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SENATE FILE /t)t? 
By BRILES 

Passed Senate, Date ,o,/J,,,,,, (",,2:<1-) Passed House, Date _______ _ 

Vote: Ayes __ .c:."-".',,-, __ Nay s_-,''''-; __ _ Vote: Ayes ---- Nays ____ _ 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the construction and maintenance of school 

2 houses by increasing the maximum amount of the site fund 

3 tax levy and expanding the allowable uses of funds raised 

4 through the levy. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOI'lA: 
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S.F. Ib 9 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section two hundred ninety-seven point five 
2 (297.5), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
3 297.5 TAX. The directors in asy ~ high school district 
4 maintaining a program kindergarten through grade twelve may, 
5 by March is fifteenth of each year certify an amount not 
6 exceeding EweHEy-seveH fifty-four cents per thousand dollars 
7 of assessed value to the board of supervisors, who shall levy 
8 the amount so certified, and the tax so levied shall be placed 
9 in the schoolhouse fund aHa. One-half of the funds deposited 

10 in the schoolhouse fund under this section shall be used only 
11 for the purchase and improvement of sites in and for 8a~ft 
12 the school district as specified by the directors and the 
13 remaining one-half shall be used only for major building 
14 repairs. 
IS For the purpose of this section, "improvement of sites" 
16 includes: grading, landscaping, seeding and planting of 
17 shrubs and trees; constructing new sidewalks, roadways, 
18 retaining walls, sewers and storm drains, and installing 
19 hydrants; original surfacing and soil treatment of athletic 
20 fields and tennis courts; furnishing and installing for the 
21 first time, flagpoles, gateways, fences and underground storage 
22 tanks which are not parts of building service systems; 
23 demolition work; and special assessments against the school 
24 district for capital improvements such as streets, curbs, 
25 and drains. 
26 For the purpose of this section, "purchase of sites" 
27 includes legal costs relating to the site acquisition, costs 
28 of surveys of the sites, costs of relocation assistance under 
29 state and federal law, and other costs incidental to the site 
30 acquisition. 

31 For purposes of this section, "major building repairs" 
32 includes reconstruction, repair, improvement or remodeling 
33 of an existing schoolhouse and additions to an existing 

:--'-.- 34 schoolhouse. 

35 Sec. 2. This Act is effective January first following 
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S.F. 11J(j H.F. 

1 its enactment. 

2 EXPLANATION 
3 This bill requires the board of supervisors to levy upon 

4 certification by the board of directors of a high school 

5 district, a tax levy in an amount not exceeding fifty-four 

6 cents per thousand dollars of assessed value to be used for 

7 the purchase and improvement of sites and repair of buildings. 

8 Currently the maximum levy is twenty-seven cents per thousand 

9 dollars of assessed value and the funds may be used for the 
10 purchase and improvement of sites only, and not for repair 

11 of buildings. 
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SENATE FILE 108 
S-5321 

1 Amend Senate File 108 as fOllows: 
'2 1. ~age 1, line 6, by striking the words "~we,,~ _ 

'~3 seve"" flofty-four" and inserting in lieu thereof theY 
4 word twenty-seven". 
S-5321 FILED 4:h "/.J-r, .. ~,<3) 
~1ARCH 10, 1980 

BY ARTHUR A. SMALL, JR. 
WILLIAM D. PALMER 
STEPHEN W. BISENIUS 

S-5323 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
B 
9 

10 
11 

SENATE FILE 108 

Amend Senate File 108 as follows: 
1. Page 1, line 6, by striking the words "~we,,~y

gewe~ fifty-four" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word "twenty-seven". 

