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A BILL FOR 
An Act allowing a parent to file a petition to change the 

BE 

name of a minor child of the parent. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

S-3081 SENATE FILE 121 

1 Amend Senate File 121 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 17, by striking the words "seekinq 
3 the !lllme chilnce" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
4 ~ol-ds ''WFlO~~!~~~~9 he ch~_!}qcd". 
5 2. ?uge 1, lines "8 2nd 19, by striking the words 
6 "seeki.:1q a n,,,~,e chm]ge" and inserting in lieu thereof 
7 the: \,~crds I/\Jho~e r.(1f.':e is to be chanaedH. 
8 3. Page 1, lir.e 2"7, by stnking the word 
9 "P",!}tiS>".':el'" and illserti.lg in lieu thel'eof the word 

10 1!2~:.i_~_~o!1l1. 

5-3081 FILED 
FEBRUARY 19, 1981 
d d/...<t,~ ..?~ <,/ (if .ss <;) 

BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
LUCAS J. DeK05TER, CHAIRPERSON 

CPO-'619112 / 72 



S.F. /-l I H.F. 

1 section 1. section 674.1, Code 1981, is amended by striking 

2 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
3 674.1 AUTHORIZATION. A person who has attained the age 

4 of majority and who does not have any civil disabilities may 

5 apply to the court to change his or her name by filing a 

6 verified petition as provided in this chapter. The verified 

7 petition may request a name change for minor children of the 

8 petitioner as well as the petitioner or a parent may file 

9 a verified petition requesting a name change on behalf of 

10 a minor child of the parent. 

11 Sec. 2. section 674.2, unnumbered paragraph 1 and subsec-

12 tion 1, Code 1981, are amended to read as follows: 

13 The verified petition shall be addressed to the district 

14 court of the county where the applicant resides and shall 

15 state 

16 1. 
for each person seeking a name change: 

The name ef-~e~i~ieRe~ at the time the petition is 

17 filed of the person seeking the name change and the person's 

18 county of residence e{-~e-~et~t~eRef. If the person seeking 

19 a name change is a minor child, the petition shall state the 

20 name of the petitioner and the petitioner's relationship to 

21 the minor child. 

22 Sec. 3. Section 674.6, Code 1981, LS amended to read as 
23 follows: 

24 674.6 SPOUSE MUST JOIN. If the petitioner is married, 

25 the spouse must join in the petition or file written consent 

26 with the petition. 

27 If the ~et~t~eBe~-ftaS petitioner includes or is filed on 

28 behalf of a minor child~-~e-~e~~tieR-9Ra±±-9~a~e-~R~9-£ae~ 

29 aRa-efta±±-9~a~e-a±±-~Re-iRfefffia~~eR-aae~~-~Re-efti±a-~ftat-~e 

30 fe~ifea-e£-a-~et~tieBe~-~R-see~~eB-&~4~~~--if-tfte-m~Bef-eft~±e 

31 ~e 

32 to 

33 

34 of 

fourteen years of age or older, the child's written consent 

the change of name of that child is required. 

If the pet~tieRef petition includes or is filed on behalf 

a minor child under fourteen ~R-tfte-~et~t~eB-f~±ee-fR 

3S aeeefaaBee-wftR-~~e-efta~tef, both parents as stated on the 
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1 birth certificate of the minor child shall file their written 

2 consent £e~ to the name change. If both parents do not file 

3 their consent, the court shall decide the appropriateness 

4 of the change of the minor child's name. 
S Sec. 4. Section 674.9, Code 1981, is amended to read as 

6 follows: 

7 674.9 MINOR CHILDREN. Any new birth certificate issued 

8 to efte-~eE~E~eHe~-ef-a-m~fief-eft~~8-e£-~fte-~et~t~efief a person 

granted a change of name shall reflect the former name of 9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

the person a{{eetea-ay issued the new birth certificate. 

