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An Act relating to ~obile homes by providing that the semi

annual mobile home tax is due and payable and deli~quent 

at the same time as real property taxes, that mobile 

homes may be sold for deli~quent taxes in the sawe manner 

as real property, that title shall not be transferred if 

taxes are o,-1i:1g, t.hat mobile homes are not sub::ect to 

annual registration, and that before mobile homes can 

be transported a tax clearance that taxes are ~ot owing 

must be obtained, requiri~g that present owners who are 

not titled in the county where their mobile homes are 

located ~ust notify the county treasurer and providing 

a January 1 effective date. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSE~~LY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

'.23 

2.4 

25 

CPO-l!j19112:'12 



S.F. 3J. ::; H.F. -

1 section 1. Section 135D.22, subsection 7, Code 1981, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 7. On or before Fe~~~a~y April 1 of each year, each mobile 

4 home owner eligible for a reduced tax rate shall file a claim 

5 for SHeR this tax rate with the county treasurer. The forms 

6 for filing the claim shall be provided by the department of 

7 revenue. The forms shall require SHefl information as ~s 

8 determined by the director of revenue. The reduced tax rate 

9 Sfla±±-~e is applicable to both semiannual tax payments due 

10 in the calendar year in which the claim is filed. If an 

11 eligible mobile home owner fails to file a claim by FeB~~afY 

12 April 1, 88 the reduced tax rate shall not be granted for 

13 the semiannual tax payment due by FeB~HafY April 1, of that 

14 year. Claims filed with the county treasurer after FeBF~aFY 

15 April 1, but before AH~9~ October 1, sRa±±-~e are applicable 

16 to the semiannual tax 

17 On or before HaFeR 

payment due by A~~H9~ October 1, 

April 157-±9~~7-aRa of each year 

only. 

18 ~ReFeaf~eF, the county treasurer ef-eaeR-ee~8~y shall prepare 

19 a statement listing for each taxing district in the county 

20 the total amount of taxes which will not be collected for 

21 the calendar year ±9~~7-a8a-eaeR-yeaF-tfleFeafteF7 by reason 

22 of the reduced tax rate granted under subsection 2. The 

23 county treasurer shall certify and forward 9HeR the statement 

24 to the director of revenue not later than MaFefi April 15 of 

25 each year. 

26 The director of revenue shall certify to the state 

27 comptroller the amount due to each county, which amount shall 

28 be the dollar amount which will not be collected due to the 

29 granting of the reduced tax rate under tfl~9 subsection 2. 

30 The amounts due each county shall be paid in two equal 

31 payments by the state comptroller on A~Fi± May 15 and ge~eaeF 

32 November 15 of each year, drawn upon warrants payable to the 

33 respective county treasurers. The county treasurer in each 

34 county shall apportion 9Hefi the payment in accordance with 

35 section 135D.25. 
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1 There lS appropriated annually from the general fund of 

2 the state to the department of revenue an amount sufficient 

3 to carry out ~e-~fev~s~eRs-e£ this see~~eR subsection. 

4 Sec. 2. Section 135D.24, Code 1981, is amended to read 

5 as follows: 

6 135D.24 COLLECTION OF TAX. The semiannual tax ~feviaea 

7 Hefe~H-sRa±±-Be is due and payable to the county treasurer 

8 semiannually on or before JdHHdfY March land JH±Y September 

9 1 in each year; and sRd±±-ee is delinquent FeafHdfY Aoril 

10 1 and AH~HS~ October 1 in each year, after which a penalty 

11 of one percent shall be added each month until paid except 

12 that the limitation in section 445.20 applies. The semiannual 

13 payment of taxes dHa-±~eeRse may be paid at one time if so 

14 desired. A mobile home parked and put to use at any time 

15 after JdRHdfY March 1 or JH±Y September 1 sRd±±-ae ~ffiffiea~a~e±y 

16 is subject to the sd~a taxes prorated for the remaini~g months 

17 ef-aays of the tax period. 6d~a-~aM-SRa±±-ae-eHe-aRa-~aydB±e 

18 ~ffiffiea~d~e±Y7-dRa-ae±~R~~eR~-~~f~y-ady9-df~ef-8d~a-~afk~R~ 

19 aRa-sHBjee~-~e-~fie-same-~eRd±~~e8-ftefe~R-se~-eH~~ Not more 

20 than thirty days nor less than ten days prior to ~~e date 

21 that the tax becomes delinquent, the county treasurer shall 

22 cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation 

23 in the county, a notice to mobile home owners. The 

24 Re~~f~eat~eR notice shall include the date the tax becomes 

25 delinquent, and the penalty which w~±±-a~~±y applies when 

26 it is delinquent. 

27 Mobile home owners uoon issuance of a certificate of title 

28 or upon transporting to a new site shall fe~~8~ef file the 

29 address, township, and school district, of the location where 

30 the mobile home is parked with the county treasurer's office. 

31 Failure to comply SRd±±-ae is punishable as set out in section 

32 135D.18. 

Each mobile home park licensee ~s-RefeaY-fe~~fea-~e shall 

keep an accurate and complete record of the number of units 

of mobile ~omes harbored in R~9 the park, listing the owner's 
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1 name, year and make pf the unit aHe-wHe~HeF-~ReFe-i9-a-e~FF€H~ 

2 ~e~~9~FatieH-~la~e, and ~e report sHeR this information on 

3 or before the tenth day of JaH~al'Y March and JHiy September 

4 with supplemental monthly reports listing arrivals, and 

5 departures,-aR6-HHi~eeBgee of motile homes to the county 

6 treasurer. The records of s~eR the licensee shall be open 

7 to inspection by a duly authorized represen~ative of any law 

8 enforcement agency. 

9 shall report to the 

Any property owner, manager or tenant 

a9gesgeF-aHy-aHa-ai~ county treasurer 

10 mobile homes parked upon any property ohned, managed, or 

11 rented by R~ffl that person. 

