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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the practice of chiropractic. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section one hundred fifty-one point one (151.1}, 

2 Code 1977, is amended by striking the section and inserting 

3 in lieu thoreof the following: 

4 151.1 DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this title: 

5 1. "Chiropractic" r.\eans a discipline of the scientific 

6 healing arts concerned with the examination, analysis, diag-

7 nosis, treatment, and the prevention of human ailments, pain 

8 syndromes, functional disturbances, and neurophysiological 

9 aberrations of the hu~an body, especially of the spine and 

10 pelvis, as taught by chiropractic colleges approved by the 

11 board as provided in section one hundred fifty-one point four 

12 ( 151. 4) of the Code. 

13 Nothing in this or other chapters shall be construed to 

14 prohibit a lice:1sed chiropractic physician from using those 

15 dias~ostic a~d trcat~e~t ?rocedures or instruments, the use 

16 of which are taught by chirop~actic colleges approved by the 

17 board as provided in section one hundred fifty-one point four 

18 (151.4) of the Code. These procedures shall include, but 

19 P.Ot be limited to, treatment of the neuro~usculoskeletal 

20 system; diag~ostic X-ray; laborato~y exami.nation including 

21 vcnipunct~rc; the use of analyticul instruncr.ts; cnviron-

22 ncntal, nutritio~al, and diet~ry ffianagc~c~t; first aid; hy-

23 gie11e; rehabilitation; and physiological therapeutics all 

24 dc~iyncd to as~ist in the restoration and mair.tenance of 

25 h0alth accordi~g tc chiropractic ~cthods. 

26 

27 

2. ''Board'' means 

the state of I01.:a. 

the bo~rd of chiropractic ex~iners of 

2 8 3. "Chiropractic physicia:1" or "chi.ropractor" means a 

2 9 pc:rson licensed i:1 this state in accordance \·lith the provisions 

30 of cha;Jtet· one hundred forty-:;even ( 14 7) o£ the Code and this 

31 chapter. 

32 4. ''Persons engaged in the practice of chiropractic" 

33 rnea:1s: 

34 a. Persons publicly professins to be chiropractic physi-

35 cians or publicly professing to asst1me the duties i11cident 
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1 to the practice of chiropractic • 

2 b. Persons who treat human ailments by chiropractic. 

3 c. Persons who act as representatives of any person in 

4 performing any of the practices listed in this subsection. 

5 Sec. 2. Section one hundred fifty-one point two (151.2), 

6 unnurrbered paragraph one (1) 1 Code 1977 1 is amended to read 

7 as follows: 

8 See~~e~-454~4 Persons encaqed in the practice of chiro-

9 practic shall not be construed to include the following classes 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

of persons: 

Sec. 3. 

Code 1977 r 

rentur:ber i ng 

Sec. 4. 

subsection 

lO\vS: 

Section one hundred fifty-one point three (151.3), 

is ar:ended by strii.cing subsection one ( 1) and 

the remaining subsections. 

Section one hundred fifty-one point three (151.3) 1 

three (3) 1 Code 1977 1 is amended to read as fol-

17 3. Pass an examination prescribed by the chiropractic 

18 exiltEir:er.s in the subjects of anatomy, physiology, 

19 syr,ptomatology ~1~d diugnosis, hygiene tJ.nd sanitation, 

20 chctr.ist!:"y, histol.ogy, pat~olcgy, c3nd pri:1ciplQs and pructice 

21 of chiro?:-actic, including a clinical dcmor~stration ef 

2 3 Sec. 5. Section one hundred f ifty-or.e point four ( 1 51. 4) , 

24 subsection one (1) 1 Code 1977, ~s amended to reed as follows: 

2 5 1. Rc(juircs for grad1..1atio:1 or for the receipt of <lny 

26 cllj_ropractic degree ti1c co~pletion of a course of study 

27 covering a period of four academic years ~e~a~~!~q-t~e~-±eB~ 

28 t~a"-fe~~-~~1etl~tl~cl-~~x~y-~i~~te-•1e~~~-~!\-ee~~ai-re~icle~t 

30 Sec. 6. Section one hundred fifty-one point four (151.4) 1 

31 Code 1977, is acended by adding the following new subsection: 

32 NEW ~tJR~!~C:'lO~- Is accredited, whic~ means having status 

3 3 or full <J.ccrecli \.:..:ttion Hi th the conunission on accredi t<J. tion 

31, of the COU!~ciJ. on chiroprcctic Gducation, or a college of 

3 J chi roprClcti c that r,~eets cqui vulen t standards. 
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1 Sec. 7. 

2 Code 1977, 

Section one hundred fifty-one point five (151.5), 

is amcnd~d to read as follows: 

3 151.5 OPCRI\TIVJ:: Sl:HGCRY--DRUGS. A license to practice 

4 chiroprltctic shall not authorize the licensee to p~ae~±ee 

5 perform operative surgcry,-e~teerat~y,-r.e~-ad~±r.±5te~ or 

6 prescribe any prescription crug e~-mee±e±r.e-±~eletiee-±n-fflate~±a 

7 med~ea. The orovisions o£ this sectio~ shall not prohibit 

8 the usc of other diac,nostic or trea~~ent procedures by a 

9 lice~see. 

