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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the gqualifications of chiefs of fire
departments and chiefs of police departments.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE QOF IQOWA:
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S.F. 55 H. .

Sectica 1. Section four hundred point thirteen (400.13),

unnumberced paragraphs one (1) and thrce (3), Code 1977, are

amended to read as follows:
The chief of the fire department and the chief of the
police department shall be appointed from the chiefs' civil

service eligible lists. Such lists shall be determined by

original examination open to all persons applying, whether
or not members of the employing city. The chief of a fire

department shall have had a minimum of five years'
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administrative experience in a fire departments-er—-three-years
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experienee-itn-a-fire-department-and-twe-years-ef-comparabie
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experienee—or-eduearionai-eraining, The chief of a police
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department shall have had a minimum of five years

—
.
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administrative experience in a public law enforcement agencys

or—-three—years-experience-in-a-publie-law-enforeement—agency
and-two-yeara—ef-comparable-experience-sr-ecduecacionat-erarning,
A chief of a police department or fire department shall
maintain his civil service rights as determined by section

400.12. For the purpose of this section, "public law

enforcement agency" does not include any branch of the armed

forces of the United States.

In cities under the commission plan of government the
superintendent of public safety, with the approval of the
city council, shall appcint the chief of the fire department
and the chicf of the peolice department. In cities under the
city manager plan the city manager shall make such appointments
with the approval of the city council, and in all other cities

such appointments shall be made by the mayor with the approval

of the city council.

Sec. 2. This Act is effective January 1, 1978.
EXPLANATION
This bill removes the provision that the requirement of
3 years experience in a public law enforcement agency or fire
department and 2 years of comparable experience or educational

training for chiefs of police and fire departments can be
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substituted for 5 yecars of experience and requires that the
cxperience be administrative. It prohibits counting military

service in the five year requirement. It also requires the

approval of the city council in mayor-council forms of city

government for approval of a chief of the fire or police

department named by the mayor.
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