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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to make technical corrections and to cla< _-_ fy language 

2 in the adoption laws and the termination of parental rights 

3 laws, and to permit waiver of investigations in cases of 

4 adoptions by stepparents or relatives, to allow an investi-

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

gator to make investigations for interstate or interagency 

placements, to change the time for giving notice of an 

adoption hearing from sixty days to twenty days before the 

hearing date, to eliminate the requirement for formal notice 

to the department and to the petitioner and the petitioner's 

spouse, to give the court discretion in the matter of open1n9 

11 records to an adult adopted person who has an adopted minor 

12 sibling, to codify provisions relating to access to adoption 

13 records which were passed by the 1976 session of the general 

14 assembly, to provide that consents to adoption obtained prior 

15 to January 1, 1977 shall be unaffected by the termination 

16 requirements which became effective on that date, to eliminate 

17 the requirement of "disinterest" on the part of persons 

18 witnessing releases of custody, and to state two new grounds 

19 for termination of parental rights. 

2 0 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

_; l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

CPB·!GI91 t2_'72 
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1 Section 1. Section s1x hundred point two (600.2), 

2 subsection two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

3 2. "Investigator" means a natural person who 1s certified 

4 or approved7 by the department as being capable of conduct-

S ing an investigation under section 600.8. 

6 Sec. 2. Section six hundred point three (600.3), sub-

7 section two (2), Code 1977, is amended by striking the subsec-

8 tion and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

9 2. An ~dJption petition shall not be filed unt1l a ter-

10 minat1on of parental rights has been accomplished except in 

11 the following circumstances: 

12 a. The person to be adopted is an adult. 

13 b. The parent's spouse is the adoption petitioner. 

14 Sec. 3. Section six hundred point five (600.5), subsec-

!5 tio~s four (4), five (5), and ten (10), Code 1977, are amended 

16 to read as follows: 

17 4. The name, residence, and domicile of any guardian 7 

lS or custodian7e~-g~ara~a"-ae-±±~em-£er of the person to be 

19 adopted and the name, residence, and domicile of that person's 

20 guardian ad litem if one is appointed for the adoption 

21 oroceedings. 

22 5. The name, residence, and domicile of the petitioner, 

23 if this is not required to be stated under subsection 4 of 

24 this sec~ion, and the date or expected date on which the per-

25 son to be adopted, if a minor, began or 5e~ins will begin 

'6 living with the petitioner. 

27 10. When and where termination of parental rights pertain-

28 ing to the person to be adopted ha~e has occurred, if ter-

'S ruination was required under section 600.3. 

Sec. 4. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), subsection 

two (2), paragraph a, Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

a. A preplacement investigation and report of the investi­

' sa~~on shall be completed and the prospective adoption peti-

'• -: io,-,er approved for a placement by the person making the 1n-

.s~iga~ion prior to any agency or independent placement of 

-1-

cr- .... 34~47 1.•7· 

• 

• 

• 



• 

,. 

• 

S. F. _?>C:.. 3 H. F . 

1 a rnLnor person in the petitioner's home in anticLpation of 

2 an ensuing adoption. A report of a preplacemcnt investigation 

3 that has approved a prospective adoption petitioner for a 

4 placement shall not authorize placement of a minor person 

5 with that petLtioner after one year from the date of the 

6 report's issuance. However, if the prospective adoption 

7 petitioner is a stepparent or a relative within the fourth 

8 degree of consanguinity who has assumed custody of a minor 

9 person to be adopted, a preplacement investigation of th1s 

10 petitioner and a report of the investigation may be completed 

11 at a time established by the court or may be waived as provided 

12 in section six (6} of this Act. Aise7 -afiy-±fi~est±~et±efi-efid 

13 ~epe~t-~e~~±~ed-tiRdef-tfi±s-s~eseetiefi-mey-ee-we±ved-ey-tfie 

14 eeti~t-if-tke-~res~eetive-ade~t±en-~et±t±efier-is-a-ste~ve~ent 

15 e~-a-~eiati¥e-te-the-~ersen-te-ee-acle~ted-with±n-the-fetirth 

16 de~~ee-ef-eensafi~tiinity~ 

17 

18 

19 

20 

_, l 

~' ~ 

23 

24 

? •') 

?. 7 

28 

"29 

0 -

Sec. 5. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), 

s~bsections eight (8) and ten (10), Code 1977, arc amended 

to read as follows: 

8. Any person designated to make an investigation and 

report under this section may request an agency or state 

agency, within or witke~t outside this state, to conduct a 

portion of the investigation or the report, as may be 

appropriate, and to file a supplemental report of sucl1 

~r.vestigation or report with the court. 

In the case of the adoption of a minor person by a person 

domiciled or residing in any other jurisdictio~ of the United 

States, any investigation or raport required under this sect1o~ 

wh1ch has been conducted pursuant to the standards of that 

.thor j~risdiction sh~ll be recognized in this state. 

10. ~- -=: department or an agency or investigator may conduct 

~~ invastigations required for an interstate or interagency 

3ection six hundred point eight (600.8), Code 

r:, ~ arc,2:oded by adding the following new subsection: 
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l NEW SuBSECTION. Any investigation and report required 

:: ur . .lcr subsection one (1) of this section may be waived by 

3 the court if the adoption petitioner is a stepparent of or 

4 1s related within the fourth degree of consanguinity to the 

5 person to be adopted. 

6 Sec. 7. Section six hundred point eleven (600.11), 

i subsection two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

s 2. i>t least s:i:l(t.y twenty days before the adoption hear-

; 0 

~~g, a copy of the petition and its attachments and a notice 

of the adoption hearing shall be given by the adoption 

petitioner to: 

,. a. A guardian, guardian ad litem if appointed for the 

adoption proceedings, and custodian of, and any person in 

', a parent-child relationship with the person to be adopted. 

cS b. ~he person to be adopted who is an adult. 

il d c. Any person who is designated to make an investi-

Ja~lon and report under section 600.8. 

.9 e d. Any ethef person, other than the petitioner and the 

20 spouse of the petitioning parent, who is required to consent 

21 under section 600.7. 

?2 A duplicate copy of the petition and its attachments shall 

23 be mailed to the department by the clerk of court at the time 

24 the petition is filed. 

25 Sec. 8. Section six hundred point eleven (600.11), subsec-

<6 tion three (3), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

3. A notice of the adoption hearing shall state the time, 

?lace, and purpose of the hearing and shall be ~±¥e~-aeeefcl-

9 :i:F.~-te-the-6~~fe~f±at.e served 1n accordance with rule fifty­

six (56), subsection one (1), of the rules of civil procedure. 

Proof of the giving of notice shall be filed with the court 
, --
3 -~s~ne~ee-ef-a~-acle~~ieR-cleeree-~ftdef-Seetiefl-6ee~~~-

J4 ~cc~~tance o~ notice by the party being given notice shall 

j ~~·is~v the reqJirements of th~s subsection. 
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Sec. 9. SecL1on six hundr.ed point thirteen (600.13), sub-

2 section on<> (1), unnumbered paragraph one (1), and subsections 

3 two (2) and three (3), Code 1977, arc amend<>d to read as f 0 l-

4 lows; 

5 At the conclusion of the adoption hearing, the court e±~kef 

6 shall: 

7 2. An interlocutory adoption decree automatically be-

8 comes a final adoption decree at a date specified by the court 

9 1n the interlocutory adoption decree!_ which date shall not 

10 be less than one hundred eighty days nor more than three 

11 hundred sixty days from the date the interlocutory decree 

12 is issued. However, an interlocutory adoption decree may 

13 be vacated ~eene~-tkan orior to the date specified ~n for 

14 it ~y-tke-eetlft-fef-~eea-eatlse-skewn to become final. Also, 

15 the court may provide in the interlocutory adoption decree 

16 for further observation, investigation, and report of the 

17 conditions of and the relationships between the adoption 

18 petitioner and the person petitioned to be adopted. 

19 3. E~ee~t-ae-entlmefatea-±n-sHesee~±en-~7-an-~ntefieeti-

20 te~y-ade~~±en-dee~ee-shaii-kave-t~e-eame-±e9ai-e££ee~-ae-a 

21 £±na±-ade~~±en-deefee~ If an interlocutory adoption decree 

22 is vacated under subsection 2, it shall be void from the date 

23 of issuance and the r~ghts, duties, and liabilities cif all 

24 persons affected by it shall, unless they have become vested, 

25 be governed accordingly. upon vacation of an interlocutory 

26 adoption decree, the court shall proceed under the provisions 

27 of subsection 1, paragraph "c". 

28 Sec. 10. Section six hundred point fifteen (600.15), sub­

scctlon one (1), Code 1977, is amended by striking the subsec-

30 ti -:Jn and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

i. a. A decree establishing a parent-child relationship 

..: adoption which is issued pursuant to due process of law 

' )Y a court of any other jurisdiction in or. outside the United 

tatcs shall be recognized in this state . 

. ;~ b. A dcc~ee term;~at~ng & parent-child relationship whj.ch 
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1 is issued pursuant to due process of law by a court of any 

2 other JUrisdiction in the United States shall be recognized 

3 in this state. 

4 c. A document certified by the department as being proper 

5 evidence of termination of parental rights in a jurisdiction 

6 outside the United States shall be recognized in this state. 

7 Sec. 11. Section six hundred point sixteen (600.16), 

8 subsection one (1), paragraph b, Code 1977, is amended by 

9 striking the paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof the 

10 following: 

11 b. The adopted person, provided that person is an adult 

12 at the time the request for information is made. 

lJ Sec. 12. Section six hundred point sixteen (600.16), 

14 subsection two {2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

15 2. The permanent termination of parental rights record 

: 6 of the juvenile court under chapter 600A and the permanent 

1? adoption record of the court shall be sealed by the clerk 

i8 of the juvenile court and the clerk of court, as appropriate, 

19 vlhen they are complete and after the time for appeal has 

20 expired. All papers and records pertaining to a termination 

21 

22 

23 

'4 

5 
? . 
-0 

2 7 

28 

of parental rights under chapter 600A and to an adoption, 

whether a part of the permanent termination and adoption 

records of the juvenile court and of the court or on file 

with a guardian, guardian ad litem, custodian, person who 

placed a minor person, or the department shall not be open 

to inspection and the identity of the natural parents of an 

adopted person shall not be revealed. However, an agency 

1~volved in placement shall contact the adopting parents or 

the adult adopted child regarding eligibility of the adopted 

.hi~d for benefits based on entitlement of benefits or 

i.'::1eri tancc from the terminated natural parents. Also, the 

,.i.eri< of 1:he court shall, upon application to and order of 

t~: court for good cause shown, open the permanent adoption 

'ecc~d of :he court for the adopted person who is an adult 

.o ... 'i reve•·l the names of either or both of the natural parents. 
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l A natural parent may f1le an affidavit requesting that the 

2 ~ourt reveal or not reveal the parent's name. The court shall 

3 consider any such affidavit in determining whether there 1s 

4 good cause to order opening of the records. If the adopted 

5 person who applies for revelation of the natural parents' 

6 name has a sibling who is a minor and who has been adopted 

7 by the same parents, the court sfia±± may deny such application 

8 on the grounds that revelation to the applicant rr~y also 

9 indirectly and harmfully permit the same revelation to t:·,e 

10 applicant's minor sibling. To facilitate the natural parents 

11 in filing such affidavit, the department shall, llpon request 

12 of such parent, file an affidavit in the court in which the 

l3 adoption records have been sealed. 

14 Sec. 13. Chapter six hundred (600), Code 1977, is amended 

"5 by adding the following new sections: 

16 ~EW SECTION. The department may allow access to adoption 

17 records held by it or an agency if: 

18 a. The records were compiled prior to January 1, 1977; 

of the natural parents of the adopted 

from the person gaining access to the 

19 b. The identity 

~0 person lS concealed 

2 1 records; and, 

22 c. The person gaining access to the records uses them 

23 solely for the purposes of conducting a legitimate research 

"·, p::-Jject or of treating a patient in a medical facility. 

25 NEW SECTIOX. A termination of parental r1ghts proceeding 

26 or an adoption proceeding pending on January 1, 1977, or a 

27 release of parental rights or affidavit of consent or consent 

28 to adopt properly given prior to January 1, 1977 shall not 

29 be affected by the provisions of chapter one thousand two 

" hundred twenty-nine (1229), Acts of the Sixty-sixth General 

Assembly, ~ 976 Session. 

Sec. 

.::.ection 

graph b. 

,) Sec. 

; 4. 

seven 

1 5. 

