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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act providing for the appointment and compensation of 

2 the clerks of the district court and employees of the 

3 district court, providing for the administrative super-

4 v~s~on and control of the office of clerk of the district 

5 court, and to abolish the court expense fund. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Section 1. Section six hundred six point one (606.1), 

Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

606.1 GENE~L DVTIES. The clerk of the district court 

shall keep his office at the county seat, attend the sessions 

of the district court himself or by deputy, keep the records, 

papers, and seal, and record the proceedings of the court 

as here±na£~e~-6±fee~ed7-~nde~-~he-d±~ee~±eft-ef-the-jHa~e 

provided in this chapter and rules of the suoreme court of 

this state. 

Sec. 2. Section six hundred six point fifteen (606.15), 

unnumbered paragraph one {1) and subsection one (1), Code 

1977, are amended to read as follows: 

Except in probate matters, the clerk of the district court 

shall charge and collect the following fees, all of which 

shall be paid into the eeHn~y state treasury fef-~he-Hse-ef 

~he-ee~n~y and credited to the general fund of the state 

17 except as indicated: 

18 1. For filing any petition, appeal, or writ of error and 

19 docketing the same, seven dollars. ~e~r-ae±lars-ef-sHefi-£ee 

20 sfia±l-~ema±~-±~~~he-eetln~y-~reastlry-fe~-~he-tlse-ef-the-eetin~t7 

21 and-~fi~ee-aella~s-ef-s~eh-£ee-sha±l-be-~a±d-±nte-~he-s~a~e 

22 ~~easrt~y-ana-de~es±~ed-±~-~he-9ene~al-ftind-e£-tfie-s~a~e~ 

23 In counties having a population of one hundred thousand or 

24 over, an additional one dollar shall be charged and collected, 

25 to be known as the journal publication fee and to be used 

26 for the purposes provided for in section 618.13. 

27 Sec. 3. Sect1on six hundred six point sixteen (606.16), 

28 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

29 606.16 ACCOUNTING FOR FEES. He shall, on the first Nonday 

30 1n January and July of each year, pay into the eeHn~y state 

31 treasury, ~e~-tfie-bse-ef-the-eertnty to be credited to the 

32 general fund of the state, all other fees not belongi!lg to 

33 his office, in his hands at the date of precedi~g payment 

34 and st1ll unclaimed. 

35 Sec. q_ Section six hundred six point seventeen (606.17), 
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1 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

2 606.17 RECEIPTS--FILING WITH AUDITOR. At the time of 

3 so doing, he the clerk shall take fro~ the treasurer of state 

4 duplicate receipts therefor, giving the title of the cause 

5 and style of the court in vrhich the same was pending, with 

6 the names of the witnesses, jurors, officers, or other persons, 

7 and the amount each one is entitled to receive; one of which 

8 receipts he shall file with the ee~,~~-a~a±~er state como-

9 troller. 

10 Sec. 5. Section six hundred six point eighteen (606.18), 

11 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

12 606.18 ALLOWED CLAIMS--PAYMENT. The a~d±~er state 

13 comptroller shall charge the amount thereof to the treasurer 

14 of state as se-mHefi-eeHft~Y general fund revenue, and shall 

15 enter the same upon the proper records as a claim allowed, 

16 and, on demand and proper proof by the person entitled thereto, 

17 shall issue warrant accordingly, providing such demand is 

18 made within five years from the time the eeHR~y treasurer 

19 of state received said-£t!Rd-;--a!'ld-~fia~-ttft:l:e5s-a!'ld such funds. 

20 If within one year from at~:l:y-4 7 -4933 July 1, 1980, demand 

21 is not made upon the county auditor and proper proof i.s made 

22 by the person entitled to any unclaimed fees, which have been 

23 paid to the county treasurer7-as-~re~±aed-±n-~his-eha~~ef7 

24 eft-a!'la-~r±er-~e-att±y-4,-493e before July 1, 1978, the person 

2 5 entitled to such unclaimed fees shall be deemed to have waived 

26 all right, claim or interest therein, and shall not be 

27 permitted to have or make claim therefor. 

28 Sec. 6. Chapter six hundred six (606), Code 1977, is 

29 amended by adding the following new section: 

30 NE\'1 SECTION. APPOINTMENT OF CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COUR'I'-

31 -COl'IPElJSATION. 

