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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the form of the ballot for public employee 

representation elections, voting requirement for such 

elections, and the duration of collective bargaining 

agreements. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IO\•ii ( ~ 
,~..,...} 

SENATE FILE 393 

.5-3592 
1 ~.end Senate File 393 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 2 through page 2, 
3 line 4 and inserting in lieu ~,ereof the following: 
4 "subsection two (2), Code 1977, is ~~ended to read as 
5 follows: 
6 2. If a majority of the ~oees-e~~t-o~-~he-~~~~t 
7 ~~e~t%en-±~-~~-~he-~e9~t±~e,-eh~-~~~r~e-e~~;eyees-~~e:: 
8 ne~-be-re~resented-~y~an-em~:o~ee-orqe~~~~t~on~--~~-~ 
9 ma;o~~~y-oE-t~e-~ote~-eas~-on-the-f±r~~-~~e~tio~-~s-~~ 

'·h 

10 the-a£H:~l!\at:-re Public employees who could be reoresent.ed 
ll by an employee organization vote ir. t~e affi~mative on 
12 the fi=st auestion, then the employee organizatio~ receiving 
13 a majority of the votes cast on the second question shall 
14 represent t~e public ernp:oyees !n an appropriate bar-
15 gaining unit. If a majoritv of the ~ublic emolovees 
16 who could be =epresented by an emplovee organization do 
17 not vote i~ the af~ir~ative en the first question, ~~e 
lS public emcloyees shall not be represented by an employee 
19 orc:aoi.zaticn. u 

2a 2. Renumber sections as necessary. 

S-3592 F:~E:) & !.OS'i' (~ 'St.J} oY C.".!..V:~ 0. Ht:L-;:.)1.1:,.'1 
~!r.Y 13, l.9i7 



S . F . .313 H . F. 

1 Section 1. Section t\·len ty !JOint fifteen ( 2Cl. 1 :>) , 

2 sLillsections one ( 1) and two (2), Code 1977, are amended to 

3 read as follows: 

4 1. Upon t:w (iling of a petition for certificat1.on of 

., an employee organization, the board shall submit 1!.we-tJtles1!.:i:e!'\s 

() a question to L1e puolic employees at an election ln an ap-

7 propriate bargaining unit. The f±,.s~ question on tC!e ballot 

S s:1all pe rni t tl1e public employees to de~e-!"ft\'i!'1e-w"te~i;!e.,--e,-

9 ~e~-stiefi-~~:~~±:i:e-effi~~eyees-aes~,-e-e~e~t~s±ve-he,.~e:i:~:i:~~ 

.. ~ !'ef",.e9e!'\'totie~-:--I£'fle-9eee,d-<'jtlest-ien-e!'1-tf\e-l:>e%±et-sfla~-l:-~ist 
'·• 
il vote Eor no bargainina reoresentation or for any employee 

: 2 ory-anization \v:'licn has petitioned for certificatio" or waici1 

1 ·; i1as roresenteJ proof satisfactory to the board of support of 

,1 , tcm percent or more of ti1e public employees in the appropriate 

15 unit. 

2 • 16 If a majority of tne votes cast on t:1e fi.,-st question 

17 is ±rt-~!-te-ne~e~:i:ve for no bargaining ro;:>res3n ta tion, ti1e 

18 I_:>unlic employees si1all not oe represented 'oy an employee 

19 organization. If a majority of the votes cast on the fi,-st 

20 question is iH-tfie-aii~~etive for a listed employee 

2 1 organization, then the employee organization -!"eeei¥in~-a 

22 ~a;e,.±ty-ef-tfie-vetes-eest-en-tfie-seeoHd-tJtlest±oH s~all 

2) represent the public employees in an appropriate bargaining 

2L. unit. 

25 Sec. 2. Section bventy point fifteen (20.15), subsections 

26 three (3) and five (5), Code 1977, are amended to read as 

2 7 follows: 

28 3. If none of the choices on the ballot receive the vote 

29 of a majority of ~1e public employees wfie-eoti~d-~e-~e~e~eHeee 

30 b~-en-ei!IJ:>-l:eyee-e,-'3'an:i:~aoe-iofl voting, L'le board s:1all conduct 

31 a runoff election among the two choices receiving the greatest 

32 number of votes. 