12 ~Re-eeHfi~y-tFea9H£eF-9Rail-£e~eF~-~fie-Haffie-e£-aHy-ewHeF 

13 e£-a-ffiea~le-Reffie-afia-tRe-yea=,-ffiake7-aRa-geFiai-RHffiBeF-e£ 

14 eaeR-~H~~-eR-wR~eH-~eFe-~9-Re-eH~FeH~-Fe~~9~Fa~~eH-~la~e 

15 ~e-tRe-eeHR~Y-9~eFif£7-wRe-9Ral±-ae-~He-eRfeFeemeR~-a~eRey 

16 feF-eR€eFeeffleR~-e£-~Re-~aH-~Fev~9±eR9-~ffi~egea-eY-tft~9-eRa~~eF~ 

17 The tax aHa-Fe§~StFa~~eR-~ee-9p.a~:-ae 1S a lien on the 

18 vehicle senior to any other lien tfieFe-ma7-se ~pon it. The 

19 mobile home aRa-a~~effieBi±e bearing ~ current registration 

20 ~±a~e9 issued by any other state ~aH-~Re-state-ef-~ewa and 

21 remaining within this state for an accumulated period not 

22 to exceed ninety days in any twelve-nonth period 9Ha±± 1S 

23 not sesubject to Iowa t~x. However, when one or m0re persons 

24 occupying a mobile home bearing a foreign registration are 

25 employed 1n this state, there 9fta±±-ge is no exemption from 

26 the Iowa re~~Slofa~~eR-al'le tax Re",e~R-!lFev"'4ea. This tax BRa,!,,!, 

27 l:>e is In lieu of all other taxes geLeLoa:;' or 10Cdl on 3. mobile 

28 heme. 

29 A modular home as defined by this cncpter BRa:'!' is not 

30 Be subject to or assessed the semia~~ual tax pursuant to this 

31 section, but shall be assessed and taxed as real estate 

32 pursuant to chapter 427. 

33 Before a mobile home may be moved from its present site, 

34 the company or person transporting the mobile home must obtain 

35 a tax clearance from the county treasurer of the county where 
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1 the present site is located certifying that taxes are not 

2 owing under this section for previous years and that the taxes 

3 have been paid for the current tax period. The tax clearance 

4 form shall be provided by the county treasurer and shall be 

5 made out in triplicate. One copv is to be provided to the 

6 company or person transporting the mobile horne, one coPy is 

7 to be forwarded to the county treasurer of the county where 

8 the mobile home lS to be relocated, and one coPy is to be 

9 retained by the county treasurer issuinq the tax clearance 

10 form. 

11 Sec. 3. Section 13SD.2S, Code 1981, lS amended by adding 

12 the following new unnumbered 

13 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. 

paragraph: 

Chapters 446, 447, and 448 apply 

14 to the sale of a mobile horne for the collection of delinquent 

15 taxes and penalties, the redemption of a mobile horne sold 

16 for the collection of d~linquent taxes and penalties, and 

17 the execution of a tax sale certificate of title for the 

18 purchase of a mobile horne sold for the collection of delinquent 

19 taxes and penalties in the same manner as though a mobile 

20 horne were real property within the meaninQ of these chapters 

21 to the extent consistent with this chapter. 

22 Sec. 4. Section 321.24, Code 1981, is amended to read 

23 as follows: 

24 321.24 ISSUANCE OF REGISTRATION AND CERTIFICATE OF TITLE. 

25 Upon receipt of the application for title and payment of the 

26 required fees for motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer, 

27 the county treasurer shall, when satisfied as to the 

28 application's genuineness and regularity tRe~eef, and, in 

29 the case of a mobile horne, that taxes are not owing under 

30 chapter 13SD, issue a registration receipt and certificate 

31 of title and shall file the application, the manufacturer's 

32 or importer's certificate, certificate of title, or other 

33 evidence of ownership, as prescribed by the department. The 

34 registration receipt shall be delivered to the owner and shall 

~3S contain upon tHe its face tRe~ee£ the date issued, the name 
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1 and address of the owner, the registration number assigned 

2 to the vehicle, the title number assigned to the owner of 

3 the vehicle, the amount of the fee paid, the amount of tax 

4 

5 

6 

7 

paid pursuant 

Q description 

and upon the 

the vehicle. 

to section 423.7, type of fuel used and sHee 

of the vehicle as determined by the department 

reverse side a form for notice of transfer of 

The county treasurer shall maintain in the 

8 county record system information contained on the registration 

9 receipt. SHefi The information shall be accessible by 

10 registration number and shall be open for public inspection 

11 during reasonable business hours. SHeft-ee~~e9-as Copies the 

12 department ffiaY-fe~H~fe requires shall be sent to the department 

13 in the manner and at SHeR the time as the depar~~ent May 

14 a~fee~ directs. The certificate of title shall contain upon 

15 ~fte its face ~Refee£ the identical information required upon 

16 the face of the registration receipt. In addition ~Refete, 

17 the certificate of title shall contain a statement of the 

18 owner's title, the amount of tax paid pursuant to section 

19 423.7, the name and address of the previous owner, a statement, 

20 in the case of a mobile home, that taxes are not owing under 

21 chapter 135D and a statement of all security interests and 

22 encumbrances as shown in the application, upon the vehicle 

23 ~heEe~R described including the nature of the security 

24 interest, date of notation and name and address of the secured 

25 party. Sa'i,a The certificate shall bear tRe'!!:eeR the seal of 

26 the county treasurer, the signature of the county treasurer 

27 or that of the deputy county treasurer, and shall provide 

28 space for the signature of the owner. The owner shall sign 

29 the certificate of title in the space provided with pen and 

30 ink upon its receipt ef-ee'!!:~~f~eate-ef-t~~ie. The certificate 

31 of title shall contain upon the reverse side a form for 

32 assignment of title or interest and warranty ~ReFeef by the 

33 owner, for reassignments by a licensed dealer and for 

34 application for a new certificate of title by the transferee 

35 as provided in this chapter. All certificates of title shall 
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be typewritten or printed by other mechanical means. The 

original certificate of title shall be delivered to the owner 

~R-~He-eveR~ if no security interest or encumbrance appears 

thereon. Otherwise the certificate of title shall be delivered 

by the county treasurer to the person holding the first 

security interest or encumbrance as shown in the certificate. 

