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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the method for filing claims for the 

2 homestead tax credit, the military service tax cred~t, 

3 and the personal property tax credit. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOI~A: 
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S. f. 33 s- H. F. 

l .J0ction 1. Section four hundrccl t·..:cnt"f-five ;;>oint t·,vo 

2 (4:2:;.2), unnll!11bercd tJdragra:_:>h one ( 1), Code 1J77, is amcndccl 

3 to read as follows: 

4 i>nJ ;_.>Grsoa a;>?lying for 'wmesteacl tax credit: s.<all cach 

5 year on or ocfore Julj 4 first deliver to t.1e assessor, on 

6 Eorms furnished bf the assessor, a V'e~±.£":i:etl stat8ment and 

7 dcsig:.ation of .1omestead as claimed. The stat3mcnt and 

8 designation of t:1e :w:ru:ostcad by a claimant s.1all be by 

9 affi<lavit for t!1e first year i:1 w.1icn tile claimant files a 

lO claim for a tax credit for a designated homestead. In 

1 1 ;; ubscquent yuars, t.'l.e assessor !7lay send, by ordi:tary mail, 

i 2 a claim . ...,hi en s:1all be sig:1ed '=>y tl1e claima:1t \v.lO i1as 

l3 2rcviously filed a claim by affidavit for t.1e homestead a.1d 

1 ,~ return ~~1a si~ed claim to ~le assessor. T~le assessor s.1all 

15 return said statement a:1d desig;1a tion on July i! second of 

16 2ac.1 year to t.<e county auditor <vitn a recommendation for 

! 7 allo-.-Jance or disallowance endorsed t~1ereon. In case ti1~ o~ner 

;;f tl1c :tomestead is in active 3ervice in t~1e arra2d forces 

! (} o£ t!ti3 state or of the United States, or is sixty-five years 

20 of u.gc or older, or i; disaDled, suc~1 3taterae~lt and d.c~ignation 

L; ma? !-Jc signed and delivered by a:1y member of. t.~e o~vnc r' s 

22 :a:uily. '1'i1c commi3sioner of social servicas or ~±s L1e 

~ -~ _coiit;"'i :;3ioner's desig:1cc may make applicatio:1 for tile be~1cfit:.; 

:!t~ of t~is c:1apter a:; t.ne agent for and on bcilalf of i.)crsons 

1 ~· receivi.:~.g assiscaac~ und~r chapter :24). 

.. : t; 
.~ ') 
..:>8C. - • Sec~ion four aW1dred t\vcnty-five J?OL1t eigilt 

.!/ ('12S.3), unnui11Der3dparagra,>.1 one (1), Code 1)77, is a:ucnclcd 

L8 to read as follows: 

7'9 'l':1~ director of rcvc.-1ue s~all prescri.)e t1lt! for::t for t:1e 

;.) ii'Lai:.i~g o~ 'V'e~±.f±ed. a stat.erneni:. ~G1d designation of nomestea.d, 

~ i z,--:;.:. ;...:..1e ::orm for t-:0,~ arl.? SU?LJOrting affidavits required harGin, 

~2 Zl;·:J ..5...;.c.1 ot.1er form.-> as may be nece:>sary for t:-tG LJroper 

t\.S soo:1 as ;>ractic~le after 

·· ~..:ra.J.fter as .'1cCe33ary t.:H~ department of reve~ue s~tall for-.. .,rard 
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1 to the county auditors of the several cotL•tics in the state 

2 sue:~ prescribed sample forms, and t:w cou:1t.:y auditors S.l,.,ll 

3 furniq:1 ~lank form5 prepared i;t accordance tl1arewit:1 wit.1 

4 t.1c assc~~sment rolls, books, anJ sup~)lics delivered to t~1c 

5 assessors. 

6 Sec. 3. Section four :1undred twenty-iive ?Oint eleven 

7 ( IJ2S. 11), suj;;ection one ( 1), paragrap:1 a, unnun0ered j?aragraj?:1 

8 o:1e ( 1), Co<ic: 1977, is anc:1ded to read as follm·;s: 

9 The homestead must err0race t.l~ d·,;elli:1g :1ouse in ;.;:<ic.l 

10 t.le o·,;:1er is _iviag at t.1e time of filing tne applicatlon, 

11 exce~t as ~erei!l provided, and said application must contai~ 

12 an affidavit or statement of ft~.., the own~r'> intention to 

13 occupy saiJ d•:1elling house, in good faith, as a aomc for six 

14 mont:1s or monl in t:1e year for vlhich t.1e credit is claimed. 

