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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act establishing an Iowa building code, including a housing 

2 code, establishing a separate department of building codes, 

3 and providing penalties for violations. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 

2 

~,._).:;·<:ion 1. iJL\'i SLC'l'IOt.. 1'ltis Act ,,,ay be cited as L1e 

"Iowa I:suilding Cotie Act". 

3 Sec. 2. t-!Ui SLC'l'IOI;. LEGISLATIVE FillDINGS A.;Jl) INTE!-IT. 

4 Uniforr,\ity of building codes ;;md uniformity in ..,roccdures 

5 for enforcing codes t!1rougnout the nation and the state are 

6 matters of nationwide and statewide interest and concern in 

7 that uniformity would increase the efficiency of the building 

8 industry and further assure the safety of its products. 

9 The use of new technologies, techniques, and materials 

10 is enhanced by ti1e utilization and application of uniform 

11 building codes and uniforr.\ procedures for enforcing building 

12 codes in this state, and would be further enhanced by wide-

13 spread reliance upon uniform und reasonable material SJ?ecifica-

14 tions and the use of performance criteria. 

15 The general assembly intends that the state administration 

16 and enforcement of this Act shall be within the jurisdiction 

17 of a single administrative agency. 

18 Sec. 3. NI::W SJ::C'l'IO>·L AFPLICABILITY--ADOPTION PROCEDURl:. 

19 1. The standards, requirements and Specifications set 

20 fort., in this Act shall apply to: 

21 a. All buildings throughout the state paid for in whole 

2 2 or in part by public moneys. 

23 b. All factory built structures, recreational vehicles, 

24 mobile homes, and mobile home pilrks throughout the state. 

25 c. All buildings and construction owned by the state, 

26 and all buildings constructed on state land. 

27 d. All construction and buildings in each governmental 

28 subdivision of the state which has adopted a building code. 

2 9 2. Energy conservation standards aud requirements pro-

30 mulgated under the authority of section eight (~),subsection 

31 one (1), paragraph c of this Act, including those standards 

32 

33 

34 

35 

and requirements related to thermal efficiency, shall apply 

to all new buildings and construction throughout the state. 

Standards relating to lighting efficiency s;1all apply as well 

to all existing buildings which are open to the public. 
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1 3. 1'he standards, requirements, and SJ;>ecifications set 

2 forth in this Act shall not apply to buildings in 

3 unincorl,lorated areas which are used and continue to be used 

4 ?rimarily for agricultural pur.,oses. Owner-occupied farm 

5 d\-tellings in unincorporated areas shall be exempt from the 

6 housing code provisions of section eight (8), subsection one 

7 (1), paragraph g of this Act. 

8 4. The state building code shall be applicable in each 

9 governmental subdivision of the state in which the governing 

10 body has adopted or enacted a resolution or ordinance accepting 

11 the applicability of the code and shall have filed a certified 

12 copy of ble resolution or ordinance in the office of the 

13 co~~issioner and in the office of the secretary of state. 

14 The state building code shall become effective in the 

15 

15 

17 

18 

19 

governmental ~ubdivision upon the date fixed by tile 

governmental subdivision resolution or ordinance. The 

effective date shall be no later ·chan six months after the 

date of adoption of the resolution or ordinance • 

Sec. 4. NI::\'1 SECTION. DJ:;FINITIONS. As used ~n this Act, 

20 unless a different meaning is clearly indicated by the context: 

21 1 • "Building" means any combination of materials which 

22 comJ?rises a structure, whether portable or fixed, affording 

2 3 facilities or s;lel ter for any use or occupancy. The word 

24 "building" shall be construed as if follo~;ed by the words 

25 "or part or parts thereof and all equipment therein" unless 

26 the context clearly requires a different meaning. 

2 7 2. "Conunissioner" means the commissioner of the department 

28 of building codes. 

29 3. "Construction" means the erection, fabrication, recon-

30 struction, demolition, alteration, conversion, or repair of 

31 a building, or the installation of equipment therein. 

32 4. "Council" means the building code council of the 

33 department of building codes. 

34 

35 

5. 

6 . 

"Department" means the de1>artment of building codes. 

"Equipment" means facilities or installations, 
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1 

2 

including, but not limited to, 1Jlumi>ing, heating, electrical, 

ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration facilities, 

3 elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators, boilers, fire protection 

4 systems or equipment and ~ressure vessels. 

5 7. "Local enforcement agency" means an agency of local 

6 govern~ent with authority to make inspections of buildings 

7 and to enforce the laws, ordinances, and rules enacted by 

8 the state ana by the local government which establish standards 

9 and requirec~nts applicable to the construction, alteration, 

10 repair, occupancy, or demolition of buildings. 

11 B. "Local government" means a county, city, or combination 

l2 thereof with authority to establish standards and requirements 

13 applicable to the construction, alteration, repair, occupancy, 

l4 or demolition of buildings. 

15 9. "Factory built structure" means any building which 

16 ~s of closed construction and which is made or assembled in 

17 manufacturing facilities, on or off the building site, for 

18 installation, or assembly and installation, on tile building 

19 site. "Factory built structure" also means any i:Juilding of 

20 open construction for which certification under this Act is 

21 sought by the manufacturer and which is made or assembled 

22 in manufacturing facilities away from the building site for 

23 installation, or assembly and installat.ion, on the building 

24 site. 

