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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act creating a corporate residential utility consumer 

2 action group, and providing penalties. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSE~IBLY OF THE STATE OF IOivA: 
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Sec:.:.i~J. :. 

,, sec. .:. . 

o~ ·::.i1is Act is to e::.s\ . .n:·~ ef::ec-::i.vc and democ:r:c:.t:.c r-ep-

o r2scnt.;..t:.on of :esiden.tial u~_il.~ty co~.s;J.me:::-s before r-egul~-

7 tory agencies, icgislat~rcs, and other public bodies by: 

8 i .. C~ea~ion of a permana~t no~p~ofit organization whose 

S sole duty is t~e represe:1tation of the j_~terests o~ reside~-

10 tial L:tility co:1s~mers before sl..lch bodies. 

ll 2. Provision fbr democratic acco~ntability of the board 

12 of directors o: th-e organization Co the will of i t.s CO:'"'iS'..l:-:":.er 

13 co~stitue~cy thro~gh open e~ec~io:1s of directo~s with thor-

14 o~g~ fin~~cial disclosure requireme:1ts and ca~paign spending 

l) li:ni tc. ti0:1S. 

1 6 3. E~cou~agcmc~~ of active citizen participatio~ in t~c 

17 reg~la.to!:"y procass t=1ro·..1gh i:1volvem-~nt in the activities of 

18 the organiza!:.ion. 

19 4. Creation of an efficic~t funding ~echanism for the 

20 organization, i~volving no co~?ulsory burden whatsoever o~ 

21 the taxpayers of this state, whereby rcside~tial utility 

22 cons;;~.ers and ot!'"lcrs may volu .. nt.a.!"ily con::.ribute to th~ or-

23 ganizatin by adding a st:.m to thei!" utility pay;:;e:1ts. 

24 Sec. 3. D2I'I:HTIO:.\S. As used i~ this Act, 

25 the follov-:i:1g definitions s::all apply ur:.less the context 

26 otherwise req·v.ir-es: 

27 1. "Public utility" means a person engaged in the b~si-

28 ness of supplying utility services to perso~s within this 

29 state if rates or chargGs for such ~tility services ~ave been 

30 established or are subject to approval by a local, state, 

31 or federal authority. 

32 2. "Utility services" weans electricity, water, natural 

33 gas, and telephone services supplied by a public ~tility. 
34 

35 

3. "R~side:1tial utility consu:ueru :tteans a!1y reside:1t of 

this state whose resident is fur~ished w1th a utility ser-
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' 1 VJ.ce by a public utility. 

2 Ll. "Regulatory agency" means any local, state, or federal 

3 comrnissio:1 or other public bod"' with the legal authority: 

4 a. To establish or alter rates or charges for the ?rovi-

5 sion or sale of utility services within this state. 

6 b. To pla.'1 or to approve, reject, or modify plans for 

7 the construction of facilities for the production or pro-

8 vision of utility services within this state. 

9 c. To formulate or review energy policies affecting this 

10 state. 

11 d. Otherwise to regulate the activities of public utili-

12 ties doing busi:1ess 1o1ithin this state. 

13 Local, state, and federal courts and legislative bodies 

14 shall not be ceemed to be "regulatory agencies" for the:: pur

lS poses of this Act. 

16 5. 11 Proceedi!1g 11 means any fo!:"mal mee-cing of a regula-

17 tory agency or subdivision thereof or co:1ducted by a hear-

18 ing exa~iner or other agent of the regulatory agency, re-

19 gardi:1g: 

20 a. The establishment or alteratio:1 of rates or charges 

21 for the provision or sale of utility services within this 

22 state. 

23 b. T:1e cstablisi1~ent, abrogation, or amendment of rules 

24 or reg~lations concerni~g residential utility consumers, 

25 public utilities, or energy policies a~fecting this state, 

2 6 or concer'l.l ng the conduct of regulator; agc:1cy proccedi:~gs 

2 7 t;H2mse l ve s. 

28 c. Adjudication of the cl~i~s or ?etitions of residc~-

29 tial ucility consumers, public utilities, or other persons 

30 or groups of persons. 

31 6. "Corporation" means the residential utility consumer 

32 action group, incorporated. 

33 7. ~~~·k::;ilicr" rnea!ls any person \Vho !':tcets the rcquire;:-.ents 

·~ 34 f.or me~be~shi? in the corporat~on as s~t forth i~ subsec-

35 tion tv;o (2) of section four (4) of this l,ct. 
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2 ~~r~ctors of che ccrpor2~io~. 

3 9. n 0is tr i ct. n E·:ec.;1s a;-. .y o-::.2 o£ ....... ~t:: s ~x <.:oc.gres siona i. 

; d:stric~s oE ~he state as provided in sectio~ forty point 

r o~c (40.1) o~ the Code, or i~ the case of a direcLor serv~ng -
0 at.-lar<_;e,. t;,.e state. 

7 ~ 0. ncampaign expQ::.diturelt 

. 8 o. • ~ca:.s a puchasc, payment, distribution, loan, advance; 

9 deposit, or gift of money or anything of val\.1~; !l~acie f.or the 

lO ?~rpose o: elec~ing a candidate to tie beard of Cirectors 

11 of Che corporation. 

12 b. ~2ans a con~ract, promise, or agreement, express or 

13 i~plie1, whct~er or not legally enforceable, to ma~e any 

14 campaign expenditure. 

1 5 c. Does not i~cludc t~e use of real or pcrso~al prO?erty 

16 and t~1e cost of invitations, food, a~d beverages, volu~tarily 

17 provided by an individual to a candidate in rendering voluntary 

18 pcrso~al servic8s o~ tGe individual's reside~tial prc~ises 

19 for candidate-related activities if t~e c~~ulative value of 

20 such ~ctivities by such i:1dividual on be~alf of a~y candidate 

21 does not exceed one hundred dollars for any election. 

22 

23 

1 1 • 

a. 

"Cam?aign contributio:1n 

!·leans a gift, subscription, loan, advance, or depo-

24 sit of money or anything of value, made for the purpose of 

25 clecti:1g a candidate to the board of directors of t:1c cor-

26 poration. 

27 o. i-ieans a contract, pr-omise, or agreeno~t, exp:=:-ess or 

28 implieJ, whether or not legally enforceable, to ma~e any 

29 campaign contribution. 