32 1. A clerk of the district court shall be appointed in 

33 each county by a majority of the district judges of the 

34 judic~al election district in which the county is located. 

35 The term of office of a clerk of the district court shall 
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l be indefinite, subject to removal from office by a majority 

2 of the district judges of the judicial election district in 

3 wh~ch the clerk serves. 

4 2. The salary of the clerk of the district court shall 

5 be fixed annually by a majority of the district judges of 

6 the judicial election district in which the clerk serves. 

7 The salary shall be effective July first following its de-

8 termination by the district judges. 

9 3. The appointme~t, dismissal, and determination of the 

10 salary of the clerks of the district court shall be carried 

11 out as provi.ded by rule of the supreme court of this state. 

12 Sec. 7. Chapter six hundred six (606), Code 1977, is 

13 amended by adding the following new section: 

14 :\E\'1 SECTION. APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTIES AND ASSISTANTS. 

15 A clerk of the district court may appoint the number of depu-

16 ties and other assistants, dismiss them, and determine their 

17 compensation, subject to the approval of the chief judge of 

18 the judicial district in which the clerk of the district court 

19 serves except as provided in section six hundred two point 

20 thirty-four (602.34) of the Code. The appointment, dismissal 

21 and determining the compensation of deputies and other 

22 assistants of the clerk shall be carried out as provided 

23 by rule of the supreme court of this state. 

24 Sec. 8. Chapter six hundred six (606), Code 1977, is 

25 amended by adding the following new section: 

26 :\EW SECTIO:\. SALARIES AND EXPENSES. The salaries and 

27 expenses of the clerk of the district court, the deputy clerks 

28 and other employees, and the office supplies and equipment 

29 shall be paid from funds appropriated by the general assembly. 

30 The office space and related physical facilities for the clerk 

31 of the district court shall be provided by the county. 

32 Sec. 9. Section thirty-nine point seventeen (39.17), 

33 unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1977, is amended to read 

34 as follows: 

35 There shall be elected ~n each county at the general 
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1 election to be held in the year 1976 and every four years 

2 thereafter, a-e±erk-e£-~fie-a±s~f±e~-ee~f~7 an auditor and 

3 a sheriff who shall l1old office for a term of four years. 

4 Sec. 10. Section sixty-four point six (64.6), Code 1977, 

5 is amended by adding the following new subsection: 

6 NEW SUBSECTION. Clerks of the district court and first 

7 deputy clerks, ten thousand dollars. 
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Sec. 11. Section sixty-four point eight (64.8), Code 1977, 

is amended to read as follows: 

64.8 COUNTY OFFICERS. The bonds of ~fie-£e±±ewtftg-eetift~Y 

eff±eers7-v±~~~--€±erks-e£-~fie-a±s~r±e~-ee~f~s7 county 

attorneys, recorders, auditors, sheriffs and assessors shall 

each be in a penal sum of not less than ten thousand dollars 

each per annum. 

Sec. 12. Section sixty-four point nine (64.9), Code 1977, 

1s amended to read as follows: 

64.9 MINIMUM BONDS OF COUNTY OFFICERS. Bonds of members 

of the board of supervisors, eiefks-ef-~fie-a±s~r±e~-eetif~s, 

county auditors, sheriffs, and county attorneys shall not 

be in less sum than ten thousand dollars each. 

Sec. 13. Section sixty-four point eleven (64.11), Code 

1977, is ~~ended to read as follows: 

64.11 EXPENSE OF BOKDS PAID BY COUNTY. If any county 

treasurer, eierk-ef-~fie-cl±s~r±e~-eetlr~7 county attorney, 

recorder, auditor, sheriff, medical examiner, me~~ers of 

soldiers relief commission, members of the board of 

supervisors, engineer, steward or matron shall elect to furnish 

a bond with any association or incorporation as surety as 

provided 1n this chapter, the reasonable cost of such bond 

shall be paid by the county where the bond is filed. 

Sec. 14. Section sixty-four point nineteen (64.19), Code 

1977, is a~ended by adding the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. By the state court administrator in case 

of district court clerks and first deputy clerks. 

