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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to provide for the retirement of certain judicial offi­

cers as senior judges. 2 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA' 
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S. F. H. F. .J .:l8? 

l Section l. Chapter s1x hundred five A (605A), Code 1977, 

2 ~s amended by adding sections tHo (2) through ten (10) of 

3 this Act as new sections of that chapter. 
4 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. DEFINITIONS. As used 1n this Act 

5 unless the context otherwise requires: 

6 1. "Senior judge" means any supreme court judge, judge 

7 of the court of appeals, district judge or district associate 

8 judge who meets the requirements of section three (3) of this 
9 Act. 

10 2. "Retired sen~or judge" means a senior judge who has 
11 retired or has been retired from a sen1or judgeship as provided 

12 ~n section seven (7) of this Act. 

13 3. ''Roster of senior judges'' means the roster maintained 

14 by the clerk of the supreme court under section three (3) 

15 of this Act. 

16 4. "Twelve-month retirement period" means each successive 

17 one-year period con~encing on the date a retired judge becomes 
18 a sen1or judge. 

19 Sec. 3. NEVI SECTION. SENIOR JUDGESHIP H.EQUIREf>lENTS. 
20 1. A judge of the supreome court or court of c:ppeals, or 

21 a district judge or district associate judge, who qualifies 

22 under subsection two (2) of this section may elect to become 

23 a senior judge upon retirement by filing with the clerk of 

24 the suprene court a written election in the form specified 

25 by the court administrator. The election shall be filed not 
26 later than the date of retirement. 

27 2. A judicial officer referred to ~n subsection one (l) 
28 of this section qualifies for a senior judgeship if he or 
29 she: 

30 a. Retires from office on or after July 1, 1978, whether 

31 or not he or she 1s of mandatory retirement age; and 

32 b. Meets the minimum requirements for entitlement to an 

33 annuity as specified in section six hundred five A point s1x 
34 (605A.6) of the Code; and 

35 c. Agrees in writing in a form prescribed by the court 
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1 administrator to be available as long as he or she is a sen1or 
2 judge to perform judicial dttties as assigned by the supreme 
3 court for an aggregate period of thirteen weeks out of each 
4 successive twelve-month retirement period; and 

5 d. Submits evidence to the satisfaction of the supreme 

6 court that as of the date of retirement he or she does not 

7 suffer from any permanent physical or mental disability uhich 

8 would substantially interfere uith the performance of d<.~ties 

9 agreed to under paragraph c o~ this subsection. 
10 3. The clerk of the supreme court shall maintain a book 
11 entitled "Roster of Senior Judges", and shall enter therein 
12 the name of each judicial officer who files a timely el~ction 
13 under subsection one (1) of this section and qualifies under 

14 subsection two (2) of this section. A person shall be a 

15 senior judge upon entry of his or her name in the roster of 

16 senior judges and until he or she becomes a retired sen1or 

17 judge as provided in section seven (7) of this Act, or until 

18 his or her name is stricken from the roster of sen1or judaes 
19 as provided in section nine (9) of this Act, or until he or 
20 she dies. 

21 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. ANNUITY OF SENIOR JUDGE. A judge 

22 shall cease receiving a salary upon becoming senior judge. 

23 A senior judge shall receive an annuity under the judicial 

24 ret1rereent system in the manner provided in section six hundred 

25 five A point nine (605A.9) of the Code, tut computed under 

26 this section rn lieu of section six hundred five A point seven 

27 (605A.7) of the Code, as follows: The Rnnuity paid to a 
28 senior judge shall be an amount equal to three percent of 
29 the current. base salary, as of the time each p<:yment is made, 

30 of the office in which the senior judge last served as a judge 
31 before retirement, multiplied by the judge's years of service 

32 prior to retirement as a judge of one or more of the courts 

33 including in chilpter six hundred five A (605A) of the Code, 

34 provided that the <:nnui t.y of the senior judge shull in >1o 
,. 35 event exceed fifty percent of such current base salary. 
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1 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. PRACTICE OF Ll1'd PROHIBITED. A 

2 senior judge shall not practice law. 
3 Sec. 6. NEW SECT ION. TEMPOR.'\RY SERVICE OF SEN I OR JUDGE. 