30 c. Does not include: 

31 (1) The value o:' services provided without corr.pcnsation 

32 by individuals 1v:10 volu.'1tecr a portion or all of their time 

33 on oe!1al:' of a candidate or political committee. 

35 of 

(2) The use of real or personal property and the cost 

invitations, food, and beve:=:-~~os, voluntarily provided 
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1 by an individual to a candidate in rendering voluntary personal 

2 services on the individual's residential premises for 

3 candid<>te-related activities if the cumulative value of such 

4 activities by such individual on behalf of any candidate 

s does not exceed one hundred doll<>rs for any election. 

6 12. uPolitical committee" means any cor.tJlt.ittec, club, 

7 association, or other group of persons which makes camp~ign 

8 expenditures or receives campaign contributions during the 

9 year before an election of the board of directors. 

10 13. "Periodic customer billing" means a demand for pily-

11 me:1t for utility services by a public utility to a residential 

12 utility consumer whic:'1 is made o:. a monthly or other regular 

13 basis. 

14 14. T;1·~ 11 irn.rnediate family" of a person means the pcr-

15 son and his or hor- spouse, and t~1eir parents, children, 

16 brothers a~d sis~ers. 

17 

18 

15. "Board" means the board of direct:or-s of tne resid·:cm-

tial utility consll;-ner ac.tion gro:..1p, i:1corporated. 

19 Sec. 4. :,m;v SECTIO?L CORI'ORAT:LO:.; CRE;'I:I'ED--)1El·l3ER.SliiP. 

20 i. There is created a corpor~tio:1 not fo:z: pecuniary profit 

21 to be known as the residential utility co:1st.:mer <>ction grouro, 

22 incorporated. 

23 2. Tho me~bership of the corporation shall consist of 

24 all residential utility consuoers of sixteen years of age 

2 ~ or older v/ho ll<>ve contributed to t:1c corporation at lc;ast 

26 two dollars in either its preceding or its current fiscal 

2 '! year; provided, t:1at any person may resign from merrillc:rso1ip 

28 at u.ny ti<:lc. 

29 

30 

31 

32 

Sec. 5. ilE>-1 SEC Tim;. COR?ORA'J'E DUTIES, RIGH'l'S, A.lliD POWERS. 

1. It s:1<>ll be the duty of t:1e corporation effectively 

to rcpr-esc:1t a:ld protect the int.erests of t~1e residential 

utility consumers o£ this state. All actions whic~ it 

33 un<iortakes under t~"lc ?rovisio:1s of this Act s!1ull be dirc:cteJ 

·• 34 tO\-;ard t:Oat goul. 
3 5 2. ri'i1e corporation sllall have all rig~ ts and powers 
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1 accorded gener-ally to, a:1a shall be suJjcct to all duti;)S 

2 imposed 9~nerally upon, ccrpcr~tio~B not for )ecuniary profit 

3 ~ndcr c:1~yt~r ~ivc i1~nd~~d fo~r (50q) of the Code. 

3. The co~poratio~ m~y seek tax-exempt status under state 

s a~d .L:cci.cral law. 

6 ':':·:.e co.cporatio:J. rr.ay CQnduct, SU?port, ztnd assist 

7 researc:1, s~rveys, invastigatio~s, pla~~ing activities, 

d cc~f2rcnC8S, ~a~onst~a~ion projects, and pu~lic info=mation 

s activi.~ics co~cerning the interests of re3idential utility 

lO cons~~ers. T~e corporation ~ay accept grants, contributio~s. 

11 and lcgisl3tive ap?~O?ria~icns for such activities. 

12 5. T1:e corporation ::-,ay contract !:or services \•1:1ich can-

13 no~ ~easonably b-~ perfo~med by its ern?loyees. 

14 6. T~c corporatio~ may rep~esont the inte~ests of re-

15 sid.e:1tiul utility co:1sumers before regulcJ.t.ory u.genci~Z:::;, 

1 ' • 0 

17 

18 

legislative bodies, a~d ot;1er public authorities, except as 

t~is Act otierwise provides. 

7. Tne corpo~atio~ s~a1l r,ot sponsor, endorse, or ot!1cr-

19 ..,.;isc S'J!)?Or~, nor s~1all it oppos~, a:~y po:itical party or 

20 

21 

t:le =a~didacy of any perso~ for public 

8. r:2:1e co~pcru.tio:: may sup:_:>ort or oppose refere!l.d.:J. 

22 co:1c~rning ~.attcrs ~ ... ,..;"lich it dcter:ni:---1es r..ay a:fect the interests 

23 of ~csiduntial utility consumers. 

24 9. 'rae corporation, ~?On recc ipt of any \·:ri tter1 com_2lai:1t 

25 regardi!lg a public utility, shall pro~ptly transmit t~a 

2 6 ce>;nplaint to ti"lc a;>propriatc regulatory agency or other- p~blic 

2l authority. T21e agency or- a~t:'"lo!"ity shall inform the 

20 corvoration of its raspo:1sc to t:w co:n:)lai:1t. 

29 

30 

1 0. The corporation s~all have, iz1 addition to the rig~ts 

and powers enumerated in this Act, such other 

31 rig~ts and pow~rs as are reasonably necessary for the e:fec-

32 tive represcntatio:1 a~d protection of th~ interests of rc-

11 side!ltial utility ccnsurncrs. 

'"jt., Sec. 6. ~~:3\\ SLCTIO:J. RE:PRESE:<?ATlO:\ OF UTILI?Y CO:iSU-

YERS I~' REGUL/\TOR.Y l\GE>iCY PROCEEDINGS. 

-s-
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1 1. ~lOTIFICATIO;:\i OF IMPE;:\iDING PROCEEDINGS. Each :cegulu-

2 tory agency of this state as defined in subsection four (4) 

3 of section three (3) of this Act shall notify the corpora-

4 tion in writing in advance of the time, place, subject, and 

5 names of purties of each proceeding of the agency, unless 

6 th~ agency reasonably detem.ines that the proceeuing \-.'ill 

7 not affect the interests of the residential utility consu-

8 ~ers of this sta~e. ~he agency s~all so ~otify the cor-

9 pora.t.ion at least tllirty days before the sc!1eduled date o£ 

10 the proceeding or within five days after such date is fixed, 

11 w~1ichever is later. 

12 2. INTEP.VEclTIO:\ l\c;::J PARTICIP.::.TION HI PROCEEDINGS. 

