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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to provide that certain records required to be filed 

2 in a dissolution action shall not be public records. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F. II. F. 

1 Section 1. Section five hundred ninety-eight point twenty-

2 s1x (598.26), Code 1977, as amended by chapter one thousand 

3 two hundred forty-five (1245) of the Acts of the Sixty-sixth 

4 General Assembly, 1976 Session, chapter four (4), section 

5 four hundred eighty-two ( 482) , is amended to read as follows: 

6 598.26 RECORD--IMPOUNDING--VIOLATION INDICTABLE. The 

7 record and evidence in each case where a marr1age dissolution 

8 is sought shall be kept pursuant to the following provisions: 

~· 1. The record and evidence :i:l'!-a1:1:-eases-wfie~e-a-l!lal!"l!":i:tHJe 

10 a:i:sse±tle:i:el'!-:i:s-setl~fl~ shall be closed to all but the court 

ll and its officers, and access thereto shall be refused until 

12 a decree of d1ssolution has been entered. 

'3 Prior to the entry of a decree of dissolution, the court 

i4 shall, 1n the absence of objection by another party, grant 

~~ a motion by a party to require the sealing of an answer to 

16 an interrogatory or of a financial statement filed pursuant 

17 to section five hundred ninety-eight point thirteen (598.13) 

18 of the Code. The court may in its discretion grant a motion 

1~ by a party to require the sealing of any other information 

20 which is part of the record of the case. If the court grants 

21 a motion to require the sealing of information in the case, 

22 a person shall not permit the sealed 1nformation to be made 

7.3 available to any person other than a party to the action, 

24 a party's attorney, or an officer of the court. 

2~ 2. If the action is dismissed~ judgment for costs shall 

2~ be entered in the judgment docket and lien index. The clerk 

27 shall maintain a separate docket for dissolution of marriage 

28 actions. No officer or other person shall permit a copy of 

29 any of the testimony, or pleading, or the substance thereof, 

30 to be made available to any person other than a party to the 

31 action or a party's attorney ~e-tfie-ae~:i:el'!. ~othing in this 

32 sect1on shall be construed to prohibit publication of the 

33 original notice as provided by the rules of civil procedure. 

34 3. Violation of the provisions of this section s~all be 

35 a serious misdemeanor. 
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Sec. 2. Th!s Act is effective January 1, 1978. 
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EXPLA~ATION 

provides that records and evidence in dissolution 

sealed upon motion by a party. 
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Amend Senate File 44 as follows: 
l. By striking all after the enacting clause and 

inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
"Section 1. Section five hundred ninety-eight 

point twenty-six (598.26), Code 1977, is amended by 
striking the section and inserting in lieu thereof 
the following: 

598.26 RECORD--IMPOUNDING--VIOLATION INDICTABLE. 
The record and evidence in each case of marriace dis­
solution shall be kept pursuant to the following pro-
visions: 

1. Until a decree of dissolution has been entered, 
the record and evidence shall be closed to all but 
the court and its officers. No officer or other 
person shall permit a copy of any of the testimony, 
or pleading, or the substance thereof, to be made 
available to any person other than a party to the 
action or a party's attorney. Nothing in this 
s~bsection shall be construed to prohibit publication 
of the original notice as provided by the rules of 
civil procedure. · 

2. The court shall, in the absence of objection 
by another party, grant a motion by a party to rP.~uire 
the sealing of an answer to an 'interrogatory or of 
a financial statement filed pursuant to section five 
hundred ninety-eight point thirteen (598.13) of the 
Code. The court may in its discretion grant a motion 
by a party to require the sealing of any other infor­
mation which is part of the record of the case except 
for court orders, decrees and any judgments. If the 
court grants a motion to require .the sealing of 
information in the case, the sealed information shall 
not thereafter be made available to any person other 
than·a party to the action or a party's attorney 
.except upon order of the court for good cause shown. 

3. If the action is dismisserl, judgment for costs 
.shall be entered in the judgment docket and lien 
inde·x. The clerk shall maintain a separate· docket 
for Qissolution of marriage actions. 

4. Violation of the provisions of this section 
shall be a serious misdemeanor. 

Sec. 2. Chapter one thousand two hundred forty­
five (1245), Acts of the Six~y-six~h General Asser.bly, 
1976 Session, chapter four (4), is amended by striking 
section four hundred eighty-tHo (482). 

Sec. 3. This Act is effective January l, 1979.'' 
1. Title, page 1, line 2; by insertina after the 

word "records" the words", and providing~ penalty". 