EXPLANATION 

This bill allows a parent to file a petition seeking a 

name change for a minor 
can only be included in 

seeking a name change. 

enactment. 

child. Under current law, a minor 

a petition when a parent is also 

The bill is effective July 1 following 

-2-

L5B 6795 69 

dd/rh/8 



Sena.te File 121 

Judiciary nnd Law t:r.for.:::C'mcnt: COII!Or.. (,!I<.Jir; Joh::~on of !Iow:\rd :\:ld Bra~dt, IZI 

• 
S:::::.JATT: :ILE 

,.:,~. , 1 9:3 1 ) 

Passed Senate, Date "--,29- C (c /"/H) Passed iioGse, D3 te //-,.,u"--lr/ '7 I~ r .. ) 
Nay 5_-,0=>-__ 

Vo te: Ayes J ... ? Xays ro" Vote: AyeS 9¥ 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Ac~ allowing a parent to file a petition to cha~ge the 

2 

4 

5 

24 

25 

name of a minor child by t:'e parent. 

IT E::ACTI;D 3Y ':'llE GEm:RAL ASS;::'-lDLY OF THE STATE OF I 0\-;'; : 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 121 
5-3578 
1 k~end Senate File 121, as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by striking lines 2 th~ough 4 and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "consent 
5 fe~ to the name change. ±£-ae~ft-~a~e~~5-ee-He~-£~±e 
6 eRei~-eeftgeflE,-~Re-ee~~~-sfla±±-eee~ee-efle 
7 a~~~e~riaeefteg5-ef-efte-ehaH~e-e£-~he-ffi±fte~-eh±~e~9 
8 flame If one of the parents does not consent to the 
9 name change, a hearing shall be set on the petition 

10 on twenty days notice to the non-consenting parent 
11 pursuant to the rules of civil procedure. At the 
12 hearing the court may waive the requirement 0: consent 
13 as to one of the parents if it finds: 
14 1. That the oarent has abandoned the child; 
15 2. That the parent has been ordered to contribu~e 
16 to the support of the child or to financially aid 
17 in the child's birth and has fa~led to do so without 
18 good cause; or 
19 3. That the parent does not object to the name 
20 change after having been given due and proper notice." 

S-3578 FILED R~CEIVED FROM THE HOU~E 
APRIL 28, 1981 yf~"C. _",-~Q <I/.<"'/ZI 0 14'''') 

CPB·'619 112/ 7 ";l. 
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26 
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t:-te SE:C'::.':O:: a::d i~sertir.0 in lie..: t:1e::eo: t::~ follc~1ir:g: 

67i:..1 A:';':'~:ORIZ1,.'=-I~:r.. f>-. ?erson · .. :~10 :las 3~~ai;:ed ~~c ag~ 

of majority and ~ho does not have an'! civil disabilities ~ay 

apply to t:-te COll~t to :::21arlge ~is or :te::- na:::-!c :)y fili:1Q' a 

verified petition as provided in tiis charte~. ~~e veri!ied 

petition !7!ay ~ec.!uest a r.ane c:lar:ge for Minor children o~ ~!:.e 

Fetitioner as ~el1 aq t~e petitioner or a parent ~av file 

a verified petition requesting a name cjange cn behalf o~ 

a minor child of tile parent. 

Sec. L.. Section 67;;.2, unnumbered paragra?!"! 1 and subsec­

tion 1, Code 19~ 1, are amended to read as rollo,.,s: 

The verified petition shall be addressed to the district 

court of the county ~here the applicant resides and shall 

state for each cerson see):::'n,] a name cilange: 

1. ~he name et-pe~~~±e~er at t~e ti~e the petition is 

filed of the person w~ose name is to ~e changed and the 

If ~~le ·oerson 

"hose name is to be c:1anqeu is a minor child, the petition 

Shall sta~e the llane of t:1e ~et~tioner and t~e petit~oner's 

relationshi':.) to the minor C;l; lc.i. 

Sec. 3. Section 671:.1i, Code 1981, l.S amended to read as 

follcws: 

67 ij. 6 S?OUSE MUST JOI:,. If the petitione~ is married, 

the spouse must join in the petition or file written consent 

with the petition. 

If the ~e~±~~e~e~-~a9 petition includes or is ~iled on 

behalf of a minor c:lilu7-@~e-pe~±~±e~-9ha~~-9~a~e-~h±9-tae~ 

a"e-e~axx-9~e~e-axx-~~e-±~te~ffiae±en-abe~~-~rle-e~ixe-~Ra~-±9 

re~~i~e6-e~-a-pe~i~±~fter-in-geee±e"-6;4.~.--;~-e~e-ffiiner-efi±:a 

is fourte~n years of age or older, the child's written consent 

to t~e change o~ name of t~at child is required. 