13 a. The corporation may intervene as of right as a party 

lL& or other;..:ise par~icipa~c: in a::y regula tory agen::::y proceccli~s 

15 w:1ic!1 the corporation reasonably dete!:"n'.i!1e5 may affect t:~e; 

16 intc~csts of ~esidential ~tility consumers. 

17 D • 

;_ 8 1.n any 

T:1e intcr·,,.ent.ion or pa:=:-t.icipation of the corporatio.:1 

such proceeding s~1all not affect the obligation of 

19 th2 rcg~la~o~y agency to opcrat~ in tile public i~tercst. 

7.0 3. 

21 tervcnes or pa=ticipate3 in a reg~latory age~cy proceedi~g, 

22 it s~all oc su8ject to all laws ~nd rules of proccd~zG of 

23 g2:lcral a~plic~bility governing t~e conduct o~ t~:e proceed-

24 ing and . . . .c rlgnts O.:.. intervenc~s and participants. T!;.e 

2 5 corpo~ation s~1.all have t.~H . .! sa'Tle rights r8garding reprcs--:!n-

26 tGtion by cou:1sel, porticipatio:~ i:-1 pre-~learing co:1fe::-cr~ccs, 

27 discovc:r.y, r-equests =or. issua:1ce of subpo8nas by t:1e agc:1-

28 cy, stipulation of :acts, presc:>tation a;1d cross-exarni01a-

29 tion of wit~css, oral and writte:1 argu~cnt, pa::-ticipatio~ 

30 i:-1 settlc:-:lcnt negotiations, a:1<.l other as2ects of tr1c pro-

31 ceedi~1g ~s arc accorded t.o other i:1terve:1c~s ~nd.c::: t:1e law;? 

32 o£ t~1is state, except as otl1erwise provided in t~1is Act. 

33 Sec. 7. :..;::;:< S:.:C'.:'IO:<. JUDICIAL REVIT:h' 0? REG:JLA.,O:<.Y AGS!J-

34 CY DECISIO:\S; F:t;l'Oi<.CE~Ec;'::' ACTIONS. Ti1e corporation shall 

35 be decmcJ to l1avc an interest su~ficient to maintain, intervene 

-6-
CPJ<-14'>46 r:-:•_ 



s. i:". -· 
'-/. :; ;.1. 7. 

action 

4 vur-sc~y ~ffect: the i.~tercsts o: resi:":ent.i.:.l. uc.:..L.it.y cor~su.-

6 

7 

Sec. S. 

The corporatio~ snall ~av2 ~he aut~ority to prc!'a~e 

8 and f:.;;rnish to each ?i.Sli.c utility i:1 this state,. !10t less 

s than t~irty calendar aays and ~ot mor~ than o~e year in ad-

10 vc.nce o:.: the date of each of the pt.l.!Jlic utility's periodic 

11 c~sto~ar billi~1gs, the following ~aterials: 

12 a. A stato:-:lent., not t.o exceed the folded size of t.:-a-ee 

13 a~d on~-11alf i~ches by five inches, conce~ni~g the org~niza-

14 tio~ and activities of the corporation and ot~er ~att~rs 

15 t~Q corporatio~ dcter.nir.es may affect the interests o~ 

16 residential utility co~s~mers. 

. . . 
v!n..i....C!I. 

17 

18 

19 

b. A card, leaflet, or si~ilar enclosure, not to Bxceed 

three a11J o~c-hal£ inches by five inches: 

( 1 ) Indic~ting that the utility co:tsur.\er billed and oth~rs 

by a pa.yme~t to the public uti:ity i:1 exces.:; of his or ~er 

22 pay~8:1t for utility services and t:-t.:tt suc:1 excess payr:1e:1~ 

2 3 \Vill be transfe:::-:::-ed t.o thG co:::po~ation; and 

24 {2) Cor:tai.,ir:g a box of dicne:1sioas of not less than oae-

25 fourt~ inc~ by onc-~ourth inch and a statsment ~ext to it 

26 i:1dicating tl1at if t~e utility consu~er billed cnec~s the 

27 Oox anj adds t~2nty ce~ts (or such amo~1ts as tnc corpo~a-

28 tion may deter~i~c) to his or her payment, such excess pay-

29 mGnt \Vill be: trunsferred automatically to t!1e corporat.ion 

30 as a contribution from the utility consumer bills; and 

31 ( 3) Containing space where t:1e names of contribUt:ing per-

32 sons ::tay be 1vrittcn in by che const.L-neL·. 

33 

34 

35 

2. Each public utility furnis~ed with such statements 

or o~:1er enclosures i~ accordance wit!t thQ ~revisions of 

sub5ection one (1) of this section shall enclose such 

-7-

• 

• 

• 



s- }'. 
' ) . . . 
• ' .(~.-· H • F . 

• 1 stater:1ents or enclcsures within, upon, or attached to eac~ 

2 periodic customc1.· billing w:1ich the public utility mails or 

3 delivers to any reside!1tial consumer. Ho\Vcv~r, a utility 

• 

4 silall not be required to enclose any materials w~ich have 

5 a combined ~otal weight in excess of one-half o= one ounce 

6 avoirdupois. 

7 3. Each public utility shall maintain an account to be 

8 called the residential utility cons~~er action group account. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

3 :J 

All contributions to the corporation received ~y the public 

utility si1u.ll be deposited in this accou.'1 t i~.:nediately upon 

receipt of such contributions. Interest, calculated at the 

rate of s2ven and one-half perc~nt shall be added daily to 

t11is accou:lt. 

4. Each public utility wi1ich raceives contributions to 

t~e corporatio~ shall t~ansfcr ~o the corporation by the 

fiftee:lt~ day of ·:.::ach mo:1t:,: 

a. T~c balance o£ the reside~tial utility co:1s~ne~ ac

tion gro~p account as o! the date o~ transfer. 

b. Eac!1 e~closure described ir: paragrap;~ !) o: subsec-

tio:1 o~c ( 1) of this section whic~ ~.vc..s co~nplctcd by the 

consur:.er .J.:1d \·/~1ich was rccei··.led by tne utility si~ce t~c 

precedi~g ~ransfe~. 