The county treasurer shall maintain in the county records 

system information contained on the certificate of title. 

6~eH The information shall be accessible by title certificate 

number for a period of three years from the date of 

notification of cancellation of title or that a new title 

12 has been issued as provided in this chapter. 6HeH-ee~~es 

13 as Copies the department ffiaY-fe~~~fe requires shall be sent 

14 to the department in the manner and at sHeH the time as the 

15 department 9Ha~±-e~fee~ directs. The department shall 

16 designate a uniform system of title numbers S6-as to indicate 

17 the co~~ty of issuance. 

18 If the county treasurer or deparL~ent is not satisfied 

19 as to the ownership of the vehicle, L~at taxes are not owing 

20 under chapter 135D, or that there are no undisclosed security 

21 interests in it, the county treasurer or department may 

22 register the vehicle but shall as a condition of issuing a 

23 certificate of title and registration receipt, require the 

24 applicant to file with the department a bond in the form 

25 prescribed by the department and executed by the applicant, 

26 and either accompanied by the deposit of cash with the 

27 department or also executed by a person authorized to conduct 

28 a surety business in this state. The bond shall be in an 

29 amount equal to one and one-half times the current value of 

30 the vehicle as determined by the department and conditioned 

31 to indemnify any prior owner and secured party and any 

32 subsequent purchaser 

33 security interest ~n 

of the vehicle or person 

it, and their respective 

acquiring any 

successors ~n 

34 interest, against any expense, loss or damage, including 

'~35 reasonable attorney's fees, by reason of the issuance of the 
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1 certificate of title of the vehicle or on account of any 

2 defect in or undisclosed security interest upon the right, 

3 title and interest of the applicant in and to the vehicle. 

4 Any such interested person has a right of action to recover 

5 on the bond for any breach of its conditions. bu~ the aggrega:."C 

6 liability of the surety to all persons shall not exceed ~~e 

7 amount of the bond. In the case of a mobile home, the bond 

8 is conditioned to indemnify taxing bodies of the state for 

9 the taxes, penalties, and interest not paid under chapter 

10 135D. The bond, and any deposit accompanyir,g it-., shall be 

11 returned at the end of three years or prior thereto if the 

12 vehicle is no longer registered in this state and the currently 

13 valid certificate of title is surrendered to the department, 

14 unless the department has been notified of the pendency of 

15 an action to recover on the bond. 

16 Sec. 5. Section 321.30, Code 1981, is amended by adding 

17 the following new subsection: 

18 NEW S~BSECTION. In the case of a mobile home, that taxes 

19 are owing under chapter 135D for a previous year. 

2C Sec. 6. section 321.39, Code 1981, is amended to read 

21 as follows: 

22 321. 39 EXPIRATION OF REGISTRA':ION. Every vehicle 

23 registration under this chapter and every registration card 

24 and registration plate issued fte~e1:!~eef unGer this chapter 

25 except multiyear registration plates issued for trailers or 

26 semitrailers registered for a period of three years shall 

27 explre at midnight on ~e ~hlrty-first day of Dece~~er of 

28 each year. ~Be-efev~~~~R9-ef-~hi9 This section 9Ra±± does . -- --
29 not apply to any vehicle which is registered without the 

30 payment of fees as provided in section 321.19 or registered 

31 as a mobile home, but the registration ~~a~e-eF plates issued 

32 for 9HeR the vehicle ~Ra~~ or mobile home remain valid until 

33 suspended or revoked or canceled by the department. 

34 Sec. 7. Section 321.45, subsection 2, unnumbered paragraph 

35 1, and subsections 3, and 4, Code 1981, are amended to read 
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1 as follows: 

2 Ne ~ person shall not acquire any right, title, claim or 

3 interest in or to any vehicle subject to registration under 

4 this chapter from the owner ~ReFee£ except by virtue of a 

5 certificate of title issued or assigned to R~M the person 

6 for s~eR that vehicle and in the case of a mobile home, only 

7 if taxes are not owing under chapter 135D, or by virtue of 

8 a manufacturer's or importer's certificate delivered to R~M 

9 the person for s~eR the vehicle; nor shall any waiver or 

10 estoppel operate in favor of any person claiming title to 

11 or interest in any vehicle against a person having possession 

12 of the certificate of title or manufacturer's or importer's 

13 certificate for s~eH the vehicle for a valuable consideration 

14 except in case of: 

15 3. Upon the transfer of any registered vehicle, the owner, 

16 except as otherwise provided in this chapter, shall endorse 

17 an assignment and warranty of title upon the certificate of 

18 title for 9~efi ~~e vehicle with a statement of all liens and 

19 encumbrances thereon, and in the case of a mobile home, a 

20 statement that taxes are not owing under chapter l35D, and 

21 fie 

22 or 

shall deliver 

transferee at 

the 

the 

certificate of title to the purchaser 

time of delivering the vehicle except 

In this chapter. The owner, except 

in this chapter, shall also sign the 

25 reverse side of the registration card issued for s~eR the 

26 vehicle indicating the name and address of the transferee 

27 and the date of the transfer. 

23 as otherwise provided 

24 as otherwise provided 

28 4. Within £~ve 

29 a mobile home, the 

seven days of the sale and delivery of 

dealer making ~~e sale shall certify to 

30 the county treasurer of the county where the unit is ~e-be 

31 ±eea~ea delivered, the name and address of the purchaser, 

32 the point of delivery to the purchaser, and the make, year 

33 of manufacture, taxable size, and identification number of 

34 the unit. 

Sec. 8. Section 321.46, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1981, 
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1 is amended to read as follows: 

2 Upon filing the application for a registration transfer 

3 and a new title, the applicant shall pay a fee of two dollars. 

4 The county treasurer, if satisfied of the genuineness and 

5 regularity of the application, and in the case of a mobile 

6 home, that taxes are not owing under chapter 135D, and that 

7 applicant has complied with all the requirements of this 

8 chapter, shall fe~~fiwi~fi issue a new certificate of title 

9 and registration card to L~e purchaser or transferee and shall 

10 forward the necessary copies to the department on the date 

11 of issuance, as prescribed in section 321.24. 