2 5 10. "~!obile home system" means plans, specifications, 

26 and documentation for a system of mobile homes, which may 

27 include structural, electrical, mechanical, plumbing and fire 

28 protection systems, and oti1er systems affecting health and 

2 9 safety, including variations which are submitted as part of 

30 the mobile home system. 

31 11. "Recreational vehicle" means a vehicular unit primarily 

32 designed as temporary living quarters for recreational, 

• 

• 

33 camping, or travel use, which either has its own motive power 

34 or is designed to be mounted on or drawn by another vehicle. 

35 12. "Closed construction" means any structure, building, •. 
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1 component, assembly or system nanufactured in such a manner 

2 that all portions cannot be readily inspected at the in-

3 stallation site without being disassembled, damaged, or 

4 destroyed. 

5 13. "Open construction" means any structure, building, 

6 COr.l;,>Onent, assembly or system nanufactured in such a man-

7 ner that all portions can be readily inspected at the in

S stallation site without being disassembled, damaged, or 

9 destroyed. 

10 Sec. 5. NEW SJ::C'l'ION. DEPARTNENT CREATED. There is created 

11 a department of building codes. The chief adninistrative 

12 officer of the department shall be the commissioner of building 

13 codes, who shall be appointed by the governor, with the 

14 approval of two-thirds of the members of the senate, and shall 

15 serve at the governor's pleasure. 

1 6 The commissioner shall be selected on the basis of his 

17 tecimical and administrative abilities at an annual salary 

1s as fixed by the general asseromly. The appointment or removal 

19 of the commissioner shall not be subject to the provisions 

20 of chapter nineteen A (19A) of the Code. 

21 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. CO/lNISSIONEH'S DUTIES. The com-

22 missioner shall: 

23 1 • Recommend to the council t;1e adoJ,>tion of rules that 

24 are necessary for the effective administration of the 

25 dej,lartment. 

26 2. Direct and administer the programs and services of 

27 the department in compliance with the rules adopted by the 

28 council. 

29 3. Perform other duties assigned by the council. 

30 4. Prepare, with council approval, the budget request 

31 for the department. 

32 5. Appoint with the approval of the council tile technical, 

33 professional, secretarial, and clerical staff necessary to 

34 accomplish the purposes of this Act, subject to the provisions 

35 of chapter nineteen A (191\) of the Code . 
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1 6. Be authorized to appoint a member of his staff to be 

2 acting conunissioner in his absence. The acting commissioner 

3 shall ltave the powers <lelegated to him by the conunissioner. 

4 The conunissioner and other employees of the department 

5 shall receive, in addition to salary, ti1eir necessary expenses 

6 when engaged in the performance of official business. 

7 7. Administer and enforce the provisions of chapter one 

8 hundred four A (104A) of the Code. 

9 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. BUILDING CODE COUNCIL. A building 

10 code council is created. The council shall consist of seven 

11 meniliers who are qualifed by experience or training to provide 

12 a broad or specialized expertise on matters pertaining to 

13 areas subject to this Act. 

14 Members of the council shall be appointed by the governor 

15 for four-year terms of office and shall serve until qualified 

16 successors are appointed. No more than four meniliers of the 

17 council shall be of the same political affiliation. The state 

18 building code advisory council men~ers appointed under section 

19 one hundred three~ point fourteen (103A.14) of the Code shall 

20 continue to serve as members of the council created by this 

21 section until their terms expire, or until vacancies otherwise 

22 occur, at which times tile governor si1a11 appoint new meniliers. 

2 3 !!embers of the co unci 1 shall receive a per diem of forty 

24 dollars for each day actually spent attending to the business 

25 of the council and be compensated for necessary expenses 

26 incurred in the performance of their duties. 

27 The council shall meet at the written request of the 

2 8 commissioner or of three or more men~ers of the council. 

29 The council shall establish rules for its internal 

30 operation. The council may establish committees and provide 

31 funding. 

32 The council shall be part of the department of building 

33 codes and shall exercise its powers, duties, and functions 

34 independently of the department of building codes, except 

35 that all budgeting, procurement, and related functions shall 
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1 be under the direction and supervision of the commissioner 

2 of the department of building codes. 

3 A member shall not act as a member of the council or vote 

4 as such in connection with any matter in which he has a private 

5 interest. 

6 Sec. 8. NB\'i SEC'i'ION. POWERS OF COUNCIL AND COMNISSIONER. 

7 1. The commissioner shall, and any other interested party 

8 may propose rules. The council s;1all adopt and may amend 

9 or repeal rules, subject to cha[?ter seventeen A t 17 A) of the 

10 Code. After ado,:>tion by the council, the commissioner shall 

11 publish, administer, and enforce the rules. The rules shall 

12 cover the following: 

13 a. The construction and inspection of all buildings and 

14 structures which are subject to the state building code. 

15 b. The use or occupancy of buildings. 