5. T~c corpora t.io:1 sj:all prom;?tly reirr.bu::-sa each :)ubl ic 

utility for all roasonable costs incurred by ~~lc pujl.ic 

utility, ajova the utility's normal billing costs, in com

plyi:1g Vii th this section; proviciecl, t.~1a t 

~. All postage costs of mailings pursuant to this sec

tion sl1all be bor!1B by tl-"-~8 utility. 

0. 7~1~ corporc:1 tion r:",ay postpone r~i:r.burseme:r:.: of the 

pujlic utilities for costs incurred ~1rougn t~e firs~ elcc

tio:1 of directors until twelve months after suci directors 

are insLv.lled. 

6. Any disputes arising fro~ t~e O?cratio~ of ti1is sec

tion shall be resolved by negctiatio:1s bc.:tvJce:1 t.:~1e corpora

tion a~d t~e public utili~y if possible, or by a civil pro-

-8-
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1 ceedi~g l~ c~e courcs of chis s~atc. 

3 [Jrovi.sicns 0 f ::.i1is .:1C t 

L~ <J. dispute. 

0 

8 vice of, or penalize cr thre~~cn to 20na:ize or ca~sc to be 

~c~alized, any person who co~tribu~es to ch0 cor?oratiOil 

10 9articipates in any of its activi~ies, in retribution for 

11 S:..LC~1. cc!1t.!:"i0utio;. or !)d.rticipa-:.ion. 

12 8. A public utility, or ~n of~iccr, employee, or uger:t 

13 of a p~blic uti!ity shall not prcvc~t, i11ter~er8 '~it~, or 

ll.. hi:1der th8 a.ctivitics describei i:-1 subscction5 t·..:o (2), chr0e 

15 (3) or :'o:..>r (4) of this section. 

16 9. .'.. pcrso:1 wilO vi.olat:cs s:.~bsections seve:-~ (i) or eig'1t 

17 (3) of this section shall be subject to a civil penalty o~ 

I8 :10t :no~c b·:an five thous.::2nd doll.:1rs, payabl0 to !::'1e co::--

19 poratio:1. Each such violation s~:all con3titutc a separate 

20 ~~d continuing violatio~ of t~c Ac~. 

21 10. A perso~ s~1all not use any list of co~trib~tors to 

22 Lhc corporation, nor any part of such list, for pur2oses ot~cr 

23 than t~e conduct of the activities described in sc~sections 

24 :;;,.;o (2), three: (3) and four (il) of this section, or t.:Oe ce:oC:e1ct 

25 of ot~er busi~css of ~he corporatio~ as prescrib2d in t!1is 

2 6 Act. A person sl1al! not disclose any such list or part t~ereof 

27 to any ot:-1cr vl;iO t:w person has sui:Jsta:.tial reason to believe 

28 i11tcnds to use it for other than the lawful purpos~s describaa 

29 in this subsection. A person w:1o violates this s~bscction 

:) 0 s:1all be subject to a civil pe:1al t:l of not ;:"lore t~c::tn fi v~ 

31 thousand dollars, p~yable to the corporatio:1. 

32 

53 

35 

Sec.. 9. ~~Eh'' SECT IO:\. BOA~ OF DIRECTO~S. 

1. FUNCTIO~~. T::e affairs of t:•e corporation shall b~ 

nana<Jed by a board of directors. 

2. 'i'ZiM OF OFFICE. The ter:n of office of elected directors 
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1 shall be three years. The ~erm of office of directors 

2 appoinced ?Ursuant to subsection five (5) of this section 

3 s:1all end when t!w first elected directors are i;:stalled in 

4 office. A director shall not ser-ve more th.:tn tw·o co:-Isecutivt..:! 

5 terms. 

6 3. STAGGERii\G OF TER11S. One-third of the directors first 

7 elected to the board s~all serve for a one-year term, one-

8 t:•ird of st.:ch directors s:-tall serve for a t<Jo-year te:::m, and 

9 one-third of such directors shall serve for a full three-

10 year term. The directors shall draw lots upon their 

11 installation in office to determine the length of each of 

12 their first tem.s. 

l3 ~. QVALIFICATIO~S. Directors shall be residents of this 

14 state ;.;:Oo are ::oer.:bcrs of t:<e corporation. i\:1 officer, 

15 e~?loycc, consultant, attorney, accountant, real estate &gent, 

16 S~l&rc.:~o2.dcr, oz:- Dondholdcr, or: a ;r.e:nber of the i:nr:~ediate 

1/ family o=: an officer, err.ploy12:c, ccnsulta~t., att.o~:l8Yt 

.• 18 accountant, real estate u.ge:",t, si1are:1oldcr, or bondholde!.'", 

~. 

19 of a.:1y p;Jblic utility doi:1.g 0usi:1ess i:1 this state shall not 

2 o be eligible to bcco:~.e a C.ircc~or. 

21 5. APPOINTED DIRECTORS. Within sixty days after the 

22 effective date of t:Lis i;.ct, the attor:-,ey ge:1eral, t~1.e s2ea~~cr 

23 of t~c house, th-2 president pro t~:71!)ore of the SC!la::e, the 

21o r.tajority and minority leaders o~ the house, and the mujo~ity 

2~ and ;~inority ladders of the senate s~all eaci1 appoi~t one 

26 director of t~e ccrporatio~ to serve until t~"1e first el.~cted 

27 Uirectors arc installed i~ office. T~e apr~intcd directors 

28 shall be installed in office by the governor. 

29 G. SPECIAL Du'l'IES OF AP!'Oili:'l'ED DIRECTORS. T:1e appointed 

30 directors sl1all: 

31 a. Inform the residential ':..ltility cons'.lmcrs of t21is sta:.:.2, 

3L Dy the ::1;-;ans provideJ for i:t t:1is Act, of t.:1c existence, 

33 .aature, a~d p~rposcs of t!Jc corporatior'!, and s:Jal.l encourage 

J4 residential L~tili·ty C0:1Suners to ?artici:;atc in the 

~5 cor9o~ations's activities and contribute to its operating 

-10-



funds. 

2 2l~ct officers as provi~cd i~ scct~o~l clcvc~ (11) of 

3 Ll1 is AcL. 

c. Smploy such staf~ as tile direccors dee~ :1ecessary to 

5 carry out -:..~~ p~rpose:s of this Act. 

