-aza~fta~e 

5 a~s~f~e~-ef-a~e~E~e~e-9Ra~~-Be-eftaE§ea-eE-aaaeaaea-aHY-sf 

6 ~e-ees~-feE-laHa-ef-weEH-aefte-~ft~e88-pEev~e~8ly-agEeea-~e 

7 By-~e-aeaEa-ef-9~pefV~8eE8-eE-~~a~ee8-ef-a±±-ef-~e-aEa~Ra~e 

8 aia~f~e~B-wft~eft-w~1±-Be-a88e8Bea~ 

9 EXPLANATION 
10 This bill makes 
11 presently required 

changes in the legal procedure which is 
by the Code, before a drainage district 

12 which is a common outlet can proceed with repair work. In 
13 some cases the need for this work is fairly urgent, to prevent 

14 flooding of land the district is supposed to protect, and 
15 it has been found that the existing procedures can result 
16 in undue delay. 

17 section 1 of the bill adds the term 
18 of work referred to in section 455.142 

"repair" to the kinds 
of the Code, which 

19 governs work to be performed in common outlet districts. 
20 since the county auditor of each affected county must be given 
21 notice and must in turn pass this notice on to the board 
22 responsible for any affected drainage district. the requirement 

23 presently found in section 455.142 that notices also be sent 
24 individually to each affected landowner is removed by section 
25 1 of the bill. Also deleted is a sentence, added in 1965, 

26 which in effect prevents common outlet districts from passing 
27 any of their costs along to noncontiguous upstream districts 
28 where some of the water which the common outlets must handle 

29 originates. 
30 section 2 removes from Code section 455.157 language which 
31 gives upstream districts' boards a veto over assessment of 
32 land in the upstream districts for any of the cost of work 
33 which must be done in the common outlet district. In such 
34 circumstances, the common outlet must either pay the entire 
35 cost itself or allow continuing deterioration of the district's 
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s.F.rJOq 0 H.F. 
I 

1 i:nprovemel'.ts. 

2 The bill takes effect July 1 following enactlnent. 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24-

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

LSB 3549S 69 
-3- dsb/sc/14 