Sec. 15. Section sixty-four point twenty-three (64.23), 
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1 subsection one ( 1), Code 1977, is aDended to read as follOvlS: 

2 1. For all state officers, elective or appointive, except 

3 those of the secretary of state and judicial magistrate, with 

4 the secretary of state. Bonds and official oaths of judicial 

s magistrates and all other court personnel shall be filed in 

6 the office of the dis~~ie~-ee~f~-e~ef~ state court 

7 administrator. 

8 Sec. 15. Section sixty-nine point eight (69.8), subsection 

9 five (5), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

10 S. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. In the membership of the board 

11 of supervisors, by the eie~k-e£-tfie-d±s~riet-ee~f~ treasurer, 

12 auditor, and recorder. 

13 Sec. 16. Section one hundred eighty-nine A point seven-

14 teen (189A.17), subsection five (5), paragraph c, Code 1977, 

15 is amended to read as follows: 

16 c. If any person required by this chapter to file any 

17 annual or special report shall fail so to do within the time 

18 fixed by the secretary for filing the same, and such failure 

19 shall continue for thirty days after notice of such default, 

20 such person shall forfeit to this state the sum of one hundred 

21 dollars for each and every day of the continuance of such 

22 failure, which forfeiture shall be payable into the treasury 

23 of this state, and shall be recoverable in a civil suit in 

24 the name of the state brought in the district court of the 

25 county where the person has his principal office or in the 

26 district court of any county in which he docs business. It 

27 shall be the duty of the various county attorneys of this 

28 state to prosecute for the recovery of such forfe1tures. 

29 The costs and expenses of suc!1 prosecution shall be paid out 

30 of the eett~t-e~J"e!'\se general fund of the county. 

31 Sec. 17. Section two hundred twenty-two point twenty-two 

32 (222.22), Code 1977, is amended to read as follov;s: 

33 222.22 TINE OF APPEARAXCE. The time of appearance shall 

34 not be less than five days after completed service unless 

35 the court orders otherwise. Appearance on behalf of such 
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1 alleged mentally retarded person may be made by any citizen 

2 of the county or by any relative. The district court shall 

3 assign counsel for the alleged mentally retarded person. 

4 Counsel shall prior to proceedings personally consult with 

5 such person unless the judge appoint~ng such counsel certifies 

6 that in his or her opinion, such consultation shall serve 

7 no useful purpose. Such certification shall be made a part 

8 of the record. An attorney so assigned shall receive such 

9 compensation as the district court shall fix to be paid ±~ 
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e~e-fifse-±~seaftee-~y-~fie-ee~ft~Y from funds appropriated to 

the judicial department of the state. 

Sec. 18. Section two hundred thirty-one point twelve 

(231.12), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

231.12 SALARIES--EXPENSES--HOI-I PAID. The judges making 

the appointments shall fix the salaries of all appointees 

at not exceeding the amount authorized by law. All appointees 

shall serve during the pleasure of such judges, and in addition 

to salaries shall receive their necessary and actual expenses 

incurred while performing their duties. For use of an 

automobile in the discharge of their duties within the 

particular county or counties for which they are appointed 

such officr,rs may receive the mileage rate provided by law, 

or, in lieu thereof, they may receive a monthly allowance 

in such amounts as the judge or judges of the juvenile court 

may determine and order. For use of an automobile outside 

the county or counties for which they have been appointed 

such officers shall be paid the regular mileage rate. All 

salaries and expenses shall be paid by-ehe-ee~ftey-e±~hef-ffeffl 

~~e-9e~efa±-ee~~~y-£~~6-ef-£fem-~he-ee~f~-e~~eftse-f~nd from 

funds appropriated to the judicial department of the state 

for that purpose. 

Sec. 19. Section three hundred thirty-two point seve:1-

teen (332.17), Code 1977, is amended by striking subsection 

six (6). 

Sec. 20. Section three hundred thirty-three point eleven 
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1 ( 3 3 3. 11) , subsection two ( 2) , Code 19 77, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2. The amount of warrants drawn on the county fund for 

4 ¥af±e~s-eeti~t-ex~e~ses,-w~±efi-sfia±±-±neltide-ame~~-ethe~-±teffls 

5 the provision and maintenance of physical facilities and real 

6 estate for the district court, clerk of the district court 

7 and oth"'r employees of the district court, the salary paid 

s the county attorney and the amounts received by him as 

9 currunission on fines and from other sources, and the amount 

10 paid to assistant counsel. 