16 c. Standards and requirements for materials and equip-

17 ment to be used in buildings including, but not limited to, 

18 standards and requirements for safety, noise insulation and 

19 abatement, energy conservation, ingress and egress, and 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

sanitary conditions. 

d. Standards, specifications, and requirements for the 

manufacture of factory built structures and building 

components, mobile homes and recreational vehicles. 

e. Standards, specifications, and requirements for instal

lation of factory built structures, components and mobile 

homes. 

f. Requirements for uuilding systems and compliance as

surance programs. 

g. Standards, specifications, and requirements for a state 

housing code applicable to new and existing dwellings, and 

provisions for its enforcement. 

32 h. Standards, specifications and requirements for mobile 

33 home park and recreational vehicle ~ark installations. 

34 i. Standards, s~ecifications and requirements for fire 

35 prevention and safety in buildings and structures and 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

provisions for their enforcement. 4ll 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

j. Standards, s~ecifications, requirements, and ~revisions 

for enforcement for making buildings and facilities accessible 

to and usable by the handicapped. 

k. The establishment of classifications of fire zones 

pursuant to section thirteen (13), subsection two (2), of 

this Act. 

1. The administration and enforcement of this Act. 

2. The commissioner shall propose and ·the council shall 

adopt the codes, standards, and requirements which apply to 

buildings and are promulgated by such organizations as the 

building officials ana ~ode administrators international, 

inc., international conference of building officials, southern 

building code congress, council of american building officials, 

and other nationally recognized organizations including 

governmental agencies, if the council determines that any 

17 such code meets the following requirements: 

18 a. Its ado~tion will not substantially reduce regional 

19 uniformity of building regulations. 

20 b. It does not discriminate against particular tech-

21 nologies, techniques, and materials. 

22 c. It does not unnecessarily increase the cost of 

23 construction in the state •• 

24 d. It will protect the public health, safety, and welfare 

2 5 wi U1in the state. 

26 e. The state may participate in the code modification 

27 proceedings of the model code group whose code is proposed 

28 to be adopted. 

29 If the council determines that all of the codes fail to 

30 meet one or more of the requirements, the council shall adopt 

31 a code which is comprised of one or more of the model codes, 

32 or which is amended to the extent necessary to meet the 

33 requirements. 

34 3. The council shall: 

35 a. Establish procedures for implementation of the transi-
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1 tion from chapters one hundred three A (103A) and four hundred 

2 thiJ:"teen (413) of the Code to this Act. 

3 b. Hold a ~ublic hearing prior to adopting any rule, 

4 following adequate public notice. 

5 c. !-lake a continual study of the operation of the Iowa 

6 building code and other laws relating to the construction 

7 of buildings to ascertain their effect upon the cost of 

8 building construction and deteJ:"mine the effectiveness of their 

9 provisions. 

10 

11 

12 

d. 

Act. 

e. 

Hear appeals pursuant to section fifteen (15) of this 

Decide, upon application by a private party or a local 

13 enforcement agency, that new technologies, techniques, and 

14 materials which have been tested, where necessary, and found 

15 to meet the objectives of the Im'la building code, shall be 

16 deemed to meet that code. These determinations are binding 

17 

18 

19 

20 

upon all local enforcement agencies throughout the state 

unless otherwise qualified by the council. 

4. The council or commissioner may: 

a. Require or provide for the testing of materials, 

21 devices, and methods of construction. 

22 b. Appoint experts, 90nsultants, technical advisors, and 

23 advisory committees for assistance and recommendations relative 

24 to the formulation of the Iowa building code. 

25 c. Formulate rules for the issuance and revocation of 

26 permits for building construction, occupancy permits, and 

27 occu!-'ational licenses. 

2 8 Sec. 9. NEW SI::CTION. IOivA BuiLDING CODE. 

29 1. The rules published pursuant to section eight (8) of 

30 this Act shall cornJ?rise and collectively be known as the Iowa 

31 building code. 

32 2. The Iowa building code shall be designed to achieve 

33 the following specific objectives: 

34 a. Provide uniforr.1 standards and requireMents for con-

35 struction and construction materials. 
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1 b. To th.e extent practicable, set fortb. the standards, 

2 s~ecifications, and requirements in terms of J..)erformance 

3 objectives, to facilitate the use of new technologies, 

4 techniques, and materials. Preference shall be given to 

5 standards reasonably consistent with those of other states. 

6 3. Until one hundred eighty days after adoption of the 

7 Iowa building code by a local government, any local building 

8 regulations shall continue in effect Ullless repealed. There-

9 after, local building regulations shall be void and of no 

10 effect, except as powers are reserved to local government 

11 in section ten (10) of this Act. A building permit validly 

12 issued pursuant to local building regulations within one 

13 hundred eighty days after adoption of the Iowa building code 

14 by the local government is valid thereafter and the 

15 construction of a building may be completed pursuant to and 

16 in accordance with the permit. In an area of tlte. state which 

17 had no building regulations, or did not require building 

18 permits, the construction of a building started before adoption 

19 of the Iowa building code by the local government may be 

20 completed without a building permit. 

21 4. Until one hundred eighty days after adoption of the 

22 Iowa building code, building codes promulgated by a state 

23 board, department, conunission, or agency si1all continue in 

24 effect unless repealed. Thereafter, such building codes shall 

25 be void and of no effect. 