If tIle ~eti~iefte~ petition includes or is filed on behal~ 

of a !7'.inor ci-.ild under rourtGen ±n-~fte-~e~i~~ef'.-~±!ea-±H 

aeeereanee-w±~h-ep'±9-ehapeer, both parents as stated on the 
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s . F. IZ I H • F. 

conse~t §e~ to ~he :1a~e c~:a~ge. 

c~ the cha~ce of the ~inor c~li:d's name. 

Sec. 4. Section G71~.9, Code 1931, is arneI:c.ec. to read as 

~ollo· .. IS : 

67!!,. 9 ~/!I:;(')'q C:!I!..;;R~::' A::y neo.v bir"t:: certificate issued 

tc ~fte-~e~±~±e~e~-e~-=-~±~ef-e~±~6-e~-~~e-~e~±~±efie~ a perso~ 

granted a c~ange of name shall reflect t~:e former na~e of 

t~e person af'ee~e.-~y issued the new birth ce=ti~icate. 

-2-
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SENATE FILE 121 
H~3S26 

1 Amend Senate File 121, as amended, passed and 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 2 

s>r3 
4 

'.' 5 6 

1. Page 2, by striking lines 2 through 4 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: "consent 
fer to the name change. ff-ae~-~a~eH~9-ae-Re~-f~±e 
€Re:j,'!'-eEHlseBt7-~~e-e6<1l!~-Baa~±-aee~ae-E.loje 
app~e~f~a~eHess-e£-~e-efta~~e-ef-~e-ffl~Hef-ea~±a~s 
Raffle The court may waive ~~e reauirement of consent 
as toone of the parents if it finds: 

• 

• 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
IS 
16 
17 

1. That the parent has abandoned the child; 
2. That the parent has been ordered to contribute 

to the su~port of the child or to financially aid 
in the ch~ld's birth and has failed to do so without 
good cause; or 

3. That the ~arent does not object to the name 
chan e after haV1n been iven at least twent da s 
not~ce PurSU1L'1t to the rUles of c~v~ procedure." 

H- 3526 FILED 
APRIL 7, 1981 .. o.o"'~ a.6, 'i 
«~--"'~~ '7 

BY CO~IMITTEE 01\ JUDICIARY & LAW ENFORCE"IE:\T 
SHlI-IANEK, Chai r 

4- ~.~ /01 '(J 1399) . 
. ~,' SENATE FILE 121 

H-3608 
1 Amend amendment H-3526 to Senate File 121 as 
2 amended, passed and reprinted by the Senate as 
3 follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by striking line 8 and inserting 
5 in lieu thereof the following: "!"lame If one of the 
6 parents does not consent to the.n~e change, a 
7 hearing shall be.set on the pet~t~on on twenty 
8 days notice to the non-consenting parent pursuant 
9 to the rules of civil procedure. At the hearing 

10 the court may waive the requirement of consent" 
11 2. Page 1, by striking lines 16 and 17 and 
12 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "change 
13 after having been given due and proper notice. " 

H-3608 FILED 
APRIL 10, 1981 
u~~ 1-/.N/S-1 r:t. /Jo/o/) 

BY RAPP of Black Hawk 
CONLON of Muscatine 

DODERER of Johnson 
SHrl-l4.NEK of Jones 
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SENATE FILE 121 

AN ACT 

ALLOWING A PARENT TO FILE A PEt'lTIO:i TO CHANGE TIrE :1MI-: OF A 

MINOR CHI LD OF TIIE PARENT. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section &74.1. Code 1981. is emended by atrikl.fl9 

thc section and inserting 1n lieu thereof the following: 

674.1 AUTHORrZATION. A per60n who has attained the age 

of ~a)ority and who does not have any civil di6ab~litie6 may 

.1ppl y to the court to change his or her name by filing a 

vcnfied petiticn as provided in this ch,lpter. 'rhe verified 

retlt.::on may request a na!'H~. chanqe fot' If.inar childt:en of the 

~etltioner as .... ell as tl.e ~etitioner ot' a parent tIdy file 

:l VfJl:~ fled petlt.ion requesting a. na.'1le change on behal f of 

,1 mLnor child of the parent. 

