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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the establishment and the delay in 

2 implementation of the establishment of a unified state 

3 mental health agency_ 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 section 1. Section two hundred twenty-five B point two 
2 (225B.2), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
3 225B.2 IMPLEMENTATION. 
4 1. A unified state mental health agency having broad 
5 responsibility both to plan, co-ordinate and review the 
6 delivery of mental health services in this state, and to 
7 directly deliver certain mental health services, shall be 
8 established effective July 1, ±9~9 1980. The title, 
9 administrative structure, and specific powers and duties of 

10 the unified state mental health agency shall be as prescribed 
11 by the ±9~9 1980 session of the Sixty-eighth General Assembly. 
12 2. If the governor determines that it would not be in 
13 the best interest of the state for subsection 1 of this section 
14 to be implemented on July 1, ~9;9 1980, or if legislation 
15 prescribing the title, administrative structure, and specific 
16 powers and duties of the unified state mental health agency 
17 has not been approved prior to that date, the governor may 
18 by executive order delay the implementation of that subsection 
19 to a date not later than July 1, %989 1981. 
20 Sec. 2. Section two hundred twenty-five B point eight 
21 (225B.8), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
22 225B.8 REPEALS. Chapter 225B and sections 217.10, 217.11 
23 and 217.12, Code 1977, are repealed effective July 1, ±9~9 

24 1980. However, if the implementation of subsection 1 of 
25 section 225B.2 is delayed pursuant to subsection 2 of that 
26 section, the division of mental health resources of the 
27 department of social services and the Iowa mental health 
28 authority shall continue to be governed by the provisions 
29 of the statutes repealed by this section as if they were in 
30 full force and effect, until subsection 1 of section 225B.2 
31 is implemented. On that date, in the absence of any prior 
32 legislative action to the contrary, the powers and duties 
33 assigned the Iowa mental health authority by chapter 225B, 
34 Code 1977, and by any other statutes referring to the Iowa 
35 mental health authority, and the powers and duties assigned 
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1 the division of mental health of the department of social 
2 services by sections 217.10, 217.11 and 217.12, Code 1977, 

3 and by any other statutes referring to that division of the 
4 department of social services, shall all be transferred to 
5 and imposed upon the unified state mental health agency 
6 established by subsection 1 of section 225B.2. 

7 Sec. 3. It is the intent of this Act that the Sixty-eighth 
8 General Assembly postpone its establishment of a unified state 
9 mental health agency to July 1, 1980 and that the governor 

10 be authorized to delay, after the 1980 session of the Sixty-
11 eighth General Assembly convenes and before July 1, 1980, 

12 the implementation of the establishment of the unified agency 
13 to a date not later than July 1, 1981. It is also the intent 
14 of this Act that chapter two hundred twenty-five B (225B), 

15 Code 1977, and section two hundred seventeen point ten 
16 (217.10), section two hundred seventeen point eleven (217.11), 

17 and section two hundred seventeen point twelve (217.12), Code 
18 1979, remain effective until their repeal effective July 1, 

19 1980, unless the governor delays the implementation of the 
20 establishment of the unified agency under section one (1) 

21 of this Act. 
22 The codification of sections two hundred seventeen point 
23 ten (217.10), two hundred seventeen point eleven (217.11), 

24 and two hundred seventeen point twelve (217.12) in the 1979 

25 Code of Iowa shall not affect the repeal of those sections 

26 in section two (2) of this Act. 
27 Sec. 4. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 
28 shall take effect from and after its publication in the West 
29 Des Moines Express, a newspaper published in West Des Moines, 
30 Iowa, and in the Globe-Gazette, a newspaper published in Mason 
31 City, Iowa. 
32 EXPLANATION 
33 This bill postpones the establishment of a unified state 
34 mental health agency by the legislature to July 1, 1980 and 
35 allows the governor, by executive order, to delay the 
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1 implementation of the establishment of the unified agency 
2 to July 1, 1981. The effective repeal of chapter 225B, Code 
3 1977, and sections 217.10, 217.11, and 217.12, Code 1977 (also 

4 appearing in the 1979 Code of Iowa) is also postponed. 
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AN ACT 
lUo:r,ATING TO 11iE ES1'ABLIsmtENT A}.'l) 'THE DELhY IN HlPUYJ.:NTA­

TION Of THE HSl'ABLISH.'tENr OF A UNIFIED STATE MENTAL 

HEALTH AGE:N(~. 

BJ:: IT ENACTED 8Y THE GENERAt ASSEMBLY Of' 'mE STATE OF 1mo/A: 

Section 1. Section two hUlidred t· ... enty·five B point two 

(225IL2). Code 1')'19. is amended to read as follows: 

2/.58.2 mpLEf.lENTATIO~. 

