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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the enforcement of foreign judgments. 

BE ,IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOI'IA: 
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lu:lC:1d Senate File 29 as fol1m;s: 
1_ Page 1, line 10, hy strikin<] n:e W01'05 "any 

county of this state" and inserting in lieu thereof
the words "a county of this state which would have 
venue if the original action was being commenced in 
this state". 

2 .. Page 1, by striking lines 30 through 35 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the word "state." 

3. Page 2, line 3, by strH:in<] the Vlord "ten" 
and inserting in lieu thereof the \,'ord "twenty". 

4. Page 2, lines 6 and 7, by stri~ing the words 
"in any county" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words "in Hhich the judgment is filed". 

5. Page 2, lines 15 and 16, by striking the words 
"in any county" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words Ilin whicll the judgment is filed". 

S-3126 FILED 
FEBRUARY 28, 

a~~es/-; (7f U 'i; 
1979 

BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
LUCAS DeKOSTER,CHAIRPERSON 



S.F. d.1 U.F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. DEFINITION. As used ln this 

2 Act unless the context otherwise requires, "foreign judgment" 

3 means a judgment, decree, or order of a court of the United 

4 states or of any other court which is entitled to full faith 

S and credit in this state. 

6 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. FILING AND STATUS OF FOREIGN JUDG-

7 MENTS. A copy of a foreign judgment authenticated in ac-

8 cordance with an act of Congress or the statutes of this state 

9 may be filed in the office of tile clerk of the district court 

10 of any county of this state. The clerk shall treat the foreign 

11 judgment in the same manner as a judgment of the district 

12 court of this state. A judgment so filed has the same effect 

13 and is subject to the same procedures, defenses and proceedings 

14 for reopening, vacating, or staying as a judgment of the 

15 district court of this state and may be enforced or satisfied 

16 in like manner. 

17 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. NOTICE OF fILING. 

18 1. At the time of the filing of the foreign judgment, 

19 the judgment creditor or his or her lawyer shall make and 

20 file with the clerk of court an affidavit setting forth the 

21 name and last known post office address of the judgment debtor, 

22 and the judgment creditor. 

23 2. Promptly upon the filing of the foreign judgment and 

24 the affidavit as provided in SUbsection one (1) of this sec-

25 tion, the clerk shall mail notice of the filing of the foreign 

26 judgment to the judgment debtor at the address 'given and shall 

27 make a note of the mailing in the docket. The notice shall 

28 include the name and post office address of the judgment 

29 creditor and the judgment creditor's lawyer, if any, in this 

'30 state. In addition, the judgment creditor may mail a notice 

31 of the filing of the judgment to the judgment debtor and may 

32 file proof of mailing with the clerk. Lack of mailing notice 

33 of filing by the clerk shall not affect the enforcement 

34 proceedings if proof of mailing by the judgment creditor has 

35 been filed. 
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1 3. No execution or other 

2 foreign judgment filed under 

process for enforcement of a 

this Act shall issue until the 

3 expiration of ten days after the date the judgment is filed. 

4 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 

5 STAY. 

6 1. If the judgment debtor sho'Hs the district court in 

7 any county that an appeal from the foreign judgment is pend-

8 ing or will be taken, or that a stay of execution has been 

9 granted, the court shall stay enforcement of the foreign 

10 judgment until the appeal is concluded, the time for appeal 

11 expires, or the stay of execution expires or is vacated, up-

12 on proof that the judgment debtor has furnished the security 

13 for the satisfaction of the judgment required by the state 

14 in which it was rendered. 
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23 

24 

2. If the judgment debtor shows the district court in 

any county that grounds exist upon which enforcement of a 

judgment of the district court of this state would be stayed, 

the court shall stay enforcement of the foreign judgment for 

an appropriate period, upon requiring the same security for 

satisfaction of the judgment which is required in this state. 

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. FEES. A person filing a foreign 

judgment shall pay a filing fee of five dollars to the clerk 

of court. Fees for docketing, transcription or other enforce

ment proceedings shall be as provided for judgments of the 

25 district court. 

26 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. OPTIONAL PROCEDURE. The right of 

27 a judgment creditor to bring an action to enforce his or her 

28 judgment instead of proceeding under this Act remains unim-

29 paired. 

30 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. UNIFORMITY OF INTERPRETATION. This 

31 Act shall be so interpreted and construed as to effectuate 

32 its general purpose to make uniform the law of those states 

33 which enact it. 

34 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION .. SHORT TITLE. This Act may be cited 

35 as the uniform enforcement of foreign judgments Act. 
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1 Sec. 9. This Act shall take effect on January first fol-

2 lowing its enactment. 
3 EXPLANATION 
4 This bill contains the uniform Act relating to the enforce

S ment of foreign judgments in this state. A foreign judgment 

6 is any judgment rendered by a court outside of this state, 
7 but the Act applies only to those judgments to which this 

8 state is required by the federal constitution to give full 
9 faith and credit. 