Sec 2 Section 674.2, ur.nU!:'\bet"ed paragraph 1 and sub sec-
~ion ~, Code 1991, are amended to cp.ad as !¢110~5: 

The verified pet1tion shall be addressed to the distric~ 

court of the county .... here the applicant resides and shall 

std.t~ for each person aeeklnq a n.ur,e cha~: 

1. The name Gf-p.,.b,."u· at t~e time the petition is 
ftlej of the person whose n~e is to be ch~ed a~d the 

• • 
Senate Flle 121, P. 2 

person's county of t'esidence ef-tJ,,~·-pet:t.t:'e"er. !~ the person 

~h06e name i~_ to be changed lS a mlnOI' c1]Uc!&. __ ~~illll.2E 
shall state the naoe of tile pet.itioneT and the petitioner's 

relationship to the ~inor Ch1ld. 

Sec. 3. Section 674.6, Code 1981, 15 amended to read as 
follows: 

674.6 SPOUSE MUST JOIN. If the petitioner is ~arried, 

the spouse must join in the petition or file written consent 
~it.h the petition. 

If the ,a'~Ulu\er-he8 petition includes 9.L.~s filed Oll 

behalf of a ~inor child?-~he-,ett'teft-.hell-8'e'e-thte-f~et 

8ft.-ehel!-e'ft'e-a •• -~e-tftfeFaatt8ft-8 ••• '-~e-oh.i4-'h.'-'a 

.e~ire4-ef-e-pot.".fter-i,,-.eotto"-i~4~iy--Jf-~e-~'ft.p-ek.14 

~a fourteen years of aqe or older. the child's Wrltten consent 
to the change ot" nU.e of that child is required. 

If the peti:li:.ftep petiti2!l includes or is filed on behalf 

of a minor chi ld under fOUl' teen i:J\-~he-pel!:h8n-fHa4- .. ft 
aoeer~a~ea-w~~ft-~.a~eh.pte., both parents as stated on the 

birth certificate of t.r.e minor child shall file theil- .... ritten 

con6ent fel! to t.he name change. 4f-bo~-,&.el'lt.-4e-fte'-"He 

t~eip-eoft.eJ\~~-~fte-oeY~l-afta.l-~e.t~e-~e-app.&'.ta,eft~80 

...,{-t.i\e-eha"IJB-ef-~he-,.tfte.-e~Hd.lo-ft.N& I f one of the pan~!}~._6 

does not c0'l~ent. to the n~.4! change. a . .h~.! .. L~n9 shall be set: 
on the pet.i.tion on t ... ·er.ty days nott~~.!-_? the non-cooscntil29 
parcnt pursuant to the rules of civil procedure. At the 

!learil)q the court u.y .... uve the requi!'..~r!!~:D.~_of consent as 
to one of the parents if it finds: 

1. That thl!_ parent has abandoned tl!~ .. chlldi 

2. That the parent has ~een ordere~~~ contrlbute to t~~ 
support of t.he Chlld 0I .. to finanCiAllY.,!!~ __ ~~~ the chlld's 

birth.and has failed to do 80 .... lthOUt . ..9.0od cauSCi 01' 

3. That the parent._~?es not obje.£t:. to the name _~han9~ 
after.haVing been given due and propel notlce. 

Sec. ".. Section 674.9, Code 1981, 15 amended to read as 
fo110 .... s: 

til 
:n ... 
N ... 



Senate File 121. P. 3 

674.9 MINOR CHILDREN. Any new blrth certificate issued 

to tRe-~e~~t~eHef-ef-a-~iRef-eRila-ef-tRe-~etit~eRef a person 

granted a change of name shall reflect the former name of 

the person affeetea-ay issued the new birth certificate. 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

DELWYN STROMER 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

1S known as Senate File 121, Sixty-ninth General Assembly. 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 

1981 

LINDA HOWARTH MACKAY 

Secretary of the Senate 

fI 