S-5267 FILED 6.~'-"Q -~ ~.d.J BY 
MARCH 1, 1978 -7s.J;7' .J/7(cp•f"l·'j 

GENE GLENN, Chairperson 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
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SENATE FJLE 411 r 
AMend Senate File 44, as amended, passed and 

reprinted by the Senate, as follo•,,s: 
1. Page 1, line 22, by inse~ting after the word 

"judgments." the words "However, all documents 
affecting property filed or recorded in the office 
of the county recorder shall re.-nain public records." 

DOYLE of lloodbury 

HARVEY of Scott 

EIZ:ED MAY 11 78 

SENATE FILE 44 
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Seaate File 44 
Judiciary and Law Enforcement: Patehelt, Chair; Pelton and Shimanek. 
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(AS ~lliNDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 9, 1978) 

Passed Senate, Date.-3-9, 7'2(,.,'>.4'?-~ 
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S.F. 'tlf H.F. 

1 Sec<:.io,1 1. Section five i1unared ninety-eight point twenty-

2 six (~98.26), Code 1977, is amended oy striking tne section 

3 and insertiny in lieu tnereof tnc follow~ng: 

4 S9 8. 2 G RECORD-- IMPOUNDING--VIOLATIO.J INLliC'l'A!:lLE. •r:1e 

5 record Ctnd evidence in eac.1 case of marriage dissolution shall 

6 0e kept pursuant to ti1e follmring provisions: 

7 1. Until a decree of dissolution nas oeen entered, tne 

8 record and evidence snall be closed to all but the court and 

9 its officers. No officer or other oersc~ shall permit a copy 

1 o .;o,.t..,a_,.;,;"-,.Y..;O;.f ... .;tl-.'l;,;e;;..;;;t,;e;;;so;t;;;~;;;· m,.. ;;;o;;;n011y"',,_o-.r..ip;,;l;.e;;;,a;;;,;;d;;;i;,;n;,jg;:.;,• ..;o;;;r-.t1.;.;.;".;e""'s;,;u;;;;b.,.s.;;t•a•n;:.c;o,eo;....;t;,h;,;e;;,;r;.;;;e,;o,;f;a•• 

11 .it..io...;,b;.eo...;,;m.;a;,;a;..· e;;..;;;a;,;v.;a;.~;.· 1-a;;;o.;l;,;e;....;t,;o...;a;.'.;,l Yi...;;P.;e;,;r;,;s;.o-.;n;..;o;.t;;;h.-e;;;r_t;;;h.;,a;.;,;;n..;a~pi;,a;;;;r..;to;'t"' . ..;.t.;;o..;t;,;h,;,e; 
12 action or a partyrs attorney. i.JOtiling in this subsection 

13 shall be construed to prohibit pujlication of the original 

14 notice as provided by the rules of civil procedure. 

lS 2. 7ne court shall, in the absence of objection oy another 

16 party, grant a motion by a party to require tlle sealing of 

17 an answer to an interrosatory or of a financial statement 

18 filed pursuant to section five hundred ninety-eight point 

19 thirteen (S98.13) of the Code. The court may in its discretion 

20 grant a motion by a party to require the sealing of any otner 

21 information whic.l is part of the record of the case except 

22 for court orders, decrees and any judgments. If tne court 

23 grants a motion to require tne sealing of information in the 

24 case, tne sealed information snall not thereafter be made 

25 availa:Ole to any person otner tnan a party to tne action or 

26 a partv's attorney except upon order of tne court for good 

27 cause shown. 

28 3. If tne action is uismissed, judgment for costs shall 

29 oe entered in the judgment docket and lien index. Tne clerk 

30 shall maintain a separate docket for dissolution of marriage 

31 actions. 

32 4. Violation of the provisions of this section shall be 

33 a serious misdemeanor. 

34 Sec. 2. Chapter one t.'1ousanu two nuncired forty-five (124C>), 

35 Acts of the Sixty-sixth General Assemoly, 197G Session, cflapter 

-1-

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

S.F. 'It! H.F. 

l four (4), is amended by striking section four hundred eighty: 

2 two ( 4 82) . 

3 EXPLANATION 

4 This bill provides that records and evidence in dissolution 

5 cases may be sealed upon motion by a party. 
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A~l AC I 

to JlRC'V,l)J·. iiiAT .:;l':lf:.·A~N m:cr,RI::O :u:QtJ!Rl-:C 'T0 t);; FIJJ:D i:'t ,., 

Dl~:;(JLUTDN ;.,c-rD~~ !iti;..J,;, NOT ;lt: FUJlJ,IC Rl':CORDS, A~:I' 

~'ROVJ.tlit:G ;, PE.NAI.'~'Y. 