11 Sec. 21. Section three hundred thirty-three point eleven 

12 (333.11), Code 1977, is amended by striking subsections three 

13 (3) and four (4). 

14 Sec. 22. Section three hundred thirty-three point thir-

15 teen (333.13), subsection three (3), Code 1977, is amended 

16 to read as follows: 

17 3. The various reports made during the preceding year, 

18 by the county treasurer, auditor, recorder, sheriff, e±e~k 

19 ef-tfie-d±stf±et-eetift; and the commission of veteran affairs 

20 as required by law. 

21 Sec. 23. Section three hundred thirty-six B point six 

22 (336B.6), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

23 336B.6 FEE TAXED AS COURT COSTS. If a court finds that 

24 a person desires legal ass1stance, and is financially able 

25 to secure counsel but refuses to employ an attorney, the court 

26 shall appoint an attorney to represent such person at public 

27 expense. The attorney fee paid by the state ef-ee~~ty in 

28 such cases shall be taxed as part of the court costs against 

29 the person receiving the legal assistance, and the state ef 

30 ee~P.ty shall be reimbursed for said fee when the court costs 

31 are paid. 

32 Sec. 24. Section three hundred forty point one (340.1), 

33 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

Jl, 340. 1 COMPE);SATIO:'-J OF AUDI':'OR, TREASURER, RECORDER l\ND 

35 CLERK. The annual salary of the county auditor, county 
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1 treasurer, and county recorder,-e~d-e~er~-e£-tfie-ei~t~iet 

2 ee~rt shall be determined as provided in section 340A.6. 

3 Sec. 25. Section three hundred forty point two (340.2), 

4 unnumbered paragraph two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read 

5 as follows: 

6 The board of supervisors may allow an additional five 

8 

9 

10 

7 hundred dollars compensation for each county auditor, county 

treasurer, county recorder,-eier~-e£-the-distriet-ee~ft7 and 

county sheriff in counties having two places at which the 

district court is held. 
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Sec. 26. Section three hundred forty-one point one (341.1), 

Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

341.1 APPOINTHENT. Each county auditor, treasurer, 

recorder, sheriff, county attorney, eief~-ef-tfie-distfiet 

ee~rt, may, with the approval of the board of supervisors, 

appoint one or more deputies or assistants, respectively, 

not holding a county office, for whose acts he or she shall 

be responsible. The number of deputies, assistants, and 

clerks for each office shall be determined by the board of 

supervisors, and such number together with the approval of 

each appointment shall be by resolution made of record in 

the proceedings of such board. 

Sec. 27. Section three hundred forty-one point seven 

(341.7), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

341.7 TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR COUNTY ATTORNEY. The 

county attorney may with the approval of a judge of the 

district court procure such assistants in the trial of a 

person charged with felony as he or she shall deem necessary 

and for such assistants upon presenting to the board of 

supervisors a certificate of the district judge before whom 

said cause was tried, certifying to the services rendered, 

shall be allowed a reasonable compensation therefor, to be 

fixed by the board of supervisors, but nothing in this chapter 

shall prevent the board of supervisors from employing an 

attorney to assist the county attorney in any cause or 
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1 !>rocecding in which the state or cou:oty is interested. The 

2 compnnsDtion allowed to any such ass1stants shall be paid 

3 out of the e~~r~ general fund of the county. 

4 Sec. 28. Section three hundred forty-two poi~t one (342.1), 

5 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

6 342.1 FEES BELOXG TO COUNTY. Except as otherwise provided, 

7 all fees and charges of whatever kind collected for official 

8 service by any county auditor, treasurer, recorder, sheriff, 

9 e*er~-e~-~fie-~±~~r±e~-ee~r~, and their respective deputies 

10 or clerks, shall belong to the county. 

