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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to clarify the responsibilities of parents to 

2 children. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Amend Senate File 217, page 1, by striking line 
2 13. 
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S.F. ;;/ 7 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Chapter six hundred seventy-five (675), Code 

2 1977, 1s amended by adding the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. For the purposes of this chapter, "child" 

4 means a person less than eighteen years of age. 

5 Sec. 2. Section six hundred seventy-five point twenty-

6 five (675.25), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

7 675.25 FORM OF JUDGMENT. The judgment shall be for annual 

8 amounts, equal or varying, having regard to the obligation 

9 of the father under section 675.1, as the court directs, until 

10 the child reaches the age of s~~~eea eighteen years. The 

11 payments may be required to be made at such periods or 

12 intervals as the court directs. 

13 Sec. 3. This Act is effective January 1, 1978. 

14 EXPLANATION 

15 This bill establishes that a parent•s responsibility to 

16 support a child under the provisions of chapter 675 extends 

17 until the child reaches the age of eighteen. 
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HOUSE A~.!E~'TIMEXT TO SEXATE FILE 217 

S-5932 

1 Ame~d Senate File 217 as ~~ended and passed by 
2 the Se~a~e as follows: 
3 1. :Sy striking all after the e:1acting clause and 
4 insertir:.g in lieu thereof t..'le follo,.;ing: 
5 11 Secticn 1. NEW SECTION. DEFINITIONS. As used 
6 in t."lis .;;,ct: 
7 1. 11 Child 1

' means a person less than eighteen years 
8 of age. 
9 2. "Parent and child relationship" means the legal 

10 relationship existing between a child and his or her 
11 natu::::al or adoptive parents incident to which the 
12 law confers or imposes rights, privileges, duties, 
13 and obligations. It includes t.'le mot.'ler and child 
14 relationsh.io and the fat..'ler and child relationshio. 
15 3. 11 Ph:{sician" means a person licensed by thi-;, 
16 state to p:~actice medicine and surgery, osteopathy, 
17 or osteopathic medicine and surgery. 
18 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. REL..l\TIONSHIP NOT DEPENDENT 
19 ON ~~IAGE. The parent and child relationship extends 
20 equally to every child and to every parent, regardless 
21 of the marital status of the parents. 
22 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. HOW PARENT l>..ND CHILD 
23 RELATIONSH:P ESTABLISHED. The parent and child 
24 relationshio between a ~hild and: 
25 1. The natural mother may be established by proof 
26 of her havi.ng given birth to the child, under this 
27 Act, under chapter two hundred fifty-two A (252A) 
28 of the Code or under other proceedings available at 
29 law or in equity; ·· 
30 2. The natural father may be established under 
31 this Act, under chapter two hundred fifty-two A (252A) 
32 of the Code or under other proceedings available at 
33 law or in equity; 
34 3. An adoptive parent may be established by proof 
35 of adoption or under chapter six hundred {600) of 
36 the Code. 
37 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. PRESUNPTION OF PATERNITY. 
38 1. A man l.s presumed to be the natural father 
39 of a child if: 
40 a. He and the child's mother are or have been 
41 married to each other and the child is born during 
42 the marriage, or within three hundred days after the 
43 marriage is terminated-by death, annulment, declaration 
44 of invalidity, or dissolution, or after a decree of 
45 separation is entered by a court; 
46 b. Before the child's bir~'l, he and the child's 
47 natural mother have attempted to marry each other 
48 by a marriage solemnized in apparent compliance with 
49 law, alt.'lough the attempted marriage is or could be 
50 declared invalid, and, 
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1 (1) II the attempted marriage could be declared 
2 invalid only by a court, the child is born during 
3 the attempted marriage, or within three hundred days 
4 after its termination by death, annulment, declaration 
5 of invalidity, or dissolution; or 
6 (2) If ~~e attempted marriage is invalid without 
7 a court order, the child is born within ~~ee hundred 
8 days after ~~e termination of cohabitation; 
9 c. After t~e child's birL~, he and the child's 

10 natural mother have married, or attempted to marry, 
11 each o~~er by a marriage solemnized in apparent 
12 compliance with law, although ~~e attempted marriage 
13 ·is or could be declared invalid, and 
14 (1) He has acknowledged his paternity of the child 
15 in writing filed with the state registrar of vital 
16 statistics, or 
17 (2) With his consent, he is named as the child's 
18 father on the child's birth certificate, or 
19 (3) He is obligated to support the child under 
20 a written voluntary promise or by court order; 
21 d. While the child is under the age of majority, 
22 he receives the child into his home and openly holds 
23 out the child as his natural child; or 
24 e. He acknowledges his paternity of the child 
25 in a writing filed with the state registrar of vital 
26 statistics which shall promptly inform the mother 
27 of the filing of the acknowledgment, and she does 
28 not dispute the acknowledgm~nt within a reasonable 
29 time a£ter being informed thereof, in a writing filed 
30 with the state registrar of vital statistics. If 
31 another man is presumed under this section to be the 
32 child's father, acknowledgment may be effected only 
33 with the written consent of the presumed father or 
34 after the presumption has been rebutted. 
35 2. A presumption tinder this section may be rebutted 
36 in an appropriate action only by clear and convincing 
37 evidence. If two or more presumptions arise which 
38 conflict with each other, the presumption which on 
39 the facts is founded on the weightier considerations 
40 of policy and logic controls. The presumption is 
41 rebutted by a court decree establishing paternity 
42 of the child by another man. 
43 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION. 
44 1. If, under the supervision of a physician and 
45 wi~~ the consent of her husband, a wife is inseminated 
46 artificially with semen donated by a man not her 
47 husband, the husband is treated in law as if he were 
48 the natural father of the conceived child. The 
49 husband's consent must be in writing and signed by 
50 him and his wife. The physician shall certify their 
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signatures and the date of the insemination, and file 
the husband's consent with the state department of 
health, where, notwithstanding chap·ter sixty-eight 
A (68A) of the Code, it shall be kept confidential 
and in a sealed file. However, the physician's failure 
to certify or file the consent does not affect the 
fa~~er and child relationship. All papers and records 
pertaining to the insemination, whether part of the 
permanent record of a court or of a file held by the 
supervising physician or elsewhere, are subject to 
inspection only upon an order of the court for good 
cause shown. 

2. The donor of semen provided to a physician 
for use in artificial insemination of a married woman 
other than the donor's wife is treated in law as if 
he were not the natural faL~er of the conceived child. 

Sec. 6. NE\v SECTION. DETERNINATION OF FATHER 
AND CHILD RELATIONSHIP--HEO tviAY BRING ACTION--tdF..EN 
ACT I ON 11.1\ Y BE BROUGHT . 

1. A child, the child's natural mother, or a man 
presumed to be the child's father under section four 
(4), subsection one (1), paragraph a, b, or c of this 
Act may bring an action: 

a. At any time for the purpose of declaring the 
existence of the father and child relationship presumed 
under section four {4), subsection one (1), paragraph 
a, b, or c of.this Act; or 

b. For the purpose of declaring the nonexistence 
of the father and child relationship presumed under 
section four (4), subsection one (1}, paragraph a, 
b, or c of this Act only if the action is brought 
wiL~in a reasonable time after obtaining knowledge 
of relevant facts, but in no event later than five 
years after the child's birth. After the presumpt~on 
has been rebutted, paternity of the child by anoL~er 
man may be determined in the same action, if he has 
been made a party. 

2. Any interested party may bring an action at 
any time for the purpose of determining the existence 
or nonexistence of the father and child relationship 
presumed under section four (4), subsection one {1), 
paragraphs d or e of this Act. 