1. A uni fied state m~nLl1 heal th agency having broad 

l·eaponsibility hoth to plan. co·ordinate and review the 

delivery of n·,ental. he<)lth service!> in this state, and t.o 

directly deliver certain mental. health ser':ices, shall be 

estc\blished effective July 1. 19~9 1.~80. The Litle, 

administl·ative stl"ucture, ,lila specific pOWel"!; and duties (If" 

the unified state mental health u.gency shall be itS prescribed 

by the l''''9 lY.S_Q Se5sion of the Sixty-eighLh Gcneral Assen'.hly 

2. If the governor d~tennine5 t.hat. it .... ould not be in 

the bel;t interer.t of the Gtau: for zubsection 1 of this section 

to be implemented on July 1. 4-9;19 .~~~~.' or if leqislation 

prescribing the title. ()d.ministrative st .... uctur:e. and spt!cific 

po .... ers. and dut.ie5 of the unifiE:d state mental health agency 

has not been approve.d prior lo that date, the governor may 

by executivc order delay the inplerr,entation of that subs~ction 

to ,I date not 1at.er t.han July 1, i988 J981. 

Sec. 2. Section two hundred t .... enty-five S POlilt eight 

(22:'B.8). Code 1979, is amended lo L·ca.d a.s tollo',,,s! 

2258.8 REPEALS. Chapt.er nSB and sections 217.10. 217.)1 

and 217.12. Code 1917, arc repealed effect.ive July ~. i9~9 

1.1BO. Ho ..... ever. if the impleo:.enteat.lon of ~;ub!>e.::tio(l 1 cd 

sec.:tioll 22;8.2 i~ delayed pUl"suant to sucscction 2 of that 

section. the division of tr,ent.<ll h~.)lth resourCeti of the 

depan.mcnt of Goclal sCI'vicer: and the !o .... a oenl<ll he,ll t.h 

aut.hod t.y shail continue to be govt!rncJ by Ule p("ovi.!;ion~~ 
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of the statutes repealed bi' this section as if they were in 

full fOl'CC and effect, unlil subsection 1 of section 2258.2 

is implemented. On that date, in Lhe absence of any prior 

legislative action to the contrary, the powers Hnd duties 

assigned the Io\"'a mental health authori tj' by chapter 225B. 

Code PH'!, and by any other st,)tutes referring to the Iowa 

Nell tal heal. th authol'i ty. and the powers and d\Jties assigned 

the division of mental health of the department of social 

serv.ices by sections 217.10, 217.11 and 217.12, Code 1977, 

a.nd by any other r,t<ltUtCS referring to that. division of the 

department of social services, shall all be transfen"ed to 

and imposed upon the unified st,)te rr,ent'll health agency 

established by subsection 1 of section 22~8.2. 

Sec. 3. It is th~ inLent of this Act that tlle Sixty-eighth 

General Assembly postpone i t!i establishment of a unified state 

mental health agency to July 1. 1980 and t.hat t.he governol' 

be authorized to del.-:ty, after the 1980 session of the Sixty­

eighth General AGsenbly convenes and before July 1. 1980, 

the implementation of the establi5hment of the unified agency 

to a date not later than July 1. 1981. It is also the intent 

of this Act that chapter two hundred twenty-five B (22SB). 

Code 1977. and section two hundred seventeen point ten 

(217.10). section two hundred seventeen point eleven (217.11). 

and section two hundred seventeen point twelve (21".12). Code 

1979, remain effective until their repeal effective July 1. 
19BO. unless the governol: delays the impletr.entation of the 

establishment of the unified agency under section one (1) 

of this Act. 

The codification of sections two hundred seventeen pOlnt 

ten (217.10), two hundred seventeen point eleven (217.11), 

and t .... o hundl·ed seventeen point twelve (217.l2) in the 1979 

Code of IO ... ·(l shal.l not affect the repeal of those sections 

in section t ... ·o (2) of this Act. 

Sec. 4. TII)S Act. being deemed of irr.mcdiate imponance. 

shall take eHcct CI·OII' and clfter I t.s publication in the West 
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Des Moines Express, a newspaper published in west Des Moines, 
Iowa, and in the Globe-Gazette, a newspaper published in Mason 
city, Iowa. 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 
President of the Senate 

FLOYD H. MILLEN 
Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

1S known as Senate File 451, Sixty-eighth General Assembly. 

Approved ~~;r 

ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

, 1979 

FRANK J. STORK 
Secretary of the Senate 
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