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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to veteran's preference in public employment. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

crO-161'91 '2172 



S.F. B.F. 

1 Section 1. Section seventy point one (70.1), Code 1979, 

2 is amended to read as follows: 
3 70.1 APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS. In every public 

4 department and upon all public works in the state, and of 
5 the counties, cities, and school corporations thereof, 
6 honorably discharged men and women from the military or naval 

7 forces of the United States who served in any war in which 

8 the United States was or is now engaged, including the 

9 Philippine Insurrection, China Relief Expedition, and the 

10 Korean Conflict at any time between June 25, 1950 and January 

11 31, 1955, both dates inclusive, and the Vietnam Conflict 

12 beginning August 5, 1964, and ending on ~e-aa~e-~fte-&¥Mee 

13 fSFees-sf-~fte-gfti~e6-6~a~es-aFe-aiFee~e8-ey-f0fma~-eF6eF-sf 

14 ~e-~svef~eft~-sf-~Re-gRi~ea-5~a~eB-~s-eeaBe-fie8~i±i~ie8 May 
15 7, 1975, both dates inclusive, who are citizens and residents 

26 of this state shall be entitled to preference in appointment, 

17 employment, and promotion over other applicants of no greater 

18 qualifications. The preference in appointment and employment 

19 of employees of cities under a municipal civil service system 

20 shall be as provided in section four hundred point ten (400.10) 

21 of the Code. For the purposes of this section World War II 

22 shall mean service in the armed forces of the United States 

23 between December 7, 1941, and December 31, 1946, both dates 

24 inclusive. 
25 Sec. 2. Section 

26 1979, is amended by 

four hundred point ten (400.10), Code 

striking the section and inserting in 

27 lieu thereof the following: 

28 400.10 PREFERENCES. In examinations and appointments 

29 of employees under this chapter, honorably discharged men 

30 and women from the armed forces of the United States in any 

31 war in which the United states was or is now engaged, including 

32 but not limited to the Philippine Insurrection, the China 

33 Relief Expedition, World War II, at any time between December 
34 7, 1941, and December 31, 1946, both dates inclusive, the 

35 Korean Conflict at any time between June 25, 1950, and January 
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S . F. 1S' H . F. 

31, 1955, both dates inclusive, and the Vietnam Conflict at 
any time between August 5, 1964, and May 7, 1975, both dates 
inclusive, who are citizens and residents of Iowa shall be 
given veterans preference on any examination or measure used 
to establish an eligible certified list of applicants. 
However, the preference shall be given only to veterans 
discharged within the ten years prior to the date of the 
examination or measure used, and shall not be given in pass­
fail performance examinations such as tests of clerical skills 
and abilities or physical agility tests. The amount of 
veterans preference shall be established by each local civil 
service commission prior to the examinations conducted after 
the effective date of this Act. 

14 Sec. 3. This Act is effective January first following 
15 its enactment. 
16 EXPLANATION 
17 This bill modifies veterans preference under chapter 400, 
18 the city's civil service chapter. The bill removes the "if 
19 otherwise qualified" language of the section which gave an 
20 absolute preference and replaces it with a preference which 
21 will be limited by the local civil service commission and 
22 will be applied only to veterans discharged within the last 
23 ten years. 

24 The bill also removes the present language which exempts 
25 from the preference "promotions and appointments of chief 
26 of the police department and chief of the fire department" 
27 and replaces it with language that would apply the preference 
za to "examinations and appointments of employees under a 
29 municipal civil service system". 
30 The bill will become effective on January first following 
31 its enactment. 
32 

33 

34 

35 
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SENATE FILE 75 

1072 
Amend Senate File 75, as follows: 
L Page 1, by strikin~ line 25 through page 2, 

line 13 and inserting in lIeu thereof the following: 
"Sec. 2. Section four hundred point ten 

(400.10)', Code 1979, is amended to read as f~llows: 
400.10 PREFERENCES. In all examinations aRe for 