Section six hur.urcd A point two (600A.2), sub­

(7), Code 1977, is amended by striking para-

Section six hundred A point two (600A.2), sub-

-6-
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1 sections sixteen (16) and seventeen (17), Code 1977, are 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 16. "To abandon a minor child" means to permanently relin-

4 quish or surrender, without reference to any particular person, 

5 the parental rights, duties, or privileges inherent in the 

6 parent-child relationship. The term includes both the inten-

7 tion to abandon and the acts by which the intention is 

8 evidenced. The term does not require that the relinquishment 

9 or surrender be over a-ieft~-er any particular period of time. 

10 17. "Independent placement" means placement for purposes 

ll of adoption of a minor perseft-~y-a-~erseR,-e~fier-~ftaR-aft 

12 a~eftey, in the home o~ a proposed adoptive parent ~ft-aRtie~­

ll pa~jeft-ef-eft-efts~ift!-adep~±eft by a person who is not the 

l 4 proposed adoptive parent and who is not acting on behalf of 

! 5 the department or o~ a child placing agency. 

1 6 Sec. 16. Section six hundred A point four (600A.4), 

17 subsection one (1), and subsection two (2), paragraph e, Code 

18 1977, are amended to read as follows: 

19 1. A parent shall not permanently alter the parent-child 

20 relat~onship, except as ordered by a juvenile court or court. 

21 However, custody of a minor child may be assumed by a step-

22 parent or a relative of that ch~ld within the fourth degree 

23 of consanguin~ty or transferred by an acceptance of a release 

24 of custody. A person who assumes custody or wfie an agency 

25 ~hich accepts a release of custody under this section becomes, 

26 upon assumption or acceptance, the custodian of the minor 

27 child. 

28 e. Shall be witnessed by two d±s±ft~eres~ed persons fam~liar 

29 with the parent-child relationship. 

3~ Sec. 17. Section six hundred A point four (600A.4), 

31 subsection two (2), paragraph h, Code 1977, is amended by 

striking the paragraph and inserting in lieu triereof the 

"3 following: 

h. Shall state the purpose of the release, shall indicate 

:hat if it is not revoked it may be grounds for termination, 
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and shall fully 1nform the signing parent of the manner in 

wh1ch a revocation of the release may be sought. 

Sec. 18. Section six hundred A ;:>oint four (600A.4), sub­

section three (3), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 2, an 

agency or a person making an independent placement may assume 

custody of a minor child upon the signature of the one living 

parent who has possession of the minor child if the agency 

or a ;:>erson making an independent :_:>lacement immediately 

pet1t1ons the juvenile court designated in section 600A.5 

to be appointed custodian and otherwise petitions, either 

in the same petition or within a reasonable time in a separate 

petition, for termination of parental rights under section 

600A.5. {.;pon the custody petition, the juvenile court may 

appoint a guardian as well as a custodian. A-nen~i~nin! 

~a~ent-may-be-fiea~a-en-efie-e~steey-~etit±en-st-tfie-fiea~±n~ 

en-te~m±nat±en-ef-~a~enta±-~±~fits-~~ev±ded-±n-eee~ien-699A.6~ 

Sec. 19. Section six hundred A point four (600A.4), sub­

section four (4), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

4. A-~a~ene-whe-~±~ns-a-~e±ease-ef-etls~ed~-ffla~-~e~itien 7 

with±~-the-t±me-~~±e~-ee-~he-hes~±M~-en-t~rm±nst±o~-ef.-~areRta± 

~±~hts 7-e~-may-re~tlee~7 -at-tfie-Rea~iR~-eR-termiHa~±en-ef. 

~a~eftta±-r±~fits,-tF.e-;~ven±±e-eetl~t-dee±~Aated-±n-seetYeA 

6ee~.5 7 -te-erder-tke-ye±ease-reveked~--ff7 -w±th~H-ft±n~ty-six 

hetl~s-ef-s±~n±ft~-tfie-re±eeee-s-~aYent-~et±tiene-te-ha~e-the 

re±ease-~eve~ed7-tfie-jtl¥eHi±e-eetirt-sha±±-erde~-the-re±ease 

reweked.--etherw±se7 -tfie-jewen±±e-eeert-e~e±±-erder-the-re±ease 

~eve~ed-en±y-epen-e±ear-and-eenw±fte±ng-evidenee-that-!eeri 

eatt~e-e~·i:st~-~ef- feveea~-te~.- Either a narer. i.: who has sicneC 

,.:._ release of custody,_ or a nonsi;ning pare!1t, may, ut '-=~!~i.. 

tit!C 9rior to the entry of a11 order te~mi~ati~q pare~tal 

~hts, request the juver..ile court desig!1ated i!l section six 

33 :Ot.::odr:d ;.. ooint five (60CA.5) of 'chc Code to o:-der tl~c revo­

catio~ of any release of custody previously executed by eithe~ 

pa.ren-:.. If such request is by a signing parent, and is within 

-8-
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l ninety-six hours of the time such parent signed a release 

2 of custody, the juvenile court shall order the release revoked. 

3 Otherwise, the juvenile court shall order the release or 

4 releases revoked only upon clear and convincing evidence that 

j good cause exists for revocation. Good cause for revoca-

6 tion includes but is not limited to a showing that the re-

7 lease was obtained by fraud, coercion, or misrepresentation 

8 of law or fact which was material to its execution. In de-

9 termi~ing whether good cause, other than fraud, coerc1on or 

10 misrepresentation, ex1sts for revocation, the juvenile court 

11 shall give paramount consideration to the best interests of 

12 the child and due consideration to the interests of the parents 

: 3 of the child and of any person standing in the place of the 

14 parents. 

15 Sec. 20. Section six hundred A point five (600A.5), sub-

16 section two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

17 2. A petition for termination of parental rights shall 

J8 be filed with the juvenile court in the county in which the 

19 guardian or custodian of the child resides or the child, the 

20 natural r.1other or the pregnant woman is domiciled. However, 

21 if a juvenile court has made an order pertaining to a minor 

22 child under section 232.33 and that order is still in force, 

23 the petition shall be filed with that juvenile court. 

2~ Sec. 21. Section six hundred A point six (600A.6), sub-

25 sections one (1), two (2), four (4), five (5), six (6) and 

26 seven (7), Code 1977, are amended to read as follows: 

27 1. A termination of parental rights shall, unless prov1aea 

28 otherwise in this section, be e£fee~~a~ea ordered only after 

29 notice has beer. served on all necessary parties and these 

30 part1es have been given an opportunity to be heard before 

31 the juvenile court. A-llneeess.:ti'j' ";:-,ecessary party" :!:1'\e'l:~aes 

32 means any person whose name, residence, and domicile is are 

33 required to be included on the petition under section 600A.S, 

34 subsection 3, paragraphs "a" and "b"T--Hewever 7 -a-llneeessary 

~5 par~y~-clees-ne~-±ne±tlcle except a natural parent who has been 
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l adjMd±eaeed-ee-fia~e-~a~ed convic~ed of hav~nq sexuallv abused 

2 the other natural parent while not cohab1t1nq with that carent 

3 as husband and wife, thereby producing the birth of the child 

4 cies±~ftaeeci-±R-seet±eR-6GeA.5 7 -stlbseetieR-37 -~a~a~~a~fi-~a£ 

5 who is the s~bject of the termination proceedings. 

6 2. Prior to the service of notice on the necessary parties, 

7 the juven1le court shall appoint a guardian ad litem for a 

s minor child if the child does not have a guard1an e~-~tlft~ci+~.1 

9 ad-~±tere or if the interests of the guardian e~-~tla~d±aM·ae 

10 ~4tere conflict with the interests of the child. Such guardian 

11 ad litem shall be a necessary party under subsec~ion 1 of 

12 this sectJ.on. 

13 4. A necessary party whose identity and location or last 

14 leeat±eR address is known shall be served ey-ftee±ee-~e~seftally 

15 de~±~ered in accordance with rule fifty-six (56), subsection 

16 one (1), of the rules of civil procedure or sent by ~ese~±eted 

17 certified ma1l restricted delivery, whichever is dGtermined 

18 to be the most effective means of notification. Such notice 

19 shall be reade served according to the rules of civil procedure 

20 relatJ.ng to an original notice where not inconsistent with 

21 the provisions of this section. Notice by-~e~seftal-del~~ery 

22 pursuant to rule fifty-six (56), subsection one (1), of the 

23 rules of c~vil crocedure shall be served not less thar1 seven 

24 days prior to the hear1ng on termination of parental rights. 

25 ~otice by fese~±eeed cert1fied mail restricted delivert shall 

26 be sent not less than fourteen days prior to the hearing on 

27 termination of parental rights. A notice by festr~eeed cer-

28 tif1ed mail restricted delivery which is refused by the 

29 necessary party being noticed shall be sufficient not1ce to 

30 that party under this section. 

31 Acceptance of not1ce by the necessary party shall satisfl· 

32 the recuirements of thJ.s subsection. 

:3 5. A necessar::{ party whose identity LS :<.nown but whose 

34 location or iast-~eeat~eft address 1s unknown may be served 

35 by published notice. Such notice shall be served accord1ng 

-10-
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1 to the rules of civil procedure relating to an original notice 

zwhere not 1nconsistent with the provisions of this section. 

3 In addition to the requirements of subsection 3, such notice 

4 shall include only the name of the unlocated necessary party 

5 being noticed. Notice by publication shall be published once 

6 a week for two consecutive weeks, the last publication to 

i be not less than seven days prior to the hearing on termination 

8 of f>arental rights. 

9 6. The juvenile court shall require that every reasonable 

10 effort 

: l a!'ld or 

.2 notice 

l.3 r.otice 

is made to identify, locate, and notice an unidentified 

unlocated necessary party. A reasonable effort to 

~fi±tt-~eeessa~y such party shall not be by published 

which includes the name of any identified necessary 

14 party. If the juvenile court reasonably concludes, upon a 

showing, that the identity and location of the necessary 

16 party has not been determined, the juvenile court shall, upon 

17 proper findings and order entered of record, dispense with 

15 proper 

18 notice to this necessary party. 

19 7. Proof of service of notice ~n the manner prescribed 

20 shall be filed with the juvenile court prior to the hearing 

21 on termination of parental rights ttnd-tt!"!"~e'o'eel-ey-elle-jl:l-

22 ¥e!'l±le-eet~~e-!"~~e~-~e-±sst~anee-e~-a-~e~±ntt~ie!'l-e~ee~-~de~ 

2 3 seee±en-6BeA~a. 

24 Sec. 22. 

25 sections one 

26 as follows: 

Section s~x hundred A point 

(1) and two (2), Code 1977, 

seven (600A.7), sub­

are amended to read 

27 1. The hearing on termination of parental r~ghts shall 

28 be conducted in accordance ee with the provisions of sec-

29 tions 232.27, 232.28, 232.30, and 232.32 and otherwise in 

30 accordance with the rules of civil procedure. Such hearing 

si:<~~l '=>e held ne~-iess no earlier than one week after the 

32 ch~ld ~s born. 

33 2. Relevant information, including that conta~ned in re-

34 ports, studies or examinations and testified to by interested 

35 persons, may be admitted into evidence at the hearing and 
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l relied upon to the extent of its probative value. When such 

2 information is so admitted, the person s~eftse~ift~ submitting 

3 it or testifying shall be subject to both direct and cross-

4 examination by a necessary party. 

S Sec. 23. Section six hundred A point seven (600A.7), Code 

6 1977, is amended by striking subsection three (3). 

7 Sec. 24. Section six hundred A point eight (600A.8), sub-

8 section seven ( 7) , Code 19 77, is amended to read as follmvs: 

9 7. A parent has been ordered to contribute to the suppolt 

10 of the child or financially aid in the child's birth and has 

11 failed to do so 1-ri thout good cause. 'P!'l:i:s-s\if>see'e±eft-s!'la'H: 

12 ftet-be-eefts~~\iea-se-as-~e-sta~e-a-~~e~iftds-~ef-~efffl:i:fta~:i:eft 

13 e~-~afefttai-f:i:~h~s-e£-a-fteftetlsteci±a±-~afeft~-if-t!'lat-~afeftt 

14 !'las-ftet-beeft-efdefed-~e-e~-eaftfte~-fiftafteia±±y-eefttf:i:Btlte-te 

15 t!'le-stl~~eft-e£-t!'le-ek:i:±a-ef-aia-ift-~!'le-e!'li±eis-f>ift!'l~ 

16 Sec. 25. Section six hundred A point eight (600A.8), Code 

17 1977, is amended by adding the following new subsections: 

18 NEW SUBSECTION. A parent does not object to the tcrmina-

19 tion after having been given proper notice and the opportunity 

2 0 to obiect. 

2 1 1\Eh' SUBSECTION. A parent does not object to the termina-

22 tion although every reasonable effort has been made to 

23 identify, locate and give notice to that parent as required 

24 in section six hundred A po~nt six (600A.6) of the Code. 