2 6 Sec. 10. NE\v SECTION. LOCAL EXEMP'.LIONS. 

27 1. A. local government which, prior to the adoption of 

28 this Act, has acto,;>ted and is enforcing a nationally recognized 

29 model building code as its building ordinance, may apply to 

30 the council to be allowed to continue to enforce its building 

31 ordinance and to be exempted from the provisions of the Iowa 

32 building code. After approval by the cow1cil, or after final 

33 decision by the district court in favor of exemption after 

34 appeal of an adverse decision by the council, the ordinance 

35 shall be so exempted. '.lhe council sl1all support its decisions 
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1 on such a;:oplications with written findings in accordance with 

2 the ~rovisions of subsection two (2) of this section. 

3 2. The council snall grant an application for exemption 

4 if it is establishea to the satisfaction of the council that: 

5 a. The ordinance is sufficiently consistent with the Iowa 

6 building code so that its a~~lication will not substantially 

7 re<luce statewide or regional uniformity of building codes. 

8 b. The ordinance does not unnecessarily discriminate 

9 against particular technologies, techniques, or materials. 

10 c. The ordinance does not unnecessarily increase the cost 

11 of construction in the jurisdiction. 

12 d. The ordinance is the current edition of a nationally 

13 recognized model buildiug code. 

14 e. Enforcement of the ordinance, as it may aiffer from 

15 the Iowa building code, is necessary to protect the public 

16 hGalth, safety, and welfare within the applicable jurisdiction. 

17 In determining whether the ordinance meets the above require-

18 ments, the council shall obtain the advice and counsel of 

19 the department of building codes. 

2o 3. A decision of the couucil approving or disapproving 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

an apt>lication, or failure of the council to act within a 

reasonable time, may be appealed to the district court. 

4. If an application is ap~roved, the local government 

shall thereafter maintain its building ordinance up to date. 

The local government may do so by adopting, without change, 

such improvements, amendments, and research findings as may 

be issued by the national model code organization within one 

year of the issuance thereof. If the local government wishes 

to ~~end the nationally recognized model code in any other 

manner, it shall submit the proposed amendment, and findings 

of fact in support thereof, t:.o the council. The council shall 

approve the amendment if the local government establishes 

to the council's satisfaction that it meets tile criteria set 

fortil in subsection two (2) of this section and is necessary 

to account for conditions peculiar to the jurisdiction. 
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1 Should an exempted local government fail to maintain its code 

2 up to date, or amend its coda in violation of this section, 

3 and fail to remedy the situation wi ti1in a reasonable time 

4 after due notice, the cow1cil shall revoke the local 

5 government's exem;:>tion and tha Iowa building code shall be 

6 enforced in that jurisdiction. Any decision of the council 

7 approving or disapproving suci1 an amendment or revoking a 

8 local government's exemption shall be final for purposes of 

9 seeking judicial review. 

10 5. A local government which has been exem?ted under this 

11 section may upon public notice re~eal its building ordinance 

12 and will thereafter be covered by the Iowa building code. 

13 Sec. 11. NE~l SECTION. LOCAL VARIATIONS. A local 

14 government may propose to the council variations in the Iowa 

15 building code, for application within its jurisdiction, to 

16 cover unique local conditions requiring special or different 

17 building standards. The council shall adopt such variations 

18 if it is established to the council's satisfaction that: 

19 1. The proposed variation is sufficiently consistent with 

20 the Iowa building code so that its application will not 

21 substantially reduce statewide uuiformi ty of building codes. 

22 2. The proposed variation uoes not discriminate against 

23 !>articular technologies 1 teclmiques, or materials. 

24 3. The proposed variation does not unnecessarily increase 

25 the cost of construction in the jurisdiction. 

26 4. The proposed variation does not substantially reduce 

27 the stanuards of public health, safety, and welfare within 

28 the jurisdiction. 

2 9 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. A!Jt1INISTRATION. 

30 1. In areas where local enforcement agencies have 

31 jurisdiction, the commissioner s!1all not enforce the Iowa 

32 building code. In such areas, the local enforcement agencies 

33 are res·,onsible for the examination and approval or disapproval 

34 of plans and specifications, the issuance and revocation of 

35 building permits, licenses, certificates, and similar 
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1 documents, and the inspection of buildings pursuant to the 

2 provisions of the Iowa building code. 

3 The state or any state agency shall comply with local 

4 permit regulations when constructing a building within a local 

5 jurisdiction. 

6 2. Within one hundred eighty days after the adoption of 

7 the Iowa building code, a local government shall create, whare 

8 necessary, a local enforcement agency and shall em!_) loy and 

9 designate a building official as well as code enforcement 

10 officers deemed necessary to assist the enforcement agency 

11 in carrying out its functions under this section. The 

12 administrative chief of <:he local enforcement agency shall 

13 be called the building official. 