11 Sec. 29. Section three hundred fifty-six A point sever: 

12 (356A.7), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

13 356A.7 CONTRACT IVITH ANOTHER COUNTY. A county board of: 

14 supervisors may further contract with another county or a 

15 city maintaining a jail meeting the requirements of sections 

16 356.37 to 356.41 for detention and commitment of persons 

17 pursuant to section 356.1. Any person detained or confined 

18 therein shall be in charge of and in the custody of the 

19 governmental unit maintaining the jail. The cost of detention 

20 and confinement shall be levied and paid by the city or from 

21 the eeHrt-e~~en~e general fund of the county to which the 

22 cause originally belonged ~~rs~ant-~e-seet±en-~~~~4e. 

23 Sec. 30. Section five hundred ninety-eight point sixteen 

24 (598.16), unnumbered paragraph five (5), Code 1977, is amended 

25 to read as follows: 

26 The costs of any such conciliation procedures shall be 

27 paid in full or 1n part by the parties and taxed as court 

28 costs; however, if the court determines that such parties 

29 will be unable to pay the costs without prejudicing their 

30 financial ability to provide themselves and any minor children 

31 with economic necessities, such costs may be paid in full 

32 or in part from the ee~ft-e~~ense general fund of the county. 

33 Sec. 31. Section six hundred two point thirty-four 

34 (602.34), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1977, is amended 

35 to read as follows: 
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1 The individuals who were municipal court clerks and bailiffs 

2 on June 30, 1973, and who were municipal cour: deputy clerks 

3 and deputy bailiffs on that date, may as deputies of t~e 

4 district court clerks and sheriffs be suspended, demoted, 

5 or discharged by the district court clerks and sher1ffs only 

6 for neglect of duty, disobedience of orders, misconduct, or 

7 failure to properly perform duties, by pursuing the procedure 

8 provided by sections 400.19 to 400.26 and in these cases the 

9 district court clerk or sheriff shall be deemed to be the 

10 person having the appointing power, the county auditor or 

11 the chief judge of the judicial district shall perform the 

12 functions of the mayor or city manager, the board of 

13 supervisors or the district judges of the judicial election 

14 district shall perform the functions of the civil service 

15 commission, and the county attorney shall perform the functions 

16 of the city attorney or solicitor. A municipal court bailiff 

17 or deputy bailiff who on June 30, 1973, is a r.1ember of the 

18 retirement system provided by chapter 411 shall continue to 

19 be such a menber thereafter; and that chapter shall continue 

20 to apply to them notwithstanding this chapter, with the 

21 appropriate county deducting from his or her compensation 

2?. his or her contributions to the retirement fund and the county 

23 contr1buting the public's portion to such fund out of the 

24 eetlf'~-e"f'en!'!e general fund of the county notwi thstandir.g any 

2 5 other provision of la\v, 

26 Sec. 32. Section six hundred two point fifty-five (602.55), 

27 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

28 602.55 FU!\DS, RI:PORTS. Each month each judicial magistrate 

29 and district associate judge shall file with the clerk of 

30 the district court of the proper county a sworn, itemized 

31 statement, of all cases disposed of and all funds received 

32 and disbursed per case, and at least monthly shall remit to 

33 the clerk all funds received by him or her. The clerk shall 

34 provide adequate clerical assistance to judicial magistrates 

35 and district associate judges to carry out this section. 
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1 The clerk shall remit ninety percent of all fines and forfeited 

2 bail received from a magistrate or district associate judge 

3 to the city that was the plaintiff in any action, and shall 

4 provide that city with a statement show1ng the total nu~ber 

5 of such cases, the total of all fines and forfeited bail 

6 collected and the total of all cases dismissed. The clerk 

7 shall remit the remaining ten percent to the eel:ll'l~'l' treasurer 

8 of state for deposit in t!1e eel:ll'l~'l' general fund of the state. 

9 The clerk shall remit to the treasurer of the county, for 

10 the benefit of the school fund, all other fines and forfeited 

11 bail received from a magistrate. All fees and costs for the 

12 filing of a complaint or information or upon forfeiture of 

13 bail received from a magistrate shall be remitted ::~onthly 

14 by the clerk as-fe±±ew"~ 

15 47--~hree-fif~hs to the state treasurer to be credited 

16 to the general fund of the state. 

