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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to the gross weight and cperation of certain

N

multi-axle vehicles and combinations of vehicles subject
to penalties grovided by law.
TED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY Or THE STATE OF 10WA:
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SENATE FILE 159

H-3310

i Amend Senate File 159, as passed by the Senate,

2 as follows:

3 1. Page 2, line 33, by striking the word "two"

4 and 1nserting in lieu thereof the words “"&we three.
H-3310 FJILED MARCH 17, 1981 BY LLOYD-JONES of Johnson
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SENATE FILE 159

H-3267

1 Amend Senate File 159 as passed by the Senate
2 as follows:

3 ., 1. Page 3, léne 16, by striking the words

4 "twenty-five" and inserting in lieu thereof the

5 words "ewenty-five thirty-five",

6 ) 2." Page 3, lige 17, by striking the word

7 "twenty" and inserting in lieu thereof the words

8 "twenty thirty".

H-3267 FILED MARCH 12, 1981 BY LLOYD-JONES of Johnson
RULED NOT GERMANE Qf 760 )}
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Section 1. Section 321.463, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code
1981, 1is amended to read as follows:

A group of two or more consecutive axles of any vehicle
or combination of vehicles, shall not carry a load in pounds
in excess of the overall gross weight determined by application
of the following formula: W equals 500 (LN/N-1 + 12N + 36)
wherxe. W equals the overall gross weight on any group of
two or more consecutive axles to the nearest five hundred
pounds, L equals the distance in feet, rounded to the nearest
whole foot, between the extreme of any group of two or more
consecutive axles, and N equals the number of axles 1in the
group under considerationr-exeepi-that-two-eonseeutive-sets
ef-tardem-anles-may-earry-a-gress-iead-of-thrrty-four-thousand
pounds-eaeh-previding-the-overaii-distaree-betveen-the-£firat
ard-iast~aNies-of-3ueh-consecutive-gets-of-tandem-antes-25

thzrey-csix-feet~-ex¥-more. The following are exceptions to

application of the formula:

1. Two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a

gross load of thirty-four thousand pounds each providing the

overall distance between the first and last axles of the

consecutive sets of tandem axles 1s thirty-six feet or mcre.

2. On highwavs not part of the interstate system, & vehicle
g P

cr conmbination of vehicles having:

a. Four axles where the extreme axles are eighteen feet

apart may carry a gross load of fifty-three thousand pcunds.

b. Five axles where the extreme axles are thirtv-two feet

apart mav carry a c¢ress load of sixtv-seven thousand five

hundred pounds.

€. S1x or more axles where the extreme axles are forty-

one feet apart may carry a gross load of seventv-eight thousand

pounds.
For every foot of distance between extreme axles less than

the above axle spacings, the overall gross weight of the

vehicle or combination of vehicles shall be determined bv

deducting one thousand pounds from the gross loads specified
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in paragraphs a, b, and c. All measurements between extreme

axles shall be rounded to the nearest wheole foct.
Sec. 2. Section 321.466, subsection 9, Code 1981, 1is

amended by striking the subsection.

Sec. 3. Section 321.474, Code 1981, is amended to read
as follows:

321.474 DEPARTMENT MAY RESTRICT. The department shall
izkewise have authority as hereznabeve granted to local

authorities to determine by resolution anéd to impcse

=

restrictions as to the weight of vehicles, except farm tractors

H O O N e W N

)

as defined in section 321.1, subsection 7, operated upcn any
highway under the jurisdiction of said the depariment and

e
WMo

sueh the restrictions shall be effective when signs giving

—
s

notice hereef 0f the restrictions are erected upon the highway

)
wn

or portion cf any highway affected by suer the resolution.

=
o

Resclutions imposing restrictions under section 321.473 shall

=
-~

be for a definite period of time not to exceed twelve months.

=
o

The expiration date of the resolution shall appear on all

=
Neg

signs posted as reguired by this section.
Fer the purposes of restrictions imposed under this section,

a tripie axlie 1s any group of three or nore congecutive axles

2 where the centers of any consecutive axles are more than fcrty

inches apart and where the centers of the extreme axles are

more than eighty-four inches apart but not more than cne

hundred sixty-eight inches apart. Where triple axle

restrictions are imposed, the signs erected by the department

shall give notice 0f the restrictions.

Any person who violates the-previszemns a provision of sueh

the resoluticn shaii, upon conviction or a plea of guilty,

be 1s subject to a fine determined by dividing the difference
between the actual weight and the maximum weight established
by the resclution by ¢ne hundred, and multiplying the guotient
by two dollars. The department may issue special permits,
during periods sweh the restrictions are in effect, to permit

limited operation of vehicles upon specified routes with lcads
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in excess ¢of any restrictions imposed under this section,

but not in excess of load restrictions imposed by any-other
previsier-ef this chapter. The department shall issue speclal
permits in accordance with the foregoling to trucks moving
farm produce, which decays or loses its value 1f not speedily
put to 1ts intended use, to market upon a showing to the
department that there is a requirement for trucking sueh the
produce, or to trucks moving £e any farm feeds or fuel
necessary for home heating purposes.

Sec. 4. Section 805.8, subsection 2, paragraph 1, Code
1981, is amended to read as follows:

1. For height, weight, length, width and lcad violations
and towed vehicle vioclations under sections 321.309, 321.3210,
321.381, 321.3%4, 321.437, 321.454, 321.455, 321.456, 321.457,
321.458, 321.461, and 321.162 apd-322-4%4, the scheduled fine
is twenty-five dollars. For weight violations under sections
321.459 and 321.466, the scheduled fine is twenty dollars
for each two thousand pounds or fraction thereof of overweight.