2. Page 1, by striking lines 9 through 14 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: "in the 
schoolhouse fund en~ to be used for the purchase 
and improvement of sites or for major building 
repairs. tlgea-onry-fe~-~fte-~e~eftage-ena-±ffi~reweffien~ 
e£-l'Ji~e~-in-ena-£er-geia-l'Jeftoel-ai9~rie~-a9-9~eeifiea 
by-~he-diree~erl'J7" 

S-5323 FILED 
'"lARCH 10, 1980 

BY ARTHUR A. SMALL, JR. 
WILLIAM D. PALMER 
GARY L. BAUGHER 
DALE L. TIEDEN 

--' {{'£',(;2« 3//", (>0. ,3-':5) 
" 

S-5338 
SENATE FILE 108 

1 Amend Senate File 108 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, lines 33 and 34, by striking the 
3 words "and additions to an existing schoolhouse". 

S-5338 FILED ?/j.J ]/2 (,1 Z>fj BY 
MARCH 11, 1980 ARTHUR L. GRATIAS 

JAMES E. BRILES 

J 
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SENATE FILE 108 

S-5078 
1 Amend Senate Fil~ 108 as follows. 
2 
3 
4 
5 

1. Page 1, lines 13 and 14 by striking the 
words I'major buildinq repairs" and inserting in 
lieu thereof the words "the purpose of energy 
conservation". 

J' -" ../eJ"" 5-5078 FILED '~"'Y' 'J 7U)BY WILLIA.."1 D. PAL"IER 
FEBRUARY 7. 1980 

S-5211 SENATE FILE 108 

1 Amend Senate File 108 as fOllows: 
2 1. By striking page 1. line 35, through page 2, 
3 line 1. 

5-5211 FILED 
FEBRUARY 26, 1980 
Gi4t-Z 5/7 !1" '!./,.- ) 

BY ARTHUR L. GRATIAS 

" . 

SENATE FILE 108 
5-5277 
1 Amend Senate File lOB as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

1. Page 1, line 14, by inserting after the word 
"repairs." the following: Any fu~ds expended by a 
school district for new constr~ctlon of s~hool buildings 
or school administration bUlldl~gS must"flrst be 
approved by the voters of the dlstrlct. 

5-5277 FILED 
!'lARCH 5. 1980 
/. 10---t:..) .E/y /",. 7,".5') 

BY STEPHEN hT• BISENIUS 

~J~_'I --. ''; 

SENATE FILE 108 
5-5279 
1 Amend Senate File 108 as follows: 2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
3 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

1. Page 1, line 6, by striking the words "~we~~y
seven fifty-four" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word "twenty-seven". 

2. Page 1, lines 9 and 10, by striking the words 
"en.. One-half of the funds deposited in the school
house fund under this Section s~all be" and insertinG 
in lieu thereof the word "and". " 

3. Page 1, line 11. by inserting after the word 
"sites" the words "and for major building repairs". 

4. Page 1, lines 12, 13, ar.d 14, by striking the 
words "directors and the remaining 0~e-ha1f shall be 
used only for major bUilding repairs." and inserting 
in lieu thereof the words "directors." 

BY GARY L. BAUGHER 



i:>l:,lIIATl:. j 

FEBRUARY 11, 1980 

SENATE FILE 108 
$-5077 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

Amend Senate File 108 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the following 

section: 
"Section 1. Section two hundred seventy-eight 

point one (278.1), sUbsection seven (7), Code 1979, 
as the section is amended by Acts of the Sixty-eighth 
General Assembly, 1979 Session, chapter sixty-one 
(61), section four (4), is amended to read as follows: 

7. Vote a schoolhouse tax, not exceeding sixty
seven and one-half ~ents per thousand dollars of 
assessed value in anyone year, for the purchase of 
grounds, construction of schoolhouses or buildings, 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
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26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
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32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