6 ~- Make all necessary preparacio~s for ~l1c ~irst elec~~o~ 

7 of directors, overSQC tha election cam?aig~, and tally the 

e vo~cs, as provided ii:. section tc:1. (10) of t~is r.ct~ 

9 e. Car;;y out al:.. ot~e-= C..ut.ies anC.. exercise all oti.--..er: 

10 po!/lers of the boa!:"d o:: di::::-ec to:cs as provided i :1 ::i-lis Act. 
; 1 •• 7. ~ine directors s~all De elected, 

i2 ?u~suant to the procedu!"es set down in section ten ( 1 J) of 

13 this Act, i~cluding one fro~ each co~grcssional district a~d 

14 t:-trcc at-large. Eac~ Girector shall .... t~ :::l 
L•''-- in teres~ 

15 of the reside~tial utility co~su~ers of ~is or her district 

16 a~d o~ t::2 state. r:u.c!-1 C.irec tor shall ~1av~ o:~c vote. 

17 elected directors s~1all be in3talled i~ office by the prcsidc:lt 

18 of tl1e outgoi~g boarJ. 

19 8. REC!\LL OF Dl !<.F.CTORS. Upan recei?t by the president 

20 o~ the board of a pctiti011 to recilll a~y director \liti1 t~c 

21 valid signatu~es of a~ least ~orty pe~ccnt of the members 

22 from such director's district, the president shall call an 

23 election for the district, to be held not less than fo~r 

24 months and :~.ot more than six. mont.i".s after his or h8r rec-::;i?t. 

2 5 of tile pctit:.io~'l, for the p':..lrpose of electi:1g a dir~ctor to 

2 6 serve out t~"l3 ter.n of t::1e recalled director; provided, that. 

2 7 no p~ti tio:1 t.o recall a director may be filed within six 

28 rnQnt~s of his or her eLec~ion. An electio~ followi~g rccal: 

29 shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of section 

30 tc~ (10) of t~is Act. A di~ector may become a car.did~t~ i~ 

31 a~ electior. following his or her own recall. 
32 recalled s:1a2..1 continue to serve until the i:1stallmcnt in 

33 office of his or her successor. 

9. VACA..'\CISS. ifihe~ a director dies, resigns, is 
3S disqualified, or ot~1erwise VciC.J.tes . . : ~~· n1s or .1er o~~~cc, except 

-11-
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-. 1 pursuant to recall, the board shall select within three months 

2 a successor from the sa.me district for the remainder of L~c 

/. 

3 director's term of office. Any director may nominat0 any 

4 qualified person as successor. The board shall select the 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 
, " 
-~ 

11, 

15 

16 

17 

:s 
19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

31. 

35 

successor from among those nominated, by majority votG o£ 

the remaining directors present and voting. The successor 

shall be installed in office by the pres~dent of ~he board. 

10. DUTIES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS. The board shall have 

the following duties: 

a. ':L'o 1:1aintain up-to-date membership rolls 1 and to keep 

them in co~fidc~ce to the extend required by the provisio~s 

of suction eight (8) of this Act. 

b. To keep minutes, books, and records which shall reflect 

all ~ho acts and transactions of t:1e board a~d which shall 

be op8n to exu.mination by any rnerr.ber during regular business 

hours. 

c. To ma~e all re!.)orts, studies, and ot~er infor::;a.tio:1 

co~piled by the corpor~~io~ pursua~t to section six (6} of 

tl1is Act, and all data ?er~ai~ing to tie fina~ces of the 

co~pora~io~, available for public i~S?ectio~ during regular 

:Cusincs~ :tours. 

d~ ~o prepare quarterly statemen~s of t~c fi~ancial ~~d 

s·..1:0sta~ ti ve opera tio~1s o: t~e corporation, and to r.1akc copi8S 

of such statem2~ts available to the ge~eral public. 

c. To c~use the corporation's books to be audited by a 

certified public accountant at least once each fiscal year, 

and to ~ake the audit availa~le to the g~neral public. 

f. 1'o prepare and mail, as sao~ ~s practicable after the 

clos~ of the corporation's fiscal year, an annual report of 

the cor?oration's fi~a~cial and substa~tive operations to 

eacll Jr,e:r,bcr and to each public library in t:1e stata. 

g. ':'o report to the rncrrj>..)rs> .. ip at ti1c a:1:-1ual me:nbership 

1:\eeti:Jg o:; th3 past and projected activities and policies 

of ~110 corporation. 

~1. ~o employ an excc~tivG director and to direct and 

-12-
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2 ~o ca=ry cut all oth~~ ~~ties a~d ~esponsibilities 

bo2.r6. 0y c:hi.s Act. 
. . 

co:::-po:-.:..-~-:.lo:l. o.nc. 

4 ; . ~-:2r:'!.'I~\GS OF -~:·:3 30:\!(D 0:,• DIREC'!O:::<S. 

5 a .. Th~ ~oard s~2l~ held rcg~lar macti~gs at least once 

6 cve:ry ti1rce mont~s 0::1 such da·tes a:1C. c::.t suer;. ?laces as it 

7 r.1u.y de~er:ni.1cL Sp~cial ;.:eetings ;':lay Oe caJ.led by tie pre~ide::.t 

8 o:::- by a:1y t~ree directors upon at least five days 1 notice. 

9 Five of t.he directors s~all cons-titute a quorLL"TI. 

lO b. All :-:-.eeti:1gs of ~he board and of its co:n;nittees u::d 

ll s~bJivisio~s shall be op~n to t~e public. Complete ~inutes 

12 of t~c meetings s~~ll b0 kept ar.d distribut~d to all p~blic 

13 libraries in t~e state. 

14 i 2.. E~?E:-~SES. 'r~1c t.!.'"east:ror siall rsirr-J-Jursc tlirectors 

15 for actual cx~cnses necessarily ir.curred by them in ~he 

16 pcr:o::r.a;'lCC o~ t:1eir d~ties, d:ld :-or s~c~ expc:-:scs o~ly. 

1 7 1 3. ao:~DI~~G. 

18 or 

Di~cct.o!"s a:1d cnployeos e lig i.b le to rec~ ivc 

shall be bonded. The cost of saci bonds 

19 s~all be paid by the cor}oration. 

20 Sec. 10. ~~W SLCTIO~. E~ECTION OF DIRECTORS. 

21 1. TI!·lli OF E~EC':'IO~~S. 