5. Upon completion of a valid election in \·1:1ich the 

3~ majority choice of tne employees wfle-eoti~d-ee-~el"~eseftted 

35 ~y-an-em~~eyee-e.,-~en-i2et:i:en voting is determined, the board 
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S.F. ~?3 H.F. 

• 1 shall certify ti1e results of the election and shall give 

~'""· 

2 reasonaole notice of the order to all employee organizations 

3 l1sted on tlle ballot, the public employers, and the public 

4 employees in the appropriate bargaining unit. 

s Sec. 3. Section twenty point fifteen (20.15), subsection 

6 six (6), Code 1977, is a,-nended to read as follm.,rs: 

7 6. A petition for certification as an exclusive bargain-

S ing representative shall not be considered by the board for 

0 a period of one year from the date of the certification or 

10 nonccrtification of an exc:usive bargaining representative 

ll or during the duration of a collective bargaining agreement 

l2 whicn shall not exceed two years. A collective bargaining 

i3 agreement with the state, its boards, commissions, departments, 

14 and agencies shall be for t\va years and the effective date 

15 of any such agreement shall be July ~ first of odd-numbered 

16 years, provided that if an exclusive bargaining representative 

17 is certified on a date which t.,rill prevent the neqotia tion 

1 8 of a collective bargaining agreement prior to July first of 

19 odd-numbered years for a period of two years, the certified 

20 collective bargaining representative may negotiate a one year 

21 contract \>"ith a public employer which silall be effective from 

22 July first of the even-numbered year to July first of the 

23 succeeding odd-numbered year when new contracts shall become 

24 effective. However, if a petition for decertification is 

25 filed during the duration of a collective bargaining agreement, 

26 the board shall award an election under this section not more 

27 than one hundred eighty days nor less than one hundred fifty 

28 days prior to the expiration of the collective bargaining 

29 agreement. If an employee organization is decertified, the 

30 board may receive petitions under section 20.1ij, provided 

31 that no such petition and no election conducted pursuant to 

32 such petition within one year from decertification shall 

33 include as a party the decertified employee organization. 

34 EXPLk.'iATION 

35 This bill deletes L~e double issue ballot in favor of a 

-2-
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S . F. 37 3 H . F. 

l ~allot question listing the alternatives of no represe~tation 

2 and the one or more employee organizatio:-~s qualifying to be 

3 votec.l on by bargaining unit employees, changes the voting 

4 requirements for public employee representation elections 

5 from a majority of the employees eligible to vote to a majority 

6 of those voting, and revises the t\vo-year requirement for 

7 state collective bargaining agreements to allmv a one-year 

8 contract in those instances where a collective bargaining 

9 representative is initially certified and there is not 

10 sufficient time to negotiate a contract within the time 

11 limitations in the present law. 

12 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

S-3596 

3 

~~e~d Senate File 393 as =ollcws: 
1. ?age l, by i~se~~i~q before li~~ _, ~~e 

- -~- 1.....1 =c llO".-i i~g: 
' 1 

5 
j 

''Section 1. Sec~i~n 
s~bsec~io~ =o~r (4), Code 
as =ol:o·..;s: 

twe~ty poi~~ t~=ee (20.3; 
:9i7, ~s a~e~Cec t~ =ead 

:.o 
ll 
:z 
:.3 
' ' _., 

S-3596 FILED 
~·!,.;'{ 13, 19i7 
RU!,ED CUT OF ORDER (;r. ,-o.) 
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H-4284 

s-3597 

File 3?3 as ~cllc~s: 
2 1. ?age 2, hy st:i~i~; li~e 16 and i~se~ti~g i~ 
J lie!.! -::-~erec:f the :cll.Ct•_~in<;; 'I years. :!c~.·e\.·e:: .. :!. f 

5 :.:.s ~ca~-:.s, co:-:-._-:-~~ss:.~:-.~, C.e;a~:.::-.e::-::s; Q::: 2.::;:;:-.c; as 
6 ~s r:c:_ a~:-ee=. '...4~C:. :;y .:..;:;r:.~ ::rst· c: -::::e ::~a::- ~:: ' .. :~ic:t 

~~ is =~ ~a;:e e~~ect, ~~e ac=ee~e~t s~all ~eco~e 

SENATE FILE 393 

1 Amend Senate File 393, as passed by the Senate, 
2 as follo"Ts: 
3 1. Page 1, line 26, by inserting before the word 
4 "three" the word and number "two (2),". 
5 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 27 the follow-
6 ing: 
7 "2. If a majority of the votes cast on the first 
8 question is in the negative, the public employees 
9 shall not be represented by an employee organization. 