17 ~---~~e-fif~fis-~e-~fie-eel:ll'l~y-~reas~:~rer-~e-be-ered±~ee-~e 

18 ~he-~e!'lera±-f~:~l'ld-ef-~he-eetll'l~'l'• 

19 Sec. 33. Section six hundred two point sixty-four (602.64), 

20 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

21 602.64 ADMI~ISTRATIVE REPORTS. Each jud1cial mag1strate, 

22 district associate judge and district judge acting as a 

23 jud1cial magistrate shall report all judicial business handled 

24 by him or her to the district court clerk a!'le-beard-ef 

25 91:1perv±,.ers of the appropriate county in whiclt he or she held 

26 court and the chief judge of his or her judicial district. 

27 Such reports shall be on a form prescribed by the supreme 

28 court administrator and be made at such times as required 

29 by h1m or her. The administrator may require the clerk to 

30 forward copies of individual reports to him or her or regu1re 

31 a consolidated report for the county. 

32 Sec. 34. Section six hundred five point eight (605.8), 

33 unnumbered paragraphs one (1) and three (3), Code 1977, are 

34 amended to read as follows: 

35 Each full-time shorthand reporter of the district court 
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shall be paid, in equal installments, an annual salary as 

hereinafter provided. Each district judge, upon ~1e ap­

pointment of a full-time shorthand reporter, shall certi.fy 

the name and address of the reporter and the date upon whicl1 

his or her term of service begins, to eaefi-eetlft~y-aticli~er 

ifi-~he-jtlclieia±-cl±s~fie~ the court administrator of the 

judicial department. 

Shorthand reporters \vho are employed on an emergency basis 

~n the district court shall be paid not to exceed seventy­

five dollars per diem while employed by the court or while 

employed under the direction of the judge. The per diem shall 

be paid from the eetiHty-tfeaStlfy-where-the-eetift-±s-fie±cl state 

funds appropriated for that purpose, upon the certificate 

of the judge holding the court, or directing the employment. 

However, the maximum compensation for one-day attendance at 

court shall not exceed the per diem. Payments shall be made 

at least once each month. 

Sec. 35. Section six hundred five point nine {605.9), 

Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

6 0 5. 9 F6FI:ibA'P.f6N-BE'f'ER.>;.iliF.B--PR6PElR'Pi8?<-Elf' PAnlENT-­

ASSISTA~?S. .fffiffle6iateiy-aftef-~he-resti±ts-ef-eae~-6eeeftftia± 

fedefal-eertStiS-afe-~tib±ished7-~he-efiief-jtid~e-ef-eaeh-jtid±e±a± 

d±s~f±et-sha±±-ee~efffiifie-therefreffl-the-~e~tl±atieH-ef-eaeh 

eetlRty-ef-sa±d-distfie~7-aH6-sRa±±-eertify-~e-~fie-eetlftty 

a~ai~e~-ef-eaefi-s~efi-eetlR~y-~fie-~e~eefi~a~e-~fe~e~tie~-ef-~fie 

~e~tl±at±en-e~-eaeR-s~eh-eetiHty-~e-~he-a~9fe~ate-~e~tl±at±en 

e~-a±±-ef-~~e-ee~H~ies-±n-said-jtld±e±a±-dist~ie~~--~fie-ehief 

jtid~e-sna±±-se±eet-efte-eetlHt~-te-±sstie-wa~fan~s-te-~ne-fe~e~~ef 

±n-~fie-ametin~-e£-his-te~a±-eerepeHsa~±en7--Eaeh-eetiH~y-a~d±tef 

ef-~he-e~fief-ee~n~±es-±H-the-eis~fie~-sfia±±-±sstle-waffaHts 

~e-~~e-eetlHty-~reasti~ef-ef-~he-eetlH~y-~ay±H9-~~e-re~e~te~ 

ifi-~fie-~efeeH~a~e-affietiH~-e~-~he-~e~a±-eem~ensa~ien-ef-sa±d 

fe~eftef-as-eeftifie6-by-tfie-d±s~fie~-j~d9es,-aft6-~rte-eetlftty 

tfeastlfer-sfia±±-~ay-same-e~t-ef-any-ftinds-±n-tfie-ee~Hty 

tfeas~~y-rtet-ethefw±se-a~~re~f±ated7 The comoensation of 
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1 shorthand court recortors shall bo oaid from an~rooriatcd 

2 state fur1ds. The compensation shall be paid and administered 

3 as provided by rule of the supremo court. 