22 a. ~1:1en the r.1enb~!:"s!1ip of t~c corporatio:1 has reac:tcd 
23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

3l; 

35 

one thousa~d persons and t~e corporation has received ten 

thousa{lci dollars in contrib~t.ions, the appointed directo~s 

s~all promptly ~ix a date for the first election of directors. 

'I'~c electic:t s!-!.all be held not less t.l!an four ir:ont~s and :1ot 
I 

;norc than six mont~s after the members~ip a:1d contributions 

nave both re~c~ed the prescribed levels. 

b. Subsequent elections of dLrectors shall be held every 

tw8lvc :nonti1s afte::- the ::i::st election. Th·~ dates of s~ch 

elections s:1all be fixed not less than four months in advance 

by the board. 

2. QUJI.LIPICA'!'IG:-JS OF CA:\DIDATES. To be eligible for 

elc~tio~ to the board, a candidate must: 

a. ~eet the qualifications for directors prescribed Ln 
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.• l section nine (9) of this Act. 

•• 

2 b. Be a resident of the district w:1ich he or- she seeks 

3 to represent. 

4 c. Have his or- her nomination certified by the board 

5 pursuant to s~bsection three (3) of this section. 

6 d. Submit to th~ board a stateme~t of financial interests 

7 in accordance with subsection four (Q) of this section and 

8 a state:ncnt of perso:lal back.grotL'1d and posi tio:1s in accordance 

9 with subsection five (5) of this section. 

10 e. Make the af!'ir:nation prescribed in paragraph c of sub-

ll szct.ion s~x (G) of this section. 

12 3. ;;o:H:iATIOi< OF CANDIDN1SS. 

13 a. A ca:1didate for election to the board shall sub:nit 

14 to the board, not later t~an sixty days prior to t~a clectio~, 

15 a petition for r.omi~ation signed by at least one n~nd~ed of 

16 th'3 me:n.iJ.J"r-s c~ th0 corporu".:ion residi:1g in l"lis or her dist~i.ct .. 

17 0. 'l':,.e board. shall verify ti1e validity of tie sig!"latt:r8s. 

18 Upon dcter~i~ation t~at a sufficient ~umbar ~re valid, t~~ 

19 board s~all certify t~e no~ination of the candida~a. 

20 4. STA':-E:-.s:JT OF FI:~Ii.:\CI.l\L I~\TE~CS'i'S. 

21 a. A cundidatc for clectio~ to t~c: board s:'1d.ll s~b:;;it 

22 to t~e board, not later tl1a~ sixty days prior to the election, 

23 a statemc~~ of fi:1ancial i11terest upo~ a !or~ approved by 

2 4 t:1o !Jo.:~rJ. 

25 b. T~1e statement of financial interQst sltall include 

26 follo·"'Jing infor::~ation: 

27 ( 1 ) r:;~c occupation, employer, and position at place of 

28 enploymcnt o~ the candidate a~d of ~is or ~cr immediate family 

2 9 m~:-:10ers .. 

30 (2) A descri?tion of all sig~ificant perso~al or 

31 pro::'essior.al transactions by the candidate and by his or i1er 

32 im.;TLedia..te family members Yli th any p',lblic utility duri:1g the 
~3 
J prcvio~s ti1ree years. 

34 (3) A list of all corporate and organizational 

35 directorships or other of!ices, and of all fiduciary 

-14-
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) i~1Cerest is true an<.l com;>lcte~ 

5. A 

7 Cd.!:dido.r.e for electio:". to the board s~1all submit to t.he boardr 

8 not later thuu sixty days prior to the electior.r a state~e~~ 

9 not exceeding t\.;o ... .,.,~i tten pagc:;s in lc:1gt..i1. conce:::-n ing his or 

10 her pG:r'S0~1al Dac~<:grour~d a:-1d positions on issues ~elating to 

• l l)l~Dlic u~ilities o:!:." t.::.c opc:ca.ti0:-15 of the corporation. • 

i2 statcmc~t s~all co:1tain a~ affir~ation, subjcc~ to pen~lty 

13 of perj~ry, that the ca~didate meets the q~alifica~ions 

14 prescribed £or directors of section n~ne (9} o: this Act anci 

15 is a resident of the district which he or s~e see~s to 

16 represe:1t. 

17 6. RSS'I'RICTIO~~S 0:\ A;;m RE?OR':'ING 0? CA:-!Pi>IG:\ CO:.JTRI3U'l':;:O:\S 

18 

19 a. Each candidate ;..ay acce!_Jt no r:.ore tha:1 fifty dollars 

20 J.:-1 car:-.~)aig;1 cor.tributio:1s 1 as d(:!::inGC i:-1 section t.~:cee (3) 

21 of this Act, ~ro:n ~:1y perso:1 or political co:t~..."Tiitt~e frora one 

22 year before the date of a:1 election thr-oug~ th~ date o: tl1e 

2 3 election. 

24 ;) . Lach candidate s~all ~2ep conpletc records o£ all 

25 contrib1.4tio~s to his or ~1er ca:::paig:1 of five dollars or more 

26 made fro~ c~c year before t~e Uate of an electio~ through 

27 t':ls C..ate of the elec'c..ion. 

zs c. Eac11 ca:-,dicu. i.ce may inc:.~r no more than ::'·:en ty ccn ts 

29 for each me:.'.ber of tl1e corporation residing i:1. tlH:! Cc:t:-Ididate•s 

30 district as of sixty days prior to the election in campaig~ 

31 expenditures, as defined in section three (3} of this Act, 

32 from t:1e date he or she coiu:-.ences circulation of pctitio:1s 

33 for :1ominution, or from four monti1s prior to the election, 

35 

w~1ici1ever is earlier 1 

d. Each candidate 

t~rough the date of 

S~lall KC0!p COI:":plete 

-15-
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l her campu~gn expc~ditures, and shall make such ~ccords 

2 available for inspectio~ during normal business ho~~s ~c a~y 

3 member or employee of the corporation. 