!~ 45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

the payment of debts contracted for the erection or 
construction of sChoolhouses or buildings, not 
including interest on bonds, for procuring or 
acquisition of libraries, for opening roads to 
schoolhouses or buildings, for the purchase of 
buildings or equipment for buildings or schoolhouses, 
for the purpose of repairing, remodeling, 
reconstructing, improving or expanding the schoolhouses 
or buildings for the school district, for the purpose 
of energy conservation and use for the purpose of 
landscaping, paving, or improving the schoolhouse 
or building grounds, or for the rental of facilities 
pursuant to chapter 28E. Interest earned from 
investments of these funds may be used for the purposes 
voted. The power to levy ~aid tax, when voted, shall 
continue for such period of time as may be authorized 
by the voters and shall not be affected by any change 
ift the boundaries of the school district, in whatever 
manner effected, except in case the school district 
is reorganized pursuant to sections 275.12 to 275.22. 
Authorized levies for the period of time presently 
approved shall not be affected as a result of a failure 
of a proposition proposed to expand the purposes for 
which the funds may be expended. As used in-this 
subsection, "repair" means to restore the existing 
structure or thing to its original condition, as near 
as may be, after decay, waste, injury, or partial 
destruction, but does not include maintenance or 
customary repainting; and "reconstruction" means to 
rebuild or to restore again as an entity the thing 
which was lost or destroyed." 

2. Page l,--Ilne 34, by inserting after the word 
"schoolhouse" the words "and expenditures for energy 
conservation and use". 

3. Amend the title, line .<;" by striking the word 
"levy" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "site 
fund tax and schoolhouse tax levies". 

S-5077 FILED 
FEBRUARY 7, 1980 

.J r?f I,..... 
jl (",4-Yr.", ',' /"-' 

; I 

BY RAY TAYLOR 

..l/s (?f 7-';J.,1 
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• 



• 

• 

SENATE 3 
FEBRUARY 6, 1980 

SENATE FILE 108 
S-5063 

1 
2 
3 
4 
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6 
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8 
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10 
1 1 
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21 
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23 
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28 
29 
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33 
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49 

Amend Senate File 108 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the follo~;ing 

section: 
"Section 1. Section two hundred seventy-eight 

point one (278.1), subsection seven (7), Code 1979, 
as the section is amended by Acts of the Sixty-eighth 
Ge~eral Asse"bly, 1979 Session, chapter sixty-one 
(61), section four (4), is a-::ended to read as follo ..... s: 

7. Vote a schoolhouse tax, not exceeding sixty
seven and one-half cents per thousand dollars of 
assessed value in a~y one year, for the purchase of 
grounds, construction of schoolhous8s or buildings, 
the pay~e~t of debts contracted for the erection or 
construction of schoolhouses or buildings, ~ot 
including interest on bonds, for procuring or 
acquisition of libraries, for opening roads to 
schoolhouses or buildings, for the purchase of 
buildings or equipment for buildings or schoolhouses, 
for the purpose of repairing, remodeling, 
reconstructing, improving or expandi~g the schoolhouses 
or buildings for the school district, for the purpose 
of energy conservation and use for the purpose of 
·landscaping, paving, or improving the schoolhouse 
or building grounds, or for the rental of facilities 
pursuant to chapter 28E. Interest earned from 
investments of these funds may be used for the purposes 
voted. The pOl·;er to levy said tax, vlhen voted, shall 
continue for such period of time as may be authorized 
by the voters and shall not be affected by any change 
in th8 boundaries of the school district, in whatever 
manner effected, except in case the school distrj.ct 
is reorganiz8d pursuant to sections 275.12 to 275.22. 
Authorized levies for the per.iod of time presently 
approved shall not be affected as a result of a failure 
of a proposition proposed to expand the purposes for 
which the funds may be expended. As used in this 
subsection, "repair'! means to restore the existing 
structure or thing to its original condition, as near 
as may be, after decay, waste, injury, or partial 
destruction, but does not include maintenance or 
custoreary repainting; and "reconstruction" means to 
rebuild or to restore again as an entity the thing 
;-.rhich was lost or destroyed. ,I 

2. ~agc 1, J.ine 34, by inse~ting after the word 
"schoolhouse" the words "and for enerqy conservation 
and use". 