10 Sec. 8. Section one hundred fifty-one point six (151.6), 

11 Code 1977, is ar..endcc to read as follo,·:s: 

12 151.6 DISPLAY OF v!ORD "CEIROPHJ>.CTOR". Every licensee 

13 shall ~lace upon all signs used by him, and display pro~inently 

14 in his office the word ''chirop~~ctor'' or ''chiro~ractic'~~ 

15 Sec. 9. Chapter one hundred fifty-one (151), Code 1977, 

16 is ~ncr.c~ed by &C.di;,g the follo._,.,,i::g nc,·: s<Z:ctior.s: 

17 Ni:\·i Sl'C'l'IO:--l. USE OF AP?!{O?R!ATEu FU:\DS. The board may 

• 

18 expc:1d f·~:1c:s app::opriated to the board for the folloHing p~r- • 

19 poses: 

20 1. ~·ha admi~istration, i~tcrpretati.on, and enforcement 

21 of the pro';isior:s of this chapter and of chapter one hu:1JreC 

22 forty-seve:. ( 1l;7) of ~1-te Code. 

23 2. The elcvdtion of the standards of chiropractic practice. 

24 3. The prccc:otion of educational and profossionZtl stundards 

2 5 of chi rO!J):'.:::ctors in this state. 

2 6 NJ::\·! SEC'l'IO:;. COS'fi~i.JI:~G .C:0UCicTIO:\. iln applicant for li-

2 7 censc ~ene\·Jal ur.de::r. the provisions of sectio:1 one hU!1d;:--ed 

28 forty-seven point ten (147.10) of the Code shall present evi-

29 der1cc satisfactory to the board of the completion of at least 

30 ten hours of continuing education during the preceding year. 

31 Failure to r.:cet this re(]uirement in the absence of good cause, 

32 as dcter~ined by the board, shall result in suspension of 

33 th~ liccnGe until this rcquircnent has been met. 

34 NEW SECTIO~. REVOCATION. In addition to the provisions 

35 of scoctions one hundred forty-seven point fifty-eigllt (147.58) 
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1 through one hundred forty-seven point seventy-one (147.71) 

2 of the Cone, the board, after due notice and hearing, may 

3 direct the co=issioner of health to issue an order to 

4 restrict, revoke or suspend a license to practice chiro-

5 practic, or to discipline a person licensed to practice 

6 chiropractic for any of the grounds set forth in section one 

7 hundred forty-seven point fifty-five (147.55) of the Code 

8 or if, after a hearing, the board determines that a chiro-

9 practic physician is guilty of any of the follo11ing acts or 

10 offenses: 

11 1. Knowingly making misleading, deceptive, untrue or. 

12 fraudulent representation in the practice of his or her pro-

13 fcssion. 

14 2. Being convicted of a felony in the courts of this state 

15 or another stD.tc, tcr:!:"itory, or cour.try. Convictio~ as used 

16 in this subsection ir.cluc:es <.t c~nviction of an offense \vhich 

17 if com:r:itted i.n this state >:ould be deemed a felony \·<it!:ot:t 

18 r~gard to its desig:lation cJ.sc~here, or a criminal procending 

19 in whic!1 a finding or verdic~ of guilt is made or returned, 

20 but t.:he uc1judicC!tjo:1 o= gt:ilt is eith~Y \·:it.:hhelc'; or not en-

21 tcrGd. A certified copy of the final order or jt;.dg-r.1er:t. of 

22 convj.ctio1: or plea of g~ilty in thj.s state or in another state 

23 shall be conclt:sive evidc-r.cc. 

24 3. Violating a statute or law of this state, another 

25 state, or the United States, without regard to its designation 

26 as either felony or r..isde;.1eD!!Or, , .. ~hich statl!te or law relates 

27 to the practice of chiropr~ctic. 

28 4. Having his or her licunse to practice chiropractic 

29 revoked or suspended or having other disciplinary action taken 

30 by a li.censing aut~1ority of another state, territory, or coun-

31 try. l\. certified copy of the record or order of suspensio:-~, 

32 revocation, or disciplinary action is conclusive or prima 

33 facj.e evicic~cc. 

34 S. Knowingly aiding, assisting, procuring, or advising 

35 a pe1:son to unlawf\lll)" prztcticc chiropractic. 
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1 6. Being ~djudged mentully incompetent. Such aujudic~-

2 tion shnll automatically suspend a license for the duration 

3 of the license unless the board orders othcn;ise. 

4 7. Being guilty of a willful or repeated departure from, 

5 or the failure to conform to, the minimal star.dard of accep-

6 table and prevailing practice of chiropractic in ~;hich pro-

7 ceeding actual injury to a patient need not be established; 

s or the committing by a cbi1·o;Jractor of an act contrary to 

9 honesty, justice, or good morals, 1d1ether the same is corunitted 

10 in the course of his or her p~acticc or othcr;<Jise, and \·,.·hether 

11 co1runitted within or without this state. 

