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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act providing that certain people may request exemption 

2 from jury duty. 
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 2067 

S-5109 

1 
2 
3 

Amend Senate File 2067 as follo~Ts: 

1. ?age 1, by striking lines 22 th~ouch 33. 
2. Page 2, by st=iking li~es 11 throu;h 17. 
3. By renumbering sections to confocr.:to this 

5 amendment. 
4 

S-5109 FILED ?f/..Y ?;;, (f ,-_,_;' 
JAlW.o<RY 30, 1978 

BY RICHARD F. DRAKE 

SENATE FILE 2067 

S-5268 
1 Amend senate File 2067 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 22 through 33. 
3 2. Page 2, line 1, by striking the words "UPON 
4 RgOUEST" • 
5 3. Page 2, by striking line 6. 
6 4. Page 2, by inserting after line 10 the following 
7 new unnumbered paragraph: 
8 "Practicing attorneys are exempt from liability 
9 to act as jurors." 

10 S. Page 2, by striking lines 11 through 17. 

S-5268 FILED w,;/.<7 .sj_; ( 1/ s-4 <r) 
MARCH l, 1978 

BY GENE GLENN, Chairperson 
COMMITTEE ON Jl~ICIARY 

C:PD-t61it 12/72 
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1 Section 1. Section twenty-nine A point forty-one (29A.41), 

2 Codo 1977, is amended to read as followst 

3 29A.41 EXEI-iPTIO:-J FROM JURY AND OTHER EXGtPTIONS. Every 

4 officer and enlisted person of the national guard while in 

5 active state service shall be exempt from jury duty if he 

6 or she requests an exemption. No member of the national guard 

7 shall be arrested7 or served with any summons, order, war-

8 rant or other civil process after having been ordered to any 

9 duty, or while going to, attending, or returning from, any 

10 place to which the officer or enlisted person is required 

11 to go for military duty. Nothing herein shall prevent the 

12 officer's or enlisted person's arrest by order of a military 

13 officer or for a felony or breach of the peace committed while 

14 not in the actual performance of the officer's or enlisted 

15 person's duty. The articles of equipment personally owned 

16 by such members shall be exempt from seizure or sale for debt. 

17 Every member of the national guard who has faithfully served 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

the full term of the member's commission, warrant or 

enlistment, shall, upon application, be entitled to an 

honorable discharge, exempting the member from military duty 

except in time of war or public danger. 

Sec. 2. Section one hundred two point one (102.1), Code 

1977, is amended to read as follows: 

102.1 EXEHPTIONS OF MEMBERS. Any person while an active 

member of any fire engine, hook and ladder, hose, or any other 

company for the extinguishment of firey or the protection 

of property at fires, which is under the control of the 

28 corporate authorities of any city7 shall be exempt from serv~ng 

29 as a juror if he or she requests an exemption. Any person 

30 who has been an active member of such company in any city 

31 as aforesaid, and has faithfully discharged fi±s duties as 

32 such for the term of ten years, shall thereafter be exempt 

33 from serving as a juror if he or she request an exemption. 

34 Sec. 3. Section six hundred seven point two (607.2), Code 

35 1977 Supplement, is amended to read as follows: 
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1 607.2 EX~~PTION UPO~ REQUEST. The 

2 exempt from liability to act as jurors 

3 exemption: 

following persons are 

if they request an 

4 1. Persons holding office under the laws of the United 

5 States or of this state. 

6 2. Practicing attorneys. 

7 3. Persons conscientiously opposed to acting as a juror 

8 because of religious faith. 

9 4. An officer or enlisted person of the national guard 

10 while in active state service. 

11 5. A person while an active rrember of a fire engine, hook 

12 and ladder, hose, or other company for the extinguishment 

13 of fire or the protection of property at fires which is under 

14 the control of the corporate authorities of a city. A person 

15 who has been an active member of such a company and who has 

16 faithfully discharged his or her duties for the term of ten 

17 years . 

18 Sec. 4. Section six hundred nine point two (609.2), Code 

19 

20 
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35 

1977, is amended by striking subsection three (3). 