14 3. If a local government has not adopted the state building 

15 code the department of building codes shall enforce the state 

16 building code as it applies in that jurisdiction, If a local 

17 government has adopted the state building code but has not 

18 established a local enforcer.1ent agency, the department of 

19 builcling codes shall enforce the Iov;a building code in that 

20 jurisdiction until the local government ;1as appointed the 

21 necessary personnel, 

22 4. Local governments shall appoint local appeals boards 

23 to hear appeals brought in accordance with section fifteen 

24 (15), subsection two (2) of this Act. Until the boards are 

25 established, appeals shall be heard by the council. A 

26 sufficient number of members silall be appointed to allow 

27 appeals to be heard promptly by panels of not less than three 

28 members, all of whom shall be free of conflicts of interest 

2 9 in the cases before them. A local government shall be relieved 

30 of the duty to appoint local appeals boards if it establishes 

31 to the satisfaction of the council that a sufficient number 

32 of qualified people cannot be found in the jurisdiction or 

33 through cooperation with neighboring jurisdictions. 

34 5. Two or more local governments may establish a local 

35 enforcement agency or a local appeals board to serve their 
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1 jurisdictions, and in this event they shall share 

2 proportionately the expenses incurred. 

3 6. The department of building codes shall, upon request, 

4 assist a local enforcement agency in such matters as tech-

5 nical assistance, code interpretation, education, training, 

6 personnel, and inforr.1ation collection and dissemination. 

7 7. Except as otherwise provided in the Iowa building code, 

s the construction of a building shall not begin until a building 

9 permit is issued. Upon submission of an application to a 

10 local enforcement agency, if the building proposed to be 

11 erected ~lill comply with this Act and the Iowa building code, 

12 a permit shall be issued. A local enforcement agency may 

13 suspend or revoke a building permit if the building under 

14 construction pursuant thereto does not comply with this Act 

15 or the Iowa building code. 

16 8. A local enforcement agency silall periodically insJ?eCt 

17 all construction undertaken ~ursuant to building permits 

18 issued by that agency to assure compliance with this Act and 

19 the Iowa building code. The applicant for a building permit 

20 for a building under construction, who shall be the owner 

21 or his auttwrized agent, is deemed to have consented to 

22 inspection by a local enforcement agency by the act of applying 

23 for a building permit. In addition to other inspections 

24 provided for in this Act, an inspection may be made of any 

25 building at any time if a local enforcement agency has probable 

26 cause to believe that a condition hazardous to life or property 

2 7 exists. If a building is found not to comply with the IO\va 

2 8 building code, the local enforce1.1ent agency shall notify t;le 

29 permittee in writing to bring the uuilding into compliance 

30 with the Iowa building code, or ·~o secure it from entry, or 

31 both. If the permittee fails to comply with the notification, 

32 the local enforcement agency shall revoke the permit. 

33 9. A building constructed after the effective date of 

34 the Iowa building code shall not be used or occupied until 

35 a certificate of occupancy has been issued. Upon submission 
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1 of an application for a certificate of occupancy to a local 

2 enforcement agency, a certificate of occupancy shall be issued, 

3 if the building to which t:te application pertains l1as been 

4 constructed in accordance with the building permit, the Im:a 

5 building code, and other applicable laws and ordinances. 

6 Sec. 13. NEI'i SECTION. RESBRVATION OF LOCAL ZONING AND 

7 RELATLD POHERS. 

8 1. Except as provided by or pursuant to this Act, land 

9 use zone requirements, building setback requirements, side 

10 and rear yard requirements, site development, and property 

11 line requirements are specifically and entirely reserved to 

12 local government. 

13 2. The council shall establislt classifications of fire 

14 zones. Local governments shall establish precise boundaries 

15 for fire zones within their jurisdictions. 

16 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. FELS. 

17 1. The council shall establish a schedule of fees for 

18 the functions performed by the council and the commissioner 

19 in connection with the administration and enforcement of this 

20 Act and publish it in the Iowa building code. The amount 

21 of the fees shall be based, to the extent reasonable, on the 

22 cost of performing functions undertaken pursuant to this Act. 

23 2. Each local governr.\ent may establish a schedule of fees 

24 for the functions performed by the local enforcement agency 

2 5 in connection with tlte enforcement of this Act. Local fees 

26 shall apply to state-owned buildings and state construction 

27 within the local jurisdiction. 

2 8 Sec. 15. NEW SECTI0£1. AI' PEALS. 

29 1. The council shall promptly hear and decide appeals 

30 brought by any person or party in an individual capacity, 

31 or on behalf of a class of persons or parties, affected by 

32 any rule or decision pursuant to this Act. Final decisions 

33 by the council are reviewable on appeal to the district court. 

34 2. Prior to appeal to the council, apt>eals of de cis ions 

... 35 or rulings of a local enforcement agency shall be heard by 
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1 the ap;.>ropriate local appeals board. If there is no local 

2 appeals board for the jurisdiction, appeals shall be taken 

3 directly to the council. 

4 Sec. 16. NJ::W SECTION. INJUNCTIVE RBLIEF. The commissioner 

5 or the local enforcement agencies may obtain injunctive relief 

6 from any court of competent jurisdiction to enjoin the offering 

7 for sale, sale, delivery, use, occ~pancy, erection, alteration, 

8 or installation of any building covered by this Act, upon 

9 an affidavit specifying the manner in which the building does 

10 not conform to the requirements of this Act or the Iowa 

11 building code. 

