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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the cancellation of property interests 

granted for pipeline or electric transmission line 

purposes. 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 



S.F. ;<.qt, H.F. 
--~ 

1 Section 1. Chapter four hundred seventy-eight (478), Code 

2 1979, is amended by adding the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. CANCELLATION. A person seeking to acquire 

4 an easement or other property interest for the construction, 

5 maintenance or operation of an electric transmission line 

6 shall: 

7 1. Allow the landowner to cancel any agreement granting 

8 an easement or other interest by certified mail with return 

9 requested to the company's principal place of business within 

,i --10 fifteen days of the date of the contract and inform the 

11 landowner both orally and in writing of the right to cancel 

12 prior co the signing of the agreement by the landowner. 

13 2. Provide the landowner with a form in duplicate for 

14 the notice of cancellation. 

15 3. Not record any agreement until after the period for 

16 canCellation has expired. 

17 4. Not include in the agreement any waiver of the right 

18 to cancel in accordance with this section. 

19 The landowner may exerClse the right of cancellation only 

20 once for each transmission line project. 

21 Sec. 2. Chapter four hundred seventy-nine (479), Code 

22 1979, is amended by adding the following new section: 

23 NEW SECTION. CANCELLATION. A person seeking to acquire 

24 an easement or other property interest for the construction, 

25 maintenance or operation of a pipeline shall: 

26 1. Allow the landowner to cancel an agreement granting 

27 an easement or other interest by certified mail with return 

28 requested to the company's principal place of business within 

,'29 fifteen days of the date of the contract and inform the 

30 landowner both orally and in writing of the right to cancel 

31 prior to the signing of the agreement by the landowner. 

32 2. Provide the landowner with a form in duplicate for 

33 the notice of cancellation. 

34 3. Not record any agreement until after the period for 

35 cancellation has expired. 
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S.F. ;(16 H.F. 

1 4. Not include in the agreement any waiver of the right 

2 to cancel in accordance with this section. 

3 The landowner may exercise the right of cancellation only 

4 once for each pipeline project. 

5 Sec. 3. This Act is effective January first following 

6 its enactment. 

7 EXPLANATION 

8 This bill allows a landowner to 

9 an easement within fifteen days of 

cancel an agreement granting 

the date of the contract 

10 which grants a property interest for the construction, 

11 operation or maintenance of a pipeline or electric transmission 

12 line. The bill provides that the landowner must be informed 

13 of the right to cancel and be given the form for cancellation. 

14 The agreement granting the property interest is not to be 

15 recorded during the cancellation period. The right of 

16 cancellation cannot be waived and may only be exercised once 

17 in respect to any project. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

SENATE FILE 286 

S-3216 
1 Amend Senate File 286 as follo~s: 
2 1. Page I, line la, by striking the ~ords 
3 "fiCtcen days" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
4 wor;s "seve~ days, excluding Saturday and Sunday,". 
5 2. Page 1, line 29, by striking the word: 
6 "fifteen days· and inserting in lieu thereof tne words 
7 "seven days, excluding Saturday and Sunday,". 

5-3216 FILED (~·'~r-" dl~.' BY COMMITTFF. ON AGRICULTURE 
MARCH 13, 1979 :;~ 6?» IRVIN BERGMAN, CHAIRPERSON 

34 

35 
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Vote: Ayes -'Ie. Nays.;l, Vote: Ayes 77 Nays_-',"'? ___ _ 
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purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED 

pipeline or electric transmission line 

BY THt:: G):;"ERhL ASSEMBLY OF THE S'i'A'.l'l: OF IO,vA: 

= New Language 
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Section 1. Chapter four n~ndrcd se~GnsY'-~igh~ (476), Code 

1979 I is a:r:encc-d by adding 1:...e fcl:"ov:5.j"'!,g new seclio!1: 

SE'W SBC:r·I.Oi.~. a'-l~C1::L~A"~IO~~. A pe~SD!1 se.:-:k,ing to acqu':"'::t;' 

an ease!nent O~ o~"'er property ir.te:=e£.t fo:c tl1e cc~s tru::t:icr. # 

mai:1tenanca or operation of an electric transmission lin", 

shall: 

1. A.lloN th.e landow!~er to cancel any agreement gran t:ing 

an easerrlent or other interest by certified :nail. w~ith. ret:;rn 

requested to ~~e company's principal place of ousinesswithin 

~ever. days i exc.luding Saturcay.and Sunda:/, of tn~ date of 

the contract and infor;n ttH~ landowner botn orally and in 

'itlritirlg of the right t.o cancel prior to the signing of ti1e 

agreemc:nt by "tile landowX'!er. ~ 

2. P:::ovide the lanc.of...:ner '.,.-ita a form in duplicate for 

the notice of cancellation. 