25 Sec. 26. Section six hundred A point nine (600A.9), Code 

26 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

2 7 600A. 9 TER~1Il\'ATION FI!\'DINGS AND ORDER--VACATION OF ORDER. 

28 1. Subsequent to the hearing on term~nation of parental 

29 rights, the juvenile court shall make a finding of facts and 

30 shall efdef-that-eithef: 

31 a. ~!'le Order the petition be dismissed; or, 

32 b. 'PRe-~et±~±eH-eRetl~a-Re~-be-~~aH~ecl-at-~ha~-time 7 -btl~ 

33 that-eeHditie~s-±ftd±ea~:i:ft~-~ha~-~he-eh±±e-±s-±R-Reea-Af 

34 ass±etaRee-eM±s~7-aftd-afi-e~cie~-te-that-e~feet-±s-isstled 

1t 35 ~b~Stictftt-~e-see~±eR-~3~~337-e~, Find that the petition should 
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l not be granted but that the child is a child in need of 

2 assistance as defined in section two hundred thirty-two point 

3 two (232.2), subsection thirteen (13) of the Code and that 

4 an order shall be issued pursuant to section two hundred 

5 thirty-two point thirty-three (232.33) of the Code; or, 

6 c. ~Me Order the petition be granted. The juvenile court 

7 shall appoint a guardian and a custodian or a guardian only. 

8 An order issued under this paragraph shall include the finding 

9 of facts. P~±s-•±n~±H~-sheii-entlmerate-the-faettla!-has±s 

10 wfi±efi-±neieates-tfiat-the-~are~t-efii!e-~eiatienshi~-shetl±ti 

ll ee-~e~~±natee-ane-shai!-9~eei~y-hew-tfiis-f±ncl±H~-a~~!ie9-~6 

12 the-~~etlncls-tl~eH-wh±eh-~e-terminatien-±s-efee~ea~ 

!3 Such finding shall specify the factual basis for terminating 

14 the parent-child relationship and shall specify the ground 

15 or grounds upon which the termination is ordered. 

16 2. If an order is issued under subsection 1, paragraph 

17 "c" of this section, the juvenile court shall retain jurisdic­

!8 tion to change a guardian or custodian and to allow a 

19 terminated parent to request vacation of the termination order 

20 if.,. 

21 a~--~he the child is not on placement for adoption or a 

22 petition for adoption of the child is not on file~-an67 
23 e~--Phe-~~ard±an-eenSefies-in-w~ieiR~-te-ehe-v~eat±en. 

24 The juvenile court shall grant the vacation request only if 

25 it is in the best interest of the child. 

26 3. A copy of any f±Hclin~s-e~-faet-ane order made under 

27 this section shall be sent by the clerk of the juvenile court 

2 8 to: 

29 a. The department. 

30 b. The petitioner. 

31 c. The parents whose rights have been terminated if they 

32 request such copies. 

33 d. Any guardian, custodian, or guardian ad litem of the 

34 child. 

3S EXPLANATION 
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S.F. 36..2 l!.f. 

1 This bill makes corrective changes in the adoption laws 

2 passed during the 1976 session of the General Assembly which 

3 are codified as chapters 600 a~d 600A of the :977 Code of 

4 Iowa. The majority of the bill's sections are intended to 

5 clarify or correct present code language and make no 

6 substantive changes in the law. 

7 Substantive changes in the bill include: An extension 

8 of the waiver of investigations in cases of adoption by F'ef' 

9 parents and relatives to postplacement and background > 
10 tigations as ~•ell as to preplacement investigations; al:Jw1ng 

11 a certified or approved investigator to make 1nvcsti-;ation:­

for interstate or interagency placements; a change in the 12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

time for giving ~otice of a~ adoption hearing from sixty to 

twenty days before the hearing date; elimination of the 

requirement for formal notice to the departme~t and to the 

petitioner and the petitioner's spouse; codification of 

provisions relating to access to adoption records which wer0 

passed by the 1976 session o~ the General Assembly; prov1s1on 

that consents to adoption obtained prior to January 1, 1977 

remain unaffected by the termination requirements which become 

effective on that date; elimination of the requirement of 

"dis1nterest" on the part of persons witnessing releases of 

custody; and the statement of two new grounds for termination 

of parental rights. 

-14-
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SENATE FILE 363 
S-3435 
1 fu~end Senate File 363 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by· inserting after line 13 the 
3 following: 
4 "For the purposes of this subsection, a consent 
5 to adopt recognized by the courts of another 
6 jurisdiction in the United States and obtained from 
7 a resident of that jurisdiction shall be accepted 
8 in this state in lieu of a termination of parental 

• .. 4- ~ • " 9 r~gn~s proceec~ng. 
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SENATE FILE ,, 3 
!\t.'\.,.-h:-tr(! By CO~li>H TTEE ON JUDICIARY 

(AS AMENDE~ PASSED BY THE SENATE APRIL 26, 1977) 

Passed Senate~te.7-t?-77Cf. 1~74) Passed House, Date ,<:"·U.-77(<-

Vote: Ayes •fS Nays o Vote· 

Approved ---'"--_""):;--,.,-, _,_,_. 2.- ~ 
Aye s_--'?-", "''---- N a y s _ __,.:_ __ 

!977 
J 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to make technical corrections and to clarify language 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

BE 

in the adoption laws and the termination of parental rights 

laws 1 and to permit waiver of investigations in .cases of 

adoptions by stepparents or relatives, to allow an investi­

gator to make investigations for interstate .or interagency 

placements, to change the time for giving notice of an 

adoption hearing from sixty days to twenty days before .the 

hearing date, to eliminate the requirement for formal notice 

to the department and to the petitioner and the petitioner's 

spouse, to give the court discretion in the matter of opening 

records to an adult adopted person who has an.adopted minor 

sibling, to codify provisions relating to access to adoption 

records which were passed by the 1976 session of the general 

assembly, to provide that consents to adoption .obtained prior 

to January 1, 1977 shall be unaffected by the termination 

requirements which became effective on that date, to eliminate 

the requirement of "disinterest" on the part of persons 

witnessing releases of custody, and to state two new groQ~ds 

for termination of parental rights. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

-----------• =New Language 
by the Senate 

. ~-

CPB·I6191 12/72. 



S.F. 3&:,.3 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section s1x :1undre<;.; point two (b00.2), 

2 su0scction t·,vo (2), Code 1:J77, is amenucd to recto as follO\VS: 

3 2. 11 Invcstigator'' mcdns a natural tJCrson who is certifj_cd 

4 or a;.;[JrovGti; oy tne de;.>artl'tc:nt as ueing capai..>lc of conuu<.:L-

5 ing an investigation under section uOO.J. 

6 Sec. 2. Section six hundrea point tnree (600.3), sub-

7 section two ( L) , Code I 977, is amenaeo ny striking tne suosec-

8 tion and ir.serting 1n lieu tnereof the following: 

9 2. An adoption petition snall not be fileo until a ter-

10 minatior. of parental rig~ts nas been accomplisned except in 

11 the following circumstances: 

12 

13 

a. Tne person to oe adopted is an adult. 

'i'.oe ;.>a rent's spouse is t.1e acoption petitioner. 

14 For the 

15 recognized 

ourposes of this subsection, a consent to adopt 

by the courts of anot.1er jurisdiction in the united 

16 States and obtained from a resident of tnat jurisaiction shall 

17 nc accepted in ~1is state in lieu of a termination of garental 

18 rights proceeding. 

19 Sec. 2. Section s1x nuntired point five (600.5), subsec-

2 0 tions four ( 4) , five (:,) , and ten ( 10) , Coue 1 J 7 7, are ar.1ended 

21 to read as follO\vS: 

22 4 . The name, residence, ana aomicile of any guardian7 

23 or custoaian,e~-~~afeia~-ao-%±~effl-£ef of tne person to oe 

24 adopted and the name, resicence, and domicile of tnat person's 

25 guaraian ad litem if one is appointed for the adoption 

26 proceedings. 

27 Tne name, residence, anC domicile of the petitioner, 

28 if this is not required to ~e stated under suusection 4 of 

29 t:Ois section, and the date or expectea date on \Vhicn the per-

30 son to be adopted, i::' a r,Jinor, began or ~e9i"s will oegin 

3L living 

3 2 10. 

1>1i tL tile petitioner. 

>·lhe:o and \>'here termination of parental rights pertain-

33 ing to the person to 0e aaopte~ fiave ~ occurred, if ter-

34 

35 

mination was required under section 600.3. 

Sec. 3. Section six hundred point eign~ (bu0.8), subsection 

-1-
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1 two (2), paragrap11 a, CoJe 1J77, is ar.1endeti to read as follows: 

2 a. A preplacem<?nt investigation and report of t>~e investi-

3 gation shall be completed and b1e prospective adoption peti-

4 tioner approved for a placerc\ent by tne person making t!1e in-

S vestigation prior to any agency or indepenaent placement of 

6 a minor person in the petitioner's home in anticipation of 

7 an ensuing adoption. A report of a preplacement investigation 

8 tnat nas approveJ a prospective adoption petitioner for a 

9 placement shall not autnorize placement of a minor person 

10 1~ith ti1at petitioner after one year from the date of tne 

11 report's issuance. ao·,yever, if tne prospective adoption 

12 petitioner is a stepparent or a relative wit:1in the fourth 

13 degree of con3anguinity who nas assumed custody of a minor 

14 person to be adopteti, a preplacement investigation of this 

15 petitioner and a report of the investigation may be completed 

16 at a time estaDlished by tiH~ court or may be •~aived as provided 

17 ~n section six ( u) of ti1is Act. "'±se7 -etn~-±nves~oi:~a"'oi:el'!-al'td 

18 ~e~e~~-~e~~:~i~ecl-~:~nde~-"'fi±s-stlbsee~±en-may-ae-wa±¥ed-5y-~fie 

19 eenrt-i£-the-prespeeti~e-aaep~ien-petitioner-~s-a-ste??erent 

20 e'!"-tt-re±eti.,e-te-~he-~>erse!'l-te-be-ed¢pte<:l-w±~!'t±l'l-the-~etlf'l:fi 

21 de~ree-e~-eensa!'l~tl±n±~y~ 

22 Sec. 4. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), 

23 subsections eight (S) anti ten (10), Code 1977, are amended 

24 to read as follmvs: 

25 8. Any person designated to make an investigation and 

26 report under this sec:tion may request an agency or state 

27 agency, within or w±trtetl"' outside t:1.is state, to conduct a 

28 portion of the investigation or tile report, as may be 

29 appropriate, and to file a supplemental report of such 

30 investigation or report with t.1e court. 

31 In tne c:ase of the adoption of a minor person by a person 

32 oomiciled or residing in any otner jurisdiction of tne United 

33 States, any investiqation or report requirea under tnis section 

34 tvhich nas been conducted pursuant to the stanaards of tnat 

35 other jurisdiction shall be recognized in tnis state . 

-2-



1 10. 'l'ne department or an ag"ncy or investigator may conduct 

2 any investigations requircJ for an interstate or interagency 

3 placement. 

4 Sec. 5. Section six ~undred point eight (600.8), Code 

5 1977, is amended oy adding ~,e following new suosection: 

6 .~EW SUBSECTIOC<. Any investigation ami report required 

7 under subsection one ( 1) of b1is section may be ·waived by 

8 the court if the adoption petitioner is a stepparent of or 

9 is related within the fourtil degree of consanguinity to the 

10 person to be adopted. 

11 Sec. 6. Section six ~unareu point eleven (600.11), 

12 subsection two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

13 2. Zit least 5ixt.y twenty days before tne adoption near-

14 ing, a copy of the petition and its attacnments and a notice 

15 of the adoption nearing shall be given by tne adoption 

16 petitioner to: 

17 a. A guardian, guardian ad litem if appointed for tne 

18 adoption proceedings, and custodian of, and any person in 

19 a parent-child relations,lip with t11e person to be adoptea. 

20 b. The person to be adopted who is an adult. 

21 e.--~he-de~a~t.~eftt.• 

22 d c. Any person who is designated to make an investi-

23 gation and report under section 6J0.8. 

24 e d. Any ethe~ person, other than the petitioner and the 

25 spouse of the petitioning parent, who is requireci to consent 

26 under section 600.7. 

27 A duplicate copy of the petition and its attachments shall 

28 be mailed to the department by the clerk of court at tne time 

2 9 ti1e petition is filed. 