3. An action to determine the existence of the 
father and child relationship with respect to a child 
who has no presumed father under section four (4) 
of this Act may be brought by the child, the mother 
or personal representative of the chilo, the depart~ent 
of social services, the personal representative or 
a parent of the mother if L~e mother has died, a man 
alleged or alleging himself to be the faL~er, or the 
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1 personal representative or a parent of the alleged 
2 father if the alleged father has died or is a minor. 
3 4. Regardles·s of its terms, an agreement, other 
4 than an agreement approved by the court in accordance 
5 with section thirteen {13), subsection two (2) of 
6 this Act, between an alleged or presumed father and 
7 the mother or child, does not bar an action under 
8 this section. 
9 5. If an action under this section is brought 

10 before the birth of the child, all proceedings shall 
11 be stayed until after the birth, except service of 
12 process and the taking of depositions to perpetuate 
13 testimony. 
14 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS. 
15 An action to determ~ne the existence of the father 
16 and child relationship as to a child who has no 
17 presumed father under section four (4) of this Act 
18 may not be brought later ~~an three years after the 
19 birth of the child, or later than three years after 
20 the effective date of this Act, whichever is later. 
21 However, an action brought by or on behalf of a child 
22 whose paternity has not been determined is not barred 
23 until three years after the child reaches the age 
24 of majority. Sections six (6} and seven (7) of this 
25 Act do not extend the time within which a right of 
26 inheritance or a right to a succession may be asserted 

. 27 beyond the time provided by law relating to 
28 distribution and closing of decedents' estates or 
29 to the determination of heirship, or otherwise. 
30 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. JURISDICTION--VENUE. 
31 1. Without lim~ting the jurisdiction of any other 
32 court, the district court in the county in which the 
33 alleged father, mother, or child resides or is found 
34 has jurisdiction of an action brought pursuant to 
35 this Act. However, if the father is deceased, an 
36 action may be brought in the county in which 
37 proceedings for probate of his estate have been or 
38 could be commenced. The action may be joined with 
39 an action for dissolution, annulment, separate 
40 maintenance or support. 
41 2. A person who has sexual intercourse in this 
42 state submits to the jurisdiction of the courts of 
43 this state as to an action brought under this Act 
44 with respect to a child who may have been conceived 
45 by that act of intercourse. In addition to any other 
46 me~~od provided by rule or statute, personal jur-
47 isdiction may be acquired pursuant to the procedure 
48 set forth in section six hundred seventeen point three 
49 (617.3} of the Code. 
50 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. PARTIES. The natural mother, 
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1 each man presumed to be the father under section four 
2 (4) of this Act, and each man alleged to be the natural 
3 father, shall be made parties or, if not subject to 
4 the jurisdiction of the court, shall be given notice 
5 of the action in a manner prescribed by the court 
6 and an opportunity to be heard. The court may align 
7 the parties. 
8 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. PRE-TRIAL PROCEEDINGS. 
9 1. As soon as practicable after an action to 

10 declare the existence or nonexistence of L~e farher 
11 and child relationship has been brought, an informal 
12 hearing shall be held. The court may order that ~~e 
13 hearing be held before a referee. Notwithstanding 
14 chapter twenty-eight A (28A) of. the Code, the public 
15 shall be barred from the hearing. A record of the 
16 proceeding or any portion thereof shall be kept if 
17 any par-ty requests, or t.~e court orders. Rules of 
18 evidenc,~ need not be observed. 
19 2. Upon refusal of any witness, including a party, 
20 to testi.fy under oath or produce evidence, the court 
21 may order the wit.~ess to testify under oaL~ and produce 
22 evidence concerning all relevant facts. If the refusal 
23 is upon the ground that the testimony or evidence 
24 might tend to be incriminating, t.~e court may grant 
25 the wit~ess immunity from all criminal liability on 
26 account of t.~e testimony or evidence the witness is 
27 required to produce. An order granting immunity bars 
28 prosecu~ion of the witness for any offense shown in 
29 whole or in part by.testimony or evidence the witness 
30 is required to produce, except for perjury co~~itted 
31 in the testimony. The refusal of a witness who has 
32 been granted i~~unity to obey an order to testify 
33 or produce evidence is a civil contempt of the court. 
34 3. Testimony of a physician concerning the medical 
35 circu..'1ls1:ances of the pregnancy and the condition and 
36 characteristics of L~e child upon birth is not 
37 privileged. 
38 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 
39 1. The court may, and 

"40 shall, require the child, 
41 to submit to blood tests. 
42 by an e.i..-pert qualified as 
43 appointed by the court. 

BLOOD TESTS. 
upon request of a party 
mother, or alleged father 

The tests shall be performed 
an examiner of blood types, 

44 2. The court, upon reasonable request of a party, 
45 shall order that independent tests be performed by 
46 oL~er experts qualified as ex~'1liner of blood types 
47 at t.~e expense of the party requesting the duplicate 
48 tests. 
49 3. In all cases, the court shall determine the 
50 number and qualifications of the experts. 
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1 Sec. 12. ~v SECTION. EVIDENCE RELATING TO 
2 PATERNITY. Evidence relating to paternity may include 
3 any of the following: 
4 1. Evidence of sexual intercourse between the 
5 mother and alleged father at any possible time of 
6 conception. 
7 2. &~expert's opinion concerning L~e statistical 
8 probability of the alleged father's paternity based 
9 upon the dura~ion of ~~e mother's pregnancy. 

10 3. Blood test results, weighted in accordance 
11 with evidence, if available, of the statistical 
12 probability of the alleged father's paternity. 
13 4. Medical or an~~ropological evidence relating 
14 to the alleged father's paternity of the child based 
15 on tests performed by experts. If a man has been 
16 identified as a possible father of the child, the 
17 court may, and upon request of a party shall, require 
18 L~e child, ~~e mother, and the man to submit to 
19 appropriate tests. 
20 5. Other evidence relevant and material to the 
21 issue of paternity of the child. 
22 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. PRE-TRIAL RECO~~NDATIONS. 
23 1. On the bas~s of the information produced at 
24 the pre-trial hearing, the judge or referee conducting 
25 the hearing shall evaluate the probability of 
26 determining the existence or nonexistence of the 
27 father and child relationshiP in a trial and whether 
28 a judicial declaration of the relationship would be 
29 in the best interest of the child. · On the basis of 
30 the evaluation, an appropriate recommendation for 
31 settlement shall be made to the parties, which may 
32 include any of the following: 
33 a. That the action be dismissed with or without 
34 prejudice. 
35 b. That the matter be compromised by an agreement 
36 among the alleged father, the mo~~er, and the child, 
37 in which the father and child relationship is not 
38 determined but in which a defined economic obligation 
39 is undertaken by the alleged father in favor of the 
40 child and, if appropriate, in favor of the mother, 
41 subject to approval by L~e judge or referee conducting 
42 ~~e hearing. In reviewing the obligation undertaken 
43 by the alleged father in a compromise agreement, the 
44 judge or referee conducting the hearing shall consider 
45 the best interest of the child, in the light of the 
46 factors enumerated in section fifteen (15), subsection 
47 five (5) of this Act, discounted by the probability 
48 as it appears to the court, of establishing the alleged 
49 father's paternity or nonpaternity of the child in 
50 a trial of the action. In the best interest of L~e 



SENATE 85 
MAY 15, 1978 
S-5932 Page 7 
1 child, the court may order that the alleged father's 
2 identity be kept confidential. In that case, the 
3 court may designate a person_or·agency to receive 
4 from the alleged father and disburse on behalf of 
5 the child all amounts paid by the alleged father in 
6 fulfillment of obligations imposed on him. 
7 c. That t..~e alleged father volunta:::-ily ack .. 1owlec-;e 
8 his paternity of the child. 
9 2. If the parties accept a reco~~endation made 

10 in accordance with subsection one (l) of ~~is sec~ion, 
11 judgment shall be entered accordingly. 
12 3. If a party refuses to accept a reco~~endation 
13 made under subsection one {1) of this section and 
14 blood tests have not been taken, the court shall 
15 require the parties to submit to blood tests, if 
16 practicable. Thereafter t..~e judge or referee shall 
17 make an appropriate final recommendation. If a party 
18 refuses to accept the final recommendation, the action 
19 shall be set for trial. 
20 4. The guardian ad litem may accept or refuse 
21 to accept a reco~~endation under t..~is section. 
22 5. The informal hearing may be te=minated and 
23 the action set for trial if the judge or referee 
24 conducting the he'aring finds it unlikely that all · 
25 parties would accept a recommendation he or she might 
26 make under subsection one (1) or three (3) of this 
27 section. 
28 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. CIVIL ACTION. 
29 1. An action under this Act is a civil action 
30 governed. by the rules of civil. procedure·. If the 
31 mother of the child and the alleged father are 
32 competent to testify they may be compelled to testify. 
33 Subsections two (2) and L~ree (3) of section ten (10) 
34 and sections eleven (11) and twelve (12) of this Act 
35 apply. 
36 2. Testimony relating to sexual access to the 
37 mother by an unidentified man at any time or by an 
38 identified man at a time other than the probable time 
39 of conception of the child is inadmissible in evidence, 
40 unless offered by the mother. 
41 3. In an action against an alleged father, evidence 
42 offered by him with respect to a man who is not subject 
43 to the jurisdiction of t..~e court concerning the man's 
44 sexual intercourse with the mother at or about the 
45 probable time of conception of the child is admissible 
46 in evidence only if the man has undergone and made 
47 available to the court blood tests the results of 
48 which de not exclude the possibility of the man's 
49 paternity of the child. A man who is so identified 
50 and is subject to the jurisdiction of the court shall 
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be made a defendant in the action. 
4. The trial shall be by the court without a jury. 
Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. JUDGMENT OR OH.::JE:-::. 
1. The judgmen1:. or orde.r: of the cou.:--:: :.:e-:e=:nining 

the existence or nonexistence of the pa.:-en-: ar.d. ~hild. 
relationship is deter!:linative for all 9'-.:.:'::"?0ses. 