12 Sec. 17. NEW S~CTION. PENALTIES. 

13 1. A party who fails to comply 1~i th the provisions of 

14 this Act or of the state building code within a reasonable 

15 time of notification of the violation shall be subject to 

16 a fine of not more than one hundred dollars for each offense. 

17 2. 11. separate violation is deemed to have occurred with 

18 res~ect to each building not in compliance with the Act or 

19 the Iowa building code. Each day the violation continues 

20 constitutes a separate violation. 

21 sec. 18. Section one hundred point one (100.1), Code 1975, 

22 is amended by striking subsection four (4), paragraph d, and 

23 subsection five (5). 

24 Sec. 19. Section one hundred four point two (104.2), Code 

2 5 19 7 5, is amended to read as follows: 

2 6 104.2 SCOPE OF CHAPTER. The provisions of this chap-

27 ter shall not apply to any facility installed in any single 

28 private dwelling residence, to facilities subject to regulation 

29 under I.D.R. (1973 and supplements), chapter 26 of the bureau 

30 of labor rules (regulation 29 C.F.R. 1926.552), to manlifts 

31 subject to regulation under chapter 88 or to facilities over 

32 which an agency of the federal government is asserting similar 

33 enforcement jurisdiction. Provisions of this chapter supersede 

34 similar provisions contained in building codes of this state 

35 or any subdivision thereof, exce~t as provided in section 
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1 one hundred four point three (104.3) of thu Code . 

2 Sec. 20. Section one hundreJ four point three (104.3), 

3 subsection one (1), Code 1975, is amended to read as follows: 

4 10lJ.3 PROMULGATION OF RUL!;S. 

5 1. The commissioner may adopt rules governing maintenance, 

6 eehs~~tle~~en,-a±~e~a~~en,-ane-~ns~aiie~~en-e£-£ae±i~~~es7 

7 and the inspection and testing of new and existing 

8 installations as necessary to provide for the public safety, 

9 and to protect the public welfare. 

10 The building code council may, with the concurrence of 

11 the commissioner, adopt, amend or repeal rules providing 

12 for construction of new facilities and alteration of existina 

13 facilities. These rules shall be a part of the state building 

14 code. 

15 The commissioner shall adopt, amend, or repeal rules 

16 pursuant to chapter 17A as he deems necessary for the execution 

17 of his Juties under this chapter, which shall include, but 

18 not be limited to, rules providing for: 

19 a. Classifications of types of facilities. 

20 b. Maintenance, inspection, testing, and operation of 

21 the various classes of facilities. 

22 e~--eens~rtle~~en-ef-new-fae~i±~±es~ 

23 a~--~i~era~±en-e€-e*±s~±n~-£ae±i±~±es~ 

24 e c. Minimum safety requirements for all existing 

25 facilities. 

26 £ d. Control or prevention of access to facilities or 

27 dormant facilities. 

28 ~ ~· The reporting of accidents and injuries arising from 

29 the use of facilities. 

30 1'\ f. The specification of hearing and appeal procedures 

31 used by the commissioner. 

32 ± ~· Qualifications for obtaining an inspector's license. 

33 ; h. The adoption of procedures for the issuance of 

34 variances. 

35 k i. The amount of fees charged and collected for 

-16-
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

inspection, permits, and licenses. 

Sec. 21. Section one hundred thirty-five point eleven 

(135.11), Code 1975, is amended by striking subsections seven 

(7) and eight (8). 

Sec. 22. Section one hundred thirty-five D point five 

(135D.5), unnumbered paragraph three (3), Code 1975, is amended 

to read as follows: 

When the application is received by the state department 

of health, it shall promptly cause tl1e mobile home park and 

appurtenances thereto to be inspected. When such inspection 

and report has been made and the state department of health 

finds that all requirements of this chapterL efld such 

conditions of health and safety as the state department of 

health may require, and the requirements of the state building 

code have been met by the applicant, the state department 

of health shall forthwith issue such annual primary license 

in the name of the state. 

Sec. 23. Section one hundred thirty-five D point fif

teen (135D.15), Code 1975, is amended to read as follows: 

1 350. 15 SEASONAL OPI::RA'l'ION. If any applicant for a mobile 

21 home park license desires to operate such mobile home park 

22 only during the months from Hay 1 to October 1, they should 

23 pay only one-half of the above-mentioned annual license fee, 

24 but should pay the full monthly fees hereinbefore required 

2 5 for each month of operation. If in the opinion of t:le state 

26 department of nealth the sanitary and facility requirements 

2 7 herein contained are too rigid for the mobile i1ome park, it 

28 may in writing or by regulation, with the concurrence of the 

29 building code council, modify such requirements as 

30 circumstances may permit and require. 

31 Sec. 24. Sections one hundred thirty-five point twelve 

32 (135.12), one hundred thirty-five point thirteen (135.13), 

33 one hundred thirty-five point fourteen (135.14), and chap-

34 ters one hundred three A (103A) and four hundred thirteen 

35 (413), Code 1975, are repealed. 