12 Sec. 9. Section 321.101, subsection 8, Code 1981, ~s 

13 amended to read. as follows: 

14 8. The department is-fieFeey-a~~fieFiBea7-afia-i~ shall ee 

15 i~s-aH~Y7-te cancel a certificate of title that appears to 

16 have been improperly issued or fraudulently obtained or in 

17 the case of a mobile home, if taxes were owing under chaoter 

18 135D at the time the certificate was issued and have not peen 

19 oaid. However, before the certificate to a mobile home where -
20 taxes were owinq can be cancelled, notice and oooortunity 

21 to pay the taxes must be given to the person to whom the 

22 certificate was issued. Upon cancellation of any certificate 

23 of title the department shall notify the county treasurer 

24 who issued tfie-same it, who shall feF~wi~fi enter the 

25 cancellation upon fiis the records. The department shall also 

26 notify the person to whom 9Hefi the certificate of title was 

27 issued, as well as any lienholders appearing thereon, of the 

28 cancellation and shall demand the surrender of 9HeR the 

29 certificate of title, but the cancellation shall not affect 

30 the validity of any lien noted thereon. 

31 Sec. 10. Section 321.104, subsection 6, Code 1981, is 

32 amended to read as follows: 

33 6. For a dealer to sell or transfer a mobile home without 

34 delivering to the purchaser or transferee a certificate of 

35 title, a manufacturer's or importer's certificate properly 

-9-
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_ 21 assigned to the purchaser, or to transfer a mobile home without 

,.., disclosing to the purchaser the owner of the mobile home in 

3 a manner prescribed by the department pursuant to rules or 

4 to fail to certify within seven days to the proper county 

5 treasurer the information required under section 321.45, 

6 subsection 4. 

7 Sec. 11. Section 321.123, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

8 1981, is amended to read as follows: 

9 All trailers except farm trailers and mobile homes, unless 

10 otherwise provided in this section, eRa~~-ae are subject to 

11 a registration fee of four dollars for trailers with a gross 

12 weight of one thousand pounds or less and ten dollars for 

13 other trailers. Trailers for which the empty weight is two 

14 thousand pounds or less BRa±±-ae ~ exempt from the 

15 certificate of title and lien provisions of this chapter. 

16 Fees collected under this section shall not be reduced or 

17 prorated under ~Re-~fe¥~s~eRs-e£ chapter 326. 

18 Sec. 12. 

19 paragraph 1, 

20 Sec. 13. 

21 paragraph 4, 

Section 321.123, subsection 1, unnumbered 

Code 1981, is amended by striking the paragraph. 

Section 321.123, subsection 1, unnumbered 

Code 1981, is amended to read as follows: 

22 If a ffiea~±e-fteffie-ef travel trailer eRa~~-Ra¥e has been 

23 registered under ~Re-~fe¥~e~eRe-e£ this chapter at any time 

24 during a calendar year, sa~a-ffieB~±e-Reffie-ef the travel trailer 

25 eRa±± is not ae subject to a personal property tax for ea~a 

26 that year. 
~. 

27 Sec. 14. Each owner of a mobile home which is not currently 

shall 28 titled in the county where the mobile home is located 

29 notify the county treasurer, within seven days of the notice 

30 given under this section, of the address, township, and school 

31 district where the mobile home is located and its make, taxable 

32 size, and identification number. If the owner does not have 

33 an Iowa certificate of title, the owner shall apply, within 

34 seven days of the notice given under this section, 

certificate of title and register the mobile home. 

-10-
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1 county treasurer shall publish a notice of the requirements 

2 of this section in a newspaper ln the county once each week 

3 for two consecutive weeks. 

4 Sec. 15. This Act takes effect January 1 following its 

5 enactment. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 The bill provides that the payment and delinquency dates 

8 for the mobile home taxes are to be the same as for real 

9 property and that the collection of the taxes by means of 

10 a tax sale is to be in the same manner as 'for real property. 

11 The bill provides that certificate of title to a mobile home 

12 can be transferred only if no taxes on the mobile home is 

13 owing and mobile homes will no longer be subject to annual 

14 registration. The bill also provides that before a mobile 

15 home can be transported to another location a tax clearance 

16 that no taxes are owing mus~ be obtained from the coun~y 

17 treasurer. Present owners who are not currently registered 

18 in ~~e county where their mobile home is located will have 

19 seven days from the time of published notice to notify the 

20 county treasurer of 

21 their mobile home. 

their address and glve a description of 

If the owner does not have an Iowa 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

certificate 

The bill 

of title then the owner must apply for one. 

takes effect January 1 following its enactment. 
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SENATE FILE 323 
S-3628 
1 Amend senate File 323 as follows: 
2 1. Page 4, by inserting after line 21 the following 
3 new section: 
4 "Sec. section 321.18, Code 1981, is amended 
5 by adding the following new subsection: 
6 NEW SUBSECTION. Any mobile home." 
7 2. Page 10, by inserting ~fter line 26 the 
8 following new section: 
9 "Sec. . Chapter 321E, Code 1981, is amended 

10 by adding the following new section: 
11 ~~W SECTION. All mobile homes moved in this state 
12 which are not registered in another state shall only 
13 be moved on the highways with a permit issued under 
14 sections 321E.8 or 321E.9." 
15 3. Page 10, lines 27 and 28, by striking the words 
16 "currently titled in the county" and inserting in 
17 lieu thereof the ~lords "registered in the county on 
18 the effective date of the Act". 
19 4. Renumber sections and correct internal 
20 references as are necessary in accordance with this 
21 amendment. 

$-3628 FILED AND ADOPTED 
MAY 1, 1981 (if ICJ<<t) 

BY RICHARD F. DRAKE 
NORMAN RODGERS 

• 
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REQUESTED BY SENATOR RODGERS 

SENATE CLIP SHEET 

MARCH 30, 1981 

SENATE FILE 323 
FISCAL NOTE 

In compliance with a written request there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for Senate File 323 pursuant to Joint Rule 16. 