10 The bill provides that as an alternative to commencing 
11 an action in Iowa to enforce a foreign judgment, the judgment 
12 creditor could file the judgment with the district court, 

13 giving notice by mail to the judgment debtor. Upon the 

14 expiration of ten days, unless the judgment debtor obtains 

15 a court order affecting the judgment, the judgment creditor 

16 would be entitled to use the same procedures for enforcing 

17 the judgment as would be available for enforcing a domestic 
18 judgment. 

19 The bill would take effect on January first following its 
20 
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35 

enactment. 
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A BILL FOR 
Act relating to Ule enforcement of foreign judgments. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOlvA: 

= New Language 

by the Senate 



S.L III H. F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. DEFINlTION. As used in this 

2 Act unless the context otherwise requires, "foreign judgment" 

3 means a judgment, decree, or order of a court of the United 

4 States or of any other court whicn is entitled to full faith 

5 and credit in this state. 

6 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. FILING AWD STATUS OF FOREIGN JUDG--

7 MENTS. A copy of a foreign judgment authenticated in ac-

8 cordance with an act of Congress or the statutes of this state 

9 may be filed in the office of the clerk of the district court 

10 of a county of this state which would have venue if the 

11 original action was being commenced in this .state. The clerk 

12 shall treat the foreign judgment in the same manner as a 

13 judgment of the district court of this state. A judgment 

14 so filed has the same effect and is subject to the same 

15 procedures, defenses and proceedings for reopening, vacating, 

16 or staying as a judgment of the district court of this state 

17 and may be enforced or satisfied in like manner. 

18 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. NOTICE OF FILING. 

19 1. At the time of tile filing of the foreign judgment, 

20 the judgment creditor or his or her lawyer shall make and 

21 file with the clerk of court an affidavit setting fortn,.the 

22 name and last known post office address of the judgment debtor, 

23 and the judgment creditor. 

24 2. Promptly upon the filing of the foreign judgment and 

25 the affidavit as provided in subsection one (1) of this,.sec-

26 tion, the clerk shall mail notice of the filing of the foreign 

27 judgment to the judgment debtor at the address given and shall 

28 make a note of the mailing in the docket. The notice shall 

29 include the name and post office address of the judgment 

30 creditor and the judgment creditor's .lawyer, if any, in this 

31 state. 

32 3. No execution or other process for enforcement of a 

33 foreign judgment filed under this Act shall issue until the 

34 expiration of twenty days ,after the date the judgment is 

35 filed. 
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Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 

STAY. 

1. If the judgment debtor shows the district court in -which the judgment is filed that an appeal from the foreign 

judgment is pending or will be taken, or that a stay of 

execution :las been granted, the court shall stay enforcement 

of the foreign judgment until tile appeal is concluded, the 

time for appeal expires, or the stay of execution expires 

or is vacated, upon proof that the judgment debtor has 

furnished the security for the satisfaction of tne judgment 

required by the state in whicn it was rendered. 

2. If the judgment deutor shows the district court in -which the judgment is filed that gr.ounds exist upon which 

enforcement of a judgment of the district court of this state 

would be stayed, the court shall stay .enforcement of the 

foreign judgment for an appropriate period, upon .requiring 

the same security for satisfaction of the judgment whicn is 

required in 

Sec. 5. 

this state. 

NEW SECTION. FEES. A person filing a foreign 

five .dollars to the clerk judgment shall pay a filing fee of 

of court. Fees for docketing, transcription or other enforce

ment proceedings shall be as provided for judgments of the 

district court. 

Sec. 6. in:W SECTION. OPTIONAL PROCEDURE. The right of 

a judgment creditor to bring an action to enforce his or her 

judgment instead of proceeding under this.Act remains unim

paired. 

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. UNIFORMITY OF INTERPRETATION. This 

Act shall be so interpreted and construed as to effectuate 

its general purpose to make uniform the law of those states 

which enact it. 

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. SHORT TITLE. This Act may be cited 

as the uniform enforcement of foreign judgments Act. 

Sec. 9. Tnis Act shall take effect on January first fol

lowing its enactment. 
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1 J::XPLA..'lATION 

2 This bill contains the uniform Act relating to the enforce-

3 ment of foreign judgments in this state. A foreign judgment 

4 is any judgment rendered by a court outside of this state, 

5 but the Act applies only to those judgments to which .. this 

6 state is required by the federal constitution to give full 

7 faith and credit. 