2 If the "iu~~""n ..... ,..,.,... ........ ~oro-=,_; __ ~-ur"'· ~- ~"-
•• ........ '::1"":-.~l-'-'-'-'"':'""'~ .1.'-'.~':,.'-u -~""a'-

var~ance w~ th t..'le c.::::.ld' s b::Lrth cert:..::::.cate, -:..-.2 ccur-: 
shall order t.'lat an a:r.ended bi.:-t..'l ce.~:::::.ificat::: J::e 
issued under section "':.~·;en·ty-three (23) of t:"lis Act. 

3. The judgment or order may contain an~{ other 
provision directed against t..'le appropriate party to 
the proceeding concerning the duty of support, t..'le 
furnishing of bond or other security for the payment 
of t.~e judgment, or any other matter in the bes"':. 
interest of the child. The judgment or order :nay 
direct the father to pay the reasonable expenses of 
the mother's pregnancy and confinement. 

4. Support judgments or orders ordinarily shall 
be for periodic payments which may vary in amount. 
In the best interest of the child, a lump sw~ payment 
or the purchase of an annuity may be ordered in lieu 
of periodic payments of support. The court may limit 
the father's liability for past support of the child 
to the proportion of the expenses already incurred 
that the court deems just. 

5. In determining the amount to be paid by a . 
parent for support of the child and the period during 
which the duty of support is·owed, a court enforcing 
the obligation of support shall consider all relevant 
facts including but not necessarily limited to: 

a. The needs of the child. 
b. The standard of living and circumstances of 

the parents. 
c. The relative financial means of the parents. 
d. The earning ability of the parents. 
e. The need and capacity of the child for 

education, including higher education. 
f. The age of the child. 
q. The financial resources and the earning ability 

of the child. 
h. The responsibility of the parents for the 

support of others. 
i. The value of services contributed by the 

custodial parent. 
Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. COSTS. The court may order 

reasonable fees of counsel, experts, and the child's 
guardian ad litem, and other costs of the action and 
pre-trial proceedings, including blood tests, to be 
paid by the parties in proportions and at times 
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1 determined by the court. 
2 Sec. 17. NE"w SECTION. ENFORCE!'!E~TT OF .JUDGHENT 
3 OR ORDER. 
4 1. If existence of the =a~ber and child 
5 relationship is de·::le.::-ed, --:::- ;;a':er::i ":.7 or a duty of 
6 suppor-:. has been ac:-:.-:c~,..,yleC.~-=:i 8r adj 1.lC...:..cate'.:i u::der 
7 t..lJ.is .:':oct or under p::i~:: la::, ·::::e obJ..igatior:. of the 
8 fa~~er may be enfo=s2~ i~ ~~~ sa~e o~ o~~=r ~~cceedings 
9 by the !nother, t.'J.e -::2-:.ld, t:--:c pt:bli~ =.llt:-:o:::i ~""i- t..:_:_a~ 

10 has furnished or may :E'..l::-:1isn. t.::e res..o;o:J.e.ble exper;.ses 
11 of pregnancy, confi::~-=.:::.e:r~t., ed.:.:c.~t.i.or:, supp~.:;rt:, qr 
12 funeral, or by any other person, including a private 
13 agency, to t..lJ.e extent he or she has furnished or is 
14 
15 
16 
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20 
21 
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furnishing t..lJ.ese expenses. 
2. All orders or judgmer;.ts providing support 

payments shall direct t~e pa}r,ent of such Slli~S to 
the clerk of court for the use of the person to whom 
the payments have been a·,.;arded. 

3. Willful fail~::-e to obey ~~e judgment or order 
of the court is a civil contempt of the court. All 
remedies for the enforce:nent cf j'J.dgrnents apply. 

Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. r•IODIFICATION OF JU'DG1,IENT 
OR ORDER. The court has continuing jurisdiction to 
modify or revoke a judgment or order upon a showing 
that a change in circumstances warrants ~~e 
modification or revocation for the following reasons: 

1. Future education and sup~ort; or 
2. With respect to matters listed in section 

fifteen (15), subsections L~ree (3) and four (4), 
and section seventeen (17), subsection two (2) of 
this Act, except L~at a court entering a judgment 
or order for the paynent of a lump sum or the purchase 
of an annuity under section fifteen (15), subsection 
four (4) of this Act may specify that the judgment 
or order may not be modified or revoked. 

Sec. 19. NE\v SECTION. HEA.~INGS &'\"D RECORDS-
CONFID&~ri.~ITY. Notwithstanding chapters twenty
eight A (28A) or sixty-eight A (68A) of the Code 
concerning public meetings and records, any hearing 
or trial held under this Act shall be held in closed 
court wi·thout admittance of any person other than 
those necessary to the action or proceeding. All 
papers and records, other than the final judgment, 
pertaining to the action or proceeding, whether part 
of the permanent record of the court or of a file 
in any state agency or else·,.;here, are subject to 
inspection only upon consent of the court and all 
interested persons, or in exceptional cases only upon 
an order of the court for good cause shown. 

Sec. 20. NE~v SECTION. ACTION TO DECLARE MOTHER 
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1 AND CEILD RELATIONSHIP. &.J.y interest.ed party may 
2 bring an action to determine t.~e existence or 
3 nonexistence -:,f a mother and child relatio<lship. 
4 Insofar as practic~le, the provisions of this Act 
5 a~~licabJ .. ~ tc ~:-e fa·~~er 2.:-:d child relation.sl"'lip 2.l'):;:·:._~/· 
6 Sec. 2l. ~r~H S:2CT:2N. ?P'"Ot•1!SE ~0 i\.E:lillS:-~ ST_~?-
7 ?O?..T. J,~~._..._>.-,· ;:;.::-c:aise .1..:1 ~"':r-i ~ing t:.o furnis~""l :::,..:.-·:;;port. :c': ~ 
8 a c~iJ.,j, _:.:..·,:·t~:i.:1g Oll"'~ of a s~:;.pp::sed or a.2.2- ·::-.;:·: .. j :.:c.-~-:-~.:-

9 a.,..,d ,...~~-: _,.....; ..... ~, -~-! ,-':"""'.<::'~J.·._., -~~,- ..... ~:..-.~ , .... _ .... ,_.e~,; -.=.. ,.,, ...... -:-].' c.~o·r-~_J,..~ r .. :-
... ._~ ... •-\_:. .!...-..:.....:1.'-'~v ...... ~ ...... ~ 1 ~ •. ..~._~ ~.:.V\..o. _ ':1..._.-.J-_ ·._..._,.J. .... :::, --·----·-' ...... 

10 ar.d is er:.fc:-ce:1l:1e ac:~ordir:g to its te.:::~s, ;;:lbject 
11 to section siz. { 6), s'.lbsection four ( 4) of t....'l.is Act. 
12 Sec. 22. ~JEW SECTION. :SIRTH RECORDS. 
13 1. Upon order of a cou=t of this state or upon 
14 request of a court of another state, L~e s~ate 
15 registrar of vital statistics shall prepare an amended 
16 birth certificate consistent with ~~e findings of 
17 the court. 
18 2. The fact that the father and child r2lationship 
19 was declared after the child's birt~ shall not be 
20 ascertainable from the amended certificate but the 
21 actual place and date of birth shall be sho~~-
22 3. The evidence upon which the amended certificate 
23 was made and the original birth certificate shall 
24 be kept in a sealed and confidential file and be 
25 subject to inspection only upon consent of the court 
26 and all interested persons, or in exceptional cases 
27 only upon an order of the court for good cause shown. 
28 Sec. 23. NEW SECTION. WHEN NOTICE OF ADOPTION 
29 PROCEEDING REQUIRED; If a mother relinquishes or 
30 proposes to relinquish for adoption a child \vho has 
31 either a presumed father under section four (4), 
32 subsection one (1) of this Act, or a father whose 
33 relationship to the child has been determined by a 
34 court, or a father as to whom the child is a legitimate 
35 child under prior law of this state or under the law 
36 of another jurisdiction, the father shall be given 
37 notice of the adoption proceeding and have the rights 
38 provided under chapter six hundred (600) of the Code, 
39 unless the father's relationship to the child has 
40 been previously terminated or determined by a court 
41 not to exist. 
42 Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. PROCEEDING TO TEru1INATE 
43 PARENTAL RIGHTS. 
44 1. If a mother relinquishes or proposes to 
45 relinquish for adoption a child who does not have 
46 either a presumed father under section four (4), 
47 subsection one (1) of this Act, or a father whose 
48 relationship to the child has been determined by a 
49 court, or a father as to whom the child is a legitimate 
50 child under prior law of this state or under the law 
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1 of ano~~er jurisdiction, or if a child otherwise 
2 becomes the subject of an adoption proceeding, a 
3 petition for ter:nination of pare::1tal rights of the 
4 .:at...'1er shall be filed '.-lit:.~ the juvenile court pursuant 
5 to sectio~ six hundred A ~ci.:::t five (600A.5) of t:.'1e 
6 Code, unless the fat...;.'1e!."''s r~lationsl-1iD to t..':.e child 
7 has bee:: p.:-e~..ri.o"t:3ly te2:7:lir:at-ed cr d.e~e:!:l.nin.ed not to 
8 e~ist by a court. 
9 2. In a~ effort to ~de~tify ~~e natural father, 