3. Ho': record anyag-reement until, at.te~ the r:;eriod for 

cancella tio!'! ~1a5 expi!"'ed. 

1;. i~ot: include in t:ce agreement any waiver of t.ne ::ight 

to cancel in acccrdance ~'t"ith this section. 

The landowner ~ay exercise L~e right of cancellation only 

once for eacn transmission line project. 

Sec. 2. Chapter four hundred seventy-nine (479), Code 

1979, is amended by adding the following nevi section: 

NEW SECTION. CANC~LLATION. A person seeking to acquire 

an easement or other property interest for the construction, 

maintenance or operation of a pipeline shall: 

1. Allow the landowner to cancel an agreement granting 

an easement or otl1er interest by certified :nail ',vit.i1 return 

requested to the compa.nl~ i 5 p=.tncipal 91a~e of bus i~ess w' i th i~! 

seven days, excluding Saturday -o.nd S~r..day, Gf the d~te of 
p ... 

':/ ;. ~' ... 1 
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S.F. 21~ H.F. 

1 3. Not record any agreement until after the period for 

2 cancellation .las expired. 

3 4. Not include in tile agreement any waiver of tile rigilt 
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to cancel in accordance with this section. 

The landowner may exercise tile right of cancellation only 

once for each pipeline project. 

Sec. 3. Tnis Act is effective January first following 

its enactment. 
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SENATE FILE 286 
H-5052 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Amend Senate Pile 286 as amended, passed and 
reprinted by the Senate as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 9, by inserting after the word 
"business" the words "i f received by the company". 

2. Page 1, line 29, by inserting after the word 
"business" the vlords "if received by the company". 

H-5052 FILED 'L4~ ~>-(f.-70't3Y COM.c"lITTEE ON COM..MERCE 
JANUARY 23, 1980 Schroeder, Chairperson 

SENATE FILE 286 
H-5068 

1 Amend amendment H-3840 to senate File 286 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 21, by inserting' after the 
4 word "behalf" the words "to cancel an action for 
5 the exercise of eminent domain commenced under 
6 the authority of the perrni t issued by the Iowa 
7 state commerce commission, docket number P-749, 
8 after the effective date of this Act, and". 

H-5068 FILED 
JANUARY 25, 1980 
GERMANE ~ MOTION 
FAILED (if' ,/(0'1) 

RULED NOT 
TO SUSPEND RULES 

BY AVENSON of Fayette 



SENA'I'E FILE 286 
i-1-ll14() 

1 Amend Senate File 286 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follo\,;s: 
3 1. Page I, line 7, by inserting after the word 
-: "landm.;ner" the \vords "or a person serving in a 
5 fiduciary capacity in the lando· .. mer's behalf". 
6 2. Page I, line II, by inserting aft:er the word 
7 "landowner" the words "or such fiduciary". 
B 3. Page I, line 11, by striking the \·)ords "both 
9 . orally and". 

10 4. Page I, line 13, .by striking the period" " 
11 follmo]ing the word "lando,·mer" and inserting "or such 
12 fiduciary. " 
13 5. Page I, line 14, by inserting after the word 
14 "landm.;ner" the \-!ords "or a person serving in a 
15 fiduciary capacity in the landm·mer's beholf". 
16 6. Page I, line 20, by inserting after the word 
17 "landm·mer" the I·]oros "or a pers.on serving in a 
18 fiduciary c<'pacity in the lanclo,l:1er's behalf". 
19 7. Page 1, line 27, by inserting after the \yord 
20 "landovlC1er" the words "or a person serving in a 

,cO., •. 21 fiduciary capacity in the landm;ner's behalf". 
22 8. Page 1, line :31., by inserting after the \·]ord 
23 "landmmer" the lvords "or such fiduciary". 
24 9. Page 1. line 31, by s L r iking the lvortis "bo tll 
25 orally and". 
26 10. Page 1, line 33, by striking the period" " 
27 follo·,d.ng the word" landovmer" a:1d inserting "or such 
28 fiduciary." 
29 11. Page I, 1 inc 311, by insert ing 2f: ter thp. \-lord 
30 "landen,mer" the I'Jords "or a per~on servirlg in <l 

31 fiduciary capacity in the lando\·;:Ier's behalf". 
32 12. Page 2, line 5, by inse~tirlg after the word 
33 ttlando~';!1cr" th~ \·:orcis Hor a pcrsC):-', servir.g in [I 

34 fiduciary capacity in the l:l'ldo' ... :ler's behalf". 