appointments under the provisions of this chapter-,-­
other than promotions and appointments of chief of 
the police department and chief of the fire depart­
ment, honorably discharged men and women from the 
military or naval f0rces of the United States in any 
war in which the United States was-er-tS-Rew has been 
engaged, including the Philippine Insurrecti-on, China 
Relief Expedition and the Korean Conflict at any time 
between June 25, 1950 and January 31, 1955, both dates 
inclusive, and the Vietnam Conflict beginning August 5, 
1964, and ending eA-tRe-eate-tRe-ar~e6-fer€e5-ef-tAe 
~Rtte€-;tdte5-dre-€4re€tee-By-fer~ai-ereer-ef-tRe 
§eyerAmeAt-ef-tRe-~Alte6-Stdte5-te-€ea5e-Re5tlittle5;­
Ilay 7, 1975, both dates inclusive ilnd \'Iho are 
citizens and residents of this state, shall Be-StYeR 
tRe-prefe~eA€e,-tf-etRerWl5e-~ija~4fle6 have five-
points added to the grade or score attained in 
qual i Fyi n9 exami na ti ons for appoi n tmen t to pos i ti ons 
and ten pOints shall be added to such qrade or score 
if the veteran has a service-connected disability or 
is recei vi n9 co:npensati on, di s abi Ii ty benefi ts or 
pension under laws administered by the veterans 
administration. A veteran who has been awarded the 
Purple Heart for disabilities incurred in action 
shall be considered to have a service-connected 
disabi lity •. However, such points are given only upon 
paSSing the exam and shall not be the determininq 
factor in passing or failing and shall only be given 
to veterans honorablY discharged within the ten years 
prior to the date of the examination or measure used. 

For the purposes of this section World War II 
shall be from December 7, 1941. to December 31, 
1946, both dates inclusive." 

5-3072 FILED tL:,:~~-L.,{! :"~//':':.~ S-o '; ,! 

FEBRUARY 13, 1979 
BY A. R. KUDART 

SENATE FILF. 75 

5-3094 

1 Amend Senate File 75, page 1, line 18, by inserting 
2 after the period the following words: "However, such 

··3 preference shall be given only to veterans discharged 
within the ten ye&rs prior to the date of application 

- for appOintment, emp:toyment or promotion." 

5-3094 FILED £jd.",/:,[ --/" /, "C_'j BY JOHN S. MlTRRAY 
FEBRUARY 16, 1979 
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SI::NATE FILE 

By MURRAY 

(AS fu~ENuE0 A&D PASSED BY THE SENATE FEBRUARY 19, 1979) 

Passed Senate, Date ______________ __ Passed House, Date ___________ ___ 

Vote: Ayes ________ __ Na y $ _____ __ Vote: Ayes _______ Nays ______ _ 
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H-3679 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 
Act relating to veteran's preference in public employment. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF 101 .. A: 

-= New Language 

by the Senate 

SENATE FILE 75 

1 Amend Senate File 75 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 3, by striking the words 
3 "AND PROMOTIONS" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
4 words ·ANe-PReMe~feNSll. 

H-3679 FILED APRIL 2, 1979 BY SPEAR of Lee 
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Section 1. Section seventy point one (70.1), Code 1979, 

is amended to read as follows: 

70.1 APPOINTMEWrS AND PROMOTIO,'S. In every puiJl ic 

department and upon all public works in tlle state, and of 

the counties, cities, anQ school corporations tnereof, 

nonoraoly discharged men and women from tne military or naval 

forces of ~le United States who served in any war in which 

the United States was or is now engaged, inclUding the 

P'lilippine Insurrection, China Relief Expedition, and the 

Korean Conflict at any time between June 2~, 1950 and January 

31, 1955, both dates inclusive, and the Vietnam Conflict 

beginning August 5, 1964, and ending on ~e-da~e-~ne-affflee 

£efee5-ef-t~e-~ft±ted-6~ateS-ttfe-d~feeted-b1-£efffla~-ef~ef-e£ 

~He-~e~efftffleftt-ef-~e-aft±~ed-6tates-te-eea5e-He5t~~±t~es May 

7, 1975, both dates inclusive, who are citizens and residents 

of tnis state shall oe entitled to preference in appointment, 

employment, and promotion over other applicants of no greater 

qualifications. However, SUC.l preference shall be given only 

to veterans discliarged within the ten years prior to the date 

of appll.cation for appointment, er,lployment or promotlon. The 

preference in appointment and employment of employees of 

cities under a municipal civil service system snaIl be as 

provided in section four nundred point ten (400.10) of the 

Code. For the purposes of this section World War II shall 

mean service in the armed forces of the United States between 

December 7, 1941, anti uecember 31, 1946, botn dates inclusive. 

Sec. 2. Section four nundred point ten (400.10), Code 

1979, is amended to read as follows: 

400.10 PRLFERENCES. In all examinations a~a for 

appointments under the provisions of this cnapter, other than 

promotions and appointments of chief of tne police department 

and chief of the fire department, honorably discharged men. 

and women from the military or naval forces of the United 

States in any w.ar in '-Ihieh tue United States was-ef-±9-~ew 

nas been engaged, including the Philippine Insurrection, China 
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j~' 
s. F. H.F. 