-17-
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1 EXPLANATION 

2 'l'his bill establishes a uniform state building code based 

3 upon model codes and transfers the building code council and 

4 commissioner, charged with its promulgation and enforcement, 

5 from the office for planning and programming to a department 

6 of building codes, 

7 The building code will apply to all factory built 

8 structures, mobile home parks, recreational vehicles, state-

9 owned buildings and public buildings throughout the state, 

10 and will be a}Jplicable statewide with respect to energy 

11 conservation regulations and to regulations governing 

12 accessibility for handicapped persons. The code will ap!JlY 

13 to all buildings and construction, except farm buildings and 

14 dwellings, in governmental subdivisions which adopt it. 

15 The bill also provides for a housing code for new and 

16 existing dwellings, and transfers the pronulgation of rules 

17 governing plumbing construction, elevator construction, and 

~ 18 fire safety in building construction to the building code 

19 department. 

-

20 A local government which is enforcing a model code may 

21 apply for exemption, and local enforcement agencies which 

2 2 enforce the state code nay propose variations. Injunctive 

23 relief and criminal penalties are provided. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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SEN~';J:E. FILE 1207 
FISCAL NOTE 

Date prepared: March 12, 1976 
Requested by: Senator Griffin 
Prepared in regard to Senate File 1207, An Act establishing an 
Iowa Building Code, including a housing code, establishing a 
separate department of building codes and providing penalties 
for violations. 

Following is the fiscal effect in dollars of the legislative 
proposal as required by Joint Rule 16. 

The budget request for FY 1976-1977 for the Building Code Admin
istration of Planning and Programming was $225,000 as a currently 
operating program. This anticipated inclusion of the building code 
staff under S.F. 1207 and inclusion of rent and expenses now in
cluded in O.P.P. budget. 

A portion of the $225,000 is to be funded, in effect, by an estimated 
$73,000 HUD contract and additional fees for review of plans of state 
owned buildings. 

The following estimate of building code costs is included in the 
above request: 

2 Additional specialists 
Secretarial Assistance 
Travel 
Space and supplies 
Seminars (travel and expenses 
paid for part1cfpants) 

to be 

$31,360 
4,520 
2,200 

Unknown 

Unkn::>wn 

Provision is made in Senate File 1207 for setting a fee schedule 
based, to the extent reasonable, on cost of performing functions of 
the Act. Therefore, it is possible, dependent on fee structure, that 
there would be no cost to the state for Senate File 1207. 

Source: Building Code Administration 

FILED, MARCH 15, 1976 BY GERRY D. RANKIN 
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL DIRECTOR 

• 



_ .. , . 

SENATE FILE 1207 

S-5313 

1 Amend Senate File 1207 as follm.,.s: 
2 1. Page 15, by striking lines 21 through 23 and 
3 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "Sec. 18. Section one hundred point 'one (100.1}, 
5 subsection four (4}, paragraph d, and subsection five 
6 (5), Code 1975, are amended to read as follows: 
7 d. ~fie-e±eeerie-w±~±R~-aRa-fiea~iR~7-afta-aee~Haee 
8 Adequate means of exit in case of fire, from churches, 
9 schools, ho'tels, theaters, ar.~phitheaters, asylums, 

10 hospitals, health care facilities as defined in section 
11 135C.1, college buildings, lodge halls, putlic meeting 
12 places, and all other structures in which persons 
13 congregate from time to time, whether purlicly or 
14 privately owned7~ 
15 5. To promulgate fire safety regulations.· The 
16 state fire marshal shall have exclusive right to 
17 promulgate fire safety regulations as they apply to 
18 enforcernent or inspection requirements by the state 
19 fire marshal, but such regulations shall be promulgated 
20 only after public hearing. ~llierever by any statute 
21 the fire marshal or the department of public safety 
22 is authorized or required to promulgate, proclaim, 
23 or amend rules and minimum standards regarding fire 
24 hazards or fire safety or protection in any 
25 establishment, building or structure, such rules and 
26 standards shall promote and enforce fire safety, fire 
27 protection and the elimination of fire hazards as 
28 .the sane may relate to the use, and occupancy afta 
29 eeRserHee±eR of such buildings, establishments or 
30 structures. ~fie-~e~e-lleeRser~ee±eRll-sha;±-±Re±~ae7 
31 e~~-i9-R6~-l±ffiite~-~e,-eleee~iea±-w±~ifl~7-~ltiffl~iA~7 
32 fieaeiR~ 7-±±~fi~±Rry,-veReila~ieR7-eeRse~~ee±eR-RaEe~±als, 
33 These rules and standards shall relate to entrances 
34 and exits, and all other physical condit~ons of the 
35 building which nay affect fire hazards, safety or 
36 protection. Such rules and minimum standards shall 
37 be in substantial com~liance with the standards of 
38 the National Fire Protection Association relating 
39 to fire safety and fire hazards which threaten life 
40 as published in the national fire codes." 