30 Sec. 7. Section six hundreu point eleven (600.11), subsec-

31 tion blree ( 3), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

32 3. A notice of the adoption nearing shall state b1e time, 

33 place, anci purpose of the hearing and shall be ~±~e~-aeee~cl-

34 in~-te-t.fie-a~~~e~±ate served in accordance witn rule fifty-

35 six (SG), subsection one ( 1), of tile rules of civil procedure. 
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1 Proof of tne giving of notice snall ne fileu witd t.1e court 

2 pr 10r to the adopt ion 11 ear ing t1nti- "1'1'"0"ed -by-tl1e- ee~:~!"~-l""i"'" 

3 ~o-iss~:~anee-of-an-adel'eien-eeefee-~:~ntie!"-see~ion-e69~43. 

4 Acceptance of notice oy the party being given notice shall 

5 satisfy the requirements of tnis subsection. 

6 Sec. 3. Section six :1undre<.l point .thirteen (600.13), sub-

7 section one (1), unnumbered paragraph one (1), and subsections 

8 two (2) and three (3), Code 1977, are amended to read as fol-

9 lows: 

10 At the conclusion of the adoption hearing, the court ei~hel" 

11 shall: 

12 2. An interlocutory adoption decree automatically be-

13 comes a final adoption decree at a date specified by the court 

14 in the interlocutory adoption decree, which .date shall not 

15 be less than one hundred eighty days nor more than three 

16 nundred sixty days fror.1 t11e date the interlocutory decree 

17 is issued. However, an interlocutory adoption .decree may 

18 be vacated soone!"-t~an prior to the date specified in for 

19 it by-~ne-eo~:~!"t-fe!"-~eoa-ea~:~se-snown to oecome final. Also, 

20 tne court may provide in the interlocutory adoption decree 

21 for furt:>er oi.>serva tion, inves tiga ti.on, and report of tn.e 

22 conditions of and ti1e relationsnips between tne adoption 

23 petitioner and the person petitioned to be adopted. 

24 3. B~eel"t-as-enhffleftited-in-s~:~bseetion-~7-an-inte,.±ee~:~-

25 tefy-aeevtien-deefee-sna±±-nave-~he-sa~e-±ega±-e£feet-as-a 

26 fina±-ede!'~ien-dee!"ee~ If an interlocu~ory adoption decree 

27 is vacated un~er sui.>section 2, it snall be voicl from the date 

28 of issuance and tne rights, duties, and liabilities of all 

29 persons affected by it shall, unless they have become vested, 

30 be governed accordingly. Upon vacation of an interlocutory 

31 adoption decree, ~1e court shall proceed under the provisions 

32 of subsection 1, paragraph "c". 

33 Sec. 9. Section six hundred point fifteen (600.1S), sub-

34 section one (1), Coue 1977, is amended by striking the subscc-

35 tion and inserting in lieu tnereof tne fo11o~ing: 

-4-
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1 1. a. A decree establisning a parent-child relat1onship 

2 by adoption whiclt is issueti pursuant to due process of l~w 

3 by a court of any otier jurisdiction in or outside t,Je united 

4 States shall be recognizeu in tnis state. 

5 b. A decree terminating a parent-chilJ relationship which 

6 is issued pursuant to due process of law by a court of any 

7 other jurisdiction 1n the united States snall be recognized 

8 1n tnis state. 

9 c. A document certifieu oy toe department as being proper 

10 ev1cence of termination of parental rights in a jurisdiction 

11 outside the United States si1all be recognized in this state. 

l2 Sec. 10. Section six hundre<..o point sixteen (600.16), 

13 subsection one (i), paragraph b, Code 1~77, is amended by 

14 striking the paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof tne 

15 following: 

16 b. The adopted person, provided that person is an adult 

17 at the time the request for information is made. 

l8 Sec. 11. Section six hundred point sixteen (600.16), 

19 suosection two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

zo 2. The permanent termination of parental rignts record 

21 of tne juvenile court under chapter 600A and tole permanent 

22 adoption record of the court shall be sealed by the clerk 

23 of the juvenile court and ~1e clerk of court, as appropriate, 

24 when tney are complete and after tne time for appeal has 

25 expired. All papers and recorcis pertaining to a termination 

26 of parental rights under cnapter GOOA and to an adoption, 

27 >vhetner a part of the permanent terr.1ination and adoption 

28 records of the juvenile court and of tne court or on file 

29 with a guardian, guardian ad litem, custodian, person who 

30 placed a minor person, or tne department shall not be open 

31 to inspection and tile identity of the natural parents of an 

32 adopted person shall not be revealed. Hov;ever, an .agency 

33 involved in placement shall contact the adopting parents or 

34 t.1e adult adopted chilu regarding eligibility of toe aciopted 

35 child for benefits based on entitlement of benefits or 
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1 inheritance from the terminateu natural parents. Also, the 

2 clerk of the court shall, upon application to and order of 

3 the court for good cause snown, open the permanent aoopt~on 

4 record of the court for t;te adopted person who is an adult 

5 and reveal t;1e names of either or botn of t.te natural parents. 

6 A natural parent may file an affidavit requesting ti1at the 

7 court reveal or not reveal the parent's name. The court shall 

8 consider any such affidavit 1n determining whetner there is 

9 good cause to order opening of the records. If the adopted 

10 person who applies for revelation of the natural parents' 

11 name has a sibling who is a minor and who :nas been adopted 

12 by the same parents, the court 5fta~~ may deny sucn application 

13 on the grounds that revelation to tne applicant may also 

14 indirectly and harmfully permit the same revelation to the 

15 applicant's minor sibling. To facilitate the natural parents 

16 in filing such affidavit, tne department shall, upon request 

17 of such parent, file an affidavit in the court in which the 

18 adoption recoros nave been sealeu. 

19 Sec. 12. Cnapter six hundred (600), Code 1977, 1s amended 

20 by adding the following new sections: 

21 :mlv SECTIOCJ. 1'ae aepartment may allow access to auoption 

22 records held by it or an agency if: 

23 a. Tne records were compileu prior to January 1, 1977; 

24 b. Tne identity of ti1e natural parents of the adopted 

25 person is concealed from tite person gaining access to the 

26 records; and, 

27 c. The person gaining access to the records uses them 

28 solely for the purposes of conducting a legitimate research 

29 project or of treating a patient in a medical facility. 

30 NL\'1 SECTIOd. A termination of parental rignts proceeding 

31 or an adoption proceeding pending on January 1, 1977, or a 

32 release of parental rignts or affidavit of consent or consent 

33 to adopt properly given prior to January .1, 1977 shall not 

34 be affected by the provisions of chapter one thousand t\vo 

35 nundred twenty-nine (1229), Acts of the Sixty-sixth Ge~eral 
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1 Assembly, 1'l7G Session. 

2 Sec. 13. Section six i1un<.1reci A !JOint two (600!>..2), suo-

3 section seven (7), Code 1')77, ~s amende<l by striking para-

4 graph b. 

5 St:c. 14. Section six hundre<.i A point two (600A. 2}, sub-

6 sections sixteen (1b) anu seventeen (17), Code 1~77, are 

7 amended to read as follows: 

8 1 6 • "To abandon a minor child" means to permanently relin-

9 quish or surrender, without reference to any particular person, 

10 the parental rignts, duties, or pr~vileges inherent in b1e 

11 parent-child relations11ip. 1'ne term includes botn tne inten-

12 tion to abandon and the acts by whicn tile intention is 

13 e:victenced. 'i'ae term does not require tilat tne relinquishment 

14 or surrender be over a-ien~-e~ any particular period of time. 

15 

16 of 

17. "Independent placement" means placement for pu,rposes 

adoption of a minor pe~~en-e~-a-pe~een,-ethe~-tfian-an 

17 a~ene~7 in the home of a proposed adoptive parent ~n-antie±-

18 pat±en-ef-an-enstlin~-adeptien by a person who is not the 

19 proposed adoptive parent and wno is not acting on behalf of 

20 t.;,e department or of a cnild placing agency. 

21 Sec. 15. Section six nundred A point four (600A.4), 

22 subsection one (1), and subsection two (2), paragraph e, Code 

23 1977, are ar,lended to read as follows: 

24 1. A parent shall not permanently alter ti1e parent-child 

25 relationship, except as ordered by a juvenile court or court. 

26 However, custody of a minor cnild may be assumed by a step-

27 parent or a relative of that cnild within tne fourth degree 

28 of consanguinity or transferred by an acceptance of a release 

2 9 of custody. A person who assuraes custody or wfie an agency 

30 which accepts a release of custody unuer this section becomes, 

31 upon assumption or acceptance, the custodian of toe minor 

32 chila. 

33 e. Shall be Hitnessed by two ciisil'\te:l':es~ed persons familiar 

34 with the parent-child relationship. 

35 Sec. 16. Section six hundred A point four (600!>..4), 
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1 subsection t\vO ( 2), paragrapn il, CoJe 1~77, is amcnueu by 

2 striking tne paragraph anu inserting in lieu tnereof tne 

3 followin<J: 

4 i1. Snall state t:1e purpose of t.1e release, snall indicate 

5 that if it is not revoked it may be grounds for termination, 

6 and shall fully inform t11e signing parent of tne manner in 

7 which a revocation of tne release may be sought. 

8 Sec. 17. Section six hundred A point four (600A.4), sub-

9 section three (3), Code 1977, is amended to read as follo\/s: 

10 3. Nob:ithstanding t:1.e provisions of subsection 2, an 

11 agency or a person making an independent placement may assume 

12 custody of a minor child upon tne signature of tne one living 

13 parent who has possession of the minor child if the agency 

14 or a person making an independent placement immediately 

15 petitions the juvenile court designated in section 600A.5 

16 to be appointed custodian and otherwise petitions, either 

17 in the same netition or witnin a reasonable time in a separate 

18 petition, for termination of parental rights under section 

19 600A.5. l:pon the custody petition, the juvenile court may 

20 appoint a guaruian as well as a custodian. A-~e~s±~~*nEJ 

21 ~a~e~~-~ay-be-~ear6-e~-~~e-e~seeey-~e~ibieft-a~-~fte-hea~iflEJ 

22 eft-~e~~i~atie~-e~-~a~eftba±-~i9rtt~-~fevided-ift~~eetien-6GGA~6~ 

23 Sec. 18. Section six hundred A point four l600A.4), sub-

24 section four(~), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

2 5 4. A-~ai:'eft~-wfle-siEJftS-a-:t>e~ease-e~-ettsee.:iy-lfla:t-·l'e~i~ie"' 

26 withift-the-ti~e-~~ie~-te-t~e-~eei:'i~~-e~-~efminet~e~-e£-!'arenta± 

27 fi~fit5,-er-~e~-re~ttest,-at-~ne-fieafift~-eft-ter~i~a~ien-e£ 

28 l'<~feftta±-fi~hts,-~rte-jttvefti±e-eeH~~-aesi~neteci-in-~eetieft 

29 699A~5,-te-efde~-t~e-re±ease-fe~e~ed~--%~7-withi~-~±ne~r-5±~ 

30 nett~s-ef-~i9ftift9-~ne-re±ease-e-~afe~t-!'e~±t±efts-~e-fia¥e-~ne 

31 fe±ease-fevekeci 7 -~ne-jttveni±e-eetlft-sfia±±-e£def-tfie-~e~ea~e 

32 feve~ee.--etrtefwi~e,-~~e-;ttveni±e-eett~e-sha±±-efde~-tfie-£e±ease 

33 ~evekee-en~y-H~eft-e±ear-a,.,~-een¥iftei~9-e¥±6eftee-~hat-EJeee 

34 eetlse-e~ists-fef-:t>e¥eeatieft• Either a parent who has signed 

1t 35 a release of custody, or a nonsigning parent, may, at any 
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1 time prior to the entry of an order terminating parental 

2 rights, request t:1e juvenile court designated in section six 

3 nundred A point five (600A.5) of the Coue to order the revo-

4 cation of an¥ release of custody previously executed by either 

5 parent. If such request is by a signing parent, and is within 

6 ninety-six hours of the time such parent signed a release 

7 of custody, the juvenile court shall order the release revoked. 

8 Othen1ise, the juvenile court shall order the release or 

9 releases revoked only upon clear and convincing evidence .that 

10 good cause exists for revocation. Good cause for revoca-

11 tion includes but is not limited to a showing that the re-

12 lease \vas obtained by fraud, coercion, or misrepresentation 

13 of law or fact which \vas rna tcrial to its execution. In de-

14 termining whether good cause, other than fraud, coercion or 

15 misrepresentation, exists for revocation, the juvenile court 

16 shall give paramount consideration to the best interests of 

1i the child and due consideration to the interests of the parents 

18 of the child and of any person standing in the place .of the 

19 parents. 

