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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the perfection and enforcement of 

2 mechanics' liens. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

SENAn FIL£ 2039 

S-5218 

1 Amend senate File 2039 aa follows: 
2 · 1. Page l, line 12, by inserting after the word 
3 ulien ... ·" the following: "and 
4 3. -'-A statement that notiCe of the lien was mailed 
5 by restricted ce~fied mail to the owner, agent or 
6 trustee:". 
7 2. Paqe 1, by striking lines 16 through 18 and 
8 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "Code, 
9 notice of the lien to the owner, agent or trustee 

10 shall be by restricted certiiied mail and such notice 
11 shall be ma1led pr1or to filing w1th the clerk of 
12 the district court the ver1fied statement or account 
13 provided for in this section of the Code." 
14 3. Page l, h.ne 25, by stJ:J.nng the liqure 11 l-978u 
lS and inserting in lieu thereof the figure ul979 11 • 

S-5218 FILED &'~r<(_,p.di~8Y GE~E W. GLENN, CHAIRPERSON 
FEBRUARY 21 1978 ~h-.a~ CO~~MITTEE ON JTJDICIARY 

·~ ....... r.........;.,.; ·'/ .s· --"~ ...<:_ -r- v 
,;/..;£' 



l Section 1. Section five hundred seventy-two point ci<;ht 

2 (572.8), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

J 572.8 PERFECTION OF LIEN. Every person who wishes to 

4 avail himself of a mechanic's lien sllall file with th" clerk 

S of the district court of the county in which the building, 

6 land, or improvement to be charged with the lien is situated 

7 a verified statement or account of the demand due him, after 

8 allowing all credits, setting forth: 

9 1. The time \vhen such material was furnished or labor 

10 performetl, and when completed.-; and 

1! 2. The correct description of the property to be charged 

·l2with tile lien-:-; 

·13 And the person shall give written notice thereof to the 

li•Owner, agent or trustee. Except as otherwise provided in 

15 section five hundred seventy-two point ten (572.10) of the 

16 Code, the person shall give such notice by causing delivery 

17 within five days after the date of filing by first class mail, 

l&rest~icted delivery, return receipt to the person reauested. 

l'i Failure to give notice as required by this section shall 

20 defeat the lien. 

21 Sec. 2. This Act shall not apply to any lien arising under 

22 section five hundred seventy-two point t\vo (572. 2) of the 

2.3 Code pursuant to an original contract between an owner, agent, 

24 or trustee and a contractor which was executed prior to January 

.- ... 25 1, 1978. 

26 EXPLANATION 

27 This bill provides that a contractor or subcontractor must 

28 give \vritten notice to a property owner of the filing of a 

29 lien claim within five days after the claim is filed with 

30 the court clerk. Notice shall be given by restricted delivery 

31 mail. Failure to give notice defeats the lien. 
32 
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Amend Senate File 2039 as follows: 
1. By striking everything after the enacting 

clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
"Section 1. Section five hundred seventy

two point eight (572.8), Code 1977, is amended by 
striking the section and inserting in lieu thereof 
the following: 

572.8 PERFECTION OF LIEN. 
A person may perfect a mechanics lien by: 
1. Filing with the clerk of the district 

court of the county in which the building, land, or 
improvement to be charged with the lien is situated 
a verified statement or account of the demand due 
the person, after allowing all credits, setting 
forth: 

(a.) The time when such material was 
furnished or labor performed, and when completed, and 

(b.) The correct description of the pro
perty to be charged with the lien, and 

(c.) A statement that notice of the 
filing of the statement or accountwas mailed by re
·stricted certi"fied mail to the owner, agent or 
trustee; and · · 

2. Giving written notice of the filing of 
the statement or account as set out in subsection 
one (1) to ~~e owner, agent or trustee. Except as 
otherwise provided in section five hundred seventy
two point ten (572.10), of the Code, the notice to 
the owner, agent or trustee shall be by restricted 
certified mail and such notice shall be mailed 
prior to filing with the clerk of the district 
court the verified statement or account provided 
for in this section of the Code. 

Sec. 2. This Act shall not apply to any lien 
arising under section five hundred seventy-two 
point two (572.2) of the Code pursuant to an original 
contract between an owner, agent, or trustee and a 
contractor which was executed prior to January 1, 
1979." 

S-5262 FILED & ADOPTED 1(t •1/s) BY 
FEBRUARY 28, 1978 

EARL M. WILLITS 
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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the perfection and enforcement of 

2 mechanics' liens. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ~03'f H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section five .tundre<.i s~venty-two point eignt 

2 (572.8), Coue 1977, is amendcu by striking tne section and 

3 inserting in lieu ti1ereof t;le following: 

4 ':i 72. 8 PERFECTIO.l OF .L.IL.'. 

5 A person may perfect a mecnanics lien by: 

6 1. Filing with th.e clerk of s:1.e district court of t.1e 

7 county in which the building, land, or improvement to be 

8 cnarged witn the lien is situated a verified statement or 

9 account of t11e demand due bte person, after allowing all 

10 credits, setting fortn: 

11 a. Tne time when such material was furnished or labor 

12 performed, and when completea, and 

1 3 o. Tne correct description of t:1.e property to be cnarged 

14 with the lien, and 

15 c. A statement that notice of ~~e filing of the statement 

16 or account was maileu i.>y re3tricted certifi.ed mail to the 

17 owner, asent or trusteei and 

18 2. Giving written notice of tne filing of t;1e statement 

19 or account as set out in subsection one ( 1) to t~1e owner, 

20 agent or trustee. l:xccgt as otnerwise provided in section 

21 five hundred seventv-two point ten (:,72.1J), of t;le Code, 

22 tne notice to the owner, agent or trustee shall be oy 

23 restricted certifieu mail and sucn notice shall be mailed 

24 grior to filing witi1 the clerk of the district court tne 

25 verified statement or account provided for in tnis sect~o~ 

26 of the Code. 

27 Sec. 2. 'i'.>is Act snall not apply to any lien arisinq under 

28 section five hundred seventy-two point two (527.2) of the 

29 Code pursuant to an original contract i.>etween an m-mer, agent, 

30 or trustee and a contractor which was executed prior to January 

31 11 1979. 

32 EXPLA.<ATIO.'l 

33 Tnis bill provides tnat a contractor or subcontractor must 

34 give written notice to a property owner of the filing of a 

35 lien claim within five days after ~1e lien is filed with the 
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S.F. !)#,J' H.F • 

• 1 court clerk. .~otice shall be given oy restricted delivery 

2 mail. Failure to give notice defeats the lien. 
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