10 If a majority of the votes cast on the first question 
11 is in the affirmative, then the employee organization 
12 receiving a majority of the votes cast on the second 
13 question shall represent the public employees in an 
14 appropriate bargaining unit. If a majority of ~~e 
15 votes cast on the first cruestion is in the affirmative 
16 but the majority is not more than twenty-five percent 
17 of the public ernoloyees who could vote on the question, 
18 the auestion shall fail. Also, if a majority of the 
19 votes cast for ~~ emolo ee or anization under this 
20 subsect~on or subsection three 3) of th~s.sect~on 
21 does not exceed twenty five percent of the votes '"hich 
22 could be cast by oublic ~levees eligible for the 
23 elect~on, ~~e ernolo ee oroan~zation shall not be 
24 certif~ed under subsection five 5 of this section.• 

H-4284 FILED- ;;;(~ BY DAGGETT of Adams 
MAY 19, 1977 /• ·""'lc) 

H-4287 SENATE FILE 393 

1 Amend Senate- File- 393 ____ ---- -
2 as follows: ' as passed by the--S~t~~--
~ l . 1 • By striking page 1, line 2 

~ne·4. 5 through page 2, 
5 2. Alnend the title l. 
6 the words" · ' _l.nes 2 and 3 by str·k· 
7 ' vot~g reau~rement· £ ' ~ ~ng 
8 3. By renumbering sections t or such elections,•. 

amendment. . o conform to this 

H-4287 FILED w J t ·---·---------
MAY 19, 1977 . 'f..l·""-!BY DAGGETT of Adams 
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St:~ll\T:; F I LI'. -~ 1 3 

A~ ,\CT 

~CI.J\TlN<i 10 ·r11:: F,JIU1 O.i:' 'I'Hf.: BALLO'f fOE< ~UbC.l.C t:t-!l'L()l'l.'.::: 

Hl:f.'i\l:!).l;:;r:.TlO't I:L£C'fl.ONS, \'<J'fWG kliQUI:Ui.'IF.UT Fl.•H !)l'(:J 

1.1.1-:C'IZO:~S. AND 't1lF. OIJMTIOK OJ-' COLLP.C'flV:·: JlJ~I~.'\:Uii~G 

liGf,E!:I-IJ:NT~. 

IL ['f Y.l~ACTBD !~\" 'flll·: GF.O'IER;L :-..s~;l-:t-tiH.'l OF 1.'111-: !i.'J',\'rf: Oi-' 1(:.".-,1;.,: 

S•H:t:i.v:l 1. 5'-!clinn twont.y )>oin•.:. fifteon (J.I').1S), 

sub~>octior.!.> or,u (\} a:ld t·..,ou (2), Co:lc 1')"17, dr~ ."".lt""A..!nd-:d ':o 

:-,1,l.d '.t.<> follow:;: 

1. UFon t:h8 tll.ing of n yct.iti,.,n fo1· ccJ'tifici:J.tj,"):-1 0f 

an ~~tn!Jloyce organi:r.att·.m, Lho! oo:u-d slt:lll !':Uh:11i r. twe-.,tte~t:itH'l~ 

~-..::.i.~~t:_!_o.n to U<<1 publ.!.c ~.lllployee:. .lt an election \.n 11n aJ~

!'repl"L't!".o D.iH"9diDiiHJ unit. The f.;'l'~t: ~11·:~stlou OJ\ tllo il,lllot. 

~;JI.:lll pormlt: t:1o public umployo::!a::> t:o d.et:e~nl"l-Whet:¥.et'-e!' 

r'l~~- ~ o,aek- rttb-!: ie -~P'".pieyoe~~- tl~~-': 'l'e- exe i-tt:o~-i¥e -b e!tqft !:n iM~ 

,.~~!te~~nt:at:tenT--~e-~~Oft~-~~e~t:ien-eft-~he-ha~iet:-sh~l~-ii~~ 

vot•..l_f_'2..f _ _!lO_~~cl. in_ \.f"-J.E..E.!:2'SO,I~~t".J:.~_n.....2..!:_!:..2.!. c\-:o'f a:l\ployeu 

ot·<pnL;;at.ion whi~h has pt3titio:lcd f0r '.:crtification or ".-.'hich 

1\a.::; ~I"C!!J.0nl~d pr:ooi :>IHi ~fa·.~ tory to U1o !Joa1·d uf .:mr.port of 

tCI\ P\lrcont o:: more ol th~ public 8:n5)l(•Yt.?.05 in till! ttppropl:idte 

un1t. 