12 8. Incbilit:i to practice chiropractic with re~so:1abl8 

13 skill a~d safety by reaso~ o! illness, drunkenness, excessive 

14 use of dxugs, narcotics, chemicals, or other types of m~te~ial 

15 or as a result of a rner.tal or physical condition. The board 

16 silall, upo~ p~obable cause, have authority to conpel a chiro-

17 praetor to sub~it to a nental or physical examination by 

18 dcsignat0d physicia~s. P&ilure of a chiropractor to sub~it 

19 to a~ cxa~~~ation s!~all co~~titute ad~ission to t1~e allega-

20 tio~5 readc against hi~ or her and tte findi~s of fact ~nd 

21 decision of the board may be e~tered wit!1out the taki~g of 

22 testimo:1y or prGSCl1tat.ior: of evide;:cc. l~t reasonable intE!r-

23 vaJ.s, a chiropractor stall be afforded a~ opportunity to 

24 ~c~onstrate that l1e or she c~n rcsu~c the competent prac-

2~ tice of chiropractic with reasonable skill and safety to 

26 patient~. 

27 A chiropracto.r. ;,:ho mc:Y.es application for the renewal of 

28 his or her license, as required by sectio~ one hundred forty-

29 seven point ten (147.10) of the Code, gives his or her consent 

30 to submit to a ment<ll or physical examination as provided 

31 by this subsection v1hen directed in writing by the board. 

32 All objections shnll be ~o;aived as to the adrdssibility of 

33 the examini~g pl1ysicians 1 testi~ony or examination reports 

3 1• on t.h.c grour.ds that they cor!sti-:t:tc p1·.ivilegcd comr:1unicatj.on. 

35 The rnedic~l testimony or examir.ution reports shall not be 
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1 used against a chiropractor in another proceeding and shall 

2 be confidential, except for other actions filed against a 

3 chiropractor to revoke or suspend his or her license. 

4 9. Willful or repeated violation of a rule promulqated 

5 by the board or violating an ordC"r of the board, previously 

6 entered by the board in a disciplinazy hearing. 

7 NEvi SECTION. PROCEEDINGS. A pr-oceeC.ing for the rcvoca-

8 tion or suspension of a license to practice chiropractic or 

9 to discipline a person licensed to practice chiropractic shall 

10 be conduc~ed in the ~ar.ner p~cscribad in chapter sevc~teen 

11 A (17A) of the Code. Findings of fact and decision of the 

12 board shall be filed \·lith the com.--,iss.ioner. of public health 

13 who ~hall with111 ten days from the filing enter an order 

14 revoking or suspending the license issued to a chiropractor, 

15 or discipJ.inc t!tc licensee as directed by the board in its 

16 d0.cisio~. i\ c;:,py of the cor:'.missio~er 1 s o~dcr shall ir!'L.~Gdiately 

17 be: sc~t by rcg.i.stc:red ::v:d.l to the lice~see's last kno·;·,':1 po~t 

•. 18 office adclr~ss a.ccor:~pan.ied by a copy of the board's f_i.!~dings 

• 

19 of filet ar:d dec.ision. 

2 0 c:L\•l s:::cno:;. VOLCNTM<Y SURR~~:DI:R OF LICI::\SE 'IO PRI\C:'ICJ..: 

21 CHI?:Ol"TU~C'.i'IC. '.:.'he corr..:--;1issi.cr:cr of pulJlic hcc.:.l th r.:2.y ~cccpt 

22 tile volllllta=y stl~~c~dur of a liccJ:sc to pritctj_co chirc)pract:ic 

23 if uccoL~pa!iicd ;)y a written stut..emer.t of intention. Such 

24 volunt~ry surrondor, when so accepted, shall have the sarnc 

25 force a11d c[f~ct 2s ~!1 order of rovocatio~. 

26 
2 ., 

28 

29 

30 

Any person whose license 

has hccn st:s:_)c::dcd, rcvu}:cd, or who has been ploced o;: proba

tion may appl)' to thG board for rcii1Statcncnt at any time 

nrtd tl:c board ~ay hold 1·1carit1gs on sny such petitior1 and nay 

order rci:1~t:.tc::r::e:-:Lt c.n:d impose terms and cor.di tions th~rc:of 

31 and isr;uc a certificate of rGinstatcment to the corr,r:\issior.cr 

32 of pu'=>lic Jwulth 1-1ho shall issue a license <'s directed by 

3 3 the bocnd. 

3~ sec. 10. This Act is effective January 1, 1978 . 

35 
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EXPLANATION 1 

2 This bill makes c~anges in thQ chiropractic licensing law. 

3 It redefines chiropractic, requires accreditation of colleges 

4 of chiropractic for approval by the board, requires continuing 

5 education for chiropractors, lists grounds for revocation 

6 of a license, provides proceedings for revocation or suspension 

7 of licenses, provides for voluntary surrender of a license, 

B and for reinstatement of a license. 
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