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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to judicial review of commerce commission 

actions pursuant to rate regulatory powers over public 

utilities. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IO'i'IA: 

CP8·1il'}l 12/71. 



s.F. )..O<JI H. F. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Section 1. Section four hundred seventy-six point thirteen 

(li76.13), 

li76.13 

code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

JUDICIAL REVIEW. , . Judicial review of actions of the commiss1on may be 

5 sought 1n accordance with the tE::rms of the Iowa administrative 

6 procedure Act. 

7 £o~-;~~~e±~i-rev±ew-moy-be-£i%ed-i~-tne-d±5t~~et-eo~rt-o~ 

a a~y-eetinty-w~e~e±n-tne-order-of-tfte-eo~t5s±o~-or-seffie-~~rt 
9 tftereof-is-te-tct~e-ef~eet7 

10 2. ~otwithstanding the terrns of the Iowa administrative 

11 proced~re Act, when such act1cn is Jursuant to rate regulatory 

12 powers over oublic ~tlllties, the a~encv act1on shell not 

13 be subicc~ !:o ~~di~ial review u~til all aqe!1CV rernedi0s have 

14 been exhausted ~n6 a dec1sion orescribinc rates has baen 

rende !·t:'..J. 

l 6 3. 

17 pt·oce:C~i..lr''::' i\Ct, ~)~OCt?.~~:,;.:_~·:::·. for -t·.zdlci..ll rr.;oview Of C0~:1lSSi:J:1 

18 c1c:-~ v~,_:~~st.J:~1~ t::- ~at0 re~n.:latot~·.; ::'low·ers OVL!l" p~b:ic ~ti.l i t_j L~S 

;9 si1all h~"" :..:11l~-~t<·d ;;\' .(il.i:-:c.; .J. p·.::tl"C.iO!"~ !or iudicia.l !.""~V.~.ev.' 

2C with ~h~ s~~rl:~~ Coitrt n~ Io~a. 

2 1 

23 

2 {; 

Lt. 

t·"" rev:~···~·-,\- ~c•t0·1 
-~- -~.!:....__-~ ~· - -. 
. . . 
L'l0 co~~1~s1o~ nr ~0 

to rut2 recula~orv ~;ow~rs oL 

25 l.ntt:::l:f.._:.J:e wi;:h t~~ co::·:"~tis--:-:icr. i:1 the- perfor~G!!CC of it.s 

26 offici~l dJi:ies, exccot for the Su!Jr~~~ Co~rt tc) th~ extent 

2 7 speci fiL"'c: D:: thiz cha_p-:.er and by the judicial !.·evi.cw PI:OVlSl(;'~::> 

28 of the Iowa ad~•inistrat1ve procedure Act which do not c0nfl1c~ 

29 '-''lth th1s scct.:ion. 

30 Sec. 2. Section seventeen A point nineteen (17A. i9), sub-

31 section one (1), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

32 

33 

• 
I • A person or par·t;: who has exhausted all adeqtJatc admi.n-

istrative remedies and wi1o is aoarievcd or advcrsclu affected 
- ~ J 

34 by any final usency actio:\ 1s entitled tv judicial review 

35 thereof under this chapter. When agency action is pursuant 

_,_ 

f" Do •• 'o • 

• 

• 

• 



S.F . .:?Oif/ H.F. 

l to rate regulatory powers over !"ttbi:te-~:~~H::t~i:.,g-6 .. common 

2 carriers and the aggrievement or adverse effect is to the 

3 rates or charges of a pttb%:te-tt~i%i~y-o .. common carrier, the 

4 agency action shall not 1>0 final unti.l all agency remed1es 

5 hav~ been exhausted and a decision prescribing rates which 

~satisfy the requirements of those provisions of thtO Coue has 

7 been rendered. A preliminary, procedural or intermediate 

8 agency action is immediately reviewable if .~11 ;,dequate 

9 administrative remedies have been exhausted and review of 

10 the final agency action would not provide an adequate remedy. 

ll If a declaratory ruling has not been rendered within thirty 

12 days after the filing of a petit1on therefor under section 

13 17A.9, or if the agency declines to issue such a declaratory 

14 ruling after receipt of a petition therefor, any admin1strative 

15 remedy available under sect.ion 17A.9 shall b•J deemed inadequate 

16 or exhausted. 

17 Sec. 3. This Act is effective .July 1, 1979. 

l g EXPLA.'JAT I 0:-1 

19 This b1ll provides tha>:. judicial review of Iowa corr:merce 

20 corrJT;ission actions pursuant. to rate-regulatory powers over 

21 public utilities may be had only in the supreme court. 

22 Existing revie\v of such commission acl:icns by the distr1ct 

23 courts is abolishec. Judic1al rev1e\v proce0d1ngs before the 

24 supreme court would be conducted pursuant to the Administrative 

2 5 Procedure Act. The bill is proposed by the commerce colllr:lission 

26 for th& purpose of eliminating multiple appeals in rate cases, 

27 thereby expediting the appeal process and saving time and 

28 money for both the state and utility C'-lstomers. 
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