10 L~e court shall cause i~~~iry to be made of the ~other 
11 2.2d a~y ct.':.er appropriate. person. T:'le in.quiry shall 
12 i~clude t:.~e following: whether the mot:.':.er was married 
13 at t..~e time of conception of t:.':.e child or at any time 
14 thereafter; whet:.~er the mot.~er was cohabiting with 
15 a man at the time of conception or birth of the child; 
16 'dhet..':.er the mot...':.er has received support payments or 
17 promises of support with respect to the child or in 
18 cOrL""lection' VTi th her pregnancy; or Hhet:.'l.er any man 
19 has formally or informally ack..""lO\·lledged or declared 
20 his possible paternity of the child. 
21 3. rf, after t:.':.e in~~iry, the natural father is 
22 identified to the satisfaction of the court, or if 
23 more than one man is identified as a possible father, 
24 each shall.be given notice of the proceeding in 
25 accordance with section six hundred A poi~t six 
26 (600A.6) of the Code. If any of them fails to appear 
27 or, if appearing, fails to claim custodial rights, 
23 his parental rights with reference to the child shall 
29 be terminated; If the natural· fat1J.er or·· a man 
30 representing himself to be the natural father, claims 
31 custodial rights, the court shall proceed to determine 
32 custodial rights. 
33 4. If, after the inquiry, the court is unable 
34 to ident~ify the natural father or any possible natural 
35 father and no person has appeared claiming to be the 
36 natural father and claiming custodial rights, the 
37 court shall enter an order terminating the un~iown 
38 natural father's parental rights with reference to 
39 the child. Subject to the disposition of an appeal 
40 upon the expiration of six months after an order 
41 terminating parental rights is issued under this 
42 subsection, the order cannot be questioned by any 
43 person, in any manner, or upon any ground, including 
44 fraud, misrepresentation, failure to give any required 
45 notice, or lack of jurisdiction of ~he parties or 
46 of the subject matter. 
47 5. Notice of the proceeding shall be given pursuant 
48 to section six hundred A point six (600A.6) of the 
49 Code. 
50 Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. CUSTODY, GU~~I~~SHIP &~ 
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1 VISITATION. The custody and guardianship of the child 
2 and visitation privileges with the child shall be 
3 determined in a proceeding separate and apart from 
4 any proceedings under this Act to determine paternity 
5 of ~~e c~il~ ~n~ sunnort. T~e child shall be made 
6 a par-:.y ·to such separate action. A general guardian 
7 or S:.la:-:C.ia...-r;. ai :..item appoi:;.ted by the court sha.ll 
8 re~resent a c~ild ~to is minor. The child's no~~er 
9 or fa-t.l:e:.:- s~all not represent t...""le chi2.d as guardian 

10 or othertlise. The court may appoint the depart.::ent 
11 of social serrices as guardian ad litem for the child. 
12 Sec. 26. ~m;v SECTION. WELFP..RE RECIPIENT--ASSIGN-
13 MENT OF Su""PPORT PA~":·IENTS. Persons entitled to support 
14 payments pursuant to this Act who are also welfare 
15 recipients shall assign ~~eir rights to the payments 
16 to the department of social services, which may secure 
17 payments in default. The clerk of court shall forward 
18 support payments received pursuant to this Act to 
19 the department of social services and shall furnish 
20 the department with copies of all orders or decrees 
21 awarding support to parties having custody of minor 
22 children when the parties are receiving \velfare 
23 assistance. 
24 Sec. 27. Section one hundred forty-four point 
25 forty (144.40), Code 1977, is amended by striking 
26 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the 
27 following: 
28 144.40 PATERNITY OR M.!\TERNITY OF CHILDREN. Upon 
29 order of a court of ~~is state or upon request of 
30 a court of another state, the state registrar shall 
31 prepare an amended certificate of birth pursuant to 
32 the provisions of section twenty-three (23) of this 
33 Act. 
34 Sec. 28. Section two hundred fifty-two B point 
35 three (252B.3), Code 1977, is amended to read as 
36 follows: 
37 252B.3 DUTY OF DEPARTMENT TO ENFORCE CHILD SUPPORT. 
38 Upon receipt by the depart~ent of an application for 
39 public assistance on behalf of a child and 
40 determination by the department that the child has 
41 been abandoned by its parents or that the child and 
42 one parent have been abandoned by the other parent 
43 or that the parent or other person responsible for 
44 the care, support or maintenance of the child has 
45 failed or neglected to give proper care or support 
46 to the child, the department shall take appropriate 
47 action under the provisions of this chapter or under 
48 other appropriate statutes of this state including 
49 but not limited to chapters 239, 252A, 598, and 6;5 
50 this Act, to insure that the parent or other person 
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responsible for the support of the child fulfills 
the support obligation. 

Sec. 29. Section two hundred fifty-two B point 
four (252B.4), Code 1977, is amended to read as 
follows: 

252B.4 NONASSIST.~~CE CASES. The child support 
and pa~err~ty de~e=mi~ation se~;ices established by 
~~e ~epar~;.ent pu=s~a~t to this Act and other 
appropr~ate se~ices provided by law including but 
not lim.:.ted to the provisions of chapters 239, 252A, 
598 ar.d 6~~ ~~is Act shall be ~ade available bv the 
unit to any ~ndividual not otherwise eligible as a 
public assistance recipient upon application by the 
individual for ~~e services. The application shall 
be filed wi~~ the depart~ent. The commissioner may 
require an application fee not to exceed twenty dollars 
as dete;~ined by ~le cc~~issioner. The commissioner 
may require an additional fee to cover the costs 
incurred by the department in providing the support 
collection w~d paternity determination services. 
The commissioner shall, by regulation, establish and 
make available to all applicants for support 
enforcement and paternity determination services a 
fee schedule, however, the fee shall not exceed ten 
percent of any support money recovered by depart~ent 
action. The fee for support collection and paternity 
determination services shall be agreed upon in writing 
by the individual requesting the services. The 
applicat.ion fee- and the additional fee-· for services 
provided may be deducted from the amount of the support 
money recovered by the department. Fees collected 
pursuant to this section shall be remitted to the 
treasurer of state who shall deposit them in the 
general fund of the state. The commissioner or a 
designee and the treasurer of state shall keep an 
accurate record of funds so remitted and deposited. 

Sec. 30. Section two hundred fifty-two B point 
five (252B.S), subsection three (3), Code 1977, is 
amended to read as follows: 

3. Aid in enforcing through court proceedings 
an existing court order for support issued pursuant 
to chapters 252A, 598, and 6;s this Act. 