Sec. 5. Section six hundred nine point twenty (609.20), 

Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

609.20 TH!E FOR DRAWING. Petit jurors shall be drawn 

by the ex officio commission at the office of the clerk of 

the district court. The court may by order prescribe the 

time for such dra,.-ling. The clerk shall notify the jurors 

thus drawn of their selection and of their obigation to report 

for service when called unless they are eligible for and 

request the exemption provided for in section six hundred 

seven 90int t'..;o (607. 2) of the Code Supplement. 

Sec. 6. Section six hundred nine point twenty-two (609.22), 

Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

609.22 DRAWING OF PETIT JURORS. The members of the ex 

officio jury commission or a majority thereof, shall meet 

at the ti.ne and place fixed and shall draw from the petit 

jury box the required number of names of persons to serve 
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1 as P·~ tit jurors, and the persons whose narr.es ar:c so drawn 

2 shall constitute the petit ju.16 ors ~le~. thev_ are ~ig.ible 

3 for and request the _exemption pr_<:?v~ded for i~-~~_c_!:_i,~~_0x 

4 hundrec seven noint cwo (607 .2) of the Code Suye>lcr.lcnt. 

Sec. 7. This Act is effective January 1, 1979. 

6 EXPLANATIO:'I 

7 This bill eliminates all automatic exemptions from jury 

8 duty. It provides that the following peo9le '~ill be exempt 

9 from jury duty 1 but only if they request the exemption: 

10 1. Persons holding a state or federal office. 

11 2. Practicing attorneys. 

12 3. Persons conscientiously opposed to acting as a juror 

13 because of religious faith. 

14 4. hn officer or enlisted person of the national guard 

15 while in active state service. 

16 5. A person while an active member of a fire engine, hook 

17 and ladder, hose, or other company for the extinguishment 

18 of fire or the protection of property at fires. A person 

19 who has been an active member of such a company and who has 

20 faithfully discharged his or her duties for the term of ten 

21 years. 

22 The bill \vould bring the Code in line with Rule 187(f) 

23 of the Rules of Civil Procedure which states: "Exemption 

24 from jury service is not a ground of challenge, but the 

2 S privilege of the person exempt." 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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SENATE FIL.E 2067 

