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1 An Act adding mental health professionals and physician's 

list of persons who are not required 2 assistants to the 
3 to disclose confidential communications in court proceedings. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IDI',A: 
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H.F. t2lA't.:st; 

1 Section 1. section 622.10, unnu~bered paragraph 1, Code 

2 1981, is amended to read as follows: 

0_ 03 He ~ practicing attorney, counselor, physician, surgeon, 

4 physician's assistant, mental healLh professional, or the 

5 stenographer or confidential clerk of any such person, who 

6 obtains SHeR information by reason of l<I'i,s the Eel:son's 

7 employment, minister of the gospel or priest of any 

8 denomination shall not be allowed, in giving testimony, to 

9 disclose any confidential communication properly entl:usted 

10 to l'l'i,l!; the Eerson ~n l<I!:s 
1 • _.I. and necessary and proper 

12 the functions of R!:8 the 

13 usual 

14 sRaB 

course of practice 

does not apply to 

the person's professional capacity, 

to enable A~E the person to discharge 

Eerson's office 

or discipline. 

cases where the 

according to the 

SHeA The prohibition 

person in whose favor 

15 the same Erohibition lS made waives the rights conferred; 

16 nor sRa±±-sHeR does the prohibition apply,-a8-~fie-sa~e-re±a~e8 

17 to physicians or surgeons, physician's assistants, mental 

18 health professionals, or to the stenographer or confidential 

19 clerk of any SHeA physicians or surgeons, physician's 

20 assistants, or mental health professionals, in a civil action 

-21 to recover damages for personal injuries or wrongful death 

22 In which the condition of the person in whose favor 8HeR the 

23 prohibition is made is an element or factol: of the claim or 

24 defense of sHeR the person or of any party claiming through 

25 or under sHeR the person. SHeR The evidence sfia±±-ae is 

26 admissible upon trial of the action only as it l:elates to 

27 the condition alleged. If an adverse party desires the oral 

28 deposition, either discovery or evidentiary, of afty-sHeR ~ 

29 physician or surgeon, physician's assistant, or mental health 

30 professional to which SHeA the prohibition would otherwise 

31 apply or the stenographer or confidential c12rk of dRy-SHeA 

32 ~ physi(;ian or surgeon, physician T s assista:lt., or mental 

33 health professional or desires to ca:l clRY-B~!e~ ~ physician 
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• 

• 
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S.F. H.F. ~1~1J 

l apply or the stenographer or confidential clerk of eRY-8HsR 

2 ~ physician or surgeon, physician's assistant, or mental 

3 health professional as a witness at the trial of the action, 

'" fie the adverse pa!:ty shall file an application with the court 

:, for permission to do so. The court upon hearing, which shall 

6 not be ex parte, shall grant SHefl permission unless the court 

7 finds that the evidence sought does not relate to the condition 

8 alleged and shall fix a reasonable fee to be paid to sHsh 

9 the physician or surgeon, physician's assistant, or mental 
10 health professional by the party taking the deposition or 
11 calling the witness_ For the purposes of this section, "mental 

12 health professional" means psychologists certified under 

13 chap~er 154B, registered nurses licensed under chapter 152, 

14 or individuals holding at least a master's degree in social 

15 work or counseling and guidance. 

16 EXPLANATION 

17 This bill provides for mental health professionals including 

18 psychologists, registered nurses, and individuals holding 

19 maste~'s degrees in social work or counseling and guidance, 
20 and physician'S assistants, to be added to the list of persons 

21 who are not required to disclose confidential communications 

22 in court proceedings_ This bill is effective July 1 following 

23 its enactment. 
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HOUSE FILE 2430 
H-5410 

1 ~end House File 2430 as follows: 
2 '1. Page 2, line 12, by insertin9 aft~r ~e word 
3 "means" the words "individuals work~ng w~th~n the 
4 menLal health field who are", 

H-5410 FILED MARCH 12, 1982 BY SPEAR of Lee 
; . 

~ .-,~. "'! 

HOUSE FILE 2430 
H-5433 

1 Amend House File 2430, as follows! 
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 7 through 12, and 
3 inserting in lieu thereof the following! "employment, 
4 a sibling, parent, lodqe or club fellow member, 
5 friend or neighbor who obtains information by reason 
6 of the person's personal affi11ation, or a m1nister 
7 of tIle gospel or priest of any denomination shall not 
8 be a11m"ed, in giving testimony, to disclose any --
9 confidential co~~unication properly entrusted to him 

10 the perSOn in his the person's professional capacitY7 
11 or personal affiliation and necessary and proper to 
12 enable him the person to discharge the functions of 
13 h~9 the person's office or personal affiliation 
14 according to the". 