Senate File 323 provides that mobile homes be treated like real property in regard 
to the payment of taxes, collection and delinquency dates, and tax sales. The bill 
also provides that a certificate of title for a mobile home can be transferred or 
tha~ a mobile home can be transported only if no taxes are owed on the home. The 
bill eliminates the Current semi-annual registration fee, requires mobile home 
owners not currently registered in the county where their mobile home is located, 
register with seven days of published notice, and requires owners who do not have 
an Iowa certificate of title, make application for one. 

S.F. 323 does not alter the current special property tax rate of lO¢ per square 
foot, nor does it alter the reduced rates for low income elderly or disabled persons. 

S.F. 323 is expected to increase the local property tax revenues received from 
mobile home owners due to better compliance and enforcement of the tax laws. The 

•
.. elimination of the semiannual registration fee of $2.50 is estimated to decrease 

:oad Use Tax Fund revenues by approximately $325,000 annually in FY 1982 and in 
future years. . , 
RECEIVED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE, MARCH 24, 1981 

FILED 
MARCH 26, 1981 

• 

BY GERRY RANKIN, DIRECTOR 
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL BUREAU 
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SE2TATL FILE 323 
BY RODGERS 

(AS AME~mED AND PASSED BY THE SEHATE MAY 1, 1981) 

Passed Senate, Date ______________ __ Passed House, Date ______________ _ 

Vote: Ayes ________ __ Nays _____ _ Vote: Ayes ________ _ Nay s ______ _ 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to mobile homes by providing that the semi
2 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

BE 

annual mobile home tax is due and payable and delinquent 

at the same time as real property taxes, that mobile 

homes may be sold for delinquent taxes in the same manner 

as real property, that title shall not be transferred if 

taxes are owing, that mobile homes are not subject to 

annual registration, and that before mobile homes can 

be transported a tax clearance that taxes are not owing 

must be obtained, requiring that present owners who are 

not titled in the county where their mobile homes are 

located must notify the county treasurer and providing 

a January 1 effective date. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

= New Language 
by the Senate 
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1 section 1. section 135D.22, subsection 7, Code 1981, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 7. On or before Feer~afY April 1 of each year, each mobile 

4 home owner eligible for a reduced tax rate shall file a claim 

5 for B~eB this tax rate with the county treasurer. The forms 

6 for filing the claim shall be provided by the department of 

7 revenue. The forms shall require 8~eB information as ~B 

8 determined by the director of revenue. The reduced tax rate 

9 sfia±±-ee is applicable to both semiannual tax payments due 

10 in the calendar year in which the claim is filed. If an 

11 eligible mobile home owner fails to file a claim by FeB=~arY 

12 April 1, He the reduced tax rate shall not be granted for 

13 the semiannual tax payment due by FeBr~arY April I, of that 

14 year. Claims filed with the county treasurer after FeBr~ary 

15 April 1, but before A~~~s~ October 1, sRa±±-se are applicable 

16 to the semiannual tax payment due by A~~~s~ October 1, only. 

17 On or before Marefi April 157-±9~~7-aHa of each year 

18 ~ereafter, the county treasurer ef-eaeR-ee~Hty shall prepare 

19 a statement listing for each taxing district in the county 

20 the total amount of taxes which will not be collected for 

21 the calendar year ±g~~7-aHa-eaeR-year-tRefeafter7 by reason 

22 of the reduced tax rate granted under subsection 2. The 

23 county treasurer shall certify and forward s~eB the statement 

24 to the director of revenue not later than MareR April 15 of 

25 each year. 

26 The director of revenue shall certify to the state 

27 comptroller the amount due to each county, which amount shall 

28 be the dollar amount which will not be collected due to the 

29 granting of the reduced tax rate under tfi~B SUbsection 2. 

30 The amounts due each county shall be paid in two equal 

31 payments by the state comptroller on A~r~± May 15 and eet8eer 

32 November 15 of each year, drawn upon warrants payable to the 

33 respective county treasurers. The county treasurer in each 

34 county shall apportion s~eR the payment in accordance with 

35 section 135D.25. 

-1-



S.F. ~~ H.F. 

1 There is appropriated annually from the general fund of 

2 the state to the department of revenue an amount sufficient 

3 to carry out ~~e-~Fev~s~eRs-ef this see~~eR subsection. 

4 Sec. 2. Section 135D.24, Code 1981, is amended to read 

5 as follows: 

6 135D.24 COLLECTION OF TAX. The semiannual tax ~~ev~aea 

7 Refe~R-B~a~~-se is due and payable to the county treasurer 

8 semiannually on or before JaR~aFy March 1 and J~~y September 

9 1 in each year; and sfia±±-se is delinquent FeBr~aFY April 

10 1 and A~~~s~ October 1 in each year, after which a penalty 

11 of one percent shall be added each month until paid except 

12 that the limitation in section 445.20 applies. The semiannual 

13 payment of taxes aRa-±~eeRse may be paid at one time if so 

14 desired. A mobile home parked and put to use at any time 

15 after JaB~a=y March 1 or J~±y September 1 sRa±±-se-~fflffiea~aEe±y 

16 is subject to the Ba~a taxes prorated for the remaining months 

17 sf-aays of the tax period. 6a~a-EaH-sRa~~-se-a~e-aRa-~ayas±e 

18 ~ffiffiea~aEe±Y7-aRa-ae±~R~~eRE-~R~=~y-eays-afEeF-sa~a-~aFff~R~ 

19 aRa-s~s~eeE-Es-ERe-saffie-~eRa±E~es-fieFe~R-seE-e~E~ Not more 

20 than thirty days nor less than ten days prior to the date 

21 that the tax becomes delinquent, the county treasurer shall 

22 cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation 

23 in the county, a notice to mobile home owners. The 

. 24 Re~~f~eaE~eR notice shall include the date the tax becomes 

25 delinquent, and the penalty which w~±±-a~~±y applies when 

26 it is delinquent. 

27 Mobile home owners upon issuance of a certificate of title 

28 or upon transporting to a new site shall re~~sEer file the 

29 address, township, and school district, of the location where 

30 the mobile home is parked with the county treasurer's office. 

31 Failure to comply 8Ra±±-se 1S punishable as set out in section 

32 135D.18. 

