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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to the construction and location of
2 electric transmission lines.

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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“the enactlng clause and 1nsertxng in: l;eu thereof the
fcllowlng- fe - T T

_ '"Sectlon l. SectLOn;_our hu red Seventy-elght
p01nt ‘afighteen’” {478 lB)’ﬁCode 19775 is ‘ameénded” to read .
'i a8 follows**‘ ‘
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Section 1. Section four hundred seventy-cight point
eighteen (478.18), Code 1977, is amended by striking the
section and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

t78.18 SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION--LOCATION. Subject
only to applicable rehearing and appeal provisions of the
Code, the state commerce commission shall have power of
supervision over the location and construction of said
transmission line and over its future operations and
maintenance. The state commerce commission shall have the
power to determine as an issue of fact whether the applicant's
proposed route for said transmission line is reasonable and
practicable. In making such determination, the commission
shall give full consideration to routes of transmission line
projects which have minimal adverse impact on agricultural
or other productive use of land and those routes which are
near and parallel to the right-of-way of the railways and
roads of the state or parallel to the division lines of the
lands, according to the government survey thereof. Such
consideration shall include an examination of the relative
costs of construction, operation and maintenance of all routes
proposed. Said right-of-way shall not unnecessarily interfere
with the use by the public of the roads or streams of the
state, nor unnecessarily interfere with the use of lands by
the occupant thereof.

EXPLANATION

This bill amends the Code section relating to the location
and construction of electric transmission lines. The section
amended was section 489.18 in the 1975 Code, but as a result
of editorial changes is located as section 478.18 in the 1977

Code.
The present section requires lines to be located near and

parallel to rail rights-of-way or land division lines, except
where impracticable or unreasonable. Present law also provides
that a transmission line shall not be located so as to

"interefere" with use by the public of highways and streams,
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nor "unnecessarily intcerfere” with the use of any lands by
the occupant.

This bill would provide for the following changoes:

1. “The commerce commission would detevmine on a casce by
case basis whether a proposed transmission line route is
reasonable and practicable, giving full consideration to

alternative routes having minimal adverse impact on

agricultural and other productive land uses, alternative

routes near and parallel to rail rights-of-way and land
division lines, and the relative economic costs of proposed
and alternative routes.

2. A transmission line could not be located so as to
unnecessarily interfere either with use of lands by the
occupant thereof or with the public use of highways and

streams.
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. Amend Senate Fxle 120 as - follows-"'
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‘ér 1, Page 1, llne 6, by inserting after the
3 word: "commxssxon" the following:. “with the
4 concurrencg ‘of the state $oil conservatlcn
'8 committee”
6 - . 2. Pagel, l;ne 9 by inserting after
7 7 the'word “commission" ' the following: *with o
.g. - the concurrence of the state soil conservatzon N
=B commxttee - O P : o
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1 ‘Amend Senate File 120, paqe l, by inserting:"-f
sz 'aft&r line 24 the' follovzng*‘f' ‘ ‘“"
fg3n* o NIE the commission, determlnes that the: construc-
f}4" tion of a4 transmission line. over property owned by
3 the state conservation ¢ommission or a county:icon='
-6 servation boarxd is practicable and reasonablerand::
7 approves the route, the property owned:obyrthe: Crabe

8 conservstion commission. or.a county conservation =

9 " board shall be sSubject to.the. condemnation under -
1o -chapter four hundted seventy two {472) .0f the Code.”
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