15 Sec. 1~. Sect:Lon four hundred twenty-five point eleve>n 

16 (425. 11), still;;ection b.;o (2), Code 1977, is amended to read 

17 as follows: 

18 '2. The ·,;ord, "o"'ner", s:1all mean the person ._,,lO .1old> 

19 t.l-~ fee s iraple ti t:le to the :1ome:; t.e ad, and in addition s 1all 

20 mean t~e person occupying as a surviving spouse or ~1c pcrso~ 

2 1 occu;>y ing under a con tract of ;>urchase w:1i ch con tract .las 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

DGen recorded in t.le office o.t tile couaty recorder of t:1c 

count.! in w.1ici1 b1e property is located, or t:1e perso!1 

occupying ~le homestead under devi3e or bf operation of t:1e 

i~.1eri ta:.1cc lcrNs w.lcre the ;,v:1ole interest passes or w.tcrc 

t.1e divided interest is s,lared only by persons related or 

formerly related to each ot. 11er by blood, marriage or adot>~ioe1, 

or t.1e person occupying t~1~~ ;1omes tead under a deed w.1ic.1 

conveys a divided L1terest :vi1ere the divided interest ls 

<;.Jared only by persons related or formerly related to eac.l 

ot.1er oy nlood, marriage or ado;:>tion. For t.w 9urpose of 

this chaiJ:.er t.~1e -....1ord 11 0\-lner" s:1all be construed to mean a 

0ona fide ow:1or and not one for the purpose oaly of availLlg 

.1ims<.>lf or i1e.cself of t:1e be:1efits of t.:1is chapter • Iil order 

to qualify for t.le .lOmestead tax credit, evidence of o· . .;ners:lip 
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1 :=;:1.=tl. 1 he o:1 f.ilG i:1 t11(~ offic:e of L:1e clerk of ti1c dis::rict 

2 couc:: o.c :;:-2c:orded i:1 <.:.!le office of Lhe county r'~cor.G.er a:-. 

3 the Line Lhe o\·t:-1e!' f:.iJ.es w.ith the ass0ssor a '"c'"e~~.£-±ed statc:11C::1t. 

~ oL til(! r~omest.:.ead clai:netl by fti~ tje Oi4:1er us provir].c<..l l.l1 

.J s~ction 425.2. 

r, 

7 

8 

Sec .. 5. Section four hundred tt..rc~t:.:·-six .il. poillt s~v.e:l 

(426A.7), Co<ic 1977, is a!nended to read as follo;-:s: 

'12 6,'\.. 7 FOlDS-- RULES. ':'!-lc director of revenue s.1all 

9 prescribe t!-le !:onn for tf1c making of c:: ~e~±.f±ed statement 

10 a:~d designatio:~ of pro;.>erty eligible for military service 

11 tax exemption, a:1d tne form for tne supporting affidavits 

iZ !Cequi!:e<.l :oerein, and suc!1 other forms as may Qe necessary 

13 for tna proper administration of t!-lis chapter. As soon as 

14 pr.acticaole after t.ne effective date of t.l1is c;oaptcr, and 

l) from time to time t:1ereafter as necessary, t.'oe department 

1 r, of revenue s!1all fon1ard to tne COlLT~Y auditors of t:1e several 

17 counties of t.:1e state, such prescribed sample forms. The 

18 director of revenue shall have t.loe power and authority to 

19 prescribe rules, not inconsistent with the provisions of this 

20 chapter, necessary to carry out and effectuate its purposes. 

21 Sec. 6. Section four hundred twenty-seven point five 

22 (Li27.S), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

23 427.5 R>::DUC'i'ION--DISCHARGC OF RECORD--01\.Til, imy person 

24 named in section 427.3, provided fie the ocrson is a resident 

2 5 of and domiciled in to1e state of Iowa, s:1all receive a 

2 0 reJ.uction equal to :1is or her exemption, to be made from any 

2 7 property m-:ned by suc:O person and designated by fl->ffi L1e owner 

28 'c:>y proceeding as hereafter ;:>rovided. I.1 order to be eligiC>le 

2 9 to receive said exemption or reduction the person claiming 

]') same s:Oall !-lave had recorded l:l the office of the cotmty 

: 1 recorder of the COlL'1ty in which fie t:1e person s:-oall claim 

32 exemption or reduction, the military certificate of 

J satisfactory service, order transferring to i~active status, 

JL. !':'"eserve, retirement, or order of separation from service, 

35 cr honorable discharge of t:1e person clai:ning or through ·,hom 
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S • f. 33.s- H • F. 