33 Each mobile home park licensee ~8-RefeBy-re~~~rea-~s shall 

34 keep an accurate and complete record of the number of units 

35 of mobile homes harbored in R~S the park, listing the owner's 
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~?¥~1 name, year and make of the unit aRe-wRe~Rer-tRere-~9-a-e~rreRt 

2 re~~Btrat~eR-~~ate, and te report B~eR this information on 

3 or before the tenth day of JaR~ary March and J~~y September 

4 with supplemental monthly reports listing arrivals, and 

5 departures7-aRe-~R~~eeRBee of mobile homes to the county 

6 treasurer. The records of B~eR the licensee shall be open 

7 to inspection by a duly authorized representative of any law 

8 enforcement agency. Any property owner, manager or tenant 

9 shall report to the aBBesBer-aRy-aRe-a~~ county treasurer 

10 mobile homes parked upon any property owned, managed, or 

11 rented by R~ffi that person. 

12 ~Re-ee~Rty-treaB~rer-BRa~~-re~ert-tRe-Raffie-ef-aRy-ewRer 

13 ef-a-ffieB~±e-Reffie-aRe-tRe-year,-ffiake,-aRe-Ber~a±-R~mBer-ef 

14 eaeR-~R~t-eR-WR~eR-tRere-~B-Re-e~rreRt-re~~Strat~eR-~±ate 

15 te-tRe-ee~RtY-BRer~ff,-wRe-BRa~~-Be-tRe-eRfefeeffieRt-a~eRey 

16 fer-eRfereeffieRt-ef-tRe-taM-~re¥~s~eRB-~ffi~eBea-By-tR~B-eRapter~ 

17 The tax aRe-re~~Btrat~eR-fee-BRa~±-Be is a lien on the 

18 vehicle senior to any other lien tRere-ffiay-se upon it. The 

19 mobile home aRa-a~teffieB4~e bearing ~ current registration 

20 ~~ateB issued by any other state thaR-tRe-Btate-ef-fewa and 

21 remaining within this state for an accumulated period not 

22 to exceed ninety days in any twelve-month period BRa±~ is 

23 not Be subject to Iowa tax. However, when one or more persons 

24 occupying a mobile home bearing a foreign registration are 

25 employed in this state, there BRa±~-Be is no exemption from 

26 the Iowa re~~Btrat~eH-aHa tax Rere~H-~re¥~eea. This tax BRa~~ 

27 Be is in lieu of all other taxes general or local on a mobile 

28 home. 

1104~29 A modular home as· defined by this chapter BRa±~ is not 

30 Be subject to or assessed the semiannual tax pursuant to this 

31 section, but shall be assessed and taxed as real estate 

32 pursuant to chapter 427. 

33 Before a mobile home may be moved from its present site, 

34 the company or person transporting the mobile home must obtain 

35 a tax clearance from the county treasurer of the county where 
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1 the present site is located certifving that taxes are not 

2 owing under this section for previous years and that the taxes 

3 have been paid for the current tax period. The tax clearance 

4 form shall be provided by the county treasurer and shall be 

5 made oui in triplicate. One copy is to be provided to the 

6 company or person transporting the mobile home, one copy is 

7 to be fo]~arded to the county treasurer of the county where 

8 the mobi:e horne is to be relocated, and one COPy is to be 

9 retained by the county treasurer issuing the tax clearance 

10 form. 

11 Sec. 3. section 135D.25, Code 1981, is amended by adding 

12 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

13 NEW ~mDMBERED PARAGRAPH. Chapters 446, 447, and 448 apply 

14 to the sale of a mobile home for the collection of delinquent 

15 taxes and penalties, the redemption of a mobile home sold 

16 for the collection of delinquent taxes and penalties, and 

17 the execution of a tax sale certificate of title for the 

18 purchase of a mobile home sold for the collection of delinquent 

19 taxes and penalties in the same manner as though a mobile 

20 home were real property within the meaning of these chapters 

21 to the extent consistent with this chapter. 

22 Sec. 4. section 321.18, Code 1981, is amended by adding 

23 the followinq new subsection: 
r 

24 NEW SUBSECTION. Any mobile home. 

25 Sec. 5. section 321.24, Code 1981, is amended to read 

26 as follows: 

27 321.24 ISSUANCE OF REGISTRATION AND CERTIFICATE OF TITLE. 

28 Upon receipt of the application for title and payment of the 

29 required fees for motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer, 

30 the county treasurer shall, when satisfied as to the 

31 applicati~n's genuineness and regularity Efiereef, and, in 

32 the case of a mobile home, that taxes are not owing under 

33 chapter 135D, issue a registration receipt and certificate 

34 of title and shall file the application, the manufacturer's 

35 or importer's certificate, certificate of title, or other 
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1 evidence of ownershipr as prescribed by the department. The 

2 registration receipt shall be delivered to the owner and shall 

3 contain upon tRe its face tRereef the date issued r the name 

4 and address of the owner r the registration number assigned 

5 to the vehicle r the title number assigned to the owner of 

6 the vehicle, the amount of the fee paid r the amount of tax 

7 paid pursuant to section 423.7 r type of fuel used and s~eR 

8 ~ description of the vehicle as determined by the department 

9 and upon the reverse side a form for notice of transfer of 

10 the vehicle. The county treasurer shall maintain in the 

11 county record system information contained on the registration 

12 receipt. S~eR The information shall be accessible by 

13 registration number and shall be open for public inspection 

14 during reasonable business hours. S~eR-ee~~es-as Copies the 

15 department fflay-re~~~re requires shall be sent to the department 

16 in the manner and at saeR the time as the department ffiay 

17 a~reet directs. The certificate of title shall contain upon 

18 tRe its face tRereef the identical information required upon 

19 the face of the registration receipt. In addition tRerete, 

20 the certificate of title shall contain a statement of the 

21 owner's title, the amount of tax paid pursuant to section 

22 423.7, the name and address of the previous owner, a statement, 

23 in the case of a mobile homer that taxes are not owing under 

24 chapter 135D and a statement of all security interests and 

25 encumbrances as shown in the application, upon the vehicle 

26 tRere~R described including the nature of the security 

27 interest, date of notation and name and address of the secured 

28 party. Sa~e The certificate shall bear tRereeR the seal of 

29 the county treasurer, the signature of the county treasurer 

30 or that of the deputy county treasurer, and shall provide 

31 space for the signature of the owner. The owner shall sign 

32 the certificate of title in the space provided with pen and 

33 ink upon its receipt ef-eert~f~eate-ef-t~t±e. The certificate 

34 of title shall contain upon the reverse side a form for 

35 assignment of title or interest and warranty tRereef by the 
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1 owner, for reassi~~ents by a licensed dealer and for 