H-5433 FILED MARCH IS, 1982 BY LIND of Black Hawk 

H-588l 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 2430 

1 Amend House File 2430 as passed by the House as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking line 21, and inserting 
4 in lieu thereof the words "~e-~eeeve~-eaffle~e9-£er 
5 ~ergeftai-~ft1~rie9-e~-w~6M,f~i-dea~h". 

H-5881 FILED APRIL 19, 1982 RECEIVED FR01-1 THE SENATE 
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HOUSE FILE 2430 
S-5535 

Amend House File 2430 as passed by the House as 
follows: . ' t' 

1 Page 1, by striking l~ne 21, and ~nser ~ng 
in lieu thereof the words "~~-:eeevh;~-aama~e9-ier 
pe~s6~a:-i~;~~~es-e~-wre~~£~~-aea~ . 

S-5535 FILED & ADOPTED 
APRIL 8, 1982~. 11//) 

BY BOB RUSH 



-
HOUSE FILE 2431 

AN ACT 
REVISING DEADLINES FOR DRAWING ELECTION PRECINCTS. WARDS, 

AND SUPERVISOR DISTRICt'S AND REQUIRING MAPS OF SUPER­
VISOR DISTRICTS TO BE fILED WITH THE STATE COMMISSIONER 

Of ELECTIONS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE Of IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 49.7. Code 1991. is amended to read 
as follows: 

49." WHEN REPRECINCTING REQUIRED. Each county board of 
supervisors and city council shall make any changes in precinct 
boundaries necessary to comply with sections 49.3, 49.4 and 
49.5 not earlier than July 1 nor later than geee,yep-iH 

November 15 of the year i~mediately following each year in 
which the federal decennial census is taken, unless the general 

assembly by joint l'esolution establishes different dates for 
compliance with these sections. Any or all of the publications 

required by section 49.11 may be made afte1" eeeelMer-al 
November 15 if necoss.uy. Each county board and city council 
shall notify the state co~issioner and the commissioner 

whenever the boundaries of election precincts are changed 
and shall provide a map delineating the nev boundary lines. 

Upon failure of a,,~ ~ county board or city council to make 

the requil'ed changes by the dates e.,~e81~.hel!l ~ci.fi.ed by 

8~-" •• I!UtaA~-~e this section. the state commissioner shall 
make or cause to be made the necessary changes as soon as 

possible, and shall assess to tile county or city. as the case 

may be, the expenses incurred in 50 doinq. Tho state 

House File 2431. P. 2 

commissioner raay l"cque6t the services of personnel of and 

material6 available to the legislative &ervice bureau to 
assist h~M the state commissioner in making any required 

changes in election precinct boundaries which become hh the 

state ~£p'!~ssioner's responsibility. 
Sec. 2. Section 331.203, subsection 2, pa:l:aqraph b. Code 

1981 Supplement, is asnended to read as follows: 
b. I f plan "t .... o" or plan "three" as defined in section 

331.206 is jn effect, the board shall dlvide the county into 
five equal-population districts by Neveue.-t Decerobel: 15 

of the year preceding the year of the next genel'a! election 
and at that general election. five board members shall be 
elected. two for initial tel~6 of two years and three for 
four-year terms. The terms of the three incumbent supervisors 
shall expire on the date that the five-member board becomes 

effective. 
Sec. 3. Section 331.204. subsection 3. Code 1991 

supplement, is amended to t'ead as follows: 

3. At the next general election following the one at which 
t.he proposition to reduce t~he memilership of the board to three 
is apPl'oved, t.he mecnhership of the board shall be elected 

according to the supelvisor representation plan in effect 
in tho county. I f the supervisor repI'esentation plan includes 
equal-populatIon districts. the distJ:ict shall be designated 

by Neve~er-t December 15 of the year preceding the year of 
the next general election. One me~er of the board shall 

be ~lected to a t~o-year term and Ule remaininq two members 

shall be elected to four-year terms. The length of the te~ 
for which a person is a candidate and Lhe date ~hen the te~ 

begins shall be indicated on the ballot. 
Sec. 4. Section 331.20<), s\lbsection£ 1 and 3. Code 1981 