8 The bill provides that as an alternative to commencing 

9 an action in Iowa to enforce a foreign judgment, the judgment 

10 creditor could file the judgment with the district court, 

11 giving notice by mail to the judgment debtor. Upon .the 

12 expiration of ten uays, unless .the judgment debtor obtains 

13 a court order affecting the judgment, the judgment creditor 

14 would be entitled to use the same procedures for enforcing 

IS the judgment as would be available for enforcing a domestic 

16 judgment. 

17 The bill would take effect on January first following its 

18 enactment. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-3-

SF 29 
Ib/slc/26c 

CPA·340471/71 



SENATE FI LE 29 

AN ACT 

Ry.(,A'r I NG TO TIiE ENfORC~:r-1F.lIT OF FORE I GlJ JtJIX;MENTS. 

Bf: IT ENACTED BY TIlE GBh'ERAL ASSEMBLY or THE STATE OF IOWA, 

Section 1. NE\tI' SECTION. DEFINITION. As used in this 
Act unlet;.s the context other .... ise requires, Ilforeign judgment" 
means a judC]t"cnt, decree, or order of a court of the United 
States or of any other court .... hich is eoli tled to full fai til 
and credit in this state. 

Sec. 2 NEW SECTION. FILING AlID STATUS OF FOREIGN J\ID'~-

11ENTS. A copy of a foreign judgment authenticated in ac
cordance ...,ith an act of Congress or the statutes of this state 
may be filed in the officc of the clerk of the district court 
of a county of this state which .... ould have vCilue it the 
original action 1..'as being commenced in this state. The clerk 
shall tl"eat the for"eign judgment in the same mannet· as a 
judgment of the district court of this state" A judgment 
so filed has the same effect and is !>ubject to the same 
procedures, defenses and proceedings for reopening, vacating, 
or staying as a judgrr"ent of the district court of this state 
and may be enforced or satisfied in like manner. 

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. NOTICE OF FILING. 

1. At the time of the filing of the foreign judgment, 
the jlldgrnent creditor 01" his or her la\o')'cr shall make and 
fi le wi th the clerk of court an affidavi t setti,ng forth t.he 
narne and last known post office address of the judgment debtor", 
and the judgment crcditor. 

2. Promptly upon thp. filing of the foreign judgment and 
the affidavit as provided in subsection one (1) of this sec
tion, the clerk shall mail notice of the filing of the foreign 
judgment to the judgment debtor at the address given and shall 
make a note of the mailing in the docket. 1'he notice shall 

-
Senate File 29, P. 2 

include the name and post office address of the judgment 
creditor and the judgment creditor's lawyct", if any, In this 
state. 

3. No execution or other process for enforcement of a 
foreign jud<jTl'Lent fi led under this Act shall issue until the 
expirat.ion of t .... enty days after the date the judqruent is 
filed. 

Sec. 4. ~~~~~ION. STAY. 

1. If the jud~ent debtor shows the district court in 
which the judgment is filed that an appeal fro~ the foreign 
judgment is pending or will be taken, or that a stay of 
execution helS been granted, the court shall stay enforcement 
of the foreign judgment until the appeal is concluded. the 
time for appeal expires. or the stay of execution expires 
or is vacated, upon proof that the judqment debtor has 
furnished the security for the satisfaction of the judgment 
required by the state in which it · ... as rendered. 

2. If the judgment debtor shows the district court in 
which the judgment is filed that grounds exist upon which 
enforcement of a jud~ent of the district court of this state 
would be stayed, the court shall stay enforcement of the 
foreign judgment for an appropriate period, upon requiring 
the saJ'Ile security for satisfaction of the judgment which is 
required in this state. 

Sec. S. NEW SEC~ION. FEES. A person filing a foreign 
judgment shall pay a filing fee of five dollars to the clerk 
of court. fees for docketing, transcription or other enforce~ 
!':'lent proceedings shall be as provided for judgments of the 
di5trict court. 

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. OPTIONAL PROCEDURE. The right of 

a judgment credi tor to bring an action to enforce his or her 
judglr.cnt instead of proceeding under this Act remains unim
paired. 

Sec. 7. NEW Sl:CTION. UNIFO~IITY or INTERPRETATION. l'his 

Act. shall be so interpreted and construed as to effectllate 
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its general purpose to make uniform the law of those states 
which enact it. 

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. SHORT TITLE. This Act may be cited 
as the uniform enforcement of foreign judgments Act. 

Sec. 9. This Act shall take effect on January first fol
lowing its enactment. 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 
President of the Senate 

FLOYD H. MILLEN 
Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

1S known as Senate File 29, Sixty-eighth General Assembly. 

Approved IJ~i 3 1979 
I 

ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

FRANK J. STORK 
Secretary of the Senate 