2 application for a new certificate of title by the transferee 

3 as provided in this chapter. All certificates of title shall 

4 be typewritten or printed by other mechanical means. The 

5 original certificate of title shall be delivered to the owner 

6 ~H-£Re-eveR£ if no security interest or encumbrance appears 

7 thereon. otherwise the certificate of title shall be delivered 

8 by the county treasurer to the person holding the first 

9 security interest or encumbrance as shown in the certificate. 

10 The county treasurer shall maintain in the county records 

11 system information contained on the certificate of title. 

12 SBeR The information shall be accessible by title certificate 

13 nunilier for a period of three years from the date of 

14 notification of cancellation of title or that a new title 

15 has been issued as provided in this chapter. SBeR-ee~~es 

16 as Copies the deparD~ent ffiay-re~B~re reguires shall be sent 

17 to the deparD~ent in the manner and at sBeR the time as the 

18 department sfia±±-e~reet directs. The depar~uent shall 

19 designate a uniform system of title nuniliers se-as to indicate 

20 the county of issuance. 

21 If the county treasurer 

22 as to the ownership of the 

or department 

vehicle, that 

is not satisfied 

taxes are not owing 

23 under cha12ter 135D, or that there are no undisclosed security 

24 interests in it, the county treasurer or department may 

25 register the vehicle but shall as a condition of issuing a 

26 certificate of title and registration receipt, require the 

27 applicant to file with the department a bond in the form 

28 prescribed by the department and executed by the applicant, 

29 and either accompanied by the deposit of cash with the 

30 department or also executed by a person authorized to conduct 

31 a surety business in this state. The bond shall be in an 

32 amount equal to one and one-half times the current value of 

33 the vehicle as determined by the department and conditioned 

34 to indemnify any prior owner and secured party and any 

35 subsequent purchaser of the vehicle or person acquiring any 
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1 security interest In it, and their respective successors in 

2 interest, against any expense, loss or damage, including 

3 reasonable attorney's fees, by reason of the issuance of the 

4 certificate of title of the vehicle or on account of any 

5 defect in or undisclosed security interest upon the right, 

6 title and interest of the applicant in and to the vehicle. 

7 Any such interested person has a right of action to recover 

8 on the bond for any breach of its conditions, but the aggregate 

9 liability of the surety to all persons shall not exceed the 

10 amount of the bond. In the case of a mobile home, the bond 

11 is conditioned to indemnify taxing bodies of the state for 

12 the taxes, penalties, and interest not paid under chapter 

13 135D. The bond, and any deposit accompanying it, shall be 

14 returned at the end of three years or prior thereto if the 

15 vehicle is no longer registered in this state and the currently 

16 valid certificate of title is surrendered to the deparL~ent, 

17 unless the department has been notified of the pendency of 

18 an action to recover on the bond. 

19 Sec. 6. section 321.30, Code 1981, is amended by adding 

20 the following new subsection: 

21 NEW SUBSECTION. In the case of a mobile home, that taxes 

22 are owing under chapter 135D for a previous year. 

23 Sec. 7. section 321.39, Code 1981, is amended to read 

24 as follows: 

25 321.39 EXPIRATION OF REGISTRATION. Every vehicle 

26 registration under this chapter and every registration card 

27 and registration plate issued fiere~R6er under this chapter 

28 except multiyear registration plates issued for trailers or 

29 semitrailers registered for a period of three years shall 

30 expire at midnight on the thirty-first day of December of 

31 each year. ~fie-~rev~s~eRs-ef-~fi~s This section sfia±± does 

32 not apply to any vehicle which is registered without the 

33 pa1~ent of fees as provided in section 321.19 or registered 

34 as a mobile home, but the registration ~±a~e-er plates issued 

35 for s~efi the vehicle sfia±± or mobile home remain valid until 
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1 suspended or revoked or canceled by the department. 

2 Sec. 8. section 321.45, subsection 2, unnumbered paragraph 

3 1, and subsections 3, and 4, Code 1981, are amended to read 

4 as follows: 

5 He ~ person shall not acquire any right, title, claim or 

6 interest in or to any vehicle subject to registration under 

7 this chapter from the owner ~Reree£ except by virtue of a 

8 certificate of title issued or assigned to R~ffi the person 

9 for s~eR that vehicle and in the case of a mobile home, only 

10 if taxes are not owing under chapter 135D, or by virtue of 

11 a manufacturer's or importer's certificate delivered to R~ffi 

12 the person for s~eR the vehicle; nor shall any waiver or 

13 estoppel operate in favor of any person claiming title to 

14 or interest in any vehicle against a person having possession 

15 of the certificate of title or manufacturer's or importer's 

16 certificate for s~eR the vehicle for a valuable consideration 

17 except in case of: 

18 3. Upon the transfer of any registered vehicle, the owner, 

19 except as otherwise provided in this chapter, shall endorse 

20 an assignment and warranty of title upon the certificate of 

21 title for s~eR the vehicle with a statement of all liens and 

22 encumbrances thereon, and in the case of a mobile home, a 

23 statement that taxes are not owing under chapter 135D, and 

24 Re shall deliver the certificate of title to the purchaser 

25 or transferee at the time of delivering the vehicle except 

26 as otherwise provided in this chapter. The owner, except 

27 as otherwise provided in this chapter, shall also sign the 

28 reverse side of the registration card issued for s~eR the 

29 vehicle indicating the name and address of the transferee 

30 and the date of the transfer. 

