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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the construction and location of 

2 electric transmission lines. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
··-·····--~-- .. -. s~3:l09' 

: ~ ~--_:-:-. 

1 . Afnend -Senate File .120/:by •· striking everything. after. 
2 the eriactl:ng'.81ause and>ins'erting :in lieu thereof the;. · 
3 following; ... , .. ·. . . . ' ~ . · " ._· . . . > , . _ · 

·4 "Section 1·.. •Section·four hund'redseventy-eiqht 
5 .···point :e.tghteen• of478.1S}:;•'cod.e 1977, is amended to read 

., :. 6 ,as:·-foilow~: . .. · -' • .. ,. . . _ · · 
, :)-7 ., .··· .. ·· .. · ·· 4)' 8;.i8 \ SUPERYJ:SIONi, OF CONSTRUCTION --,.LOCA'UON. 
' 8 'theu;:tate;coimnerce comMission sha'l•l;;,.,have':power ·Of . 

,,:····':";'' 

·.· 9 .supervisipn over ,the c'onstiuction 0'£. said tran,smission 
10 'tine and•over i'ts. futUre.operat.ioh?.'ind·'ma.intehimce. 

u .. · T .. h·e. sa_.~ .. e .. ·. :.i.;t. ·-.-~.-'a .. _n __ -.-~.~-_.:_ .. ~.-~~-. ?l_A..._."·.··'!i!i ~--.·~ ~.-.· •-.~.-~.)~ .. - .. ~¥ __ .£_'''" ... '_'?_"_~. ~<~_-_Pn_ s_,_._ ... t_· .. ·.· .~c:_·_ .. _,t~,d . _ne_ar . . 12 ·and para!le-l·,to,{'tner,fi'Sh:t>.of: .w~7 ,;,oif;.tne~-'raJ:-lways of the 
13 ·· state • :or ,;:,a-ion(J.·::the. di.v-lis&.On: l'i:ne~·: pf ·the ;l·and s , · 

--~ 14 'accor&i'I\g to, cthe:'governh;ent':::surv~~;t·fhere<::)'f.; wherever 
..... ·15 . thE{ s~' is; pricticabf'i£'''and'>rea-soh'~bl:~r; ana'·\so as not· 

16 · to interf~re,•..,i.t_l?. •. the' .. u~~ py:th~';1'upli(:,9f· the_·.l;tighways 
.17 or streams· of.the .state,\•n-or,·unnec~-ssari:l:y interfere· with 
18' ·the use.of··az:ty:,.~a?dS.:''~~:~~~1qs~#}:~''t~;;_e.<?.t;;..oexceet -~hat 
19 adherence to such.·a--rotite-<'•J.s.··not;.:'r:e u:~:red· .when devl.atl.ons 
20 .there rom are·.approved•·• y' o:t ·'the:-·state~·commerce comml.ssion 
21· and the· seate• so.il· .con.ver~onii~cOJI\m'ittee'.''.· . 
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S.F. /~0 ll.F. 

I Section 1. Section four hundred scvcnty-cic:llt J.'OI.:lt 

2 eighteen (q78.18), Code 1977, is amended by striking the 

3 section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

4 478.18 SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION--LOCATION. Subject 

' only to applicable rehearing and appeal provisions of the 

6 Code, the state commerce commission shall have power of 

7 supervision over the location and construction of said 

8 transmission line and over its future operations and 

9 maintenance. The state commerce co=ission shall have the 

10 power to determine as an issue of fact whet~er the applicant's 

11 proposed route for said transmission line is reasonable and 

12 practicable. In making such determination, the commission 

13 shall give full consideration to routes of transmission line 

14 projects which have minimal adverse impact on agricultural 

15 or other productive use of land and those routes which are 

16 near and parallel to the right-of-way of the raih1ays and 

17 roads of the state or parallel to the division lines of the 

18 lands, according to the government survey thereof. Such 

19 consideration shall include an examination of the relative 

20 costs of construction, operation and maintenance of all routes 

21 proposed. Said right-of-way shall not unnecessarily interfere 

22 with the use by the public of the roads or streams of the 

23 state, nor unnecessarily interfere with the use of lands by 

24 the occupant thereof. 

2 5 EXPLANATION 

26 This bill amends the Code section relating to the location 

27 and construction of electric transmission lines. The section 

28 amended was section qs9.18 in the 1975 Code, but as a result 

29 of editorial changes is located as section q78.18 in the 1977 

30 Code. 

31 The present section requires lines to be located near and 

32 parallel to rail rights-of-way or land division lines, except 

33 where impracticable or unreasonable. Present law also provides 

34 that a transmission line shall not be located so as to 

3 5 "interefere" with use by the public of highways and streams, 
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s . F. I~ 0 H. F. 

1 nor "unnecessarily ~nterfere" with the use of uny lands by 

2 the occupant. 

1 'l'l1is bill would provide for t.lw followinq c:hancw,.;: 

1, 1. 'l'hc: commerce commission \Vould dc:tcnui ll<' on u c<l.S<' by 

5 case basis whether a proposed trunsmission line route Ls 

b reasonable and practicable, giving full consideration to 

7 alternative routes having minimal adverse impact on 

8 agricultural and other productive land uses, alternative 

9 routes near and parallel to rail rights-of-way and land 

10 division lines, and the relative economic costs of proposed 

11 and alternative routes. 

12 2. A transmission line could not be located so as to 

13 unnecessarily interfere either with use of lands by the 

14 occupant thereof or with the public use of highways and 

1 S streams. 
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,, .s-,3091 

l -~· ., 
· · .Ainend ·Senate File .120 as• :.follows: 
1~ Page'l, line ?, by inserting after the 

.word n:commission", the following!. "with the 
concurrence of the state ··so'il conservation 

- ........ _.-

committee" · · 

2 
3. 
4 
5 
6 
.7 
8 

. 2. . Page 1, line 9, by inserting after 
•: · the:·word "commission",· the following: "with 

: the con<:Urrence of the· state· soil conservation 
9 committee" · . · · .. 

!· ··-~· '!: ·._· ·, 

s-3091 nu:o 
FE:S.RtlAlW .. 23 ~ 1977 

.. · .. ' BY: ,· ROGER J. SHAFF .. ' ,• _., ' - .. . 

. ..,.-,,---- - •'= -..: :-- . -: 

s::-A9~~s. ~:':: ~.:.~-~ 
l 
2 
L 
4 

Amend Senate File 120, page· l, by inserting · . 
·a.ftecr· line 24 the' follo~o~ing·~ · . . . .).;}.. • •· < 

, "If the commission determines that th.e•.construc·"'···~·,, 
Ytiori o£ a transmission line over property •owned- 'by- > .. 

:, .the state· conser~·atio•n commissi.on or a. cnunty·•.c'on:_.•::'::,;c,: · 
·,sce'rv-a-toion board is· practicable and reasona·l:>Le':a.nd .,, :'::;~:· 
appro·ve·s the rou.te, the property awned•.b:z>'t<he ·s·tate('~< 
conservation commission. or, a• countv consen."a·t:i:on" · · 
boar.d shall be subject to:.t·he. con"deroriation under 
<:hapter four hundred seventy-twJ:): (472) of the Code." 

· S-309.5 FILED 
FEBR.UARY24, 1977 