2. (f a (n,ljority of trw votos C<lSt on tbe !i-i'!"l'!~ quostjon 

J. !; .f.tt-th~"~-"~lfahve .!5-:Ln~~ .. b.J!..Z::~~'Lr~~~£!'LI.l .. ~~·-J!, t.l10 

;)u:,lic cr.l;>Joye,~s s:1all. n0t be rcprc~ontc1d hy ."".In a.m~,lot'•H:: 

:> t:'•J:u\i z~t io:l. If' <1 t'ldjorit:y c:.f -::tlC votes C!ll>t. on th·~ f.;.'t'~~ 

question !.s in-tfte-dhfllte.t:~¥e !_0_! -·~_l.ist.:.'-~~~.1:.~-~-~~ 

~'.J.·"!.!~izi::l.t.io...!!• thf)ll tho onplo~·oo orqanizat.:i em !">e~t!-i:Y"iftty-n 

Ml\,et'+<ey- ~l!-~fte-¥e~e~-efl.!tt.-e!'l-t:t\a- !'l-ee61'1~-t!'ll"~t: t6n ~->hal. 1 

rcproseut. the public 1...!/"f.~>loyc(~S in i::l.n ap?ropriatc h.lt•J<lir.\r.•; 

.Ul.lt • 

Sec. 2. Suctio:. t·..-enl.y p~lint. fit"tce:1 U1.1S), sub!>actHm~; 

• • 
S·H·.at.c file 3'9.3, 1', J. 

tflrel (3{ ol.,d fivo iS/, Codt~ !~)77, ,,r~~ llm(:.;~wJ Lo rc.1:i c.~:; 

f<:tllo:.·s: 

L I.f nono oi VH!: ..::h~_:.i.c._~~; on t:hc bclllot r~!Cf)i\'(' tht~ V<!lf.~ 

of a ~~clJOcit: of th-..: public ernployc·~s whe-ee~-i-6-,<'-r~f'!"'!"l~er\~ed 

")'-tu\-~f"-rie'{"!~-t'lr-,ftn1:1:t\t!~e~ :'.£t.~, the :)oa.cd :.h;,tll o:.:ond•1o:.:t. 

<~ runoff clo.-::ti.on ,u-o:)tV.J tht~ t·.-.·~ choir:c:~ rtJc-civinq tl~e .;n~<l:(~,~-.. 

nunbl'!-:- of vutt~s. 

S. Opon compl•~tion ~>f <t v;1lid c),,<:tion Ln \-lhici, t:Jn·~ 

nt<ljnri.ty choi::o oi th~ cn?loy<..:t~u ,.,1'\,-e,tl.id-he-r~pt'~~l"!"t.~"~d 

by-l'lt\-f!;l'IIJ'iey~"!-or>l]e.l'loS!le'l!1.e!'l ~,~_!E.:J .:.:. dct:.-~rr.l:l<~i., tlw b<.>.lrd 

:>h<.~.ll ..::....:l·t;ify t:.hc r-::sults of t/)c• cl•~L·t.iG>n ;md sh<d.l <Jive 

rcaso:l.lhlu n•Hice of the ordt.•r t:o ;\ll employ'1c cr'jan.i;-.at.lo:l...'> 

listed on tho ballot., t."rJ.c pl)blic ccr.pl.oy~rs, ,,n,: th(! l•Ub:tic 

e.mployccs i.n t.ha <1ppropr.i.:1te oargai;l inq unit. 