20 Sec. 19. Section SlX hundred A point five (600A.5), sub-

21 section two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

22 2. A petition for termination of parental rights shall 

23 be filed with the juvenile court in the county in vlhich the 

24 guardian or custodian of the child resides or the child, the 

25 natural mother or the pregnant woman is domiciled. However, 

26 if a juvenile court has made an order pertaining to a minor 

27 child under section 232.33 and that order is still in force, 

28 the petition shall be fileu with that juvenile court. 

29 Sec. 20. Section six hundred A point six (600A.6), sub-

30 sections one ( 1), two (2), four (4), five (5), six (.6) and 

31 seven (7), Code 1977, are amended to read as follows: 

32 1. A termination of parental rights shall, .unless provided 

33 otherwise in this section, be effeeh>.e<ted .ordered only after 

34 notice has been served on all necessary parties and these 

35 parties have been given an opportunity to be .heard before 

-9-
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1 tne juvenile court. A-JI!'leeessa~y "Necessary !-'arty" ine±ttees 

2 means any person whose name, residence, and domicile ±s are 

3 required to be included on tne pet~tion under sect~on 600A.5, 

4 subsection 3, paragraphs "a" and "b".---Hewe"Vef7-a-!!!"!eee~:te:~y 

5 pat'~y.ll-eees-!'le~-±ne:!:ttde except a natural parent \vho has been 

6 aejttcl±eated-~e-fia~e-fal'ed convicted of having sexually abused 

7 the other natural parent while not cohabiting with .that parent 

8 as husband and wife, ti1ereby producing the birth of the child 

9 aes±~na~ed-±n-seet±en-~eei'\~5,-s~eseet±en-~,-pat'a~t'apfi-.lla.ll 

10 who is the subject of the termination proceedings. 

11 2. Prior to the service of notice on the necessary parties, 

12 t~e juvenile court shall appoint a guardian ad litem for a 

13 minor child if the child does not have a guardian el"-9ttat'dial'l 

14 ad-±±~em or if the interests of the guardian et'-9ttard±al'l~ad 

15 :!:±~em conflict with the interests of the child. Such guardian 

16 ad litem shall be a necessary .party under subsection .1 of 

17 this section. 

18 4. A necessary party whose identity and location or ±ast 

19 :!:eea~±el'l address is knmvn shall be served by-netiee.,.-.persena±±:;> 

20 cle:!:±veretl. in accordance with rule fifty-six (56), subsection 

21 one (1), of the rules of civil procedure or sent by festf±etetl. 

22 certified mail restricted delivery, whichever is determined 

23 to be the most effective means of notification. Such notice 

24 shall be made served according to the rules of civil procedure 

25 relating to an original notice where not inconsistent with 

2 6 the provisions of this section. :;;otice by-pel'sena:l:-de:!::i:~ery 

2 7 pursuant to rule fifty-six (56) , subsection one . ( 1) , of the 

28 rules of civil procedure shall be served not less t~an .seven 

29 days prior to the hearing on termination of parental rights. 

30 Notice by ~es~~±eted certified mail restricted delivery shall 

31 be sent not less than fourteen days prior to the hearing on 

32 termination of parental rignts. A notice by feS~f:i:etee cer-

33 tified mail restricted delivery which is refused by the 

34 necessary party being noticed shall be sufficient .notice to 

35 that party under this section. 

-1 o-
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1 Acceptance of notice l.>y the necessary partL_shall satisfv 

2 the requirements of t:1is subsection. 

3 5. A necessary party whose identity is knm,;n but whose 

4 location or ±ast-±eea~±en address is unknown may be served 

5 by published notice. Such notice shall be served according 

6 to the rules of civil procedure relating to an original notice 

7 where not inconsistent with the provisions of this section. 

8 In addition to the requirements of subsection 3, such notice 

9 shall include only the narne of the unlocated necessary party 

10 being noticed. ~otice by publication shall be published once 

11 a week for two consecutive h·eeks, the last publication to 

12 be not less than seven days prior to tne hearing on termination 

13 of parental rights. 

14 6. Tne juvenile court shall require that every reasonable 

15 effort is made to identify, locate, and notice .an unidentified 

16 anti or unlocated necessary party. A reasonable effort to 

17 notice ~fi±s-neeessary such party .shall not be by .published 

18 notice which includes the name of any .identified necessary 

19 party. If the juvenile court reasonably .concludes, upon .a 

20 proper showing, that the identity and location of the necessary 

21 party has not been determined, the juvenile .court .shall, upon 

22 proper findings and order entered of .record, dispense with 

23 notice to this necessary party. 

24 7. Proof of service of notice in the manner prescribed 

25 shall be filed with the juvenile court prior to the hearing 

26 on termination of parental rights and-app~vea-by-~fie-;~-

27 veni±e-ee~~~-p~±e~-~e-iss~a~ee-e£-a-~ef~ifiatien-ef6ef-tlnder 

28 seet±eft-6eeA~8. 

29 Sec. 21. Section six hundred A point seven (600A.7), sub-

30 sections one (1) and two (2), Code 1977, are amended to read 

31 as follows: 

32 1. Tne hearing on termination of .parental rignts shall 

33 be conducted in accordance ~e with the provisions of sec-

34 tions 232.27, 232.28, 232.30, anc 232.32 .and ot!1.erwise in 

35 accordance with the rules of civil procedure. Suer. hearins 

-11-
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I shall be held n~~-±ess no earlier tnan one .week .after the 

2 child is born. 

3 2. Relevant information, including ciJat contained in re-

4 ports, studies or examinations and testified to by interested 

5 persons, may be admitted into evidence .at the hearing and 

6 relied upon to the extent of its probative value. When such 

7 information is so admitted, the person s~e~9erin9 submitting 

8 it or testifying shall be subject to both direct and cross-

9 examination by a necessary party. 

10 Sec. 22. Section six hundred A point seven (600A.7), Code 

11 1977, is amended by striking subsection three .(3). 

12 Sec. 23. Section six hundred A point eight (600A.8), sub-

13 section seven (7), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

14 7. A parent has been ordered to contribute .to the support 

15 of the child or financially aid in the child's birth and has 

16 failed to do so without good cause. ~~±s-5~see~±en-sfie±~ 

17 ~e~-be-eefts~r~ea-se-es-~e-s~e~e-e-9re~nes-£er-~erffl±na~±en 

18 e£-~are~~e~-r±9~~s-e£-a-nene~s~ea±a±-~aren~-±£-~a~-~eren~ 

19 ~es-ne~-been-eraerea-~e-er-eenne~-f±nene±e±±t-ee~~r±b~~e~~e 

20 ~e-s~~~er~-ef-~Re-e~±±o-or-a±e-±n-the-eh±~oLs-bir~h~ 

21 Sec. 24. Section six hundred A point e~ght (600A.8), Code 

22 1977, is amended by adding the following new subsections: 

23 .~ml SUBSECTION. A parent does not object to the termina-

24 tion after having been given proper notice .and the opportunity 

25 to object. 

26 NEW SUBSECTION. A parent does not object to the termina-

27 tion although every reasonable effort has been made to 

28 identify, locate and give notice to that parent as required 

29 in section six hundred A point six (600A.6) of .tlle Code. 

30 Sec. 25. Section six hundred A point nine (600A.9), .Code 

31 1977, is amended to read as follo,vs: 

32 600A. 9 TER11INATIOCJ FINDINGS AND ORDER--VACATIOC< OF ORDER. 

33 1. Subsequent to the hearing on termination of parental 

34 rights, the juvenile court shall make a finding of .facts and 

35 shall er6er-~ha~-eiefier: 

-12~ 
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1 

2 

a. ~he Order the petition be dismisscu; or, 

b. ~fte-~etitien-~he~±d-net-be-~~e.nted-tlt-thet-time 7 -btit 

3 thet-eenditiens-±~d±eetin~-that-tRe-e~±±d-is-in-need-ef 

4 assistanee-e~:ist 7 -end-an-e~de~-te-trtet-e£feet-is-isstled 

5 ~tl~s~ant-te-seetien-232~337-ef7 Find tnat the petition should 

6 not be granted but that the child is a child in need of 

7 assistance as defined in section two hundred thirtv-two point 

8 two (232.2), subsection thirteen (13) of t:Ce Code and that 

9 an order shall be issued pursuant to section.two hundred 

10 thirty-two point thirty-three (232.33) of the Code; or, 

11 c. 'i'i'!e Order the petition be gran tee. The juvenile .court 

12 shall appoint a guardian and a custodian or a guardian .only. 

13 An order issued under L~is paragraph shall include the finding 

14 of facts. Prtis-£±ndin~-she±±-entlffie~ete-the-£eet~e±-basis 

15 wfiiei'!-indieates-trtet-the-~efent-efii±d-re±etiensh±~-shetl±d 

16 be-tefftl±na-ted-and-sfia±±-s!'eei£y-hew-ttl::is-f'±nd:i:~"J-app±ies-te 

17 tne-~fetlnds-tlpen-whieh-tfie--tefftl:i:net±en-±s-efde~ed~ 

• 

18 Such finding shall specify the factual basis for terminating tt 
19 the parent-child relationship and shall specify the ground 

20 or grounds upon which the termination is ordered. 

21 2. If an order is issued under subsection 1, paragraph 

22 "c" of this section, the juvenile court shall retain jurisdic-

23 tion to change a guardian or custodian and to allow a 

24 terminated parent to request vacation of the termination order 

25 if~ 

26 67--~fte the child is not on placement for adoption or a 

27 petition for adoption of the child is not on file7-e~7 

28 67--~he-~~a~cl~a~-eensents-~n-wf±e~n~-te-~e-~aeae±en. 

29 The juvenile court shall grant the vacation request only if 

30 it is ln the best interest of the child. 

31 3. A copy of any £ind±n~s-e£-£ae~-ancl order made under 

32 tl1is section shall be sent by the clerk of th.e juvenile _court 

33 to: 

34 a. 

35 b. 

The department. 

The petitioner. 
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1 c. The parents whose rights have been terminated if they 

2 request such copies. 

3 d. Any guardian, custodian, or guardia:: ad litem of the 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

child. 

EXPLA."'ATION 

This bill makes corrective changes in the adoption laws 

passed during the 1976 session of the General Assembly which 

are codified as chapters 600 and 600A of the 1977 Cock: .of 

Iowa. The majority of the bill's sections are .intended to 

clarify or correct present code language and make no 

substantive changes in the law. 

Substantive changes in the bill include: An .extension 

of the waiver of investigations in cases of adoption by step­

parents and relatives to postplacement and background inves­

tigations as well as to preplacement investigations; allowing 

a certified or approved investigator to make.investigations 

for interstate or interagency .placements; a change in the 

time for giving notice of an adoption hearing from sixty .to 

twenty days before the hearing date; elimination of the 

requirement for formal notice to the department and to the 

petitioner and the petitioner's spouse; codification .of 

22 provisions relating to access to adoption records which were 

2 3 passed by the 1976 session of the General Assembly; provision 

24 that consents to adoption obtained prior to January 1, 1977 

25 remain unaffected by the termination requirements which .become 

26 effective on that date; elimination of .the requirement of 

27 "disinterest" on the part of .persons witnessing releases of 

28 custody; and the statement of two new grounds .for termination 

29 of parental rights. 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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SE~!\TE 58 
MAY 17, 1977 

House ~~en~~ent to S~nate File 363 

S-3618 

1 
2 
J 

" 5 
6 
7 
a 
9 

lO 
11 
12 
13 
14 
:!.5 
:!.6 
1 -- I 

18 
19 
20-
22 
22 
23 
2~ 

25 
25 
27 
28 
29 
30 

-~ JO .. 

. Ji 
,30 
39 
(,"') 

41 
42 
43 

~6 

~~ 

43 

50 

Amend Senate File 363 as fo:lows: 
1. Page 1, line 19, by striking the word and 

figure "Sec. 2." and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word and figure "Sec. 3." 

2. Page 2, by inserting a.:ter line 21 the follow­
ing section: 

"Sec. . Section six hundred point eight (600.8), 
subsection-three (3), Code 1977, is amended by striking 
the subsection and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 

3. The department, an agency or an i~vestigator 
shall conduct all investigations and reports required 
under subsection two (2) of this section." 

3. Page 3, by inserting after line 3 the follo••­
ing pa.rag::-aph: 

•.:;ny interstate investigations or placements shall 
follow the procedures and regulations under the inter­
state compact on the placement of children. Such 
investigations and placements shall be in compliance 
wi~h the laws of the states in'lolved .. " 

4. Page 3, by striking lines 24 and 25 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words: 

"e d. Any other person who is requi:r:-ed to consent". 
5. -Page J, by inserting after line 26 the following 

words: 
"Nc~hing i~ this subsection shall re~ui~e the 

petitioner to give notice to self or to petitioner's 
spouse." 