H-3840 FILED t1~..e 0.5"ft'''("1-',o,/ BY BEt-<NETT of rd" 
APRIL 10, 1979 

H- 3982 

1 
2 
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18 
19 

SENATE FILE 286 

Amend Senate File 286 as amended, pas$ed and 
reprinted by t.he Senat", as fol10\.;s: 

1. Page 2, by inserting after line 6 the follO\'ling: 
"Sec. )'. Chapter four hundred seventy-nine (4'/9), 

Code 1979, is v.mended by adding the fol101·,ing new 
s8ctioll: . 

NE~'l SECT!ON. PRr~SUHPTION. In case of inju.'cy to 
0. pcrsor; or· Pl.·~)i)~:-:-t.y hy a p.-L?eline, r.c:gligcllce shall 
be presumed on the part of the person or corporation 
operating the pipeline in causing the injury, but 
the presuI:l?tion nay be reb,!tted. The presl!!nption 
does not exist in favor of elnployees of the person 
or corporation operating the pipeline who are charged 
I·;ith or engilged in the construction, r('construction, 
repair, or maintenance of the pipeline, unless 
othenlisc provided by the c;;];::>loyers liahility il:1d 
worl~ers' compensation lc:!'('JS of the state .. n 

2. By renur.'bering the sect ions to conform \-:i th 
this amendnent. 

H-3982 FILED ~~.~~ BY HOWELL of Floyd 
AP1UL 18, 1979 /v,/e-o '/(1' :t0 1) 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET 

JANUARr 30, 1980 

HOUSE A"'lENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 286 
5-5018 
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Amend Senate File 286 as amended, passed a:1Q 
,eprinted by the Senate as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 7, by inserting after the word 
"landowner" the words "0, a person serving in a 
fiduciary capacity in the landowner's behalf". 

2. Page I, line 9, by inserting after the ..... ·ord 
"business" the ,·lords "if received by the company". 

3. Page 1, line 11, by inserting after the word 
"landovmer" the .vords "or such f idue iary" . 

4. Page 1, line 11, by striking the words "both 
orally and". 

5. Page 1, line 13, by striking the period "." 
following the t-:o,d "lando,1ne," and inserting "or such 
fiduciary." 

6. Page 1, line 14, by inserting after the word 
"1ando'V,~nE:'r" the ;.;ords Itor a person serving in a 
fiduciary capacity in the landowner's behalf". 

7. Page 1, line 20, by inserting after the word 
"landowner" the words "or a person serving in a 
fiduciary capacity in the landowner's behalf". 

B. Page 1, line 27, by inserting after the ,~ord 
"landowner'! the words Ilor a person serving in a 
fiduciary capacity in the landowner's behalf". 

9. Page 1, line 29, by inserting after the word 
"business" the ,,"oras "if received by the company". 

10. Page 1, line 31, by inserting after the "ord 
"landowner" the words "or such fiduciary". 

11. Page 1, line 31, by striki,.,g the words "both 
orally and". 

12. Page 1, line 33, by striking the period "." 
following the word II landowner" and inscr t "Lng II or such 
fiduciary." 

13. Page I, line 34, by inserting aft(..:.:!"" the- \';'ord 
0I1ando\.'.;:ne~·" the v.,'ords no:': a person serving in a. 
fiduciary capilc.i;:y in ths lanJc)\1~~r I s beha.J fIt 4 

14. Page 2, line 5, by inserting af1:er the wo;-d 
\'land()"'ln~:rTl the v;ords "or a person serving in a 
fiduciary capacity in the landowner's behalf". 

5-5018 FILED 

JANUARY 29, 1980 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

L-r~ ~?/.~.( 4;('4 (1'- ':;")c) 
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SENATH' PI [.E 286 

AN ACT 

REU\'TING 'r0 THE C,IillCSLI.AjION OF PROPERTY lNtERESTS GRJrJI'rRD 

rOR P1PF.LINE OR ELECTRIC TRANSM1SS[ON LINE PURPOSBS. 

