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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the minimum age for certain law enforcement 

officers. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

.53</~, ...42tli~ <~' 
6-s::;-:-r /t ,., 

CPO-tGt91 l:.t./72 



S.F. _:({)tft) H.F. 

l Section 1. Section four hundred point seventeen (400.17), 

2 Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 

3 paragraph after subsection three (3): 

4 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The minimum age for a person 

5 employed as a law enforcement officer, as defined in section 

6 eighty B point three (80B.3), subsection three (3), of the 

7 Code, by a police department which is governed by civil serv1ce 

8 shall be twenty-one years. 

9 Sec. 2. This Act is effective January 1, 1979. 
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EXPLANATION 

This bill requires that police officers in cities governed 

civil service be at least twenty-one years of age. 
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Amend Senate File 2090 as follows: 
1. By striking everything after the enacting 

clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
"Section 1. Section tar~~ hundred forty-one A 

point ten (341A.10), Code 1977, is amended to read 
as follows: 

341A.10 CITIZENSHIP. An applicant for any position 
under civil service shall be a citizen of L~e United 
States who can read and write the English language, 
and shall meet the minimu:n requirements of the Iowa 
law enforcement academy for a law enforcement officer 
except as provided in section two (2) of this Act. 

Sec. 2. Chapter three hundred thLrty-seven (337), 
Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new 
section: 

NEW SECTION. AGE REQUIRE!1ENTS. A person shall 
not oe employed as a deputy sheriff unless that person 
is at least twenty-one years of age, or is at least 
eighteen years of age and has completed at least sixty 
semester hours or the equivalent of education at an 
accredited institution of higher learning, whichever 
occurs first. The law enforcement academy council 
shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter seventeen A 
(17A) of the Code relating to the approval of L~e 
hours of education. 

Sec. 3. ~~apter three hundred sixty-four (364), 
Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new 
section: 

~Eii SECTION. LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER AGE 
REQUIRE!-'.ENTS. A person shall not be employed as a 
law enforcement officer, as defined in section eighty 
B point three (80B.3), subsection three (3), of the 
Code by a city unless that person is at least twenty­
one years of age, or is at least eighteen years of 
age and has completed at least sixty semester hours 
or the equivalent of education at an accredited 
institution of higher lear~ing, whichever occurs 
first. The law enforcement academy council shall 
adopt rules pursuant to chapter seventeen A (17A) 
of the Code relating to the approval of the hours 
of education. 

Sec. £>. The provisions oft-his Act shall not apply 
to any person employed by a county as a deputy sheriff 
or by a city as a law enforcement officer, as defined 
in section eighty B point three (80B.3), subsection 
three (3), of the Code, on December 31, 1978. 

Sec. 5. Sections one (1), two (2), and three (3) 
of this Act are effective January 1, 1979." 
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~~end Senate File 2090 as follows: 
1. By striking everythi~g after the enacting 

cla~se a~C inserting in lie~ thereof the following: 
"Section 1. Section three hundred forty-one A 

point ten (341A.1 0), Code 1977, is amended to re.ad 
as follows: 

341A.10 CITIZENSHIP. An applicant for any position 
under civil service shall be a citizen of the Vnited 
States •,;ho can read and \vrite the English language, 
and shall meet the mini~urn requira~ents o= the Icwa 
law enforcement acada~y for a law enforcement officer 
exceot as orovided in section two (2) of this Act. 

Sec. 2. Chapter three h·.mdrec thi:::-ty-seven {337), 
Code 1977, is amended by adding the follmving ne•.v 
section: 

m:i-1 SECTION. AGE REQ1JIREHENTS. A person shall 
not be ~ployed as a deputy sheriff unless that person 
is at least twenty-one years of age, or has completed 
at least sixty semester hours or the ~uivalent of 
education at an accredited institution of higher 
learr.ing, whichever cccu::s first.. The law enfo!:'cerner.t 
acada~y council shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 
seventeen A ( 17A) of the Code relating to the approval 
o£ the hours of education. 

