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A BILL FOR

An Act to provide that certain records required to be filed

in a dissolution action shall not be public records.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IQWA:
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Section 1, Section five hundred ninety-eight point twenty-
six (598.26), Code 1977, as amended by chaptex one thousand
two hundred forty-five (1245) of the Acts of the Sixty-sixth
General Assembly, 1976 Session, chapter four (4), section
four nhundred eighty-two (482), is amended to read as follows:

598.26 RECORD--IMPOUNDING--VIOLATION INDICTABLE. The

record and evidence in each case where a marriage dissolution

15 sought shall be kept pursuant to the following provisions:

1. The record and evidence in-ati-eases-where-a-marriage
dissolutiren-is-seught shall be closed to all but the court
and 1ts officers, and access thereto shall be refused until
a decree of dissolution has been entered.

Prior to the entry of a decree of dissolution, the court

shall, in the absence of objection by another party, grant

a motion by a parxty to require the sealing of an answer to

an interrogatory or of a financial statement filed pursuant

to section five hundred ninety-eight point thirteen (598.13)

of the Code. The court may in its discretion grant a moticn

by a party to require the sealing of any other information

which is part of the record of the case. If the court grants

a motion to regquire the sealing of information in the case,

a person shall not permit the sealed information to be made

available to any person other than a party to the action,

a partv's attorney, or an officer of the court.
2. If the action is dismissed, judgment for costs shall

be entered in the judgment docket and lien index. The clerk
shall maintain a separate docket for dissolution of marriage
actions. No officer or other person shall permit a copy of
any of the testimony, or pleading, or the substance thereof,
to be made available to any person other than a party to the
action or a party's attorney to-the-aetien. Nothing in this
section snall be construed to prohibit publication of the
original notice as provided by the rules of civil procedure.
3. Violation of the provisions of this section shall be

a serilious misdemeancr.
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Sec. 2. This Act is effective January 1, 1978.
EXPLANATION

This bill provides that records and evidence in dissolution

cases may be sealed upon motion by a party.
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SENATE FILE 44

8~-5267
1 Amend Senate File 44 as follows:
2 1. By striking all after the enacting clause and
3 inserting in lieu thereof the following:
4 "Section 1. Section five hundred ninety-eicht
5 polint twenty-six (598.26), Code 1977, is amended by
g Sstriking the section and inserting in lieu thereof
7 the following:
8 588,26 RECORD--IMPOUNDING-—VIOLA*IOV INDICTABLE.
g The record and evidence in each case of marriage dis-
10 solution shall be kept pursuant to the following pro-
11 wvisioens: -
12 1. Until a decree of dissolution has been entered,
13 the recoxrd and evidence shall be closed to all but
14 the court and its officers. No officer or other
15 ©person shall permit a copy of any of the testimony,
16 or pleading, or the substance thereocf, to be made
17 available to any person other than a party to the
18 action or a party's attorney. Nothing in this
19 subsection shall be construed to prohibit puklication |
20 of the original notlce as provided by the rules of
21 civil procedure.
22 2. The court shall, in the ahsence ¢f objection
@ 23 by another party, grant a motion by a party to recuire
24 the sealing of an answer to an ‘interrogatory or of
25 a financial statement filed pursuant to section five
26 hundred ninety-eight point thirteen (598.13) of the
27 Code. The court may in its discretion grant a moticn
2g by a party to recuire the sealing of any other infor-
29 mation which is part of the reccrd of the case except
30 for court orders, decrees and any judgments. If the
31 court grants a motion to require the sealing of
32 information in the case, the sealed information shall
33 not thereafter be made available to any person other
' 34 than-a party to the action or a party's attorney
35 except upon order of the court for good cause shown.
s 36 3. If the action is dismissed, judgment for costs
37 .shall be entered in the judgment docket and lien
3§ index. The clerk shall maintain a separate’ docket
39 for dissolution of marriage actions.
40 4. Violation of the provisions of this secticn
41 shall be a serious misdemeanor.
42 Sec. 2. Chapter one thousand two hundred forty-
43 five (1245), Acts of the Sixty-sixth General Asserbly,
44 1976 Session, chapter four (4), is amencded by striking

section four hundred eighty-two (432).
Sec. 3. This Act is effective January 1, 197%8."
1. Title, page 1, line 2, by inserting after the
word "records" the words ", and vroviding a penalty".
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Amend Senate File 44, as amended, passed and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. Page 1, line 22, by inserting after the word
"judgments." the words "However, all documents
affecting property filed or recorded in the office
of the county recorder shall remain public records."”