1 Relief Expedition and ~le Korean Conflict at any tir.le behleen 

2 June 25, 1950 am; January 31, 1955, both dates inclusive, 

3 and the Vietnam Con flic t beginning August '), 1964.- and ending 

4 6~-tfte-date-tfte-a~ffiea-fe~ees~ef-tfte-Hfi*tea-State5-a~e-a±feete~ 

5 BY-fe~ffia~-e~tlef-6~-trte-ge~efftffien~-ef-tfte-Hfiited-State5-te 

6 eease-fiesti:l:ities May 7, 1975, both dates inclusive and \vho 
r 

7 are citizens and residents of this state, shall be-9i¥en-tfie 

8 F'~efe~e!'lee7-±i'-e'l!rte~±se-erl:la:'l:±£±ea have five points added 
LU, 

9 to the grade or score attained in qualifying examinations 

10 for appointment to positions and ten points shall be added 

11 

12 

to such grade or score if the veteran has a serv1ce 

~sability Or is receiving compensation, disab1lity 

.Tn' 

conn0cted 

13 or pensio:l under laws adminis,tered by the veterans 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

administration. A veteran who has been award"J the Purple 

Heart for disabilities 1ncurred 1n actlon snarr oe consldered 

to have a service-connected olsab1b.ty. However, sucn p01nts 

are given only upon passing the exam and shalf not be t:le • 

determining factor in pass1ng or faiL.ng ana shall only be 
glven to veterans honorably dlschargea vnthln the ten years 

• 

23 inclusive. 

24 Sec. 3. This Act is effective January first following 

25 its enactment. 

26 EXPLAi~ATION 

27 This bill modifies veterans preference under chapter 400, 

28 the city's civil service chapter. Tne bill removes the "if 

29 otherwise qualified" language of the section which gave an 

30 absolute preference and replaces it with a preference which 

31 will be limited by the local civil service commission and 

32 will be applied only to veterans dischargeo within the last 

33 ten years. 

34 Tne bill also removes tile present language whicn exempts 

35 from the preference "promotions and appointments of chief 

.,- 2.-



S.F. H. F. 

1 of the police department and cnief of tile fire department" 

2 and replaces it with language tilat would apply the preference 

3 to "examinations and appointments of employees under a 

4 municipal civil service system". 

5 The bill will become effective on January first following 

6 its enoctment. 
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SENATE FILE 75 
H-3662 

1 Amend senate File 75, as 
reprinted by the Senate, as 

1. Page 1, by inserting 
following: 

amended, passed and 
follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
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10 
II 
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14 
15 
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17 
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19 
20 
21 
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23 
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26 
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28 
29 
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33 
34 
35 
36 

before line 1 the 

"Section 1. section nineteen A point nine (19A.9), 
subsection twenty-one (21), Code 1979, is amended 
to read as follOl-ls: 

21. For veterans preference through a provision 
that honorably separated veterans Vlho served on active 
duty in the arJ:led forces of the United states in any 
vlar, campaign or expedition, for Vlhich a campaign 
badge or service medal has been authorized by the 
government of the United states, shall have five 
points added to the grade or score attained in 
qualifying examinations for fi~~eiR~ffieRt entrance 
appointments to jobs. 

veterans ','7ho have a service-connected disability 
or Vlho are receiving compensation, disability benefits 
or pension under la.1S ad:ninistered by tl:e veterans 
administration, shall have ten points added to the 
grades attained in qualifying entrance examinations, 
A veteran who has been awarded tne ~urDlc Heart for 
disabilities incurred in action shall be considered 
to have a set-vice-connectec disabilit:y." 

2. Page 1, by striking li.nes 16 throug~ 20 and 
l'os"r~ina 1'0 11'eu t'n"~oo' th'" r~ollo"'nq' "Or P,,'S ...... l#_;'l~ ..... __ ........... ..1... ....... _ ...... ..i. W.i A_ • J... \...1. • .1 .. 

stilte shall be enti tJed to preference in appoint};,ent, 
fOE cmployrnent,-c\l'ld-)'!!'e",e<=~E\»' over other applican'Ls 
of no greater qualifications. The". 

3. Page 1, line 21, by strlKi'i'ig the ',lords "and 
employment", --

4. Page 2, by striking lines 18 through 20 and 
inserting j_n lieu thereof the follo1-7ir.g: "detcr~inil].9. 
f t ' , f '1·' " ac or 1n pBsslng or .Bl_lnq. 
--5. By renumDerlng the sections to ccnform to this 
amendment. 

H-3662 FILED 
APRIL 2, 1979 

BY COMMITTEE ON CITIES 
Krewson, Chairperson 
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