4 In the event it ~s determined by any judge of the district 

5 court that it is necessary to employ an additional shorthand 

6 reporter because of an extraordinary volume of work, or because 

7 of the temporary illness or incapacity of a regular shorthand 

8 reporter, such judge may appoint a temporary shorthand reporter 

9 who shall serve as required by said judge, and shall be paid 

10 compensation on a per diem basis at the prevailing rates of 

11 compensation for such reporters as may be determined by the 

12 judge. A temporary shorthand reporter shall be paid ~n the 

13 same manner as a regular reporter. 

14 Sec. 36. Section six hundred five poir.t ten (605.10), 

15 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

16 605.10 EXPENSES. Where a shorthand court reporter is 

17 required, in the discharge of his or her official duties, 

18 to leave the county of his or her residence or leave the city 

19 of his or her residence to perform such duties, fte a reporter 

20 shall be paid A~s actual and necessary hotel and living 

21 expenses not to exceed the sum of twenty dollars per day and 

22 transportation expenses as shall be incurred, which account 

23 shall be itemized and approved by the presiding judge of the 

24 district court and certified to the eetln~y-atldi~e~-e£-~fie 

25 eetln~y-~n-wfi±eh-stleh-e~~enses-a~e-inetl~~ed court administrator 

26 of the judicial department, and shall be paid in the same 

27 manner as the per diem of such reporter is paid. 

28 Sec. 37. Section six hundred five point twelve (605.12), 

29 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

30 605.12 TAXED AS PART OF COSTS. A charge of fifteen dollars 

31 per day for reporting ~n all cases, except whore the defendant 

32 in a criminal case is acquitted, shall be taxed as part of 

33 the costs in the case by the clerk of the court and ?aid into 

34 the eetln~~ state treasury when collected. 

35 Sec. 38. Section six hundred five point thirty-five 
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1 (605.35), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

2 605.35. DISTRICT COURT AmliNISTRATOR--DISTRICT COURT 

3 ADMINISTRATIVL FUND. A district court administrator for each 

4 judicial district may be appointed to perform such duties 

5 as may be assigned by the chief judge of the district, at 

6 a salary to be fixed by order of that chief judge. District 

7 court administrators shall co-operate with the court admin-

8 istrator of the judicial department in developing necessary 

9 statewide district court administration policies, and the 

10 court administrator of the judicial department shall, fro~ 

11 time to time, call conferences of the district court ad~ir.-

12 istrators. The chief judge of a judicial district in which 

13 an administrator has been appointed may provide for t!1e es-

14 tablishment of a district court administrative fund, in wl:ich 

15 shall be deposited all appropriated funds received from the 

16 court administrator of the judicial department for district 

17 court use, and out of which all expenses of the district court 

18 adninistrator's office and any other district wide expenses 

19 rnay be paid. B~pe~ses-ne~-eeve~e~-by-ftln~s-apprepria~ed 

20 fer-dis~riet-eetlr~-tlse-sha±±-ee-assessed-~e-end-paid-by-ehe 

21 eetlneies-in-efie-;tleieia±-distriet-in-tfie-same-manner-tfiat 

22 e~penses-ef-sfierefiend-reper~ers-ere-assessed-te-and-paid-by 

23 tfie-eetint±es-ptirstlent-te-seetien-665~9~ The district court 

24 administrator sl1all report to the court administrator of the 

25 judicial department, at the request of the latter, all in-

26 formation respecting the district court administrative fund. 

27 Sec. 39. Section s1x hundred seven point six (607.6), 

28 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

29 607.6 CLERI~ TO CERTIFY A'l'TENDANCE. Upon conclusion of 

30 every calendar quarter the clerk of the district court shall 

31 certify to the eetlnty-etlcliter court administrator of the 

32 judicial departr:1ent a list of the jurors with the number of 

33 days' attendance to which each one is entitled. 

34 Sec. 40. Section six hundred twenty-five point eight 

35 (625.8), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 
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1 6~5.8 JURY FEES--REPORT. There shall be taxed, :.n every 

2 action tried in a court of record by a jury, a jury fee of 

3 ten dollars, which, when collected, shall be paid by the clerk 

4 into the eel:ll'lty state treasu~·y; all such fees, not previously 

5 reported, to be by-him reported by t~e clerk to the eea~e 

6 ef-s~:~~e~vise~s-at-eaek-fe~l:l~a~-sessiel'l court administrator 

7 of the judicial department, and by-it charged to the treasurer 

8 of st.ate. 

