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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the discipline of judicial magistrates. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section six hundred two point fifty-six 

2 ( 60 2. 'i6) , Code 19 7 7, is a:nended to read as !:ollm.;s: 

3 602.56 R£i'!9"i'Afl DISCIPLINE OF JUDICIAL MAGISTRl\'l'ES. 7he 

4 electors residin<; within a county "''ere a magistrate resides.!. 

5 or either the chief judge or a district judge of h~s t!1e 

6 magistrate's district as provided for in section six hundred 

7 two point eighteen (602.18) of the Code, may ?etition the 

s judges of the district court to terlllinate b~e appointment 

9 of or to discipline a judicial magistrate sitting in that 

10 district. If by the electorate, such petition shall h~ signc:d 

11 by at least t\vo percent of the electors vot:.ing for governor 

12 ln the last general elect~on of the county of residence of 

13 the judicial magistrate. The petition shall contain a general 

14 stateme:-1t of the grounds upon which termination or C.:iscipline 

15 is sought. Uoon comolaint of misconduct of a ~agistrate, 

16 the c'lief judge of the judicial district in whic!l tile 

17 magistrate resides, may request an investigation and reoort 

18 by tile attor:-1ey general's office as to t.'10se allegations. 

19 WiL1i:1 t!1irty uays after the petition is filed .vit'1 the clerk 

20 of the district court of the county in which the judicial 

21 magistrate resides, the chief judge of the judicial district 

22 s!lall appoint a u-ibunal composed of t..'lree ot'1er judges of 

23 the judicial e±ee-eie!'l district w:'lere the magistrate resides 

24 •~!lo shall schedule and hold a hearing to uct:ermine if good 

25 cause exists to terminate the appointment Jr to imoosc 

2 6 discipline. 

27 The clerk shall give notification of the time and place 

28 of :1earing to the magistrate against whom the petition .vas 

29 !:Jroug!1t by restricted certified mail and shall notify all 

30 other interested parties by publication. ~otification shall 

31 be made at least fifteen days prior to the time set for 

32 :.0aring. The judicial magistrate raay be re?resented by counsel 

33 at the !learing, s!lall !lave the right to confro:lt x1d cross-

34 examine all witnesses against hirn or her, and may call 

35 lvitnesses and i:1troduce evidence in :1is or her O\vn bc:'lalf. 
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1 ,;n attoracy may rcprcsc:lt t:1osc autho.rized to file a p~_tition 

2 u:1der t~is section, in preparing of tl1e petition and in 

3 repres12nting tile petitioners at the hearing to determine if 

4 good cause exists for rel:loval or discipline. 

5 The trii>unal may, by majority vote, disr:tiss t:ile petitio:1, 

6 decla~·c the office vacant, provide an appropriate disciplinary 

7 sanction, or make otner dispositio!l of the case as is 

8 ap;n·o;nia tc. Discipline or removal shall be only !'or t:1.e 

9 reasoc•s e:1c.unerated in subsection two (2) of section six hundred 

~0 ci\"C poL1t tl-lenty-seVl!:> (605.27) of the Code. Discipline 

1, ~dy incl~Je suspension without pay for a definite period of 

~2 .:..:;.,r: . .J :10;: ~o exceed tf..·Jelve :-nont.ll.s. All decisions of the tribunal 

13 arc final, and there s:1.all be no appeal. 

14 Sec. 2. Section thirteen point two (13.2), Code 1977, 

IS lS al'.ended by adding t.'le following new subsection: 

16 :;:c:;~ SUBSECTION. I:westigate complaints of misconduct of 

17 judicial magistrates as provided for in section six ;JUndrcd 

:a ::wo poi:1t fifty-six (602.36) of t.'le Code. 

19 Sec. 3. Section six hundred five point t;venty-seven 

20 (605. 27), subsection two (2), Coue 1977, is ame:1ded to read 

2 l as follm-1s: 

22 2. Discipline or remove any Judge referred to in subsectio:1 

23 1 or judicial magistrate for persistent £a±b~e failure to 

::::. ;>erform his or her duties, habitual intempera:1ce, willful 

25 ~iscond~ct in office, conduct which brings judicial office 

26 into disrepute, or suostantial violation of ti1e canons of 

21 judicial ethics. Discipline may include suspension l·lit!wut 

28 ;:>ay for a definite period of time not to exceed twelve montns. 

9 EXPLANATIO:.I 

-,o T:1is bill provides that t..'1e chief judge of the judicial 

G:s~rict i:1 which the ~agistrate resides may request an 

~~ 1:1vest:igation by the attorney general's office as to 

3~ "'-::.~gations of the petition against the magistrate. The bill 

_,~ :.~=.o clarifies the existing law as to ·,vhether t:1c hearing 

3~ ;::iounal may ?rovide a;1 appro:?riate disciplinary sanction 
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1 short of removal from office, and who may file such a peti-

2 tion under section 602.56 of the Code. 
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