3. Amend the title, line 4, by striking t~e word 
"levy" and inserting in lieu thereof the-words "site 
fund tax and schoolhouse tax levies". 

S-5063 FILED tj,//r 
FEBRUARY 5, 1980 

RAY TAYLOR 
JOHN W. JENSEN 



SENATE FILE 108 
S-5024 

1 /\mend 'Senate File 108 as follows! 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
.8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
111 

1. Page 1, line 9, by striking the \-lords "One
half of the funds" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words "An amount not exceeding twenty-seven cents 
per thousand dollars of assessed valuation Shall be". 

2. Page 1, line 10,. by striking the \'Iord "Sholl" 
and inserting in lieu thereOf the \-Iord "to". 
. 3. page 1, lines 12 and 13, by striking the \-lords 
"the remaining one-half" and inserting in lieu thereof 
the .\-lords "an amount not exceed inc: t\~:?n·ty-seven cents 
per thousand dollilrs of assessed value". 

4. Page 1, line 13, by inserting a fter the \'lOrd 
"be" the \-lords "deposited in the schoolhouse fund 
tObe". 

5-5024 FILED BY C0i111ITTEE ON EDUCATION 
JANUARY 31, 1980 WILLARD R. HANSEN, CHAIRPERSON 

/ "" ,,_ef',-": .'~:'''!'?!'1, 'C,/< ,,(j ~I', 'd.?C- » 'l' .... } . / 
./t. fr 3 1- _/"/~"..-r< ,'_ ;;";.,.:( .... J -, /'~....-r-t:.J ":::''-_ I' ~ . -'----'. 

;:;..e"c<'-:~- o----~ %~ <>-':~.-J SENATE FILE 108 
• 3// z- ( l' F ~.Q.j 

S-5071 

1 
2 
3 
4 

Amend Senate File 108 as follows: 
1. page 2, line 1, by inserting after the word 

"enactment" the words "and shall expire on January I, 
1982". 

S-5071 FILED BY STEl?HEN H. BISENIUS 
FEBRU&~Y 6, 1980 , 
9...0 .. ,;--:.:: "!'---.;, {;/ ~~_-L ';'/7 (;r 74-<""""./ 

u ~ 
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SENATE FILE 10' 
By BRILES 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 12, 1980) 

Passed Senate, Date ,!~ ~,) 

Vote: Ayes ____ _ Vote: Ayes_~7~<41 __ - Nays ;<.:; 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the construction and maintenance of school 

2 houses by increasing the maximum amount of the site fund 

3 

4 

5 BE 

6 

7 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

tax levy and expanding the allowable uses of funds raised 

through the levy. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STA'i'E OF IONA: 

= New Language 

by the Senate 

* = Language Stricken 

by the Senate 



.. 

S.F. Ib' H. F. 
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Section 1. Section two 'lundred ninety-seven pOint five 

(297.5), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

297.5 TAX. Tne directors in any ~ high school district 

maintaining a program kindergarten through grade twelve may, 

by March ~6 fifteenth of each year certify an amOUnt not 

exceeding twenty-seven cents per thousand dollars of assessed 

value to the board of supervisors, who shall levy the amount 

so certified, and the tax so levied shall be placed in the 

schoolhouse fund Cll'l6 to he ',sed for j-be pnrchase aDO 

gefiee%-a±9~rie~-a9-9~ee±£±ee-by-~he-oiree~ef9. Any funds 

expended by a school district for new construction of school 

bU1ldings or school administration buildings must first be 

approved by the voters of the district. 

For the purpose of this sect10n, "1mprovement of sites" 

includes: grading, landscaping, seeding and planting of 

shrubs and trees; constructing ne~] sidewalks, roadways, 

retaining walls, sewers and storm drains, and installing 

hydrants; original surfacing and soil treatment of athletic 

fields and tennis courts; furnishing and installing for the 

first time, flagpoles, gateways, fences and underground storage 

tanks which are not parts of building service systems; 

demolition work; and special assessments against the school 

district for capital improvements such as streets, curbs, 

and drains. 