BE IT ENACl'ED BY THE (;W8RAI. .r\SSf-:M1~L'i OF nn:: STI\'I'S Oi:" IG'~A: 

!i~Ct:lorl 1, Chapt'.!r fOUL' hundr~d sr,vent.Y·E:iqht (47&), Code 

1979, is arnend~d by ,lddil\9 the {o\.lo~in9 oc ... · section: 

~·'.L"SEC1·.!.9!:!" CAHCELLJ\TIOl:. A pE:rf.ion soeking to acql.liro 

an ~·l.scttt.ent'" or other pl'Opel't.y 'interost 1'01' the connt.ruction. 

ffl'i1l\teOi\nce or "l .... eratitm of an el(!ctt ic tranSlr!iSf'lOn line 

~hall..: 

1, Allo .... t.he l<1ndo\>'ner 01: a person G.orving in d fiduClilCY 

cnpacit.y in the l<lndo\ofllp.r's bchillt to cdncel any agr"eot"lent 

grantihg all e,lSer'cnl or othee interest by certified mail with 

retuln reqllestcd t.o t.hc company's principal place of business 

if n~ceived by t.he corr.:pany within ~even days, excluding 

Sllturday and Sunday, of the date of the contract and intone. 

the landowner 01" sllch fiduciary in writing of the ri9ht to 

cancel priolo to the slqning of the agreeMent by the landownet 

Ot' such fiduclary" 

-- -
Senate Pile 286. P 2 

2. t'rovide t.he landol<fflet' ot' a. perSOI\ servinq in a fiduci~:ry 

capacity in t.h~ lando""np.I:'s behalf ..,ith a form ill d\lplicate 

[or the notice Ot cancellat.ion. 

3. Not record any aq,t"eement '.lntil after t.hl.: period f01 

cancellati.on haG expit'ed. 

4. N0t include in t.he agreement. ,my WlllVel" of the right 

to ca.ncel in a.ccordance ~ith this section. 

The Inndo'.mer Ot' II J',erson €Iel'ving in a fiJuciary cap.lei tj' 

in the 1 ando'Jl)f::' l' '!i bohal f I~ay exel'cise the right of 

canc .. llali.on only once for each tran!;m2(;sion line project. 

Sec. 2. Chapter fOllX hundred seventy-nine (4":9). Code 

1~?9. lS amended by adding t.hc following neW' section; 

}JE~_~Kcrlml. CANCELLATIO~. A person fle(!k i 09 t.o acqui re 

,10 easement or Oth"'l' pt'opet'ty illt~rcst for the const.ruct.lon. 

maintenance or opcrat.io~l of a !>ip~line shall: 

1. Allow the landowner or a. pen,on s"'lVlng in a fidtJ~iiH"Y 

capaci t}· u) the l.lndo\ofn..,r' $ bt.·h,ll t' to ccluc:el 4n ,)(gect1ent 

grantill9 an easement 01 othoc int.erest by c(!rt.lfled 1.'4il with 

return requested tv the co~npany's p1'inclpal place of business 

it' received by t.he compdny ;,,'ithin sevcn days. ~xcluding 

SatllrdllY clnd Sunday, of thp. date ot the Conl~nlCt. !lnd infor;n 

the 1 andt'· .. ·ne l' Ot" such fiduciary l,n wl'itlTlg of '_he right t.o 

cancel peior to tjw signing of the aqt'eement by th~ lando\ofnel' 

01' such fiduciary" 

2, Pl:ovide t"he lctndowner or ,1 pers-:'l\ t;Cl."vtnq in a fiduciary 

capacity In the lilndowneI"g b~half '-lith a form In dUl-'licate 

for tile notice of cdnc~llat"lon, 

3, Not r"ecord any <'\9t'eement. untll after t.he period fat" 

cancellation haG e>:pi.t'ed, 

4, Not" include in t.he: iHJH:cffie-nt any .... aLver 01" the riqht 

to CAne'.! 1 in accordance · ... i th t.hl s sec t 1 on. 

Th4i! landowner Ol' a person sel:vltleJ .in a fiduCl,U"y capaclty 

in t..he tandowner's behalf may eX"'l'cis~ the right. of 

canccltaUon only once for each pip~line projecL. 

~ 
:n 
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Senate File 286, P. 3 

Sec. 3. This Act is effective January first following 

its enactment. 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

FLOYD H. MILLEN 
Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 286, SIxty-eighth General Assembly . 

Approved _2 ...... /;-'-1 ....... <f~/ __ , 1980 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 

FRANK J. STORK 

Secretary of the Senate 
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