31 4. within £~¥e seven days of the sale and delivery of 

32 a mobile home, the dealer making the sale shall certify to 

33 the county treasurer of the county where the unit is ~e-Be 

34 ±eea~ea delivered, the name and address of the purchaser, 

35 the point of delivery to the purchaser, and the make, year 
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1 of manufacture, taxable~size, and identification number of 

2 the unit. 

3 Sec. 9. section 321.46, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1981, 

4 lS amended to read as follows: 

5 Upon filing the application for a registration transfer 

6 and a new title, the applicant shall pay a fee of two dollars. 

7 The county treasurer, if satisfied of the genuineness and 

8 regularity of the application, and in the case of a mobile 

9 home, that taxes are not owing under chapter 135D, and that 

10 applicant has complied with all the requirements of this 

11 chapter, shall fertfiW~tB issue a new certificate of title 

12 and registration card to the purchaser or transferee and shall 

13 forward the necessary copies to the department on the date 

14 of issuance, as prescribed in section 321.24. 

15 Sec. 10. section 321.101, subsection 8, Code 1981, is 

16 amended to read as follows: 

17 8. The department ~s-BereBy-a~tBef~~ee7-aRe-~t shall Be 

18 ~tS-a~tY7-te cancel a certificate of title that appears to 

19 have been improperly issued or fraudulently obtained or in 

20 the case of a mobile home, if taxes were owing under chapter 

21 135D at the time the certificate was issued and have not been 

22 paid. However, before the certificate to a mobile home where 

23 taxes were owing can be cancelled, notice and opportunity 

24 to pay the taxes must be given to the person to ',.,hom the 

25 certificate was issued. Upon cancellation of any certificate 

26 of title the department shall notify the county treasurer 

27 who issued tBe-saffle it, who shall feftBW~tB enter the 

28 cancellation upon R~S the records. The department shall also 

29 notify the person to whom s~eB the certificate of title was 

30 issued, as well as any lienholders appearing thereon, of the 

31 cancellation and shall demand the surrender of s~eR the 

32 certificate of title, but the cancellation shall not affect 

33 the validity of any lien noted thereon. 

34 Sec. 11. section 321.104, subsection 6, Code 1981, is 

35 amended to read as follows: 
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1 6. For a dealer to sell or transfer a mobile home without 

2 delivering to the purchaser or transferee a certificate of 

3 title, a manufacturer's or importer's certificate properly 

4 assigned to the purchaser, or to transfer a mobile home Hithout 

5 disclosing to the purchaser the owner of the mobile home in 

6 a manner prescribed by the department. pursuant to rules or 

7 to fail to certify within seven days to the proper county 

8 treasurer the information required under section 321.45, 

9 subsection 4. 

10 Sec. 12. section 321.123, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

11 1981, is amended to read as follows: 

12 All trailers except farm trailers and mobile homes, unless 

13 otherwise provided in this section, sfia±±-Be are subject to 

14 a registration fee of four dollars for trailers with a gross 

15 weight of one thousand pounds or less and ten dollars for 

16 other trailers. Trailers for which the empty weight is two 

17 thousand pounds or less sHa±±-ee are exempt from the 

I~ 18 certificate of title and lien provisions of this chapter. 

19 Fees collected under this section shall not be reduced or 

20 prorated under tRe-~re¥isieRs-sf chapter 326. 

21 Sec. 13. section 321.123, subsection 1, unnu~ered 

22 paragraph 1, Code 1981, is amended by striking the paragraph. 

23 Sec. 14. Section 321.123, subsection I, unnumbered 

24 paragraph 4, Code 1981, is amended to read as follows: 

25 If a ffisei±e-Reffie-er travel trailer sfia±±-fia¥e has been 

26 registered under tae-~re¥isieRs-ef this chapter at any time 

27 during a calendar year, saia-ffi6Bi±e-B6ffie-6r the travel trailer 

28 sRa±± is not ee subject to a personal property tax for saia 

29 that year. 

30 Chapter 321E, Code 1981, is amended by addin~ Sec. 15 . 
• 

31 the following new sectio~ 

32 NEW SECTION. All mobile homes moved in this state which 

33 

34 

35 

- , are not registered in another state shall only be moved on 
• • 

the highways with a permit issued under sections 321E.8 or 
I'I1II1 

321E.9. 
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1 Sec. 16. Each owner of a mobile home which is not 

2 registered in the county on the effective date of the Act 

3 where the mobile home is located shall notify the county 

4 treasurer, within seven days of the notice given under this 

5 section, of the address, township, and school district where 

6 the mobile home is located and its make, taxable size, and 

7 identification number. If the owner does not have an Iowa 

8 certificate of title, the owner shall apply, within seven 

9 days of the notice given under this section, for a certificate 

10 of title and register the mobile home. Each county treasurer 

11 shall publish a notice of the requirements of this section 

12 in a newspaper in the county once each week for two consecutive 

13 weeks. 

14 Sec. 17. This Act takes effect January 1 following its 

15 enactment. 
16 __ 
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Amend Senate File 323 as amended, 'passed, and 
reprinted by the Senate as follows: 

1. Page 3, by striking lines 3 through 11 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the- following: liar before 
the tenth day of deft~ary-afte-~~~Y-W±tft-s~pp~emen~a± 
men~ft±y-reper~s-±±st±n~-arr±va±s7-eepart~res7-and 
~n±±eensed-meb±le-ftemes-te-tfte-ee~n~y-tfeas~rer~--~he 

reeerds-e£-s~eh-~~eeR6ee-Srla±±-rle-e~eft-~e-±Rs~eee±eR 
by-a-d~±y-a~ther±~ed-representat±ve-e£-any-±aw-en£er~e
ment-a~efiey~--Any-preperty-ewner7-mana~er-er-tenan~ 

shtl±±-repert-te-the-assesser-any-ane-a±±-meb±~e-hemes 
parkee-tl~en-any-preper~y-ewned7-ffiana~ed7-ef-fentee-by 
him March. II 

2. Page 3, line 29, by striking the word "is" and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words "and a mobITe home 
that has a permanent lean-to with cement foundation or 
has a per"'lanent foundation for the mobile home are". 
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