4 Section six hundred five point twenty-five (605.25) of the 

5 Code shall not apply to a senior judge. During the tenure 

6 of a senior judge, he or she may, if able and without remunera-

7 tion, be assigned by the supreme court to temporc;ry j~dicial 

8 duties on courts of this state for an aggregate of thirteen 
9 weeks out of each twelve-month period, and for additional 

10 weeks with his or her consent; ~ut he Ar she shall not be 
11 assigned to judicial duties on a court superior to the highest 

12 court to which he or she had been appointed prior to 
13 retirement, and he or she shall not be assigned in any event 

14 to the court of appeals or the supreme court except to serve 

15 in the temporary absence of a metaber of the court to which 

16 he or she is assigned. While serv1ng on temporary assignment, 

l 7 a senior j udgc sh~ll continue to r·ecc:i ve his or her a:!nui ty 

18 as senior judge; shall be reimbursed for his or her actual 
19 expe!l.ses to the extent expenses of il district judg.o are suh-

20 ject to reimbursement under section six hundred five point 

21 two (605.2) of the Code; shall, if permitted by the assignment 

22 order, have authority to appoint a temporary court reporte;:, 

23 who shall receive the remuneration and reimbursement for ac-

24 tual expenses provided by law for a reporter in the cou!:t 

25 to which the senior judge is assigned; and shall, if assigned 

26 to the court o£ appeals or the supreme cour".;, receive the 

27 assistance of a law clerk and a secretary designated by the 
28 court administrator of the judicial department from the 
29 administrative staff. Each order of temporary assignment 
30 shall be filed with the clerks of court at the places where 
31 the senior 
32 Sec. 7. 

judge is to serve. 
NE\>1 SECTION. RETIRENENT OF SENIOR JUDGE. 

33 l. A senior j11dge shall cease to be a senior judge upon 

34 completion of the twelve-mont!1 retil·ement period during which 

35 he or she attcJins seventy·-eight years of age. The clerk of 
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1 the supreme court shall make a notation of the retirement 
2 of the senior judge in the roster of senior judges, whereupon 
3 the judge shall be a retired senior judge. 
4 2. A senior judge shall be subjct to retirement under 

5 the provisions of sections six hundred five point twenty-

6 six (605.26} through six hundred five point thirty-two (605.32} 

7 of the Code for any of the causes specified in subsection 

8 one (1) of section six hundred five point twenty-seven (605.27) 

9 of the Code. A senior judge may request and be granted 

10 retirement in the manner provided in section six hundred five 
11 A point twelve (605A.l2) of t.he Code. When a senior judge 
12 is retired as provided in this subsection t.he clerk of the 
13 supreme court shall make a notation of the retirement of the 
14 senior judge in the roster of senior judges, whereupon the 

15 selll.or judge shall be a retired senior judge. 

16 

17 

18 
]0 ·" 
20 
21 
22 

23 
24 

25 
26 

27 
28 

29 

30 
31 
32 
33 

34 

35 

3. A retired senior judge is entitled to receive an an­

nuity in the manner provided in section six t1undred five A 

point nine (605A.9) of the Code, but in an amount, in lieu 
of that specified in section six hundred five A poi.nt seven 
(605!\. 7) of t.he Code, vlhich is equal to the annuity the retired 

sen1or j udqe Has ent.i tled to x·ecei ve as of the final day his 
or her name was in the roster of senior judges as a senior 

judge. 

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. SURVIVOR'S ANNUITY. A surv1vor 

of a senior judge or a retired senior judge is entitled to 

receive an annuity lvhich, in lieu of that specified in section 

sjx hundred five A point fifteen (605A.l5) of the Code, is 
equal to one-half the amount of the annuity the senior judge 

or retired senior judge was receiving at the time of his or 
her death, provided the survivor is qualified under section 

six hund;:cd five A point. fifteen (605A.l5) of the Code to 
receive an annuity. 

Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. RELINQUISH1-1ENT OF SENIOR JUDGES!-!lP­

-REMOVAL FOR CAUSE. 

l. A senior judge may, at any time pr1or to t·eaching age 
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1 seventy-eight, submit to the clerk of the supreme court a 

2 wri ttcn request that his or hec name be strick~>n from the 

3 roster of senior judges. Upon the receipt of the request 

4 the clerk shall strike the name f.rom the roster and the judge 

5 shall cease to be a senior judge. A person who relinquishes 

6 a senior judgeship as provided in this subsection may be 

7 assigned to temporary judicial duties as provided in section 

8 six hundred five point twenty-five (605.25) of the Code. 