9 Sec. 41. Section six hundred thirty-one point six (631.6), 

10 unnumbered paragrap~ two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read 

11 as follows: 

12 All fees and costs collected 1n small claims actions shall 

13 be remitted to the ee~:~nty treasurer of state as provided 1n 

14 section 606.16. The fee specified in subsection 4 shall be 

15 remitted to the secretary of state. 

16 Sec. 42. Section six hundred thirty-three point thJ.rty-

17 one (633.31), subsection two (2), unnumbered paragraph one 

18 (1), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

19 The clerk shall charge and collect the following fees, 

20 in connection with probate matters, all of which shall be 

21 paid into the ee~:~l'lty state treasury fef-the-~:~se-ef-the-eeeRty: 

22 Sec. 43. Chapter s1x hundred eighty-four (684), Code 1977, 

23 is amended by adding the following new section: 

24 NEW SECTIO::<. SUPRE~IE COURT RULES FOR CLERKS OF THE DIS-

25 TRICT COURT. The supreme court shall adopt and enforce rules 

26 for the efficient administration and operation o: the offices 

27 of clerk of the district court. The rules shall be executed 

28 by the chief justice of the supreme court and shall be adopted 

29 in the manner provided in section six hundred eighty-four 

30 point nineteen (684.19) of the Code. 

31 Sec. 44. Section seven hundred fifty-three point thir-

32 teen {753. i 3), unnur.lbered paragraph two {2), Code 1977, is 

33 amended to read as follows: 

34 Supplies of the uniform traffic citation and complaint 

35 for municipal corporati.ons and county agencies shall be paid 
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1 for out of the eetlr~-e~~ense general fund of the county. 

2 Supplies of the uniform traffic citation and complaint for 

3 all other agencies shall be paid for out of the budget of 

4 the agency concerned. 

5 Sec. 45. Sections two hundred thirty-one point thirteen 

6 (231.13) 1 three hundred thirty-three point three (333.3) 1 

7 three hundred forty point seventeen (340.17) 1 and four hundred 

8 forty-four point ten (444.10), Code 1977, are repealed. 

9 Sec. 46. This Act is effective July 1, 1978, except that 

10 during the sixty days preceding July 1, 1978, the county 

11 auditors and treasurers shall provide the judicial department 

12 of the state with such financial, payroll, and expense records 

13 or copies of such records relating to the operation of the 

14 district courts and the employees of the district courts as 

15 requested by the supreme court of this state or the court 

16 administrator of the judicial department for the purpose of 

17 carrying out the provisions of this Act. Any funds remaining 

18 ~n the court expense fund on June 30, 1978 shall be transferred 

19 to the general fund of the county on July 1, 1978 and any 

20 court expenses or obligations incurred before July 1, 1978 

21 which are payable from the court expense fund abolished by 

22 this Act shall be paid from the general fund of the county. 

23 The clerks of the district court elected to office at the 

24 general election in 1976 shall serve their unexpired terms 

25 of office. At the expiration of such term of office or in 

26 the case of a vacancy during such term, the clerk of the 

27 district court shall be appointed as provided in section slx 

2 8 (6) of this Act. 

29 EXPLANATIOK 

30 This bill provides for the appointment of the clerks of 

31 the district courts by a majority of the district court judges 

32 of the judicial election district in which the county is 

33 located. The bill also provides for the administration of 

34 the offices of clerk of the district court as provided in 

35 chapter 606 of the Code and subject to rules of the supreme 
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1 court of the state. 

2 In addition, the bill provides for the abolition of the 

3 court expense fund in each county and transfers the payment 

4 of court expenses and salaries and expenses of the distrLct 

5 court employees such as probation officers, juvenile officers, 

6 shorthand court reporters, and the clerk of the district court 

7 and the clerk's employees, to state funds appropriated by 

8 the general assembly. Fees collected by the clerk of the 

9 district court and other court officers will be deposited 

10 in the general fund of the state in lieu of the county 

11 treasury. 
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