Sea. 31. Section six hundred A po1nt three 
(600A.3), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

600A.3 EXCLUSIVITY. Termination of parental 
rights shall be accomplished only according to the 
provisions of this chapter and this Act. However, 
termination of parental rights between an adult child 
and the child's parents may be accomplished by a 
decree of adoption establishing a new parent-child 

-13-



SENATE 92 
1IAY 15, 1978 
S-5932 Page 14 

1 relationship. 
2 Sec. 32. NE~<l SECTION. li"NIF02!UTY OF APPLICATION 
3 Al.'ID CONSTRUCTION. This .Z\ct shall be applied and 
4 constr~ec to effectuate its general purpose to ~ake 
5 uniform t~e law wi~~ respect ~Q L~e s:~jec~ o= this 
6 Act a~ong states enacting it. 
7 Sec. 33. lffiW SECTION. SEOaT TITLE. This Act 
8 may be cited as L~e unlform pare~tage Act. 
9 Sec. 34. Chapter six hundred seventy-five (675), 

10 Code 1977, is repealed. 
11 Sec. 35. This Act is effective January 1, 1S79." 
12 2. &~end the title, by striking lines 1 and 2 
13 and inserting in lieu L~ereof L~e following: 
14 ll.f-_.'1 Act to enact the Unifor!!'l Parentage Act pro7iding 
15 substantive equality for all children regardless of 
16 the marital status of L~eir parents and providing 
17 for civil contempt. 11 · 
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SENATE FILE 217 

Amend Senate File 217 as amended and passed by 
the Senate as follows: 

H-6684 

1 
2 
3 1. By striking all after the enacting clause and 
4 inserti~g in lieu thereof the followi~g: 
5 11 50Ctlon 1. NEW SECTION. DEFINITIONS. As used 
6 in this Act: 

~ 1~.., .:., "7 
1. "Parent and child relationship" means the legal 

8 relationship existing between a child and his or her 
9 natural or adoptive pare~ts incident to which the 

10 law confers or imposes rights, privileges, duties, 
11 and obligations. It includes the mother and child 
12 relationship and ~~e father and child relationship. 
13 2. "Physician" means a person licensed by this 
14 stat~ to practice medicine and surgery, osteopathy, 
15 or osteopathic medicine and surgery. 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

.;Jc.t(-24 

25 
26 
27 e 28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
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50 

Sec. 2. :t-mr,v SECTION. RELATIONSHIP NOT DEPENDENT 
ON HARRIAGE. The parent and child relationship exte.:ds 
equally to every child and to every parent, regardless 
of the marital status of the parents. 

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. HOW PARENT AND CHILD 
RELATIONSHIP ESTABLISHED. The parent and child 
relationship between a child and: 

1. The natural mother may be established by proof 
of her having given birth to the child, er under this 
Act, under chapter two hundred fifty-two A (252A) 
of the Code or under other proceedings available at 
la~v or in equity; 

2. The natural father may be established under 
this Act, under chapter t\vO hundred fifty-tr,.;o A (252A}. 
of the Code or under other proceedings available at 
law· or in equity; 

3. An adoptive parent may be established by proof 
of adoption or under chapter six hundred (600) of 
the Code. 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. PRESuMPTION OF PATER1'JITY. 
1. A man is presumed to be the natural father 

of a child if: 
a. He and tile child's mother are or have been 

married to each other and ~~e child is born during 
the marriage, or within three hundred days after the 
marriage is terminated by death, annulment, declaration 
of invalidi tv, or dissolution, or after a decree 'of 
separation is entered by a court; 

b. Before the child's birth, he and the child's 
natural mother have attempted to marry each other 
by a marriage solemnized in apparent compliance with 
law, although the attempted marriage is or could be 
declared invalld, and, 

(1) If the attempted marriage could be declared 
invalid only by a court, the child is born during 
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2 after its termination by-death, annulment, declaration 
3 of invalidity, or dissolution; or 
4 (2) If the attempted marriage is invalid without 
5 a court order, the child is bern within th=ee hundred 
6 days after t~e termination of cohabitation; 
7 c. After the child's birth, he and the child's 
8 natural mother have married, or attemoted to marrv, 
9 each other by a marriage solewnized in apparent ~ 

10 cc:::pliar:.ce vli th law, although the attempted marriage 
11 is or could be declared invalid, and 
12 ( 1) He has acknm·Tledged his paternity of the child 
13 in Hriting filed with the state registrar of vital 
14 statistics, or 
15 (2) With his consent, he is named as the child's 
16 father on the child's birth certificate, or 
17 ( 3) He is obligated to ~.upport the child under 
18 a written voluntary promise or by court order; 
19 d. While the child is under the age of majority, 
20 he receives the child into his heme and openly holds 
21 out the child as his natural child; or 
22 e. He ack.'!OHledges his paternity of the child 
23 in a writing filed with the state registrar of vital 
24 statistics which shall promptly inform the mother 
25 of the filing of the ackno,vledgment, and she does 
26 not dispute the acknoHledg;nent uithin a reasonable 
27 time after being informed t.":.ereof, in a writing filed 
28 with the state registrar of vital statistics. If 
29 another man is oresu.rned under this section to be the 
3 0 child's fat.:.'l.er,- acJG10Hled9-~ent may be effected only 
31 with the \vri tten consent of the presumed father or 
32 after the oresumotion has been rebutted. 
33 2. A presumption under this section may be rebutted 
34 in an appropriate action only by clear and convincing 
35 evJ..d.ence. If tvlO or more presumptions arise which 
36 conflict with each other, the oresumotion which on 
37 the facts is founded on the weightier considerations 
38 of policy and logic controls. The presumption is 
39 rebutt~d by a court decree establishing paternity 
40 of the child by another man. 
41 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. ARTIFICIA~ INSEHINATION. 
42 1. If, under t.'l.e supervision of a physician and 
43 with the consent of her husband, ·a ~vife is inseminated 
44 artificially with semen donated by a man not her 
45 husband, the husband is treated in law as if he were 
46 the natural father of the conceived child. The 
47 husband's consent must be in writing and signed by 
48 him and his >vife. The physician shall certify their 
49 signatures and the date of the insemination, and file 
50 the husband's consent with the state department of 

-2-

·e 



MAY 12, 1978 
.PAGE 70 
H-6684 
Page 3 1 health, where, notwithstanding chapter sixty-eight 

2 A (68A) of the Code, it shall be kept confidential 
3 and in a sealed file. However, the physician's failure 
4 to certify or file the consent does not affect the 
5 father and child relationship. All papers and records 
6 pertaining to the insemination, whether part of the 
7 permanent record of a court or of a file held by the 
8 supervising physician or else<.vhere, are subject to 
9 inspection only upon an order of tile court for good 

10 cause shown. 
11 2. The donor of semen provided to a physician 
12 for use in artificial insemination of a married woman 
13 other than the donor's wife is treated in law as if 
14 he were not the natural father of the conceived child. 
15 Sec. 6. NE\·; SECTION. DETER...'viiNATION OF FATHER 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
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AND CHILD RELATIONSHIP--\'lHO HAY BRING ACTION--'v/HEN 
ACTION HAY BE BROUGHT. 

1. A child, the child's natural mother, or a man 
presumed to be the child's father under section four 
(4), subsection one (1), paragraph a, b, or c of this 
Act may bring an action: 

a. At any time for the purpose of declaring the 
existence of the father and child relationship presumed 
under section four (4), subsection one (1), paragraph 
a, b, or c of this Act; or 

b. For the purpose of declaring the nonexistence 
of the father and child relationship presumed under 
section fot:r ( 4), subsection one ( 1), paragraph a, 
b, or c of this Act only if the action is brought 
within a reasonable time after obtaining knowledge 
of relevant facts, but in no event later than five 
years after the child's birth. After the presumption 
has been rebutted, paternity of the child by another 
man may be determined in the same action, if he has 
been made a party. . 

2. Any interested party may bring an action at 
any time for the purpose of determining the existence 
or nonexistence of the father and child relationship 
presumed under section four (4), subsection one (1), 
paragraphs d or e of G~is Act. 

3. An action to determine the existence of the. 
father and child relationship with respect to a child 
who has no.presumed father under section four (4) 
of this Act may be brought by the child, the mother 
or personal representative of the child, the department 
of social services, the personal representative or 
a parent of the mother if the mother has died, a man 
alleged or alleging himself to be the father, or the 
personal representative or a parent of the alleged 
father if the alleged father has died or is a minor. 
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4. Regardless of its terms, an agreement, other 
than an agreement approved by the court in accordance 
with section thirteen (13), subsection two (2) of 
this Act, between an alleged or presumed father and 
the mother or child, does not bar an action under 
this section. 

3 
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29 
30 
31 
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5. If an action under this section is broucht 
before the birth of the child, all proceedings-shall 
be stayed until after the bir~h, except service of 
process and the taking of depositions to perpetuate 
testimony. 

Sec. 7. Nmv SECTION. STATUTE OF LINITATIONS. 
An action to determine the existence of the father 
and child relationship as to a child who has no 
presumed father under section four (4) of this Act 
may not be brought later than three years after the 
birth of the child, or later than three years after 
the effective date of this Act, whichever is later. 
However, an action brought by or on behalf of a child 
whose paternity has not been determined is not barred 
until three years after the child reaches the age 
of majority. Sections six (6) and seven (7) of this 
Act do not extend the time within which a right of 
inheritance or a right to a succession may be asserted 
beyond the time provided by law relating to 
distribution and closing of decedents' estates or 
to the determination of heirship, or ow'1er~·Tise. 