EXPLANATION

The bill restricts the load limits on short wheelbase,
multiaxle vehicles to conform to the design loading standards
for existing Iowa bridges. It also authorizes the embargo
of triple axle vehicles c¢n bridges and roadways when conditions
are such that unrestricted coperation ¢f the vehicles would
cause damage. The bill also corrects Code references in
scheduled violations which relate to oversize vehicles. The
b1ll takes effect July 1 following enactment.

LSB 12485 69
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AR ACT
BELATING TO THE GROSS WEIGHT AND OPERATION OF CERTAIN
MULTI-AXLE VERHICLES AND COMBINATIONS OQF VEHICLES
SUBJECT TO PEMNALTIES PROVIDED BY LAW,

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE GENBERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

section }. Section 321.463, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code
1981, is amended to read as follows:

A group of two or more consecutive axles of any vehicle
or combination of vehicles., shall not carry a load in pounds
in excesa of the overall gross weight determined by application
of the following formula: W equals 500 (LN/N-1 + 12N + 36)
where., W eguals the overall greoss welght on any group of
two Or more consecutive axles to the neayest five hundred
pounds, L equals the distance in feet, rounded to the nearest
whole foot, between the extreme of any group of two or more
consecutive axles, and N eguals the nunber of axleg in the
group under consideration/-endept-that-twe-usnseeutive-sets
sf-sandem-anles-may-earry-a-grons-ioad-of-thirty-four-theusand
poundo-gaeh-providing-the-sverati-diatanoe~-hetveen-vhe-£iret
and-tap¥-anian-of-gueh-vonvecubiva-seba-of-tandem-anien-in

Senate File 159, P, 2

thirey-pix-feet-vr-more, The following are exceptions to
application of the formula:

1. Two consecutive sets of tandem axles tay calry a gross
load of thirty-four thousand pounde each previding the overall
distance between the first and last axles of the consacutive
sets of tandem axles is thirty-s5ix feet or more.

2.  On highways not part of the interstate gystem, a vehicle
oxr combination of vehicles having:

a. Four axles where the extrcme axles are eighteen feet
apart may carry a groes load of fifty-three thousand pounds.

b. Five axles where the extreme axles are thirty-two feet
apart may carry a gross load of sixty-seven thousand five
hundred pounds.

¢. Six or more axleg where the extreme axles are forty-
one feet apart may carry a gross load of geventy-eight thousand
pounds .

For every foot of distance between extreme axles lesg than
the above axle spacings, the overall groes weight of the
vehicle or combination of vehicles shall be determined by

deducting ohe thouwsand pounds from the gross loads specified
in paragraphs a, b, and c. All measurements between extreme
axles shall be rounded to the nearest whele foot.

Sec. 2. Section 321.466, subsection 9, Code 1981, is
anended by striking the subgection.

Sec. 3. Section 321.474, Code 1981, is amended to read
as follows:

321.474 DEPARTMENT MAY RESTRICT. The department shall
tikewsse have authority ae hereimabeve granted to local

authorities to determine by resolution and to impose
restrictions as to the waight of vehicles, except farm tractors
as defined in section 321.1, subsection 7, operated upon any
highway under the jurisdiction of said the department and

suah the restrictions shall be effective when signs giving
notice &hesreef of the regtrictions are erected upon the highway
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or porticn of any highway affected by sueh the resolution. 321.381, 321.394, 321.437, 321.454, 321.45%, 321.456, 321.457,
Resclutions imposing restrictions under section 321.473 shall 321,453, 321.461, and 321,462 and-3zir434, the scheduled fine
be for a definite period of time not to exceed twelve months. 18 twenty-five dollars. For weight violations under sections
The expiration date of the resclution shall appear on all 321.45%9% and 321.4366, the scheduled fine is twenty dollars
s1gns posted ae required by this section. tor each two thousand pounds or fraction thercof of overveight.

For the purposes of restrictions _imposed under this gection,

a triple axle ig any group of thres or more consecutive axles

where the centere of any conseccutive axles are moiye than forty

inches apart and where the centers of the extreme axles are TERRY E. BRANSTAD

nere than eighty-~four inches apart but not more than one President of the Senate
hundred sixty-eight inches apart. Wwhere triple axle

restrictions are imposed, the signs erected by the department

shall give notice of the restrictions,

Any person who violates thu-previmiems a provision of suweh DELWYN STROMER
the resolution ehaid, upon conviction or a plea of guilty, Speaker of the House
be 18 subject to a fine determined by dividing the difference
between the actual weight and the paximum welght established 1 hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and
hy the regcolution by one hundred, and multiplying the guotient is knowm as Senate File 159, Sixty-ninth General Assembly.

by two dollars. The department may iseue special permits,
during pericds suek the restrictions are in effect, to permit
limited operation of vehicles upon specified routes with loads

in excess of any restrictions imposed under this section, LINDA HOWARTH MACKAY
but not in excess of load regtrictions imposed by amy-ether Secretary of the Senate
previnion-of this chapter. The department shall issue special Approved é%é/. o 7 , 1981

permits in aceordance with the foregoing to trucks meving
farm produce, which decays or loses its value if not speedily
put to its intended use, to market upon a showing to the
department that there is a requirement for trucking sueh the ROBERT D. RAY
produce, or to trucks moving ks any farm feeds or fuel Governor
necessary for home heating purposes.
Sec. 4. Secction 80%.8, subeection I, paragraph 1, Code
1981, 15 amended to read as follows:
1. For height, weight, length, width and lvad violations
and towed vehicle violations under sections 321.309, 321,310,