1 is claimed said exemption; in tnc event said evidence of 

2 satisfactory S•~rvice, separation, retirement, furlough to 

3 reserve, inactive stat:us, or honorable discharge is lost ne 

4 the ner.son muy record in lieu of the same, a certified copy 

5 tnercof. Said ;:>erson s;1all file \vith the city or county 

6 assessor, as t~e case may be, his the owner's claim for 

7 exemption or reduction 1.n taxes tt!'!tie~-ott~ft, l.V."lich claim may 

8 be mailed to the mvner bv the assessor and w:1ic.1 s!"lall set 

9 out t.1e fact t:1at ;.., the ::>crson is a resident of and domiciled 

10 L1 the state o': Iocva, and a person within t:1e terms of section 

11 427. 3, and giv·~ the volume a:1d page on ,.,.:,ich the certificate 

12 of satisfactory service, order of separation, retirement, 

13 Lulough to reserve, inactive status, or honorable disc:~arge 

14 or certified copy t:1ereof is recorded in the office of t:w 

15 cou.:1ty recorder, and may i:1clude ti1e designation of t"c 

16 iHOperty from '.v:lic" ke tile owner desires said exemption or 

17 reduction to b-a rr, de, and S•~<•ll further state that ke sue:, 

• 18 person is the cquiL:able and legal owner of the property 

19 ~csignated therein. The claim shall be originally filed ~~ 

20 affi<.iavit in tae yeiic the nerson first clai:ns the exem;otion 

21 or reduction. The assessor s:1all tabulate and deliver or 

22 file said clai:ns witll t.1e col.illty auditor, having ro±tt t:~ 

2 3 assessor's r~commendations for allmvance or disallowance 

24 enJorsed tl1ereon. In case the owner of t.'le propGrty is ~n 

25 active service in any of the armed forces of the United ScaLes 

26 or of this state, including thG nurses corps of the state 

27 or of the United States, said claim may be executed and 

28 delivered or filed by the mvner's spouse, i?arent, child, 

2 9 brother, or sister, or by any person \v'"lo may represent f's'i:ffl 

30 sue~ ~erson under power of attorney. 1~0 person may claim 

31 a reduction or exem;:>tion in more than one county of the state, 

32 and if no designation is made the exem;:>tion s:1all a;:>ply to 

33 the homestead, if any. 

34 Sec. 7. Section four hundred twenty-seven point seve:1 

11t 35 (4<7.7), Code 1977, is amended to read as folloNs: 
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427.7 PENALTY. Any ~lcrson maki:1g a false claim o~ 

2 dtiiJavit ~or t~1e pur~osc of obtaininy the exemption ?rovid2~ 

3 fo.:: i:) sectio:1s i~27.3 to 427.6 or \V:1o kno·...ringly receives suci1 

r, "'x8mption \vi t;1out being legally e nt i tle!d there! to, or \V:lO make!s 

s clair.\ for 8Xemption in more tnan one county in t~1e state s.1all 

6 be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction tncreof fined 

7 not more t;1an one hundred dollars or imprisoned in tne county 

8 jail for not more tnan thirty days or be both so fined and 

q 1mpr1soned .. 

lO Sec. 3. Section four i1undred twenty-seven A ,>oint four 

11 (427A. 'l), unnur.lbered paragrap;1s two (2) and five (5), Code 

12 1977, are amended to read as follows: 

13 Eaci1 year, on or before July 4 first, t11e taxpayer s:1all 

1 4 deliver to the assessor an application for personal yroperty 

1 5 tax credi <: and ~~a~ .. -by-s~efi-a£.f:i:eavi~-e!"-a-££i6a¥·H:s ~ 

16 ~tatement filed in each couaty ·,.;here rtis :;:1e personal property 

1? is situated, t:1at ke the nerson has not claimed a total 

18 personal property tax credit in all couaties in excess of 

1 ~ a total of ten thousand dollars assessed valuation. 

20 Any person making a false a.fi-i:dtl.'Vit: statement for the 

2: p~rpuse of o:)taining the credit provicled :or in this section, 

22 or ,.;,lo knowiagly receives sue"- credit wit•1out beir><J legally 

21 entitled thereto, or w:1o ~akes clairn for credit of more L~a~ 

24 ten thousand dollars in the state s~all be yuiltj of a 

2~ mis~emea~or and upon conviction thcrecf s~all be finu~ ~ot 

.::· 6 -nore t:1an Orle :·1undred dollars or i:npriso:1cd in t:1e co·Jraty 

2 7 jail £or not Ilk)re taan thirty day::> or be Doth so fi:1ed und 

2 8 imprisoned .. 

29 Sec. 9. 'l'"-is Act is effective Jan·..1a.ry 1, 1978. 

'0 EXPLA..'JATIOi': 

3: ·:..,:1e bill provides that persons fili&1g a clai:n for t!1e 

~1or:1estcad tax credit, the military service tax credit, and 

-:,1, ·JffiUavit v1hen the original clair~1 is filed .. 

35 clai8 may je filed by mail .. 
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