For the purpose of this section, tl~urchase of sites" 

includes legal costs relating to the site acquisition, costs 

of surveys of the sites, costs of relocation assistance under 

state and federal law, and other costs incidental to the site 

acquisition. 

For purposes of this section, "major building repairs· 

includes reconstruction, repair, improvene~t or remodeling 

of an existing schoolhouse and additions to an existing 

schOOlhouse and expenditures for energy conservatio~ and "..lse.'. 

-1-
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SENATE FILE 108 
H-5667 

1 Amend Senate File 108, as amended, passed, and 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1. Page 1, line 2, by inserting after the figure 
"(297.5)," the words and figure "unnumbered paragraph 
one (1),". 

2. Page 1, by striking lines 9 through 35 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: "school-
house fund and used only for tRe one or more of the 
following purposes specified by the board of directors: 

1. The purchase and improvement of sites fa-aHa 
for sofa the school district. 

10 
11 
12 2. Ro~and boiler replacement or repair in school 
1~ buildings of the district. 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 

4v 
41 
42 

3. Remodeling of school buildings for energy 
conservation purposes. 

4. Alterations to school buildings and grounds 
to insure that school buildings are accessible to 
and functional for physically handicapped persons 
as-s~eef£~ea-ey-€Re-~a;i;~~e~e~€~e~~~s;.~'~'~-r~~~~~~~rr.~~~ ________________ __ 

3. Page 1, by insert~ng after h.ne 35 the followl.~.9 n -r ,) 

section: ~ -4~ 
"Sec. __ . Chapter two hundred ninety-seven (297), 

Code 1979, is amended by adding the following new 
section: 

NEW SECTION. SECRETARY'S BALANCE. The board of 
directors of a school district may expend funds from 
the district's unexpended cash balance for the purposes 
listed in section two hundred ninety-seven point five 
(297.5), subsections two (2), three (3), and four 
(4), of the Code. Funds used from the district's 
unexpended cash balance are miscellaneous income for 
the purpose of chapter four hundred forty-two (442) 
of the Code." 

4. Amend the title, lines 2 and 3, by striking ~ -4~ 
the words "increasing the maximum amount of the site 
fund tax levy and". 

5. Amend the~~t7i~t~1~e~,-'1~~'"n~e~4'-,~b~y~s~t~r~~~k"~~n~9~th~oe~w~o~r~d~----~~-------------
"levy" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "tax C - ~ 
levied under section two hundred ninety-seven point 
five (297.5) of the Code and allowing funds to be 
spent from the unexpended cash balance of the school 
district". 

H-5667 FILED BY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
STROMER, Chair MARCH 25, 1980 ti:d.-jf.J .3/"'. (f ,I g .. ." 



SENATE 3 
APRIL 11, 19BO 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 108 
5-5694 

61 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

.~ 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 

Amend Senate File 108, as amended, passed, and 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: ._ 

1. Page 1, line 2, by inserting after the figure 
.. (297. 5) ," the wordS and figure "unnumbered paragraph 
one (I),". 

2. page 1, by striking lines 9 through 35 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: "school
house fund and used only for ~he one or more of the 
following purposes specified by the board of directors: 

1. The purchase and improvement of sites ±H-8Hd 
for said the school district. 

2. Roor-and boiler replacement or repair in school 
buildings of the district. 

3. Remodeling of school buildings for energy 
conservation purposes. . 

4. Alterations to school buildings and grounds 
to insure that school buildings are accessible to 
and functional for physically handicapped persons 
a9_9peeified-by-the-di~eeters." 