6.. ?age 4, line. 4, by striking the words "of 
:1-otice" and inserti!"'.g in lieu thereof t~e words .,of 
serv i.e e" . 

7. ?age 4, line 8, by st::-iking the -.... ords "two 
(2) and ti"l=ee (3)" ar.d inserting in lieu thereof the 
words "t:wo (2), three (3) and five (5)". 

8. Page 4, by insertiug after line 32 the fell-ow­
ing: 

"5. An.interlocutory or a fi:1al ado.,tion decree 
s~all be entered with the clerk of the court. such 
dec~ee shall set for~h any facts ot the adoption 
petition which have been proven to the satisfaction 
of the court and any other fac~s considered to be 
relevant by the cou=t and shall grant the adoption 
?etition. If so designated in the adoption decree, 
the name of the adopted person shall be changed by 
issuance of that decree~ The clerk of the court 
shall, within thirty days of issuance, deliver one 
certified copy of any ado~tion decree to the 
petitioner, one co9y cf a~y aGo?tion ce~~~~e~ dec~ee 
~o the depa.rt::1ent and ar.:{ agency o~ perso~ :naki!:g 
an indeoe~dent ~lacemenc who placed a ~i~or person 



SENATE 59 
l-'..AY 17 1 1977 

S-3618 
Page 2 

1 for adoption, and one certification of adoption as 
2 prescribed in section 144.19 to t.~e state registrar 
3 of vital statistics. Upon ~ecei?t of the 
4 certification, the state registrar shall prepare a 
5 new birth certificate pursuant to section 144.23 and 
6 deliver to the parents n~~ed in the decree and any 
7 adult person adopted by t.'J.e decree a copy of the ne't; 
3 birth certificate. The parents shall pay the fee . 
9 prescribed in section 144.46. rf ~~e person adopted• 

10 •,ras born outside the state, the state registrar shall 
11 forward the certification of ado;:>tion to b'>.e 
12 a?propriate agency in the state of birth. A copy 
13 of any interlocutory adoption decree vacation shall 
1~ be dalivered and anot."ler birth certi.fica te shall be 
15 prepared in t.'fte same wanner as a certification of 
16 adoption is delivered and the birth. certificate •...as 
17 originally prepared." . 
18 9. Page 10, line one, by inserting afte:: t.he 1,\?rd 
1:1 "cc=t" the words "excet>t. that notice need not be 
20 served on t."'l.e petitioner or on any necessat:y party 
21 who is spouse of tli.e petitioner". 
22 10.. Page 11, line 10, Oy st=iking the ~·;ords "o!' 
23 \.:nlocated,. and inserting i;1. lieu t.P .. ereof t...~e '"llO!."d 
2.; H~~.:~at~&'"" ... 
25 ll .. Page 13.: lineS, by s~iking the. r,...,-ord "that::!· 
26 and inserting in lieu t.Itareof the ~ ... -ards "sha.ll--r5S'ue" .. 
27 12. Page 13, li!'!e 9, by strikii!g the. tvords "shall 
28 be issued". 
29 13. .Renumbering the remaining sections of the 
30 bill to confo= to this amenc.:;tent. 

S-3618 FILED 
)1AY 16, 1977 

RECEIVED FROM THE ROuSE 

-.~~ ~ ~lf/n & /G 74-) 

• 

• 



~:.;y 13, 19/7 
?AGE 40 

•• 2 
3 
" ~ 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

~0 

1 1 
1 2 
1 3 
j 4 
15 
1 6 
1 7 
1 s 
1 9 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
25 

.27 
28 
29 
30 
'. ~· 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
,, ' ... 
42 
43 
44 
"-~~ 
45 
.. -~ I 

~s 
~9 

SG 

•• 

S~KAT:S F!I..E 363 

&~e~C Senate File 363, a5 a~ended, passed an~ 
re?r:..n~eC. ~y ~he Sena::e, as :fo2.lcv~s: 

1. ?age 2, by i~se=~i~g a!te~ l~~e 21 t~e ~allow-
. . :.:1g sec tl.cr-:.: 

"Sec. • . Section six ht:.ndred point eight. (600. 8 l, 
subsection three (3), Code 1977,.is amended by striking 
the s~bsection and i~sertir.g in lieu the~eof the 
fol:owing: 

3. The departmen~, a~ agency o~ an investigator 
shall conduct all investigatic~~ a~d reports =equired 
under subsection t1~o (2) o£ this section." 

2. Page 3, by inserting after line 3 the follow­
ing paragraph: 

"Any interstate investigations or plac~~ents shall 
follow the procedures and regulations under the inter­
state compact on ~~e placement of children. Such 
investigations and placements shall be in cor.pliance 
with the la\YS o£ the states involved." 

3. Page 4, line 8, by striking the ;·rords "1:wo 
( 2) and three ( 3) " and inserting in lieu thereof ~~e 

. " '~) .~ '3) _, ,. (5)" •,;orc.s two t..: , -=ee \ an.... :n. ve • 
4 Page 4, ~y inserting after line 32 the follow-

ing: 
5. An interlocutory or a final adoption decree 

shall be e~tered wi~h ~~e clerk of ~~e court. Such 
decree shall set forth any facts o= the adoption 
petition which have heen proven to the satisfaction 
of t~e cou~t and any other facts conside=ed to be 
relevant by the court and shall grant ~~e adoption 
petition. !f so designated in the adoption decree, 
the na~e of the adopted person shall be changed by 
issuance of that decree. ~he clerk of the court 
shall, within ~~irty days of issuance, deliver one 
certified copy of any adoption decree to the 
petitioner, one copy of any adoption ~~~ae~ dec=ee 
to the department and any agency or perso::J tr.aY.~ng 
an independent placement who placed a minor person 
for adoption, and one certification of adoption as 
presc:::ibed in section 141~.19 to the state registrar 
of vital statistics. Upcn receipt of the 
certification, the state reg5.strar shall prepa:::e a 
new birth certificate pu:::suant to section 144.23 ~,d 
delive::: to the parents named in the decree and any 
adult person accpted by the decree a copy of the ne'l-7 
birth certifica~e. The parents shall pay ~~e =ee 
prescribed in section 1U4.U6. If the person adopted 
was borr. outside t~e state, the state registrar shall 
forward the ce~tificetion of adoptio~ to ~~e 
appropriate agency in the sta~e o: bi~th. A copy 
of any inte~locutory aCoption dec~ee vaca~ion shall 
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1 ~e delivered anC a~o~her bi~th cer~ifica~e s~all be 
?~epa=e~ i~ tte sa~e ~2~r.er as a certifica~~on of 
adc~=icn is delive~ed and ~~e ~i=t~ certi!ica~e was 

2 
3 
4 o= is i:-~ally prepared. 

~-~l~l FILED, ADOPTED BY ,JESSE of Polk 
:·~-; '!." : 2 , 1. 9 7 7 ( 1 · .;:u ~- ~) 
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SE:~ATE F:::LE 363 

Amend Senate File 363, as amended, passed, 
reprin~ed by ~~e Senate, as follows~ 

1. ?age 3, by st=iking lines 24 a~d 25 and 
i~sa=~i~g in lieu ~~ereo£ ~~e ~ords: 

"~ C. ~~y othe= nerson who is required to 
2 -, 3 b ' - ... ~.. 1' 26 .. , • • age , y _nser ,:.J.ng a~ .er _ne ~ .. e 

words: 

and 

consent r.. 

following 

"Not.::.ing in t,.:,is subsect.ioi!. shall rec:pJ.i!'e the 
:;>eti~io:1e:::- to give notice to self or to pet.i~ioner' s 
spouse~u 

3. Page 4r ~ine 4 1 by st.=ikinq the wo=ds r.of 
:--..ot.ice H a.""1d inserting in lieu. t.:~ereof the worcSnof 
ser-vice c·. 

~. ?age 
n cot:.=~ f' ~-"--le 

10, line one, by inse=ting a=~e= ~he word 
words nexcept ~"J.at :-:tot-ice need not. be 

16 se:::-.rec on t.~e petitioner or on a:1y necessary p~ty 
17 v.,·::o is S?Ot:..se of t.~e peti-tione!"" ~ 
1 S 5. ?age 11 ; line 1 6, by striki:1q t!le wc=-d.s n ££ 
19 ~::located". 
20 6. Page 13, line 8, by st::::-ik::..ng t . .'1.e word "that" 
21 e_~C i~se!'~:..:1g in lieu thereof tbe words "sl'lall-r5Sue 11 

.. 

22 7. Page 1 3, li."le 9, by st:::-iki::Jg the wo:::-:is "shall 
23 be issued". 

~-4235 !:LED, ADOPTED 
~!..;'::. 12 ,· 1977 (p ~r.n) 

BY LI?SKY of Linn 

1 
2 
3 

::> 

6 
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SE~ATE FILE 363 

,:;.'l\enc'. Senate File 363, as arn.ended, passed and 
:::-e?rinted by the Senate, as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 19, by striking the wo::::-d and 
::i~u=e us ec. 2. u and inse.:--cing i!'l lieu thereo= the 
wc~d and ~igu~e "Sec. 3~" 

2. By ren~~e~ing the ra~ain~ng sections of the 
bill to confo~ to this ~en~~ent. 

H-4133 FILED, ADO?T~D 
~~;y 12, '2.977 (r/' ,<l,;il} 

BY LIPSKY of Linn 
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AN ACT 

TO MAKE TEC!I:HCAL CORRECTIONS AND TO CLARIFY LANGUAGE IN 

THE ADOPTION LAWS AND THE TERMINATION OF PARE~TAL RIGHTS 

LAWS, A:ID TO PER!UT HAIVER OF INVESTIGATIOnS Ii< CASES OF 

ADOPTIO!IS BY STEPPARENTS OR RELATIVI:S, TO ALLOW AN INVES­

TIGATOR TO MAKE INVESTIGATIONS FOR INTERSTATE OR INTER­

AGENCY PLACEHENTS, TO CHANGE THE TIME FOR GIVING NOTICE 

OF AN ADOPTIO!I HEARING FROM SIXTY DAYS TO TWENTY DAYS BE­

FORE THE HEARING DATE, TO ELIMINATE THE REQUIREI1E:<T FOR 

FORMAL NOTICE TO THE DEPARTHENT Al'JD TO THE PETITIONER AND 

THE PETITIONER'S SPOUSE, TO GIVE THE COURT DISCRETION IF 

THE MATTER OF OPENING RECORDS TO AN ADULT ADOPTED PERSON 

VIHO HAS AN ADOPTED MINOR SIBLING, TO CODIFY PROVISIONS 

RELATING TO ACCESS TO ADOPTIOll RECORDS WHICH WERE PASSED 

BY THE 1976 SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSE}ffiLY, TO PROVIDE 

THAT CONSENTS TO ADOPTION OBTAINED PRIOR TO JANUARY 1, 

1977 Sl!ALL BE UNAFFECTI:D BY THE TERIU:lATIOll REQUIREI!ENTS 

viHICH BECOME EFFECTIVE ON THAT DATE, TO ELI/1INATE THE 

REQUIREI!ENT OF "DISINTEREST" ON THE PART OF PERSONS WIT­

NESSING RELEASES OF CUSTODY, AND TO STATE THO NEW GROUNDS 

FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSE11BLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section six hundred point two (600.2), 

subsection two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

2. "Investigator" means a natural person who is certified 

or approved, by the department as being capable of conduct­

ing an investigation under section 600.8. 

Sec. 2. Section six hundred point three (600.3), sub­

section two (2), Code 1977, is amended by striking the subsec­

tion and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

2. An adoption petition shall not be filed until a ter­

mination of parental rights has been accomplished except in 

the following circumstances: 

" -
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a. The person to be adopted is an adult. 

b. The parent's spouse is the adoption petitioner. 

For the purposes of this subsection, a consent to adopt 

recognized by the courts of another jurisdiction in the United 

States and obtained from a resident of t:<at jurisdiction shall 

be accepted in this state in lieu of a termination of parental 

rights proceeding. 

Sec. 3. Section six hundred point five (60n.5), subsec­

tions four (4), five (5), and ten (10), Code 1977, are ~ended 

to read as follows: 

4. The name, residence, and domicile of any guardian, 

or custodian 7-e~-~~a~o±aH-ao-i±~em-fe~ of the person to be 

adopted and the name, residence, and domicile of that person's 

guardian ad litem if one is appointed for the adoption 

proceedings. 

5. The name, residence, and domicile of the petitioner, 

if this is not required to be stated under subsection 4 of 

this section, and the date or expected date on which the per­

son to be adopted, if a minor, began or f>e~±Hs will begin 

living with the petitioner. 