81::: 1 'f t:a;;,(:T;:n HY ·:u·. Gt:~a(R.o\:. ,\SSEVBI."~· OF 1111': ~T;,n: ()F IU.,'A: 

Sect Lon 1, Section fivn hundr~d n~:lf!ty-•)if?hl r-o1nt t.WP!"lty-

:~i:.: (~98.26), Co:~c~ 1977, i~:. aroe:'ldt:d hy str:i-~irll: l:r(~ s•Jct.ion 

<:~~nd in!n~rt:.ny in l.l..t~u th<.:r8ot' t:Ow folluwi:v;: 

S98. 26 RHCOR;>--ll'-tPOUt:Dl NG--V IOI.l\T I O~l INDI ('':.'AiliJ-:, The 

recor~ and ~vidence in I!BCh cauc1 of narriago di3G(olllt!on sh~ll 

be~ i:e;•t pursuant to thP. followir,<J provi~.d.11ns: 

1, Until <:11 doct"C\~ of dis3olution has bN~n ~r.tcr·~d, tt-.e 

recor.: and evidenc(~ sllctll b~~ closed to all bul thP. <..""0urt ar.d 

its officP.r!l. No officer 0)" other p<..!rr.oa :lh<tll pern.l..'- a copy 

of cmy of t:he te~::.ti:·uony, or ple;oding, or ttl(! subf".tancP. thereo'', 

to be made avail-!tble to .nny person ot.her t:il<tn <l p;utJ' to the 

act..l..~l or a party's ~t.tor11ey. Nothin~ in tt1is subsection 

shall bQ con!>trued to prohibit publication of the oric;innl 

noticH as provHied by th<.: rulet; of' civil :>rOCP.durc. 

2. The <::curt ::;hall, in the absence of 0bJCCtion =-y ctnotht)r 

p<:~~rty, qr·cl.nl a rn:>tion by a party lo n~quire th•~ s'-.!atinq of 

an answer to an lnterrog<:~~tory OY of ,, financial st.ater:ocnt 

filed pursuant. to section five t-.undre<: ninety-P.iqht pcint. 

thirteP.n (5>98. 13) of ttlc Code. ·.~lw court met)' in it.s <!iscretio:~ 

gr<:~~nt a n·otion by " pa:rty to require the SH<:!il inr? of any oth~r 

inforrnat:.ion which i~ !)art of the record of the ~:asc nxc:-e?t. 

for court. Orders, decrees •ln<! .1.ny jmlgments. ] f the CO\ll"t 

grants cl J"l¥)tion tO rcqUil"A the !W<:!Iling of informAtio)n in t.he 

cali-C, the scaled .l..nform•"lt.l..on shall not ~.hcreaft.cr t;e made 

avallablc to any person other thctn a ~~<::t.rty t.o th~~ action or 

11 party's cl.ttorney except upon ordP.r of the CO\lrt for o.;ood 

• • 
Se11atc F1le Q~, P. 2 

c.:.nl~t· sho· ... ·n. 

.1. If th .... • <.~ct.i•m l.S dl.atr:i!if!<!d, jud9rr>Qnt for co!;t.~ stHl.ll 

t:'-· enu~r:<!d in tht~ Judqment dock.t.:t and 11on index. T:1c cl~rk 
sh.lll mtt.Lut:dn " ~~:ccn·att~ docket. for dlssolut.ion r)f marriag~ 

.:1ct.lon:~. 

11. VLoJ.ation uf lhc pro'!.isio:ao of this :.;~ction shalt b~: 

<l s•.•riO.lS Jn.i~dP.nt!C!.OO!', 

$(.!(:, 2. cr.apt~r one lhousand two h\mdrcd fort.y-fivf> (12"~)). 

Acta of tl;c S.l..xty-s!.xth Gt'!nCr3l A!.>Sl:nbly, 1976 Session, chapter 

fout· (I'), it'· <.~mendeoJ by 3tr:ikin'J s'-.!ction four· hu:1dn•:d ~ighty-

t· ... ·o (~82). 

ARTIIUR A. t:tu 
Presi dP.nt of the 5~'nate 

DALE M. COCifR.IU-l 
Speake: r <> f t.he House 

I hernby certify that this bill ori(/in<:~~ted in t:1e Senate and 

lS kno\ooT. as Senate File 'It,~, Sixty-seventh General ,;ssernbl.y. 

h(Jproved ·- ~/.6-. 
ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 
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KE\'lN P. I.l G11'T 
,·,cti.rHJ Secrc~t.1.ry of the Sonat.c 
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