Sec. 3. Chapter three hundred sixty-four (364), 
Cede 197 7, is anended by adding the fo.:.lmving new 
section; 

!;:;~.; SECTI0!7. LAi·l E:1FORCE:·1E!1':' OFFICER _;r,E 
REQUIRE~·~EN'!'S. A per so:: shall ~ot be a'!lployed as a 
law enforc~"ent officer, as defi~ed in section eighty 
B point three (80B.3), subsection three (3), of the 
Code by a city unless that person is at least twenty­
one years of age or has completed at least sixty 
semester hours or the ~uivalent of education at an 
accredited institution of ~igher learni~s, whicheve~ 
occurs f i=st. The la\v enforcement academv council 
shall adopt rules pu~suant tQ chapte~ sev~n~een A 
(17~) of the Code relating to the approval of the 
hours of education. 

Sec. 4. The provisions of this Act shall not apply 
to any person employed by a county as a deputy sheriff 
or by a city as a law enfcrce~ent officer, as defined 
in section eighty B poi~t three (80B.3), subsection 
three (3), of the Code, on Dece~ber 31, 1978. 

Sec. 5. Sect~ons one (1), two (2), and three (3) 
cf this Act are effective January 1, 1979." 
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s.r. :?oero H.r. 

1 Section 1. Section three hundrca fo!:"t.y-onc ~\ ~oi~t ten 

z ( 3~1 1 A. 1 ')) , Cotlc 1 :J7 7, is amcndeu to rcati us follows: 

3 Ji~L'\.1J CI'l'I:..:J-.iJSi!IP. /\r:. u.pplicant for uny ~Jositio.l unucr 

4 civil service shall Ue a (.;iti:::cn of tne Unitoc.i States \-lho 

5 can read and write the 2nglish language, and shall meet tne 

6 winimum requirenents of t..te Iowa law enforcement academy for 

7 a la\·l enforcement officer exceot as proviued in section t\•10 

8 (2) of ti1is Act. 

9 Sec. 2. Chapter t•tree aunurea t.\irty-seven ( 3 3 7) , Code 

10 1977, is amended by aJ<ling t,1e following new sectlon: 

11 i\EW SJ:;C'fiO,;. AGL: Rl.QUIRJ..:ML•\1'5. A fJCrson S!lal.l not ue 

12 em;_.;loyed as a deputy sheriff unless t.tat person is at least 

13 .twenty-one years of age, or is at lc:ast eig,n:een years of 

14 age and 11as completeu at ieast sixty semester •lours or tne 

15 equivalent of education at. an accreuited institutlon of nigi;er 

16 learning, \-lhici•ever occurs first. '"'ne law enforcer:ten t academy 

17 council shall adopt rules pursuant to ~1apter seventeen A 

18 ( 1 1 A) of the Code relating to L1e approval of tae .wurs of 

19 education. 

20 Sec. 3. Chapter t~ree hundred sixty-four (364), Code 1~77, 

21 is amended ny adding tne following new section: 

22 NEH SECTIOiJ. LAd E:-<FORCEMI:t~T OFFICi..:R AGE IU:.QUIRLMI::NTS. 

23 A person shall not be employed as a law enforcement off~cer, 
24 as defined in section eighty B point t.1ree (<lOu. 3), su..,section 

2 5 tnree ( 3) , of the Coue! by a city unless tna t persor. is at 

26 least twenty-one years of age, or is at least elgilteen years 

27 of age and nas complete<.< at least sixty semester ,1ours or 

28 tne equivalent of education at an accredited institution of 

2 9 nigner learning, wnic.1ever occurs first. '.C.1e law enforcement 

30 academy council shall adopt rules pursuant to cnapter seventeen 

31 A ( 17A) of the Coue relating to t:.1e approval of t:1e nours 

32 of education. 

33 Sec. 4. The provisions of t..~is Act shall not apply to 

34 any person employed by a county as a deputy sheriff or oy 

35 a city as a law enforcement officer, as defined in section 
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~ 1 eighty l:l point t.1reu (J0.3.3), subsection tnrec (3), of trlC 

2 Code, on December 31, 1j7~. 

3 Sec. S. Suctionc; one (1), two (2), unci tnruu (3) of t.1is 

4 Act arc effective January 1, 1~7~. 

5 J.;XPLA;,A'l'IO.'l 

6 'l'Olis 0ill requires t.1at police offices 1n cities governed 

7 by civil service be at least twenty-one years of age. 
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