Supplement, are amended to read as follows: 
1. Beforo N.,vt!MBer-i DocetnbeI' ~_~ of the nonelection year 

followinq each fedet"a! decennial cenSUG the board shall divide 

:J: 
:n 
~ 
~ 
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t.he county int..o a number of supervisor distdcts corresponding 

to t.he number of supervisors in the county. Ho· ... ever. if the 

p14n is selected pursuant to section 331.207, the board shall 

divide the count.y before March IS of the election year. The 

supervisol: di.stricts shall be drawn. to the extent: applicable, 

in compliance with the redist.xicting stand~rd6 provided (or 

lcqlslative alld congressional districts in section 42.4. 

If roore than one incumbent supervisor resides in the sarne 
supervisol: dist.rict after thp. distl"icts have been redra .... n 

follo..,ing the federal decennial census. t.he terns of office 

of those supervisors shall expit"e on t.he eeee,u!l fil"st day 

of January that. is not a Sunday or a holiday following the 

next qenet'al election. 
3. The board may redesiQnate supo1visot· districts only 

once 1n t ... ·o years. If the bOArd redesiQnates distr1cts, t.he 

.redcsiQnation must be completed and available to the public 

by NeVeJlUl;@lf-r December 15 of the yea1" before the elect.ion 

to be appl iCdble in t.hat. election yea,". This 1;ubsection does 

not. lengthen or diminish t.he term of office of a member of 

t.he board as a result. of the redesiqnation and dist..rict.s shall 

not. be redesi9nated except in compliance ~ith this section" 

Sec. 5. Sect.ion 331.209, Code 1981 Supplement, is amended 

by addin~ the following new subsect.ion: 

NEW StJ.!!.SECTION. Each COl..mty board shall notify the st.ate 

commissioner whenever the boundal"ies of supervisor distdcts 

are changed and shill 1 provide a map delineating the ne .... · 

boundary lines. upon failure of a county board to make the 

I'equir~d changes by the dates specified by this section, the 

state comnissionet shall make or cause to be made t.he necessat·y 

changes as &oon as possible, and shall assess t.o the county 

the expenses incur.red in so doing. The state conuuissionel" 

may l"equest the services of personnel ond materials available 

to the legi8lativ~ service bureau to assist the state 

co~~iusiono.r in making any required changes in supervisor 

e 
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district. boundaries which become the state commissioner's 

responsibility. 

DELWYN S'IROXER 

Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

I he.reby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

16 known as House file 2431, Sixty-ninth General Assembly. 

Approved ____________ ___ 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Covet"nor 

ELIZABETH A. ISAACSON 

Chief Clerk of the Bouae 
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BOUSB FlJ,F. 2430 

AN Acr 

A[.'DW(; Nra;n.I. HEAL'rH PROFESSIONAl.S AND PIIYSICIAN'S hSSISTANTS 

?C THE LIST OF PERSONS WHO hRE NOT REQUIRED 70 DISCLOSE 

(:cl~n Dr.:iT IAL COl"'JonIN I CATIONS IN COURT PROC~t:D INGS . 

::n: I'~' I:;NAC-r=:O BY "fllE GENr.RAL ;"SSEMBI;,. Oi" THE STATE Of' IOWA: 

Section:'. sect.ion 622,10, llnnurrbet'ed paragraph I, Code 

1')81, is M".enced to read as follo .... s: 

)Ie ~ pt"acticing attorney, counselor, phj·sic.ian. surgeon, 

pt:ySl.~~.!!D~.§. assi1:ltan.~! .. mental hcaltl}."profcssio.~~j.L 01' t.he 

stenogl'dpt)(~r or confidential clerk of any such person. who 

oht~~~ls IHtek infor!':'lation by rn41:>0n of ftt!t t.l~e .'p.erson's 

employ:nent, minlste:: of t.he gospel or pt"iest of any 

denc.TUlnation shall tH~~ be allowed, in giving testimony, to 

6:sclosn Il.ny confidential comtnunicat.ion properly ent..rust.e.d 

to k~M !-he per'S()J~ in hie t.he p"~.p.9!~~. professional capacity. 