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. JURISDICTION--VENlJE. 
1. Without lim1ting the jurisdiction of any other 

court, the district court in the countv in which the 
alleged father, mother, or child resides or is found 
has jurisdiction of an action brought pursuant to 
this Act. However, if the father is deceased, an 
action may be brought in the county in which 
proceedings for probate of his estate have been or 
could be commenced. The action may be joined with 
an action for dissolution, annulment, separate 
maintenance or support. . 

2. A oerson who has sexual intercourse in this 
state submits to the jurisdiction of the courts.of 
this state as to an action brought under this Act 
with respect to a child who may have been conceived 
by that act of intercourse. In addition to any other 
method provided by rule or statute, personal jur
isdiction may be acquired pursuant to the procedure 
set forth in section six hundred seventeen point three 
{617.3) of the Code. 

Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. PARTIES. :tfie-efi:!::ta-sfia±:!:. 
Be-ffiaae-a-~e:cy-~e-~~e-ae~:!:ea~--A-~eRe:a:t-~aa:a:!:~R 
e=-~~e=a:!:aR-aa-±:!:Eeffi-a~~e:!:REea-By-~fie-eea:~-sRa±± 
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H- 6684 1 :e~:esea~-a-efi~±a-wfie-~s-a-~~Rer~--~fie-es~±e~s-me~fie: 
Page 5 2 e:-€a~fie:-sfia±±-ae~-=e~:eseR~-~fie-efi~±a-as-~~a=a~aa 

GJo4)3 e:-e~fie=w~se~--~fie-eear~-me~-a~~e~R~-~Re-ee~a:s~eR~ 
4 e£-see~a±-serv~ees-as-~aa:a:aR-ad-±~~es-fer-~ke-eR~±e~ 
5 The natural mother, each man presumed to be the father 
6 under section four (4) of this rict, and each man 
7 alleg~d to be the natural father, shal~ be made parties 
8 or, if not subject to the jurisdiction of the ~curt, 
9 shall be given notice of the action in a manner 

10 prescribed by the court and an opportunity to be 
11 heard. The court may align the parties. 
12 Sec. 10. NE\'1 SECTION. PRE-TRIAL PROCEEDINGS. 
13 1. As soon as practicable after an action to 
14 declare the existence or nonexistence of the father 
15 and ~hild relationship has been brought, an informal 
16 hearing shall be held. The court may order that the 
17 hearing be held before a referee. Notwit~standing 
18 chapter t>.;enty-eight A (28A) of the Code, the public 
19 shall be barred from the hearing. A record of the 
20 proceeding or any portion thereof shall be kept if 
21 any party requests,-·or the court orders. Rules of 
22 evidence need not be observed. 
23 2. Upon refusal of any witness, including a party, 
24 to testify under oath or produce evidence, the court 
25 may order the witness to testify under oath and produce 
26 evidence concerning all relevant facts. If the refusal 
27 is upon the ground that the testimony or evidence 
28 might tend to be incriminating, the court may grant 
29 the wiL~ess i~~unity from all criminal liability on 
30 account of the testimony or evidence the witness is 
31 re~~ired to produce. An order granting immunity bars 
32 prosecution of the witness for any offense sho'•.'TI in 
33 whole or in part by testimony or evidence the wi·tness 
34 is required to produce, except for perjury com."'l1i tted 
35 in the testimony. The refusal of a witness '1-Tho has 
36 been granted immunity to obey an order to testify 
37 or produce evidence is a civil contempt of the court. 
38 3. Testimony of a physician concerning the medical 
39 circumstances of the pregnancy and the condition and 
40 characteristics of the child upon birth is not 
41 privileged. 
42 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 
43 1. The court may, and 
44 shall, require the child, 
45 to submit to blood tests. 
46 by an expert qualified as 
47 appointed by the court. 

BLOOD TESTS. 
upon request of a party 
mother, or alleged father 

The tests shall be performed 
an examiner of blood t}~es, 

48 2. The court, upon reasonable request of a party, 
49 shall order that independent tests be performed by 
50 other experts qualified as examiner of blood types 
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2 tests. 
3 3. In all cases, the court shall determine the 
4 nurnbe::- and qualifications of the -=xpe:cts. 
5 Sec. 12. NEW SEC'!'ICN. E:'1IS=::~rCE RELATI~IG TO 
6 
7 any of 

P.I\t"'!"l_!~'R~·,·T_TY·. :::-'-,.;~o,.,co -.~t.==..;-..;.._..,. .__ -.~.;_~r~~-i- .... ,. -;1~'":':- ..;nc'~".-4o. 
~"\ -•- ,- _"'-' ........ \o-4,_ ....... .._. ___ ._...,-~J.•':j ~- :-' .... "---·•...1..'-::t. ..~. ... a.:; ~ ..... ~,...,..__ 

tr1e =:ol.lo\·l:!.ng: 
8 1. Evidence of se~ual i~tercou::-se between the 
9 moth~r and alleged f~~her at any ~cssi~le tine of 

10 conceptlon. · 
11 2. An expert's opinion concerning the statistical 
12 prob~bility of the alleged father's paternity based 
13 upon the duration of the mother's pregnancy. 
14 3. Blood test results, weighted in accordance 
15 \vith evidence, if available, of the statistical 
16 probability of the alleged father's paternity. 
17 4. Medical or anthropological evidence relating 
18 to the alleged father's paternity of the child based 
19 on tests p-=rformed by experts. If a man has been 
20 identified ·as a possible father of the child, the 
21 court may, and upon.request of a party shall, req~ire 
22 the child, the mother, and the man to submit to 
23 appropriate tests. 
24 5. Other evidence relev:mt and material to the 
25 issue of paternity of the child. 
26 Sec. 13. NE1.·7 SECTION. PRE-TRIAL RECQr.Zv!:::::t-mATIONS. 
27 1. On the basis of the information nrod.uced at 
28 the pre-trial hearing, the judge or ref~ree conducting 
29 the hearing shall evaluate the probability of 
30 determining the existence or nonexistence of the 
31 father and child relationshiP in a trial and whether 
32 a judicial declaration of the !:'elationship would be 
33 in the best interest of the child. On the basis of 
34 the evaluation, an appropriate recorr~endation for 
35 settlement shall be made to the parties, which may 
36 include any of the follm.;ing: 
3 7 a. That the action be dismissed vTi th or wi tl10ut 
38 prejudice. 
39 b. That the matter be compromised by an agreement 
40 among the alleged father, the mother, and the child, 
41 in v7hich the father and child relationship is not 
42 determined but in which a defined economic obligation 
43 is undertaken by the alleged father in favor of the 

· 44 child and, if appropriate, in favor of the mother, 
45 subject to approval by the judge or referee conducting 
46- the hearing. In revie\·Ting the obligation undertaken 
47 by the alleged father in a compromise agreement, L~e 
48 judge or referee conducting the hearing shall consider 
49 the best interest of the child, in the light of the 
50 factors enumerated in section fifteen (15}, subsection 
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five (5) of this Act, discounted by the probability 
as it appears to the court, of establishing the alleged 
father's paternity or nonpaternity of the child in 
a trial of the action. In the best interest of the 
child, the court may order that the alleged father's 
identity be ke;t confidential. In that case, the 
cou~t ~ay designate a person or agency to receive 
from the alleged father a~d disburse on behalf of 
the child all amounts pa~d by the alleged father in 
fulfillnent of obligations imposed on him. 

c. ':hat the alleaed father voluntarily acknowledge 
his paternity of the-child. 

2. If the parties accept a recommendation made 
in accordance with subsection one (1) of this section, 
judgment shall be entered accordingly. 

3. If a party refuses to accept a recc~mendation 
made under subsection one (1) of this section and 
blGod tests have not been taken, the court shall 
require the parties to submit to blood tests, if 
practicable. Thereafter the judge or referee shall 
make an appropriate-final reco~~endation. If a party 
refuses to accept the final recommendation, the action 
shall be set for trial. 

4. The guardian ad litem may accept or refuse 
to accept a recc~~endation under this section. 

5. The informal hearing may be terminated and 
the action set fer trial if the judge or referee 
conducting the hearing ~inds it unlikely that all 
parties "70Uld accept a recommendation he or she might 
make under subsection one (1) or three (~) of this 
section. 