So.<.:.. 3. Soction t>¥"enty point fif·tucn {20.\;)), sut,::;cct.i0n 

alx ({:.}, 1.:odc 191·1, i.:> il:nondccl to rei\d .:s:> ff)llo...,s: 

6. A ;;B:t:it.ion for ccrtl fi.cation <l~; ;m exclusiv.:; bi\C"(ji\in

i.nq :cuprc!J.•~t\tat.ive ~h.::tll r.ot be consi.dcr.:.!d by the :>("")(-lrd for 

.::t po:)rlod of ont~ Y•~ar. ft"om t.hr.! dnto. of t;;,e ccrtifi..:<tlio,l or 
:iOI\O.::cJ:tificaLi.cm of 11n ox~~lu;.;ivc l:.cu7,tinirq ref>:-~~s<Jnt:,lt.ivu 

ot· ·~urLio..J til<! dra·("l"tion of d collt.:cti'-'C b..:lrqaini.IHJ .,qreofll.cnt 

\.-11ic11 ~Jha.ll not >):<:CP.cd t·,.oo yP.ars. ,; coll..,cti·.'<.! b·lrg<l.L:.inCJ 

agro.oment. Hit:h Ln,~ ::>tate, it~; boords, coJlUr.l::osions, d<.!pelrtm'.!Jlts, 

<l.nci i:HIO.I\C!.tlfl Sh<lll b13 for t."~O yo:lr~ ,uHI t.l\f~ cffocli'-"C ol.J.t:•~ 

of lln)' sUd\ :l!]l"oeMent Shill! be July • fir_'!! of i1dd-r.umb . .;rcd 

Y•~ars .L £E..~"d;.tml _ ti'la.!..__l.Li'-.~_o_xc l_I!~.-:.£_J~~g .• ~f'!i_:!:.!_~'?!' rt .. '...:!£..n. t~·l t L~ 

_!~>.___2~t·:.U.:i.cd ~~i:-1..!:::£. · .. ·hi.£.!! -~.ll__...l~.r...QY:--'.'2...!. _the _!!c_JE_t; iat.~~ 

2..!._ .:!...££.1_~£'::.!.'·.~.!! .... R.~.<l i ~~ i ..!!.::~ .. i!:JF~!.'!'~nt_ E.i .!~.!: __ .!:.._0_ .-.!E.i:L t. i rs~.: .... Y.f 

9i..\l::.!.l..utrb_~,~c..!..J·~-Ar~!.....!. ~E..._ "'-....e.~r .io.•~ . ....2:~ -~-~"'.<L.:e~~~·~ the. _c..;:._t.:.!.!.f.tcd 

~-~!J ~~c.t.::.!. ":•!....£.!!!.9.a in~ .. r£l.l. ~·J·~~.i-~. ~~~~:[__n_,"!:L<..?.!J:.•l._ ~ .~.Z!~_.Y!:_.a__! 

~'!S.£!_~:.!_•-ti th....il. ~lie. -~'lo;·e_L"'~!...;.t2]!.__!ll!_E~ Uo....E_i te_c....!:i..:-:!':.......~-;:_o.~:· 
·~~.L _i ir .!!_ _.-:-t _the -~S-'!.:"!?.!....~~orc~ .:L_('.!}_r .. _t.£..__~ _ ___!:2: rst:_ ..2..!. .....!::~'5: 

~.us~:..£.t-: c~_<L_•Ykl- numta:!£(~.....Y£ •!.!.__· .. :~c n_.!"!:~!-'_.~:q~_r~t .~h a~ L..!_.J_o_£:1.~£ 

·•.ff0ct_i~~. Bo-..tever,_if '-l p~litit•n for ~~(!Ct~l·ti.ficat:i:')n ls 

fil.:d d.1tin·.; lh8 .~ut.;.tt.lon of. a. c::.llc...:tiv..! h.:1rgai.ninq <:~.:;r:..!<~:n,~:·,t, !fl 
:n 

IS 



Senate File 393, P. 3 

the board shall award an election under this section not more 

t~an one hundred eighty days nor less than cne hundred fifty 

days prior to the expiration of the collective bargaining 

agreement. If an employee organization is decertified, the 

board may receive petitions under section 20.14, provided 

that no such petition and no election conducted pursuant to 

such petition within one year from decertification shall 

include as a party the decertified employee organization. 

ARTHUR A. :::lEU 
President of the Senate 

DALE M. COCHRAN 
Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in ti1e Senate and 

is known as Senate File 393, Sixty-seventh General Assembly. 

ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

STEVEN C. CROSS 
Secretary of the Senate 
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