4 e. Each ca~didate, within twenty-one days after tne 

5 election, s~all subnit an accurate statement of ~is or her 

6 campaign contribv.tior1s accepted and campaig:-1 expenditures 

7 incurred to t~c board, and shall affirm to the bo~=d, su0j8ct 

8 to penalty of perjury, ~hat he or she has fully complied with 

9 the requirements of this subsection. 

l 0 7. ELECTIO:i PROC:::;DURES. 

ll a. T:1e Doard s:1all send or have sent b~{ ~irst class mail 

12 to ea~h r:1e~er, !10t la~er than cwenty-onc dz.ys bc:o::-e t.1e 

13 drl~C fixed for t~e election: 

( ~ ) An official ballot listing all candid&tes for di~ec~or 

1) ::rom the :::t=:mbe:r:- 1 s di.strict ·,.;;l.ose :lo::-:.inations t:1e bo.:trd t;.:1s 

18 

19 

(2 ) 

\ 3) 

:::aci: 

Eu.c:1 

such ce:.nciidate : 

st.:.ch candidote I 
s s t.a ternen t 0 f :inc.~1cial i:i t,:_:: l"C S t.S. 

s s ta te::le n t 0 f ;>crscna::. ·~ ~ ,.·, ,. 
"-'c..... ....... •""'J ::.ot.::--~6 

20 a11d positio~s. 

21 ~. 

22 his or her official b.:illot, pr-o?erly ;nar: ..... cd, by ~:::.il O:!:" by 

23 o~her Celive~y t:o tl-1;:) mai:1 o;;fict o= the corpora~l.o:: :·~ot l.:.:.~c.:: 

24 t::an ~ivG orcloc~ p.o. of t~e date fixed for t~1c e:ection. 
? c -· _) Vo·ti~.g s~1all be by s2crct ballot. 

26 d. 7i1c boa~d s~1~ll tally votes witil all reaso~able speed 

28 :n~a~s of ths namGs of tba c~ndidates elected. 

29 

:)0 

3J 

32 

33 

34 

35 

c. In caci dis~rict, the ca~d~date with t~c ~ost vatcs 

W]lO ~ccts the qualificatio~s for office s~a~l be dccla~ed 

clcct:ed. 

The pres~dent of ~~e bourci siall i~stall all elcctcj 

candidates i~ office within t!1irty days after tie electio:1 

g. The board r:tay :_:J::-escribe rules not inconsiste:1t ..,.,j.t!J. 

tl1is Act for the co~duct of clectio:1s and elect~on campaigns. 
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l Sec. 11. NEW SECTIO~. OFFICERS. 

2 1 • ELECTION OF OFFICERS. At the first regular meeting 

3 of the board subsequent to the initial appointments of 

4 directors and at the first regular meeting of the board 

5 subsequent to the installation of neH directors follo;.;ing 

6 ea.ch a!"lnual election, t!-le boa1:'d shall elect by :-najority vote 

7 of members present and voting from a;wng the directors a 

8 president, a vice president, a secretarJ, and a ;:reasurer. 

9 The Doa~d s~all also havG the ~ower to elect a comptroller 

lO a:1d suci oth3r officers as it dee.--:ts :1ccessary. 

.i..l. 2. TER11 OF O?r"ICE--R.E>:OVAL FRO~l OFFICE • 

12 a. Offic~rs shall b~ i~stalled by t~e p~esident irr~ediately 

i3 U;?C!1 t>~ei:r election. T~1e term of office of officers s~!all 

14 be 0:18 year; proviJed. that a~ of=icar ::1ay resig:l, or may je 

15 removed £1-or.1 office by a majority vote o£ all of tie directors. 

16 After a~ officc~'s term of office has cxpi~ed, tl1e o~ficer 

17 s:-~a:l cor.tir-.';.1\?! to scr,,.o until his or- ~e~ successor is 

19 ~- ~-J~~::=n a~ officer dies, r.-e~2.g:1.s, is rc~ovcd, or othccvlis-:.: 

2J v~~c~tcs ~1is o~ !~cr offic8, the bo&rd s:lall elect a successor 

21 to sorve out. S'--lc;,. of:icer's tel.i":1 of o::ic~. 

3. The of:iccrs shall 

23 ex~rci3e sucl-l po;:ers and per.fo:::-m SlJ.C~ d~lties as a.:-e prescrib~d 

24 by t~is Act or are dslogated to the~ by t~G board. 

25 

26 

27 

Sec. 12. E;~ECUTIVE DI~CTOR .. 

1. T!1e board s~1all en:ploy a:-1 exec';ltive director. 

2. T~1c executive ciircctor s~1all have the follo·-::irlg po:·l3rs 

2 8 a:H.: d·utiGs, suDjuct a~ all ti~.:es to the Cirectio:1s and 

29 supc~vision of t~e board: 

30 u.. To declde ~po::. t!1e course of actio:1 of the corporatioa 

3l rcgardlng apJC&~~nces b2fore regul~to~y age~cies, legislative 

32 oodies, and other ?Ubl1c a~thc~iti2s, and ~aga~dins ot~or 

33 activities ·,.;:licit the corporation has the a~thority to perfor::: 

34 u~dcr sections five (5), six {G), seven (7), and eight (B) 
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l b. To employ and discharge employees of che corporation. 

2 c. To supervise the offices, the facilities, and t~c work 

3 of the employees of the corpor~tion. 

4 d. To have custody of and to maintain the books, records, 

5 and membership rolls of the corporation, in accordance with 

6 the provisions of this Act. 

7 e. To prepare and submit to the boa.::d annual and q·Jarterly 

8 state~ents of the financial and substantive operations of 

9 the corporatio:., and financial estimates for the future 

10 operations of tho corporation. 

11 f. To attend and participate in me~tings of the board 

12 us a nonvoti~g director. 

13 g. To exercise such ot..'ler powe.::s and perform sue!-! other 

14 duties as th0 board delegates to hL~ o= her. 

15 3. T:1e executive directo::"' may be discharged by majority 

16 vote o: ull of ~he directors. 

17 

1 8 

S\3c. 1 3. )'!EH SECTION. l\:.J~~UAL :·1Et-·IBERSHI? ~·tEETING. 

1. An annual meeting of t~e members~1ip shall be held ~n 

19 t~-:.:: nont~1 of J"·u.ne on a date and at a place \-:ithin the stu.tc 

20 to be de~ermined by the board. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2 6 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

2. All i:1ei-:-~be~s shall be eligible to attc:1d, participate 

in, and vo~c in the an:1ual merr:bl}rship 1:18etin.g. 

3. T;1c form of the an:1~al r:-~cmbershi? meeting shall be 

as :Jrovided i:-1 t.he la\-1 of this state regarding :1ot ~or 

i_;ccv.nia.ry :jrcfit ;:--.e;.tb.::!rs:1ip cor-porations. 