Sec. 14. NEW SECTION.. CIVIL ACTION. 
1. An action under this Act is a civil action 

governed by the rules of civil procedure. If the 
mother of the child and the alleged father are 
competent to testify they may be compelled to testify. 
Subsections tr.-ro ( 2) and three ( 3) of section ten ( 10) 
and sections eleven (11) and twelve (12) of this Act 
apply. 

2. Testimony relating to sexual access to the 
mother by an unidentified man at any time or by an 
identified man at a time other than the probable time 
of conception of the child is inadmissible in evidence, 
unless offered by the mother. 

3. In an action against an alleged father, evidence 
offered by him with respect to a man who is not subject 
to the jurisdiction of the court concerning the man's 
sexual intercourse with the mother at or about the 
probable time of conception of the child is admissible 
in evidence only if the man has undergone and made 
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2 which do not exclude the possibility of the man's 
3 paternity of the child. A man '..;l:o is so identified 
4 and is subject to the jurisdictioil of the court shall 
5 be 
6 

~ade a defendant in tl:e ac~i~~. 
4. The trial shall be by the court ~it~out a jury. .., 

I Sec. l.S. !'St/J SEC~?IC,f-I. J:;L:;:::::~·r·: OP .. ':?2.S::Z. .. 
8 l. T~:..e j ~C.g:~e!1L c:- order o: -:.:--.:: c8u=~ .:,:; C.e!":nini:--:'; 
9 the existence or nonexistence of che caren~ and child 

10 =el2-ti.cnsl1ic ·is deter:ni:1a.~iv·e fer all .. pur~oses. 
11 2. If the judgmenc or order of the court is at 
12 variance vli th the child's birth certificate, the court 
13 shall order that an amended birth certificate be 
14 issued under section twenty-three (23) of this Act. 
15 3. The judgment or order may contain any other 
16 provision directed against the appropriate party to 
17 th~ proceeding concerning the duty of support, the 
18 furnishing of bond or other security for the payment 
19 of tl1e judgment, or any other matter in the best 
20 interest of the chi~d. The judgment or order may 
21 direct the father to pay the reasonable expenses of 
22 the mother's pregnancy and confinement. 
23 4. Support judgments or orders ordinarily shall 
24 be for periodic payments which may vary in amount. 
25 In the best interest of the child, a lump sum pa~ ... rment 
26 or the purchase of an annuity may be ordered in lieu 
27 of periodic paj~ents of support. The court may limit 
28 the father's liability for past support of the child 
29 to the proportion of the expenses already incurred 
30 that th~ court deems just. 
31 5. In determining the amount to be paid by a 
32 parent for support of the child and·the period during 
33 which the duty of support is owed, a court enforcing 
34 the obliaation of sucoort shall consider all relevant 
35 facts in~luding but not necessarily limited to: 
36 a. The needs of the child. 
37 b. The standard of living and circ~~stances of 
38 t."'le parents. 
39 c. The relative financial means of the parents. 
40 d. The earning ability of the parents. 
41 e. The need and capacity of the child for 
42 education, including higher education. 
43 f. The age of the child. 
44 g. The financial resources and the earn1ng ability 
45 of the child. 
46 h. The responsibility of the parents for the 
47 support of others. 
48 i. The value of services contributed by the 
49 custodial parent. 
50 Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. COSTS. The court may order 
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1 reasonable fees of counsel, experts, and the child's 
Page 9 2 guardia!'l ad li tern, and other costs of ·the action and 

~ 3 pre-trial proceedings, includi!'lg blood tests, to be 
.., 4 paid by the pa=~ies in propor~ions and at times 

5 determi.:1ed by the co1.:rt. 
6 Sec. 17. lEe;/ SEc:::;: :~I. ENFORCE~·J:El·iT OF JLJDGHENT 
7 OR OR!JE:<. 
8 1. If exis~2~ce o: the father and child 
9 relatio~ship is d2cla=ed, or paterni~y or a duty of 

10 support has been acknowledged or adjudicated under 
11 this Act or under prior law, the obligation of the 
12 father may be enforced in the same or other proceedings 
13 by the nother, the child, the public authority that 
14 has furnished or may furnish the reasor:.able expenses 
15 of pregnancy, confinemenL, education, support, or 
16 funeral, or by any other person, including a private 
17 agency, to the extent he or she has furnished or is 
18 furnishing these expenses. 
19 2. All orders or judgments providing support 
20 payments shall direct the payment of such sums to 
21 the clerk of court-·for the use of the person to ·..;hom 
22 the payments have been awarded. 
23 3. Willful failure to obey the judgment or order 
24 of the court is a civil contempt of the court. All 
25 remedies for the enforcement of judgments apply. 
26 Sec. 18. NE':l SECTION. I10DIFIC.'\.T:!:ON OF JT.TDGI,IENT 
27 OR ORDER. The courL has continuing jurisdiction to 
28 modify or revoke a judgment or order upon a showing 
29 that a change in circumstances warrants the 
30 modification or revocation for the following reasons: 
31 1. Future education and support; or 
32 2. With respect to matters listed in section 
33 fifteen (15), subsections three (3) and four (4), 
34 and section seventeen ( 17), subsection tvro ( 2) of 
35 this Act, except that a court entering a judgment 
36 or order for the payment of a lump sum or the purchase 
37 of an annuity under section fifteen (15), subsection 
38 four (4) of this Act may specify that the judgment 
39 or order may not be modified or revoked. 
40 Sec. 19. NE".'l SECTION. HEARINGS &"ill RECORDS--
41 CONFIDENTIALITY. Notwi t..l;.standing chapters tHenty-
42 eight A (28A) or sixty-eight A (68A) of the Code 
43 concerning public meetings and records, any hearing 
44 or trial held under this Act shall be held in closed 
45 court without admittance of any person other than 
46 those necessary to the action or proceeding. All 
47 papers and records, other than the final judgment, 
48 pertaining to the action or proceeding, whether part 
49 of the permanent record of the court or of a file 
50 in any state agency or elsewhere, are subject to 
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Pace 1r:J. inspection only upon consent of the court and all 

~ 2 iLterested perso~s, or in except~onal cases only upon 
... an o::-der of the court fer ;cod cause shown. 
4 Sec. 20. NE::l SEC:TICJ. .;c"::IGN TO m::CU•.R:S I10THER 
5 ;..1m c:n::LD ~~Lr~TIC<t~s~.:P. i\r:~{ i:J.teres·=ed party ~ay 
6 bri~g an ac~ion ~o de~e::-mine the e~is~ence cr 
7 nc~e~:3~e~ce of a ~ot~e::- ~~d child relationship. 
_ In~s~~r as ;racti=~~:~. t~e ~ro?isi~ns o~ t~is Act 
J app:icable to the fa~her and chi~d ::-elationship apply. 

lO Sr::;c. 2:. :rE~'l s:::.:r:::,::,;. :??..C:·!= s=: ·:\J ?~:·~=·.2:?~ st.J-?-
11 ?O:S.T. Any pro;n.::.se ll'l ·..:ri ~ing t:.o iurnish support for 
12 a child, growing out of a supposed or alleged father 
13 and child relationship, does not require consideration 
14 and is enforceable according to its terms, subject 
15 to section six (6), s'.lbsection four (4) of this Act. 
16 Sec. 22. :NHl SECTimr. BIRTI-:I RECORDS. 
17 1. Upon order of a court of this state or upon 
18 reqJest of a court of another sta~e, the state 
19 registrar of vital statistics shall prepare an amended 
20 birth certificate consistent with the findings of 
21 the court. · 
22 2. The fact L~at the father and child relationship 
23 was declared after the child's birth shall not be 
24 ascertai~able from the ~~ended certificate but ~~e 
25 actual Dlace and date of birth shall be shoHn. 
26 3. The evidence unon 1·7hich L'le ame:1ded. certificate 
27 was made and the original birth cert:ificate shall 
28 be kent in a sealed and confidential file and be 
29 subject to inspection only upon consent of the court 
30 and all interested pers~ns, or in exceptional cases 
31 only upon an order of the court for good cause shovm. 
32 Sec. 23. NE1:l SECTION. vi'F...EN NOTICE OF ADOPTION 
33 PROCEEDING REQUIRED. If a mother relinquishes or 
34 proposes to relinczuish for adoption a child >vho has 
35 either a presumed father under section four (4), 
36 subsection one ( 1) of this Act, or a father vlhose 
37 relationship to the child has been determined by a 
38 court, or a father as to whom the child ·is a legitimate 
39 child under prier law of this state or under the. law 
40. of anotl1er jurisdiction, the fa~'ler shall be given 
41 notice of the adoption proceeding and have the rights 
42 provided under chapter six hundred (600) of the Code, 
43 unless the fatl1er's relationship to the child has 
44 been previously terminated or determined by a court 
45 not to exist. 
46 Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. PROCEEDING TO TElli~INATE 
47 PARENTAL RIGHTS. 
48 1. If a mother relinquishes or proposes to 
49 relinquish for adoption a child who does not have 
50 either a presumed father under section four (4), 
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Page 111 subsection one (1) of this Act, or a father whose 