3. Page 1, by inserting after line 35 the following 

section: 
"Sec. Chapter two hundred ninety-seven (297) , 

Code 1979;-1s amended by adding the following new 
section: 

NEW SECTION. SECRETARY'S BALA~CE. The board of 
directors of a school district may expend funds from 
the district's unexpended cash balance for the purposes 
listed in section two hundred ninety-seven point five 
(297.5), subsections two (2), three (3), and four 
(4), of thi Code. Funds used from the district's 
unexpended cash balance are miscellaneous income for 
the purpose of chapter four hundred forty-two (442) 
of the Code." 

4. Amend the title, lines 2 and 3, by striking 
the words "increasing the maximum amount of the site 
fund tax levy and". 

5. Amend the title, line 4, by striking the word 
"levy" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "tax 
levied under section two hundred ninety-seven point 
five (297. 5) of the Code and allo\~ing funds to be 
spent from the unexpended cash balance of the school 
district". 

5-5694 FILED 
APRIL 10, 1980 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

nJ; ... ~, .. ~/J- /t;'.'< •• ..,.,..._~.~~./> ~:j~(! 
-;t.- ~ ........ __ ,~,,_-<""' .. --!~:~:' " . ;:> I ~.' ~"7 ) 

• 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET 

APRIL 23, 1980 

REPORT OF TIlE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

ON SENATE FILE 108 

To the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the Hous~ 

of Representatives: 

We, the undersigned members of the conference committee 

appointed to consider the differences between the Senate and 

the House of Representatives on Senate File 108, a bill for 

an Act relating to the construction and maintenance of 

schoolhouses by increasing the maximum amount of the site 

fund tax levy and expanding the allowable uses of funds raised 

through the levy, respectfully make the following report: 

1. That the House recedes from its amendment, S-5694, 

to Senate File 108, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the 

Senate. 

2. That Senate File 108, as amended, passed, and reprinted 

by the Senate, be amended as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 35, by striking the words "and use". 

2. Page 1, by inserting after line 35 the following 

section: 

"Sec. Section four hundred forty-two point thirteen 

(442.13), subsection seven (7), Code 1979,. is amended to read 

as follows: 

7. The committee may authorize a district to spend a 

reasonable and specified amount from its unexpended cash 

balance for the sale purpose or purposes of furnishing, 

equippi!"lg, and contributing to the construction of a new 

building or structure for which the voters of the district 

have approved a bond issue as provided by law or a tax as 

provided in chapter 278 and for major building repairs as 

defined in section two hnndred ninetv-seven point five (297.5) 

of the Code. No other expenditure, including but not limited 

to expenditures for salaries or recurring costs, shall be 

authorized under this subsection. Expenditures authorized 

under this subsection shall not be included in allowable 

-1-



REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE COMNITTEE ON SENATE FILE 108 
PAGE 2 

growth or district cost, and the, portion of the unexpended 

cash balance which iS,authorized to,be spent shall be regarded 

as if it were miscellaneous ~ncome .. Any part of such amount 

which is not actually' spent for the ,'authorized purpose shall 

revert to its former status ,as part of the unexpended cash 
balance. II 

3.' Amend the title, by striking lines 2, 3, and 4 and 

inserting in, lieu thereof the words IIhouses by allowing the 

tax'levied under 'sectio~ two hundred ninety-seven point five 

(297.~S) of the Code and the unexpended cash balance of a 

school district to be spent for major building repairs. II 

4. By numbering and renumbering sections as necessary. 

Go; THE PART OF THE SENATE: 

ARTHUR L. ,GRl,.TIAS. CHAIRPERSON 
JANES E, BRl:LES 
JOE 3ROlvN 
JOHN '>;. JENSEN 
~nL,LIAN D. PALMER 

FILED: 
F.PRIL 22, 1980 

ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE: 

WARREN E. .TOHNSON, CHAIRPERSON 
HORACE DAGGE'l'T 
LESTER D. MENKE 
CARROLJJ PF~RKINS 

CLAY SPEAR 

'" 

• 

• 
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SE;NATE FILE 108 

AN AC1' 

RBL.At'IVG 1'0 THE CONStRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE Of SCHOOl, HOUSES 

BY ALLOWING TIlE TAX LEVIIrn UNDER SECTION TWO HUNDRED NINET"f

SEVEN POltn' FIVE (297.5) OF THE CODE AND THE UNEXPENDED 

CASH BALANCE OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO BE SPENT FOR MAJOR 

BUI~]NG REPAIRS. 

