
SE:-iATE f'tL£ 138 .,p_/,;3 

JU<lic:~ry 

O.,d.::t..:r. Chair?c:r~or. 
DcKosh·z 
A~t-.cr.1ft 

- SENATE FILE I 3 g 
By SHA\-1 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date ------ -------Vote: Ayes ----- Vot:e: Ayes ____ _ Nays ----- :\ays ____ _ 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 
l An Act providing that certain structures are nuisances. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section four hundred fifty-five B point three 

2 (4SSI3. 3), Code 1977, is amc:1ded by add~ng t.'1e following nmv 

3 subsGct.ion: 

4 NEVI SU3SECTIO:\. Enforce and give aid to local authori-

' ties ~n the enforce~ent of section two (2) of this Act an~ 

6 institute in the n~~c of the state legal proceedings neces-

7 sary for enforcement. 

8 Sec. 2. Section six hundred fifty-seven point two (657.2), 

9 Code 1977, is a~ended by adding the following new subsection: 

10 NE\~ SUBSECTIO:\. A structure or part of a structure which 

11 because of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, physical 

12 damage, insanitary condition, or abando:1ment constitutes 

13 a fire hazard or a hazard to public safety or health, subjects 

l4 adjoining property to danger of damage by soil erosion or 

15 rodent infestation, or becomes a place frequented by 

16 trespassers and transients seeking a temporary hideout or 

17 s!1el ter. 

18 At least thirty days' notice shall be given to the di-

19 rector of the division of historic preservation of the state 

20 historical department before a civil or criminal action u:1der 

21 this subsection may be co~~enced. The director may appear 

22 in any legal proceeding brought under this subsection. 

23 Sec. 3. This Act is effective January 1, 1978. 

24 EXPLA::.IATION 

25 This bill provides that certain abandoned, insanitary, 

26 or dilapidated structures are nuisances for the purpose of 

27 chapter 657 of the Code. It extends enforceme:1t power to 

28 the Department of Environmental Quality. It also requirGs 

29 that notice be given to the director of the division of 

30 historic preservation of the state historical dGpartment to 

31 ensure protection of hlstorically significant structures. 

32 A civil action may be brought to enjoin and abate the nuisa~ce 

33 and recovGr damages. The~c is also a cri~i~al ?0~alty for 
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erecting, causing, or continuing a n~isancc, so the appropriate 

authorities rna~' bring criminal c~arges. The court may order 

c. r.uis.~!1Ce u.Oastcd or removed at 
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t~e defendant's expense . 
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