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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the authority of the attorney general with 

2 respect to prosecutions of public offenses in the district 

3 court. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOh'A: 
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Section 1. section thirteen point tv;o (13.2), subsectio:1 

two (2), Code i977, is aJnended to read as follows: 

2. Prosecute and defend in any other court or tribunal, 

all actions and proceedings, civil or criminal, in whicll the 

state may be a party or 1nterested, when, 1n his or her 

judgment, the interest of the state requires such action, 

or when requested to do so by the governor., executive council, 

or general assenilily; provided that the attorney general shall 

not, absent specific statutory authority to :>rosecutc a 

§pccific public offense, prosecute i11 tha district court any 

public offense unless requested to do so by the county attorney 

in whose county the offense is alleqed to have occurred, o~ 

unless the district court for the county in which the offense 

is alleged to have occurred certifies that the cour1tv attornc.:v 

1s incapac1tated by conflict of i:oterest. 

Sec. 2. Section thirteen point two (13.2), subsection 

~cvc11 {7), Code 1977 is amended to read as fol.lows: 

7. Sti~e~~tge-ee~~ey-a~ee~~e~s-~fi-tt~±-~e~te~~-~e~~tl±~±~~ 

~e-the-dti~±e~- e.f -the±~-ef.£ iees7 -e:r16- f~effl F rou1 time to t.imc 

20 ~e req~ire of ~keffi county attor::eys reports as to th0 conditj.on 

21 of public J.>usi:oess entrusted to their charge. 

22 Sec. 3. Section sixty-eight B point nine (688.9), Code 

23 1977, is ~~ended to read as follows: 

24 08!3. 9 ACTIONS co:··'L'1ENCED. Actions to er1fO!:"CC the provi.::;ions 

2 5 of this chapter may be conunenced hy any legal reslde,-;t of 

2 6 the state of Iowa \-.rho is eighteer-1 years of d'Je or mo~e at 

2 7 the tine o.f co1mnenc ing the action or by the a~~e~~~y-~el'"le't'tti 

28 county attorney. 

29 Sec. 4. This Act shall take effect January 1, 1979. 

30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill would limit the existing authority of the attorney 

32 general to prosecute criminal actionR in district court by 

33 providi.ng that the attorney general shall not p~osecute any 

34 of those actions unless ( 1) a statute er:~po\·:ers the attorney 
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35 ge:oeral to prosecute a specific offense, or (2) the county 41 
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attorney requires the attorney general to prosecute an offense, 

or (3) the district court certifies that the county attorney 

is incapacitated in a specific action because of conflict 

of interest. The bill also deletes the supervisory powers 

of the attorney general over county attorneys and strikes 

the authority of the attorney general to prosecute actions 

under chapter 68B of the Code, relating to conflicts of 

interest. 
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