S-5350 

~~~----~--~~~-~.o~nd Senate File 2067 as follows: 
DivC 2 1. Page l, by striking lines 22 through 33. -----o.,i---_,.- ?age 2, line 1, by striking the words "~ 

4 REQVEST". 
5 3. Page 2, by striking line 6 and inserting in lieu 
6 thereof the following: 
7 t'i~--?~ae~±e~nq-e~te~~~~~T'' 

Div.B 

8 4. Page 2, by inserting after line 10 the following 
9 ne'll unnumbered parag::-aph: 

10 "Practicing attcrneys are exempt from liability 
tc act as ~urors .. " ----~--~1~1--~~ -

,.,;" .l\ 12 5. ?age 2, by striking lines 11 through 17. 
1 3 6. By ::en umbering the subsections to conform •,o~i th 
14 this ~~end~enc. 

S-5350 FILED 
MARCil 14, l97S 
DIV. ;>..LOST (f,:--¢5'! 

DIV 3 & C - ADOPTED (f $"<1-') 

BY GENE GLE~N, C~AIR?ERSON 
COMMITTEE ON JUD!C!ARY 
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S G 
s ... ,. ru. 2067 

tat~ - o~ent: Monr~, Chair; A.:'ouJd and Harvey. 
SENATE FILE [,Qj, 1 
By DRAKE 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 13, 1978) 

Passed Senate, Date ------- Passed House, Date ---------
Vote: Ayes _________ Nays ________ __ Vote: Ayes _______ _ Nays _______ _ 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act providing that certain people may request exemption 

2 from jury duty. 
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Section 1. Section t\1Cnty-nine A point forty-one (29A.41), 

Code 1~77, is amendeu to rcau as follows: 

2~!\. 41 EXE~!P'I'I0/1 FI{O~! JuRY Ai~D O'l'HER J::Xl::HP'.l'IO"iS. Every 

officer and enlisteu person of the national guard while in 

active state service shall be exempt from jury duty if 11e 

or she requests an exemption. i,jo member of t.1e national guaro 

snall be arresteJ7 or served witil any summons, oraer, lvar

rant or otner civil process after aaving been ordered to any 

duty, or while going to, attending, or returning from, any 

place to whicn ~te officer or enlisted person is required 

to go for military uuty. Notning herein shall !)revent tne 

officer's or enlisted person's arrest by order of a military 

officer or for a felony or breac,l of tne peace committed while 

not in b~e actual performance of Lte officer's or enlisted 

person's duty. Tne articles of equipment personally owned 

by such members shall be exempt from seizure or sale for debt. 

Every member of the national guara wno itas fait.tfully served 

t.1e full term of b•e member's commission, warrant or 

enlistment, shall, upon application, be entitled to an 

nonorable discharge, exempting ~te member from military duty 

except in time of war or puolic danger. 

Sec. 2. Section six hundred seven point two (b07.2), Code 

1977 Supplement, is amended to reau as follows: 

60 7. 2 LXEMP'I'Imi. The following persons are exempt from 

liability to act as jurors if t.1ey request an exemption: 

1. Persons holuing office under the laws of the United 

States or of this state. 

~.--P~ee~~e±n~-e~~erneys~ 

~ 2. Persons conscientiously opposed to acting as a juror 

oecause of religious faith. 

3. An officer or enlisteu person of t.1e national guard 

while in active state service. 

Practicing attorneys are exempt from liability to act as 

jurors. 

4. i\ person wnile an active mePilier of a fire eng1.ne, aook 
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1 and ladder, ;10sc, or otner company for t.1c extinguis,lment 

2 of fire or tl1e protection of property at fires wnic,, is under 

3 tne control of t.le corporate aut.writics of a city. l\ person 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

.,.,,lO nas neen an active member of suc.l a cor.1pany aad who has 

faithfullv disc:<arged nis or ner duties for tne term of ten 

years. 

Sec. 3. Section six nui1dreu nine point two (609.2), Code 

1977, is amended by striking subsection tnree (3). 

Sec. 4. Section six ;l<.mdreJ nine point t>venty (60~.20), 

Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

609.20 Tn;r; FOR !JRA\Hl<G. Petit jurors snall oe drawn 

by the ex officio comission at tne office of tae clerk of 

the district court. Tne court may uy order prescribe tne 

time for sucn Jrawing. T11e cler~.; snall notify tne jurors 

~lUS drawn of their selection and of tneir obigation to report 

for service when callea unless tney are eligible for and 

17 request the exemption provided for in section six nunureu 

~ 18 seven point two (G07.2) of L~e Code Supple~ent. 

1 9 Sec. 5. Section six ;1unared nine point t-,.,enty-two (609 .22), 

20 Cocie 1977, is amendeu to read as follows: 

21 609.22 DRAI'I'ING OF PLTIT JuRORS. The members of tne ex 

2 2 officio jury commission or a majority t.1ereof, snall meet 

23 at tne time and place fixed ana snall draw from tne petit 

24 jury box tne required number of names of persons to serve 

2 5 as petit jurors, anu L1e persons whose names are so drawn 

2 6 snall constitute the petit jurors unless ti1ey are eligible 

27 for and request the exemption provideu for in section six 

28 nundred seven point two (u07.2) of the Code Supplement. 

2 9 Sec. G. T11is Act is effective January 1, 1 ':17\1. 

3 0 EXPLAAA'l'ION 

31 This bill eliminates all automatic exemptions from jury 

32 duty. It provides that t~e following people will be exempt 

33 from jury duty, but only if tney request the exemption: 

34 1. Persons holding a state or federal office. 

35 2. Practicing attorneys. 

-2-



S • F • :/01. 1 H. F. 

1 
3. Persons conscientiously opposeu to acting as a Juror 

2 .Jccause vf religious f<Jit.l. 

3 
11. ,\n officer or enlistcu ;,>erson of tHe national guard 

4 while in active state service. 

5 
~. A person while an active member of a fire engine, nook 

6 dnd lauc:ier, ,,ose, or oti1er company for the extinguisnment 

7 of fire or the protection of property at fires. A person 

8 wno has been an active member of sue, I a company anci who nas 

9 
faithfully discnarged ;1is or ,1er duties for tne term of ten 

10 years. 
1 1 T.1e bill would bring tne Coae in line wi ti> Rule 1 b 7 (f) 

12 of tile Rules of Civil Procedure wnici1 states: "l:xemption 

1
3 

from jury service is not a ground of c.1allenge, i.Jut t.1e 

14 privilege of the person exempt." 
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