BE IT ENACTIID BY TIlE GENERAL ASSEMBLY or TIlE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section two hundred ninety-seven point five 
(297.5), Codo 1979, is Amended to read as follows: 

297.5 TAX. The directors in eRY ! hi9h School di6Lric~ 

maintaining a program kindergarten through grade twelve may, 
by March i& fifteenth of each yea~ certify an amount not 

exceeding twentY-Beven cento per thousand dollars of assessed 
value to tIle board of supervisors, who shall levy the amount 

90 certified, and the tax so levied shall be placed in the 

schoolhouse fund aftll to be used for the purch~,.'~e and 
improvement of aites or for major building repairs •• e~-.ft.Y 

E •• -~.-p.we~a.e-aft.-~.p.eye.eft'-e~-.i.e.-~M-.Bd-( •• ·.a •• 
eeft •• l-d*.~.ie'-.e-.p.8.fie.-_Y-'ft8-lii.e.~8wa. Any funds 
expended by a 8chool district for new construction of school 

bUildings or school adroinistl'ation buildi.£l9s must first be 
approved by_ the voters of the district. 

For the purpose of this section. "improvecnent of sit.es" 

includer.: grading, landEcapinq, seeding and planting of 
shrubs and trees; constructing ne'H side .... lllks. roadways, 

- -
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l'etaining walls. 8e .... e~'1i and st.om drains. and installing 

hydl'ants; original surfacing and soil treat.ltlent of athletic 
fields and tennis courts; furnishing and installing for the 
first t.ime. flaqpoles, gateways, fences and undel:ground storage 

tanks which are not. parts of buildin9 service systems; 
demolition wor~; and speCial assessments against the school 

district fOJ: capital il'lpl'ovem.ents such as streets. curbs. 
and drains, 

For the purpose of this sect.ion, "purchase of sites" 
includes legal costs relating to the site acquisition, costs 

of surveys of the sites, costs of relocation a~sistance under 
state and federal law, and other costs incidental to the aite 

acquisition. 
For purposes_.of thh section. "major building repairs" 

includes r,econstruction. repair. iO'lpl'ovel'l'lent or re:oodelinq 
of an existing 8choolhouse and additions to an exiatiQg 
schoolhouse and expenditures for energy conservation. 

Sec. 2, section four hundred forty-two point. thirteen 

(442.13). subsection seven (7). Code 1979, is ~ended to read 

as follows: 
7. The committee may authorize a district to spend a 

reasonable and specified amount from its unexpended cash 
balance for the •• ~e purpose or purposee of furnishing, 
equipping. and contributing to the construction of a new 
building or structure for which the voters of the district 

have approved a bond issue a8 provided by law or a tax as 
provided in chapter 278 and for major building repairs a8 

defined ~n section two hundred ninetY-seven point five (Z2..L2.l 

of the Code. No other expenditure, including but not limited 
t.o expenditures for salaries or recurring cost.s, shall be 

aut.horized under t.his subsection. Expenditures authorized 
under t~i6 subsection shall not be included in allowable 
gr.owt.h or district cost. and the portion of the unexpended 

cash balance which is authorized to be tipent shall be regarded 
a& if i.t were miscellaneous income. Any part of such anount 

III :n .. 
!iii 
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which is not actually spent for the authorized purpose shall 

revert to its former status as part of the unexpended cash 

balance. 
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