9 2. A senior judge shall b~ subject to removal under the 

10 provisions of sections six hundred five point tHenty-six 

11 (G05.26) through six hundred five point thirty-two (605.32) 
12 of the Code for. any of the causes specified in subsection 

13 two (2) of section six hundred five point twenty-seven (605.27) 

14 of the Code. When a person is removed from a senior judgeship 

15 as provided in this subsection the clerk of the supreme court 

16 shall strike the name of the person fro!n the roster of senior 

17 judges, whereupon the person shall cease to be a senior jt;dge. 

18 3. A person who relinquishes a senior judgeship in the 

19 manner provided in subsection one ( 1) of this section or 1-1ho 

20 is removed as provided in subsection two (2) of this section 

21 shall, comrnencing on the effective date of the relinquishment 

22 or removal, be entitled to a retirement annuity in an amount 

23 determi11ed according to section six hundred five A point seven 

24 (605A.7) of the Code, and for such purposes any service and 

25 annuity of the person as a senior judge shall be disregarded. 

26 4. The survivor of a person who under this section 

27 relinquishes a senior judgeship or is removed from office 

28 shall be entitled to an annuity equal to one-half of the 

29 amount the person was receiving at the time of his or her 

30 death, provided the survivor is qualified ux•der section six 

31 hundred five A point fifteen (605A.l5) of the Code to receive 
32 an annuity. 

33 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. SHORT TITLE. S~ctions t1w (2) 

34 through ten ( 10) of this 1ict shall be known as the senior 

35 judge retirement plan. 
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1 Sec. 11. Section six 

2 Code 1977, is amended by 
3 paragraph: 

S.F. 

hundred five A point 

adding the following 

H.F . .).~87 

ten (605A.10), 

new unnumbered 

4 NEW UNNUl•lBERED PE1Ri\GRAPH. This section shall not prohi.bi t 

5 the payment of an cmnui ty as provided in section SlX ( 6) of 
6 this Act. 
7 EXPLI\NATION 

8 This bill provides for the creation of a sen1or judgeship 

9 program which would apply to judges of the supreme court and 

10 court of appeals, a11d d.istrict judges and district associate 

ll judges, who retire on or after July l, 1978. 

12 The bill provides that at any time after such a judicial 
13 officer has met the minimum requirements for retirement with 
14 an annuity under chapter 605A of the Code and until the judge 
15 reaches mandatory retirement age, he or she may elect to 

16 retire as a senior judge. Upon agreeing to perform judi-

17 cial duties for a total of thirteen weeks out of each year 

18 after retirerr.ent as a senior judge and until he or she> reaches 

19 the age of 78, the judge would be entitled to receive, in 

20 lieu of any compensatior. for service and in lieu of the regular 

21 annuity provided in section 605A.7 of the Cede, a variable 

22 armui ty equal to three percent of the curren·t base salary 

23 of the office in which the judge last served prior to 
24 retirement, multiplied by the judge's years of service as 
25 a judge prior to retirement, subject to a maximum amount of 

26 fifty percent of that current salary. 
27 A senior judge would have to retire from a senior judgeship 

28 at the end of the retirement year in lvhich his or her 78th 
29 birthday occurs. A retirement year is each successive twelve-

30 month period corr.mencing on t.he date the person qualifies as 

31 a senior judge (which cannot be later than his or her ordinary 
32 reti.1:ement date). A senior judge could be: retired prior to 

33 reaching age 78 for physical ox· mental disahili t.y in the 
34 manner provided in sections 605.7.7 or 60,>A.l2 of the Code. 

35 Upon retiring from a senior j1.:dqeship, the person would be 

-6-
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1 entitled to receive a fixed annuity equal to the amount of 

2 annuity the person was entltled to receive as of his or her 
3 last day as a senior judge. 

4 If a senior judge relinquishes his or her status as a 
s se11ior judge prior to his or her 78tll birthday, or is removed 

6 for cause from the senior judgeship, then the person would 
7 be entitled to receive the regular annuity provided by section 

D 605A.7 of the Code, and his or her service and annuity as 

9 a senior judge would be disre(l"arded. Upon a relinquishment, 

10 the person would again be subject to temporary service under 

11 section 605.25 of tile Code. 
12 The senior judge survivor annuity would be equal to 50 

13 percent of the annuity the senior judge or retired senior 
14 judge Has entitled to on the date of death. 
JS The bill does not affect the ability of a judge to retire 

16 under existing la1.; and does not affect the amount of the 
17 ordinary retirement annuity. 
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