10. When and where termination of parental rights pertain-, 

ing to the person to be adopted ha¥e ~ occurred, if ter­

mination was required under section 600.3. 

Sec. 4. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), subsection 

two (2), paragraph a, Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

a. A preplacernent investigation and report of the investi­

gation shall be completed and the prospective adoption peti­

tioner approved for a placement by the person making the in­

vestigation prior to any agency or independent placement of 

a minor person in the petitioner's horne in anticipation of 

an ensuing adoption. A report of a preplacernent investigation 

that has approved a prospective adoption petitioner for a 

placement shall not authorize placement of a minor person 

with that petitioner after one year from the date of tlle 

report's issuance. However, if the prospective adoption 

petitioner is a stepparent or a relative within the fourth 

degree of consanguinity who has ass~~ed custody of a minor 

-
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person to be adopted, a preplacement investigation of this 

petitioner and a report of the investigation may be completed 

at a time established by the court or may be waived a~ provided 

in section six (6) of this Act. Aise,-an~-±n¥es~±~a~±en-ane 

~e~e~~-~e~H±~ee-~nee~-~his-a~bsee~±en-ffia~-be-wa±¥ee-b~-~he 

ee~f~-±£-~he-~~ea~ee~±¥e-eee~~±en-~e~±~±ene~-±s-a-a~e~~a~en~ 

e~-a-~eia~i¥e-~e-~he-~e~aen-~e-be-aee~~ee-w±~h±n-~he-£e~~~h 

ee~~ee-e£-eenaan~~±n±~y~ 

Sec. 5. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), subsection 

three (3}, Code 1977, is amended by striking the subsection 

and inserting in lieu tl1ereof the following: 

3. The department, an agency or an investigator shall 

conduct all investigations and reports required under 

subsection two (2) of this section. 

Sec. 6. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), 

subsections eight (8) and ten (10), Code 1977, are amended 

to read as follows: 

8. Any person designated to make an investigation and 

report under this section may request an agency or state 

agency, within or wi~heH~ outside this state, to conduct a 

portion of the investigation or the report, as may be 

appropriate, and to file a supplemental report of such 

investigation or report with the court. 

In the case of the adoption of a minor person by a person 

domiciled or residing in any other jurisdiction of the United 

States, any investigation or report required under this section 

which has been conducted pursuant to the standards of that 

other jurisdiction shall be recognized in this state. 

10. The department or an agency or investigator may conduct 

any investigations required for an interstate or interagency 

placement. 
Any interstate investigations or placements shall follow 

the procedures and regulations under the interstate compact 

on the placement of children. Such investigations and 

placements shall be in compliance with the laws of the states 

involved. 
Sec. 7. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), Code 

• e 
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1977, is aroended by adding the following ne1-1 suhsection: 

NEl-l SUBSECTIO!l. Any investigation and report required 

under subsection one (1) of this section may be \laived by 

the court if the adoption petitioner is a stepparent of or 

is related within the fourth degree of consanguinity to the 

person to be adopted. 

Sec. 8. Section six hundred point eleven (600.11), 

subsection two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

2. At least si>(~y twentv days before the adoption hear­

ing, a copy of the petition and its attachments and a notice 

of the adoption hearing shall be given by the adoption 

petitioner to: 

a. A guardian, guardian ad litem if appointed for the 

adoption proceedings, and custodian of, and any person in 

_a parent-child relationship with the person to be adopted. 

b. The person to be adopted who is an adult. 

e~--~he-ee~e~~men~~ 

e £· Any person who is designated to make an investi­

gation and report under section 600.8. 

e £· Any other person who is required to consent under 

section 600.7. 

Nothing in this subsection shall require the petitioner 

to give notice to self or to petitioner's spouse. 

A duplicate copy of the petition and its attachments shall 

be mailed to the department by the clerk of court at the time 

the petition is filed. 

Sec. 9. Section six hundred point eleven (600.11), subsec­

tion three (3), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

3. A notice of the adoption hearing shall state the time, 

place, and purpose of the hearing and shall be ~i¥en-aeeefe­

±n~-~e-~he-a~~~e~f±a~e served in accordance with rule fifty­

six (56), subsection one (1), of the rules of civil procedure. 

Proof of the giving of notice shall be filed with the court 

prior to the adoption hearing ant'l.-d!>J"fe¥ee-b~-~he-eetlf~-~fie~ 

~e-iss~anee-e£-an-at'l.e~~±en-t'l.eefee-tlnee~-aee~ien-6ee~4~. 

Acceptance of service by the party being given notice shall 

satisfy the requirements of this subsection. 

- - ·:I 
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Sec. 10. Section six hundred point thirteen (600.13), 

subsection one (1), unnumbered paragraph one (1), and 

subsections two (2), three (3) and five (5) Code 1977, are 

amended to read as follows: 

At the conclusion of the adoption hearing, the court e~the~ 

shall: 

2. An interlocutory adoption decree automatically be­

comes a final adoption decree at a date specified by the court 

in the interlocutory adoption decreeL which date shall not 

be less than one hundred eighty days nor more than three 

hundred sixty days from the date the interlocutory decree 

is issued. However, an interlocutory adoption decree may 

be vacated ~ee~e~-the~ prior to the date specified ~H !£E 
it by-the-ee~~t-£e~-9eea-ea~~e-~hewH to become final. Also, 

the court may provide in the interlocutory adoption decree 

for further observation, investigation, and report of the 

conditions of and the relationships between the adoption 

petitioner and the person petitioned to be adopted. 

3. EHee~t-a~-e~~e~eteo-~~-~~b~eet~e~-~,-e~-~~t~~±ee~­

te~y-eee~t~en-dee~ee-~he±±-have-the-~ame-±e9a±-effeet-as-a 

f~~a±-aee~t~e~-aee~ee~ If an interlocutory adoption decree 

is vacated under subsection 2, it shall be void from the date 

of issuance and the rights, duties, and liabilities of all 

persons affected by it shall, unless they have become vested, 

be governed accordingly. Upon vacation of an interlocutory 

adoption decree, the court shall proceed under the provisions 

of subsection 1, paragraph "c". 

5. An interlocutory or a final adoption decree shall be 

entered with the clerk of the court. Such decree shall set 

forth any facts of the adoption petition which have been 

proven to the satisfaction of the court and any other facts 

considered to be relevant by the court and shall grant the 

adoption petition. If so designated in 

the name of the adopted person shall be 

of that decree. The clerk of the court 

days of issuance, deliver one certified 

the adoption decree, 

changed by issuance 

shall, within thirty 

copy of any adoption 

decree to the petitioner, one copy of any adoption asst~aet 

-• -
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decree to the department and any agency or person making an 

independent placement who placed a minor person for adoption, 

and one certification of adoption as prescribed in section 

144.19 to the state registrar of vital statistics. Upon 

receipt of the certification, the state registrar shall prepare 

a new birth certificate pursuant to section 144.23 and deliver 

to the parents named in the decree and any adult person adopted 

by the decree a copy of the new birth certificate. The parents 

shall pay the fee prescribed in section 144.46. If the person 

adopted was born outside the state, the state registrar shall 

forward the certification of adoption to the appropriate 

agency in the state of birth. A copy of any interlocutory 

adoption decree vacation shall be delivered and another birth 

certificate shall be prepared in the same manner as a 

certification of adoption is delivered and the birth 

certificate was originally prepared. 

Sec. 11. Section six hundred point fifteen (600.15), sub­

section one (1), Code 1977, is amended by striking the subsec­

tion and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

1. a. A decree establishing a parent-child relationship 

by adoption which is issued pursuant to due process of law 

by a court of any other jurisdiction in or outside the United 

States shall be recognized in this state. 

b. A decree terminating a parent-child relationship which 

is issued pursuant to due process of law by a court of any 

other jurisdiction in the United States shall be recognized 

in this state. 

c. A document certified by the department as being proper 

evidence of termination of parental rights in a jurisdiction 

outside the United States shall be recognized in this state. 

Sec. 12. Section si~ hundred point sixteen (600.16), 

subsection one (1), paragraph b, Code 1977, is amended by 

striking the paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof the 

following: 
b. The adopted person, provided that person is an adult 

at the time the request for information is made. 

Sec. 13. Section six hundred point sixteen (600.16), 

"<- -. 
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subsection two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

2. The permanent terl'1ination of parental rights record 

of the juvenile court under chapter 600A and the permanent 

adoption record of the court shall be sealed by the clerk 

of the juvenile court and the clerk of court, as appropriate, 

when they are complete and after the time for appeal has 

expired. All papers and records pertaining to a termination 

of parental rights under chapter 600A and to an adoption, 

whether a part of the permanent termination and ado:)tion 

records of the juvenile court and of the court or on file 

with a guardian, guardian ad litem, custodian, person who 

placed a minor person, or the department shall not be open 

to inspection and the identity of the natural parents of an 

adopted person shall not be revealed. However, an agency 

involved in placement shall contact the adopting parents or 

the adult adopted child regarding eligibility of the adopted 

child for benefits based on entitlement of benefits or 

inheritance from the terminated natural parents. Also, the 

clerk of the court shall, upon application to and order of 

the court for good cause shown, open the permanent adoption 

record of the court for the adopted person who is an adult 

and reveal the names of either or both ;:>f the natural parents. 

A natural parent may file an affidavit requesting that the 

court reveal or not reveal the parent's name. The court shall 

consider any such affidavit in determining whether t;-,ere is 

good cause to order opening of the records. If the adopted 

person who applies for revelation of the natural parents' 

name has a sibling who is a minor and v1ho has been adopted 

by the same parents, the court sha.'!:'!: ~ deny such application 

on the grounds that revelation to the applicant may also 

indirectly and harmfully permit the same revelation to the 

applicant's minor sibling. To facilitate the natural parents 

in filing such affidavit, the department shall, upon request 

of such parent, file an affidavit in the court in which the 

adoption records have been sealed. 

Sec. 14. Chapter six hundred (600), Code 1977, is amended 

by adding the following nm·1 sections: 

e 
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NEvi SECTIO'·l. The department may alloVl access to adoption 

records held by it or an agency if: 

a. The records were compiled prior to January 1, 1977; 

b. The identity of the natural parents of the adopted 

person is concealed from the person gaining access to the 

records; and, 

c. The person gaining access to the records uses them 

solely for the purposes of conducting a legitimate research 

project or of treating a patient in a medical facility. 

NE\'1 SI:CTION. A termination of parental rights proceeding 

or an adoption proceeding pending on January 1, 1977, or a 

release of parental rights or affidavit of consent or consent 

to adopt properly given prior to January 1, 1977 shall not 

be affected by the provisions of chapter one thousand two 

hundred twenty-nine (1229), Acts of the Sixty-sixth General 

Assembly, 1976 Session. 

Sec. 15. Section six hundred A point two (600A.2), sub­

section seven (7), Code 1977, is amended by striking para­

graph b. 

Sec. 16. Section six hundred A point two (600A.2), sub­

sections sixteen (16) and seventeen (17), Code 1977, are 

amended to read as follows: 

16. "To abandon a minor child" means to permanently relin­

quish or surrender, without reference to any particular person, 

the parental rights, duties, or privileges inherent in the 

parent-child relationship. The term includes both the inten­

tion to abandon and the acts by which the intention is 

evidenced. The term does not require that the relinquishment 

or surrender be over a-'!:eft~-e~ any particular period of time. 

17. "Independent placement" means placement for ourposes 

of adoption of a minor pe~seft-by-a-pe~seft,-e~he~-~haft-aft 

a~eftey 7 in the home of a proposed adoptive parent ift-aft~iei­

pa~:teft-e~-aft-efts~ift~-adep~±eft by a person who is not the 

proposed adoptive parent and who is not acting on behalf of 

the department or of a child placing agency. 

Sec. 17. Section six hundred A point four (600A.4), 

subsection one (1), and subsection two (2), paragraph e, Code 

- .. -· ,.,. 
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1977, are amended to read as follows: 

1. A parent shall not permanently alter the parent-child 

relationship, except as ordered by a juvenile court or court. 

However, custody of a minor child may be assumed b0• a step­

parent or a relative of that child within the fourth degree 

of consanguinity or transferred by an acceptance of a release 

of custody. A person who assumes custody or wne an agency 

which accepts a release of custody under this section becomes, 

upon assumption or acceptance, the custodian of the minor 

child. 

e. Shall be witnessed by two d±sift~e~es~ed persons familiar 

with the parent-child relationship. 

Sec. 18. Section six hundred A point four (600A.4), 

subsection two (2), paragraph h, Code 1977, is amended by 

striking the paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof the 

following: 

h. Shall state the purpose of the release, shall indicate 

that if it is not revoked it may be grounds for termination, 

and shall fully inform the signing parent of the manner in 

which a revocation of the release may be sought. 