2 relatio~ship to the child has been determined by a 
3 court, or a fa~her as to whom the child is a legitimate 
4 child u~der prior law of this state or under the law 
5 of anot~er jurisdiction, or if a child otherwise 
6 becomes the subject of an adoption proceeding, a 
7 petitio~ for ter~ination of parental rights of the 
8 father shall be filed wi~h the juvenile court pursuant 
9 to section six hufidred A point five (600A.5) of the 

10 Code, unless the father's relationship to the child 
11 has ~aen previcusly terminated or determined not to 
12 exist by a court. 
13 2. In an effort to identify the natural father, 
14 the court shall cause inquiry to be made of the mother 
15 and any othe~ appropriate person. The inquiry shall 
16 include th:= follmving: whether the mother was married 
17 at the ti:ne of conception of tl1e child or at any tirr~ 
18 thereafter; whether the mother was cohabiting with 
19 a :nan at the time of conception or birth of the child; 
20 whether the mother has received support payments or 
21 promises of support with respect to the child or in 
22 connection with her pregnancy; or whether any man 
23 has formally or informally acknowledged or declared 
24 his possible paternity of the child. 
25 3. If, after the inquiry, the natural father is 
26 identified to the sati.sfaction of the court, or if 
27 more than one man is identified as a possible father, 
28 each shall be given notice of the proceeding in 
29 accordance ,,.;i th section six hundred A coint six 
30 (600A.6) of the Cede. If any of them fails to appear 
31 or, if appearing, fails to claim custodial rights, 
32 his parenta.l rights ·,,i th reference to the child shall 
33 be terminated. If the natura.l father or a man 
34 representing himself to be the natural father, claims 
35 custodial rights, the court shall proceed to determine 
36 custodial rights. 
37 4. If, after the inquiry, the court is unable 
38 to ident.ify the natural father or any possible natural 
39 father and no person has appeared claiming to be the 
40 natural father and claiming custodial·rights, the 
41 court shall enter an order terminating the unY~own 
42 natural father's parental rights with reference to 
43 the child. Subject to the disposition of an appeal 
44 upon the expiration of six months after an order 
45 terminating parental rights is issued under this 
46 subsection, the order cannot be questioned by any 
47 person, in any marwer, or upon any ground, including 
48 fraud, misrepresentation, failure to give any required 
49 notice, or lack of jurisdiction of the parties or 
50 of the subject matter. 
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5. Notice of the proceeding shall be given ·pursuant 
to section six hundred A point six (600A.6) of the 
Cede. 

Sec. 25. NEvl SECTION. CUSTODY, GUARDIANSHIP P..ND 
VISITATION. The custody and guardianship of the child 
and visit~tion privileges with the child shall be 
~cter~ined in a proceeding separate and apart from 
any proceedings unde= this Act to determine paternity 
of the child and supper~. The child shall be made 
a party tc such sepa=ate action. A general guardian 
or ~~ardian ad litem appointed by the court shall 
represent a child who is minor. The child's mother 
or father shall not represent the child as guardian 
cr othen;ise. The court may appoint the departme:r:t 
of social services as guardian ad litem for the child. 

Sec. 26. NE1,'1 SECTION. \·lELFARE RECIPIENT--ASSIGN
ri!El';i' OF SUPPORT PAYESNTS. Persons entitled to support 
p2.::'!T!ents pursuant to this Act •,.;ho are also ~-;elfare 
recipients shall assign their rights to the pa}'·ments 
to the department of social services, which may secure 
payments in default. The clerk of court shall forward 
support payments received pursuant to this Act to 
~~e department of social services and shall furnish 
the deoartment v7i th cooies of all orders or decrees 
a~.;arding support to parties having custody of minor 
children when the parties are receiving welfare 
assistance. 

Sec. 27. Section one hundred forty-four point 
forty (144.40}, Code 1977, is amended by striking 
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the 
folloHing: 

144.40 PATEffiiiTY OR V~TE&~ITY OF CHILDREN. Upon 
order of a court of this state or upon request of 
a court of another state, the state registrar shall 
prepare an amended certificate of birth pursuant to 
the provisions of section twenty-three (23) of this 
Act. 

Sec. 28. Section two hundred fifty-t•.vo B point 
three (252B.3), Code 1977, is amended to read as 
follo,.,s: 

252B.3 DUTY OF DEPARTHENT TO ENFORCE CHILD SUPPORT. 
Upon receipt by the deparbnent of an application £or 
public assistance on behalf of a child and 
determination by the depart~ent that ~~e child has 
been abandoned by its parents or that the chilq and 
one parent have been abandoned by the other parent 
or that the parent or other person responsible for 
the care, support or maintenance of the child has 
failed or neglected to give proper care or support 
to the child, the deparbnent shall take appropriate 
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action under the provisions of this chapter or under 
other appropriate statutes of this state including 
but not limited to chapters 239, 252A, 598, and 6T5 
this Act, to insure that the parent or other person 
responsible for the support of the child fulfills 
the support obligation. 

Sec. 29. Section two hundred fifty-two B point 
four (2523.4), Code 1977, is amended to read as 
follo\vS: · 

2523.4 NONASSISTANCE CASES. The child support 
and paternity determination services established by 
the department pursuant to this Act and other 
appropriate se1.-vices provided by law including but 
not limited to the provisions of chapters 239, 252A, 
598 and 5~5 this Act shall be made available by the 
unit to any individual not otherwise eligible as a 
public assistance recipient upon application by the 
individual for the services. The application shall 
be filed with the department. The commissioner may 
require an application fee not to exceed twenty dollars 
as determined by the commissioner. The co~~issioner 
may require an additional fee to cover the costs 
incurred by the department in providing the support 
collection and paterni·ty determination services. 
The comm~ssioner shall, by regulation, establish and 
make available to all applicants for support 
enforcement and paternity determination services a 
fee schedule, however, the fee shall not exceed ten 
percent of any support money recovered by department 
action. The fee for support collection and paternity 
detennination services shall be agreed upon in writing 
by the individual requesting the services. The 
application fee and the additional fee for services 
provided may be deducted from the amount of the support 
money recovered by the department. Fees collected 
pursuant to this section shall be remitted to the 
treasurer of state who shall deposit them in the 
general fund of the state. The commissioner or a 
designee and the treasurer of state shall keep an 
accurate record of funds so remitted and deposited. 

Sec. 30. Section two hundred fifty-tvlO B point 
five (252B.S), subsection three (3), Code 1977, is 
amended to read as follows: 

3. Aid in enforcing through court proceedings 
an existing court order for support issued pursuant 
to chapters 252A, 598, and 6~5 this Act. 

Sec. 31. Section six hundred A point three 
(600A.3), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

600A.3 EXCLUSIVITY. Termination of parental 
rights shall be accomplished only according to the 
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1 provisions of this chapter and t!"lis Act. However, 
2 termination of parental rights bet' . .;een an adult child 
3 and the child's parents may be accomplished by a 
4 decree c! adoption establishi~g a ~e~ parent-c~ild 
5 relationship. 
6 Sec. 32. N"""E'.v SC:CTIC~r. l.TNIFC?...!·ETY OF .;P:!?LI·:::ATION 
7 AND CGTSTRUCTION. This 2\ct shc.ll be app:::..ied a.:1d 
8 construed to effectuate its general pu=pose to ~ake 
9 uniform t...'l.e la't7 vli th respect to the st:bj ect of this 

10 Act among states enacting it. 
11 Sec. 33. NEW SECTION. SHORT TITLE. This Act 
12 may be cited as the uniform parentage Act. 
13 Sec. 34. Chapter six hundred seventy-five (675), 
14 Code 1977, is repealed. 
15 Sec. 35. This Act is effecti ~re Ja!!uary 1, 1979. 11 

16 2. Amend the title, by s·triking lines l and 2 
17 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
18 . "An Act to enact the Uniform ?are!'ltage Act providing 
19 substantive equality for all children regardless of 
20 the marital status of their parents and providing 
21 for civil contempt:·'i 
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1. Page 
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