and necossary and proper to enable ft.~ !-.I)~ .. person to di5chu'ge 

~he functlons of k~e .~~l:son I.~ offi.ce aC"cording t.o tl'.e 

usual course of p.::actice or discipline. S~ek The pJ·ohibiti.on 

--
House File 24311 .. P. 2 

shaH ?O£s: not appl y t.o cases .. ,:here the person in '.Ihose favor 

the saMe ~_~hibitiO:I} is made waives t.he right ... confened; 

nor 8haH-,utt!h ~.2e5 th~ prohibition apply~-ft8-~fte-tlPe-.da~ft" 

to phYSlCl,U\S or sun~eons.!........l?J~s.icJ:.an's assistants. mental 

h!:..!')th professig~dls..L or to the stenographer 01" confidential 

clerk of any IUlt!h phyaicians or surgeons, E.!!1.~.ician's 

~!,>'!).i~.t:.~.!l.t~!!!_e:)}~al hAa.!.~_tL£rofessionaJ~.l. in a civil <lclion 

~8 - Hse$""~ l' -eaMltfJ6 g - f e l' -I'eI!8e"al- :i:!\; 'It" t,ee - e~ -wr"".fttl-6e 8: ~ft 

in which t.he condition of the person i.n .... hose favor 81:18;' ~}~ 

prohibition is made is all element OJ" factor of the claim or 

defense of 8\tel\ the person or- cf any p,uty claiming through 

or undet· etleh y,.~ pe.rs"'n. Stteh !he evidence !thall-he is 

adJnissible upon t.nal of th(! action only as it relat.es to 

the condition <11 ~eged. I f an adver:;e part.y desil'es the 01:011 

deposit.ion. either dlscovel'y or' evidentiary, of lltlY-lIl\tek ~ 

physician OJ surgeon, physici~!1's af>s~£~}U\t, or m_~!:Ital hea1t:h 

pro(ess.~Q.I!.~ t.O ",Inch sttel'l t.he prohibi 1-ion would otllez: ..... ise 

apply or t.he stenogrdi-'hel' ot: confidential clet'k of tlftY-B~eh 

.!! physici.an or surgeon~::;.ici~n's assistant, o1"_.~~ntal 

heal Ul P~9 fes:'> i ena lot· des i l'es t.o call tlfty-e"ttefi .!! phys i c i<ln 

or SU1·gconL"p.llY.!!.!.ci<\n I s ~!~.~~~ant. 01: p}~I1.tal he~.1j.h 

prof~~)~ional to ... ·h~ch luteh the prohinitl.on · ..... ould otherwise 

apply or the f~tenogr.lphet: or confidential clerk of i\l\y-9~e" 

.i! physician or surgeon~_i.!::.~~.!}~.S .. 'lSsis.t!.lnt. or me_ntal 

heal.th.pI'?(~!"~l!ional dS a witness at t.he trial of the action, 

Re the cldvclse . ..E:~r.ty shall flle an apphcation .... ith the court 

for penr.isl>ion to do so. The <;ourt. upon hC<lrlng, which shall 

not be .:x partp. shtdl gt'ant H'ie;' permission unle$'S t;.he r.eurt 

finds that the evidence sought. does not rel,\te to Ule conciition 

'lllegcd and !ihall fix i.l !'ea::;orvlble fee to oe pald to IH"8ft 

~hc physician or !'''It"geon.'_.pJlYf~~cian's aS~.tf!tant. or a:·~Jlta! 

heal th pI:o!es-E) .. ,?!l,"'.1 Dy '.he part:y taking the d(~Posltion or 

calling the wit-nesR. For t.ht! . ...PE.rposc:>---.2..~ .. ~f!i!.". sect.ion . .(.~~~nta.l 

heal.t:l) . ..£!21e.~1! i o~!3!!-':' ,!!e~~1.~y'chol09 isl.G ~~!~~.i (i ed u~ld.er 

£!l~.ptel· l ~4B, t"~.9i.!>.t,._E::.red n\l J'~~~ 1 ice..!.l_~,?~ !:-l.~~tel· (;fHl.p.~~LJ:..~?!. 
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or individuals holding at least a master's degree in social 

work or counseling and guidance. 

DELWYN STROMER 
Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANS TAD 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 2430, Sixty-ninth General Assembly. 

ELIZABETH A. ISAACSON 

Approved 

.J Chief Clerk of the House 

---~-~r~~/~7 _____ , 1982 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 