Sec. 19. Section six hundred A point four (600A.4), sub­

section three (3), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 2, an 

agency or a person making an independent placement may assume 

custody of a minor child upon the signature of the one living 

parent who has possession of the minor child if the agency 

or a person making an independent placement immediately 

petitions the juvenile court designated in section 600A.5 

to be appointed custodian and otherwise petitions, either 

in the same petition or within a reasonable time in a separate 

petition, for termination of parental rights under section 

600A.5. Upon the custody petition, the juvenile court may 

appoint a guardian as well as a custodian. A-ne~s±~n±n~ 

~efen~-Ray-be-neafd-en-~fie-eHs~edy-~e~±~±en-a~-~fie-neaf±ft~ 

en-~efM±fte~±en-e~-~are~~e±-f±gn~s-~fe~±ded-±n-see~±e~-666A.6. 

Sec. 20. Section six hundred A point four (600A.4), sub­

section four (4), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

" -
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4. A-~efeftt-wne-si~fts-a-fe±eese-e~-e~sted~-~e~-~e~it±eft7 

wi~nift-~ne-~±Re-~f±ef-~e-~ke-neefi~~-e~-tef~±ftetie~-e~-~efentei 

f±~nts 7-ef-Re~-fe~~es~7-et-tne-neer±~~-e~-tefm±~et±e~-e~ 

~are~te±-f±~fits 7 -~ke-;~~efti±e-ee~f~-des±~~e~ed-i~-see~±en 

666A.57-~e-efdef-~ne-fe±eese-fe~e~ea.--f~7-w±~ki~-~±~e~y-s±M 

ne~fs-e£-s±~n±ft~-~ne-fe±eese-e-~efeft~-~eti~±e~s-~e-fie~e-~ne 

re±eese-re~e~ed7-tke-;~~en±±e-ee~ft-ske±±-efdef-~ne-fe±eese 

~e~e~ed.--etnefw±se7 -tne-;~~eni±e-ee~ft-sne±±-efdef-tfie-fe±eese 

re~e~ed-eft±y-~~e~-e±eef-eftd-ee~~±~e±~~-e~±deftee-tfie~-~eed 

ee~se-eM±s~s-~ef-re~eee~±eft• Either a parent who has signed 

a release of custody, or a nonsigning parent, may, at any 

time prior to the entry of an order terminating parental 

rights, request the juvenile court designated in section six 

hundred A point five (600A.5) of the Code to order the revo­

cation of any release of custody previously executed by either 

parent. If such request is by a signi~arent, and is within 

ninety-six hours of the time such parent signed a release 

of custody, the juvenile court shall order the release revoked. 

OtherVIise, the juvenile court shall order the release or 

releases revoked only upon clear and convincing evidence that 

good cause exists for revocation. Good cause for revoca-

tion includes but is not limited to a showing that the re­

lease was obtained by fraud, coercion, or misrepresentation 

of law or fact which was material to its execution. In de­

termining whether good cause, other than fraud, coercion or 

misrepresentation, exists for revocation, the juvenile court 

shall give paramount consideration to the best interests of 

the child and due consideration to the interests of the parents 

of the child and of any person standing in the place of the 

parents. 

Sec. 21. Section six hundred A point five (600A.5), sub-

section two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

2. A petition for termination of parental rights shall 

be filed with the juvenile court in the county in whic~ the 

guardian or custodian of the child resides or the child, the 

natural mother or the pregnant woman is domiciled. However, 

if a juvenile court has made an order pertaining to a minor 
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child under section 232.33 and that order is still in force, 

the petition 

Sec. 22. 

sections one 

shall be filed with that juvenile court. 

Section six hundred A point six (600A.6), 

(1), two (2), four (4), five (5), six (6) 

seven (7), Code 1977, are amended to read as follows: 

sub­

and 

1. A ternination of parental rights shall, unless provided 

otherwise in this section, be effeetMated ordered only after 

notice has been served on all necessary parties and these 

parties have been given an opportunity to be heard before 

the juvenile court except that notice need not be served on 

the petitioner or on any necessary party who is spouse of 

the petitioner. A-l!neeeeeary "Necessary party" il"le±Mdee ~ 

any person whose name, residence, and domicile ie ~ required 

to be included on the petition under section 600A.5, subsection 

3, paragrap!"ls "a 11 and "b".---HeWe'fe~.,-a-lli'\eeessafy-!"a~t.'t.!!-dees 

net-il"le±Mde except a natural parent who has been adjtidieated 

te-fta¥e-ra~ed convicted of having sexually abused the other 

natural parent while not cohabiting with that parent as husband 

and wife, thereby producing the birth of the child ee,et')ftated 

~ft-eeet~e!"l-6BBA~5 7 -,Mb,eetien-3,-~ara')ra~ft-l!al! who is the 

subject of the termination proceedings. 

2. Prior to the service of notice on the necessary parties, 

the juvenile court shall appoint a guardian ad litem for a 

minor child if the child does not have a guardian er-<;Mardiafl 

ad-±item or if the interests of the guardian er-<;tl.ardiafl-ad 

±item conflict with the interests of the child. Such guardian 

ad litem shall be a necessary party under subsection 1 of 

this section. 
4. A necessary party whose identity and location or ±aet 

±eeatiel"l address is known shall be served by-!"let:tee-~ereena±±y 
de±ivered in accordance with rule fifty-six (56), subsection 

one (1), of the rules of civil procedure or sent by reetr~etea 

certified mail restricted delivery, whichever is determined 

to be the most effective means of notification. Such notice 

shall be made ~ according to the rules of civil procedure 

relating to an origi'nal notice where not inconsistent with 

the provisions of this section. Notice ey-~e,.eefta±-de±~¥ery 

• -
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pursuant to rule fifty-six (56), subsection one (1), of the 

rules of civil procedure shall be served not less than seven 

days prior to tl1e hearing on termination of parental rights. 

Notice by reetr~eted certified mail restricted delivery shall 

be sent not less than fourteen days prior to the hearing on 

termination of parental rights. A notice by reet,.~eted cer­

tified mail restricted delivery which is refused by the 

necessary party being noticed shall be sufficient notice to 

that party under this section. 

Acceptance of notice by the necessary party shall satisfy 

the requirements of this subsection. 

5. A necessary party whose identity is known but whose 

location or ±aet-±eeat~en address is unknown may be served 

by published notice. Such notice shall be served according 

to the rules of civil procedure relating to an original notice 

where not inconsistent with the provisions of this section. 

In addition to the requirements of subsection 3, such notice 

shall include only the name of the unlocated necessary party 

being noticed. Notice by publication shall be published once 

a week for two consecutive weeks, the last publication to 

be not less than seven days prior to the hearing on termination 

of parental rights. 

6. The juvenile court shall require that every reasonable 

effort is made to identify, locate, and notice an unidentified 

and-Mn±eeated necessary party. A reasonable effort to notice 

tft~e-neeeeeary such party shall not be by published notice 

which includes the name of any identified necessary party. 

If the juvenile court reasonably concludes, upon a proper 

showing, that the identity and location of the necessary party 

has not been determined, the juvenile court shall, upon proper 

findings and order entered of record, dispense with notice 

to this necessary party. 

7. Proof of service of notice in the manner prescribed 

shall be filed with the juvenile court prior to the hearing 

on termination of parental rights and-a~~re¥ed-ey-tfte-jM­

~en~±e-eeMrt-~r~er-te-~eeManee-ef-a-term~nat~en-erder-Mnder 

eeet~e!"l-6ElElA·dl. 

• 
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Sec. 23. Section six hundred A point seven (600A.7), sub­

sections one (1) and two (2), Code 1977, are amended to read 

as follows: 

1. The hearing on termination of parental rights shall 

be conducted in accordance ~e with the provisions of sec­

tions 232.27, 232.28, 232.30, and 232.32 and othenvise in 

accordance with the rules of civil procedure. Such hearing 

shall be held ne~-±ess no earlier t 11an one, week after t:1e 

child is born. 

2. Relevant information, including that contained in re­

ports, studies or examinations and testified to by interested 

persons, may be admitted into evidence at the hearing and 

relied upon to the extent of its probative value. When such 

information is so admitted, the person s~en~e~~n~ submitting 

it or testifying shall be subject to both direct and cross­

examination by a necessary party. 

Sec. 24. Section six hundred A point seven (600A.7), Code 

1977, is amended by striking subsection three (3). 

Sec. 25. Section six hundred A point eight (600A.8), sub­

section seven (7), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

7. A parent has been ordered to contribute to the support 

of the child or financially aid in the child's birth and has 

failed to do so without good cause. ~fi~s-s~bsee~~en-sfia±± 

ne~-ee-eens~~~ee-se-es-~e-s~e~e-a-~~eHnes-fe~-~e~m~ne~~en 

ef-~a~en~a±-~~9h~s-ef-e-neneHs~ee~a±-~e~en~-~f-~ke~-~a~en~ 

fias-ne~-been-e~ee~ee-~e-e~-eanne~-f~nene~a±±y-een~~~bH~e-~e 

~fie-s~~~e~~-ef-~fie-eh~±e-e~-a~e-~n-~fie-eh~±e~s-b~~~h~ 

Sec. 26. Section six hundred A point eight (600A.8), Code 

1977, is amended by adding the following new subsections: 

NEW SUBSECTION. A parent does not object to the termina­

tion after having been given proper notice and the opportunity 

to object. 
NEW SUBSECTION. A parent does not object to the termina-

tion although every reasonable effort has been made to 

identify, locate and give notice to that parent as required 

in section six hundred A point six (600A. 6) of t 11e Code. 

Sec. 27. Section six hundred A point nine (600A.9), Code 

• -
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1977, is amended to read as follows: 

600A. 9 TE!li!INATION FU!DINGS AND ORDER--VACl\TIO~l OF ORDER. 

1. Subsequent to the hearing on ternination of parental 

rights, the juvenile court shall nake a finding of facts and 

shall e~ee~-~ha~-e~~ke~: 

a. ~fie Order the petition be dismissed; ~ 

b. ~he-~e~~~~en-she~±e-ne~-be-~~an~ee-a~-~ka~-~~me7-b~~ 

~fia~-eenei~iens-ineiea~in~-~ka~-~he-eki±e-ie-±n-neee-e£ 

aesis~anee-e~i~~7-ane-an-e~ee~-~e-~ha~-effee~-±s-ias~ee 

~ti~~~an~-~e-see~ien-~3~~33;-e~, Find that the petition should 

not be granted but that the child is a child in need of 

assistance as defined in section two hundred thirty-two ooint 

two (232.2), suiJsection thirteen (13) of the Code and shall 

issue an order pursuant to section t\-10 hundred thirty-tHo 

point thirty-three (232.33) of the Code; or, 

c. ~fie Order the petition be granted. The juvenile court 

shall appoint a guardian and a custodian or a guardian only. 

An order issued under this paragraph shall include the finding 

of facts. ~his-£±nein~-she±±-enHme~a~e-~he-£ee~He±-bes~s 

whieh-ineiee~es-~he~-~he-~e~en~-eh±±e-~e±e~ienshi~-sne~±e 

be-~e,.mina~ee-ane-she'i±-s~eeify-new-this-f±nein~-a"'"±±-.s-~e 

~he-9l"e~nes-H~en-whiek-~he-~e~mina~ien-is-e,.de~ee~ 

Such finding shall specify the factual basis for terminating 

the parent-child relationship and shall specif~ the ground 

or grounds upon which the termination is ordered. 

2. If an order is issued under subsection 1, paragraph 

"c" of this section, the juvenile court shall retain jurisdic­

tion to cl->ange a guardian or custodian and to alloH a 

terminated parent to request vacation of the terr~ination order 

if-:-
a~--~fie the child is not on placement for adoption or a 

petition for adoption of the child is not on filo;-ane, 

h~--~fie-~~a~e~an-een~en~~-~n-w~~~~n~-~e-~fie-~aea~~en. 

The juvenile court shall grant the vacation request only if 

it is in the best interest of the child. 

3. A copy of any f~ne~n~~-ef-£ae~-ane order made under 

this section shall be sent by the clert of the juvenile court 

'' .... 
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~ 

~ 
w 



Senate File 363, P. 15 

to: 

a. The department. 

b. The petitioner. 

c. The parents whose rights have been terminated if they 

re~uest such copies. 
d. Any guardian, custodian, or guardian ad litem of the 

child. 

ARTHUR A. NEU 
President of the Senate 

DALE M. COCHRAN 
Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 363, Sixty-seventh General Assembly. 

Approved 

ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

STEVEN C. CROSS 
Secretary of the Senate 
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