4. The an~ual mGDbers~lip me~ting shall be open to the 

:>ublic. 

Sec. ., :c 
'"· 

OF IN':'ER:::s·.r. 

N £~~ S EC'I' I Or-J • CORf,lJPT PRAC'l'I CES ANu CONF LIC'i'S 

1. :-<either the corporation nor any of its directors, 

em?loyecs, or agents s:'1all off cr anything of mo:1ctary value 

to, or accep:: anyt!1i~g of monetary value front, any public 

official or official or employ0.e of ar.y public utility or 

agent t:~:ercof, except as speci~ically permitted in tltis Act. 

2. No director s:>all pcrso:~ally or t:1rough a:1y rart:~cr 
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.. or ascr.t ~cnce:- c.ny ?rofessio:.1o~ service o:::- ~.akc or perforra 

2 any business contract with or for a~y ?Ub:ic uti~ity. 

6 ~-~!.~ corz.:;orz.:(.iC:.-1 or ilr:.:f of i·::.s directors, employees, or age:1ts, 

7 except as specifically per~itte~ i~ this Act. 

Any perso:1. v;io violates su.Dsec~io:-J 0:12 
I .0: \ 
\ 1 i I tv1o ( 2) , 

9 or t!1rec (3) of this section shall be subject to a. _. " .r1.:1e O.L. 

10 not ~ore t~Lan five thousand dollars 1 or imprisor1me:1t for a 

~L tern not to exceed two years, or both. 

12 5. A director fou~d in violat~o~ of ~uosection one (i) 

13 or t·do ( 2) of tili..s section shall be immediately re::\Ovcd ::rom 

14 office by the board. 

l 5 Sec. 15. BONi:l REQUI~ED. A public utility 

16 s~all :lOt Oe ::cqL:.irc;d to pr-ovide t~e corporatio~ wit~ any 

17 ess.:.stcJ:1.ce as recr.1i.::-ec.!. by t:-tis 1;ct until t:1e corporatic:1 

18 suh~its evidence that it has obtained a bond of tc~ ~l:ousa~d 

19 dolla~s to gua~antee payment by the corporatic~ of costs 

20 i~cur~ed by 9ublic Gtil.:.ties 1~ providing such assi.sta~ce. 

21 

22 

Sec. 16. CONS':'~iJC? 10:-1 OF THE ACT. 

1 • T::c provisions of t!lis Act snall b~ co~strucd i~ sue> .. 

?.3 a ma.:n~cr as best to enable the corporation c£fcctivcly to 

24 re:Jresf!nt. cJnd ?rotect t~e i:1terest of tj1e r~sidential utility 

25 consu~ers of ~his state. 

26 2. ~otl1i~g in this Act shall be construed to li~it the 

27 rig~1t of .:J.ny person to i:1itiatc, intc:!:"VC11~ in, or ot!-"'11~rv;isC! 

28 participate Lo ;;.ny regulatory agency proceeding or court 

29 action, nor to require any petition or notification to t~e 

30 cor?oratio:1 as a conditio:1 precedent to the exercise of such 

31 rig:1t, nor to relieve a:1.y rGgulatory ~g8:1cy or court of a:1y 

32 obligation, or to affect its discretion, to permit intervc~tion 

33 or participa~ion by any person in any proccedi11g or action. 
3!, 

35 

Sec. 17. T:1is il.ct si1all D2 effective January 1, 1978. 
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1 EXPLA:M'i'ION 

2 T~is bill creates d not for pecuniary p~ofit ~:~.rpo:a~io~ 

3 composed of rasidc:~tial utility co~::;u..r:tcr-s Hho ~·ld.V<: con:..ri:)·.1:·.c:l 

~ <..~.t least two dollars each year to ·.:.~1o corporatio:1. 

5 ·r;-,e purpose of the corporation is to empli.,/ persons ~o 

6 act on benal f of the corporation and its mer:-.Oers l~1 actions 

7 _jeforc local, state and ~ederal agencies which operate o~· 

8 regulate public utilities, and in actions before t:1e courts 

9 rclat1ng to such public utilitias. The expressed fanction 

10 of t~lG corporation is to represent the i~terests of consum8rS 

ll of !'esiciential utility service (electricity, water, natural 

12 gas, a~d telephone). 

13 T~1e corporation is managed and operated by a board cor7lposcJ 

14 of n1ne directors elected by consumers, one f!'Or:l eac:o of t;-,e 

l) six scate congressio~al districts and three ~t~largc, and 

16 by corpora~e officers 2ppoi~tcd by t~e directors. 

! ; 'rhc corporatio:1 is :!:W1ded by contrib~tions 

18 ?revisions u.re io~clu<ied whic~ c.llov.J' CO:lSi.l.i"ners 

i:ro;n ~erili8rs. 

19 by 9aying excess a~ou~ts toward periodic utility bi:ls, a~J 

20 w::ich r8quir<~ t.~3 utilities !;o receive and pay tl1ose 

21 ~ontrib~tions to ti1e corporation. ~~c corporation is give~ 

22 .:.i1c :eight to {lave cer~..:ai:-:. limited ::1atcrials i:1C:!.'JdC:d \vit~l 

2 ·3 the statement-s mailed Oy the utili ties to their cu.sto:.:C"!::s .. 

24 :-:ach utility is entitled to be reimbursed by t:1e cor::lO::-atio:-> 

25 fo~ the reasonable ~ddeci costs of including the cot·?ora.t.ions 

2 (; pri:-1tcd materials i:1 t~e billing e:1velopcs. 

2/ Pc:n.alties arc: inclc;ded to d0c:ar frauds in t;-,e clecti.o,-, 

25 of Gircct.ors,. conflicts of interest bettveen dir-2ctors .-~!:-::d 

2 9 ut:i.li ties, viola tio:1s of limitations ir:lposcd u;>on carrQaig:-t 

30 :-ec.::!ipts and expcncii tures of candidates for directorsili:)s, 

31 a~d i~~crfcre~ce witn public utilities and their officers, 

32 (:.i recto~s a.i1d entploy~cs with the lawful ope!""atio~ and ::":lAnct.io:l 

33 of the corporatio:->. 

34 'ri10 bill !-:.as an c!:fcctive dat:.::: oi: January 1, 1978 .. 

35 
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