-

L]

DOYLE of Woodbury

HAPVEY of Scott

EICED HAY 11 78

Enlis

7._-///£ - - PO

SENATE FILE 44

'8-5339 -

"url iy Amend the Jud1c1ary-uU;u* =1 aﬂendment S 5267,

;g ~to Sena;e File 44 as fo6l1léws::

:._1; Page 1, by strlkﬂng llne 46
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A BILL FOR

providing a penalty.
M

13 eneses——msweenmsssmmse = New Language

14 by the Senate
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An Act to provide that certain records required to be filed
in a dissolution action shall not be public records, and
L

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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s.r. Y4 uF,

Sectioa 1. Section five nunared ninety-eignt point twenty-—
5ix {(0%8.26), Code 1977, is amended by striking tine section
and inserting in lieu taereof tne followilng:

598,26 RECORD——IMPOUNDING--VIOLATIOJ INDICTABLE., Tne

1
2
3
4
5 fecord and evidence in eaca case of marriage dissolution shall
6
7
8

»e kept pursuant to the following provisions:
e - _ " - - ]

1. Until a decree of dissolution nas peen entered, tne
L - - > - - - - ‘> -- .- - ‘. .‘ - . --_-. 3

record anc evidence snall be closed to all but tae court and

its officers, No officer or other pexscn shall permit a covy

of anvy of the testimon leading, or the substance ﬁhereof,

11 Lo be made available to any person other than a party to the
L -

12 ggtion or a party's attorney. Jothing in tnls subsection

13 Ssnall be construed to pronibit publication of the original

14 hotice as provided by the rules of civil procedure.

) 2. Tne court shall, in the absence of objection by another

16 party, grant a motion py a party to require tihe sealing of

17 an answer to an interrogatory or of a financial statement

18 filed pursuant to section five nundred ninety-eight point

L e
thirteen (598.13) of the Code. The court may in 1ts discretion

i9 —I_—_———L-n_—
Lo = e e

20 9rant a motion by a party to require the sealing of any otner

L - -~ - -
21 information whica is part of the record of the case except

22 for court orders, decrees and any judgments. If thne court
A e e . S

-

23 grants a motion to require tne sealing of information in tine
L e

24 case, the sealed information snall not thereafter be made

L ]
25 availaple to any person otner tnan a Eartz to tae action or
26 a Eartv's attorney exceBt upon order of tne court for good

27 cause shown.

28 3. If tne action is dismissed, judgment for costs shall
o et

29 be entered in the judgment docket and lien index. Tne clerk

A o
30 shall maintain a segarate docket for dissolution of marriage

31 actions,

32 4. Violation of thne provisions of this section shall be

33 a serious misdemeanor.

34 Sec. 2. Chapter one thousand two hundred forty-five (124%),
33 Acts of the Sixty-sixth General Assemply, 197 Session, chapter

CFRA-34347 1/72




s.v. Y44 u.r.

1 four {4), is amended bx strikinﬂ section four hundred eightx-

2 two (482).

3 EXPLANATION
4 This bill provides that records and evidence in dissolution
5 cases may be sealed upon motion by a party.
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SENATE FLLE W3

Al ACT
PO PROV.DE THAT CERTAIN RECGRLS REQUIREG TO bl FILED INOA
DLSSOLUTION ACTION SHALL NOT 3£ FUBLIC RECORDS, AND
CROVIDING A& PENALYY.

BE 1T ELACTED BY JUF GENERAL ASSERMBLY OF THE STATE OF LUNA:

section 1. Section five hundred ninety-oight point twenty-
six (598.26), Codce 1977, iy anensded by stridine tag section
and insertipnyg in lieu therect thoe following:

508,26 RECORD--IMPOUKDING--VIOLATION INDI CTABLE, The
recorsd and ewvidence in each casc of marriage dissolution shall
be kept sursuant to the following provisions:

1. until a decree of dissclution has been enternd, the
recor: and cvidence shall be closed to all but the court ard
its officers. MNo officer or other person shall permit a copy
of any of the testimony, OF pleading, or tha substanca thereo®,
to be made available to apy person other than a party to the
action or a party's attorney. Nothing io this subscction
chall bo construed to prohibit publication of the original
notice as provided by the rules of civil wrecedore,

2. The court chall, in the absence of nhyection by anothoer
party. grant a motion by a party to recquire the sealing of
an answer to an intarrogatory or of a financial statement
filed pursuant to gection five hundred nincty-eight point
thirteen (5%98.13) of the Code. “he court may in Ats discrotion
grant a motion by a party to require the sealing of any ather
informatioh which is part of the record of the case exceet
for court orders, decrees ancé any Judgments. 1f the court
grants a motion Lo require the scaling of information in the
catc, the scaled information shall not shereafter ke made
availaple to any Person other than a party to the action or

a party's attorney except upon order of the court for good

o

Senatce Fale 4u, P, 2

cause shown,

3. 1f the gction 1s dismissed, judgment for cests shall
e entered in the judgment docket and lien index, The clerk
shall maintain a separate docket for dissolution of marriage
actions.

M. Vioiation of the provisions of this section shall bu

a serioas misdemesanor.
Se

s, 2. Chapter one thousaend two hundred forty-five (Y2u5),
Acts of the Sixty-sixth General Asscnbly, 1976 Session, chapter
four (4), is amendcd by striking scction four hundred eighty-
twe (482).

ARTHUR A, FEU
President of the Senate

DALE M, COCHRAN
Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Scnate and

is knowr as Scnate File a4, Sixty-seventh General Assembly.

KEVIHd P. LIGHT
// Aocting Seceretary of the Senate
rpproved | Lj? , 1978

ROBERT D, RAY
Governor