S-5313 FILED- rJ.~ .3~r, (!'. :rn) 
MARCH 10, 1976 

BY JAMES W. GRIFFIN, SR. 
EARL M. WILLITS 

: 



SENl\.TE FILE 1207 

S-5329 

l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
B 
9 

10 
11 
12 

Amend Senate File 1207 as follows: 
1. Page 2, by striking lines 1 through 7, 

and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
"3. The standards, requirements and specifi

cations set forth in this Act shall not apply to 
buildings in unincorporated areas which are used and 
continued to be used primarily for agricultural pur
poses, nor to farmhouses or other farm buildings which 
are primarily adapted, by reason of nature and area, 
for use for•agricultural purposes, while so used or 
while under construction for such use, unlass such build
ings are dwellings which are factory built structures." 

S-5329 FILED- ti.&~ 3/~t,(f. ill) .i!7·7 

MARCH 15, 1976 · . 

BY BERL. E. PRIEBE 
KENNETH D. SCOTT 
FORREST SCHWENGELS 
RAY TAYLOR 

. --··· -- . 
s-5334 

1 Amend Senate File 1207 as follows: 
2 Page 12, striking lines 3, 4 and 5 and inserting 
3 in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "The Department of Building Codes shall enforce 
5 the state building code as it applies to all buildings 
6. constructed by the state or on state property. A state 
7 agency may contract with local enforcement agencies 
8 with the approval of the commissioner to provide the 
9 services enumerated in ~is secti~n.• 

S-5334 FILED & liDOP~En{S7i) 
MARCH 16, 1976 BY JAMES M. REDMOND 

s-5330 

l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Amend Senate File 1207 page 5, line 13, b7 
adding after the word "Act~ the tollowings 
"provided that at least three members of the 
council shall be local government officials 
directly responsible !or the enforcement ot 
building regulations~: 

S-5330 FILED & LOST ;s-:>.r(if' 'i?'t) 

MARCH 16, 1976 BY RAY TAYLOR 

' ! . 
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SENATE FILE J Z 01 

By COHMITTEE ON CITIES 

-~~ ~ .#..?. /S" .3-s

(As Amended and Passed by the Senate March 17, 1976) 

Passed Senate, Date ______________ __ Passed House, Date 1- .:<C.-7'- (a-<<>S) 

Vote: Ayes Nays ----- Vote! Ayes· S":<, Nays_.O:....:Z ___ _ 

Approved 

A -BILL FOR 
1 An Act establishing an Iowa building code, including a housing 

2 code, establishing a separate department of building codes, 

3 and providing penalties forviolations, 

4 BE IT-ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF .'I'HE STATE OF IOWA: 

5 

6 

7_ 
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10 

11 
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16 

17 

18 
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10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

Section 1 • i-;EW SLCTIO:l. This Act may be cited as the 

"Iowa Building Code Act". 

Sec. 2. NEh' SECTION. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS A£lD INTENT. 

Uniformity of building codes and uniformity in procedures 

for enforcing codes throughout the nation and the state are 

matters of nationwide and statewide interest and concern in 

that uniformity \~ould increase the efficiency of the building 

indus try and further assure t!1e safety of its products. 

The use of new technologies, techniques, and materials 

is enhanced by the utilization and application of uniform 

building codes and unifon1 procedures for enforcing building 

codes in this state, and t.,roulu be further enhanced by wide

spread reliance upon uniform and reasonable material specifica

tions and the use of performance criteria. 

The general assembly intends that the state administration 

and enforcement of this Act shall be within the jurisdiction 

of a single administrative agency. 

Sec. 3. NEW SEC':'ION: APPLICABILITY--ADOPTIOi~ PROCEDURE. 

1. The standards, requirements and specifications set 

forth in this Act shall apply to: 

a. All buildings throughout the state paid for in whole 

or in part by public moneys. 

b. All factory built structures, recreational vehicles, 

mobile homes, and mobile home parks throughout the state. 

c. All buildings and construction owned by the state, 

and all buildings constructed on state land. 

d. All construction and buildings in each governmental 

subdivision of the state whic;l has adopted a building code. 

2. l::nergy conservation standards and requirements pro-
' . 

mulgated under the authority-of- section eight (8), subsection 

one (1), paragraph c of this Act, including those standards 

and requirements related to thermal efficiency, shall apply 

to all new buildings and construction throughout the state. 

Standards relating to lighting efficiency shall apply as well 

35 to all existing buildings which are open to the public. 
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1 3. The standards, requirements and specifications set 

2 forth in this Act shall not apply to buildings in 

3 unincorporated areas which are used and continue to be used 

4 primarily for agricultural purposes, nor to farmhouses or 

5 other farm buildings which are primarily adapted, by reason 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

of nature and area, for use for agricultural purposes, while 

so used or while· under construction for such use, unless such 

buildings· are dwellings which are factory built structures~ 

q. The .state building code shall be applicable in each 

governmental subdivision of tne state in which the governing 

body has adopted or. enacted a reso·lution or ordinance accepting 

the applicabili·ty of the code and shall have filed a certified 

copy of the resolution or ordinance in the office of the 

commissioner and in the office of. the secretary of state. 

The. state building· code .shall become. effective in the 

governmental subdivision upon the date fixed by the 

governmental subdivision resolution ·or ordinance.. The 

effective. date .shall be no later .. tJ-ran six months after the 

date of adoption of the resolution or ordinance. 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. DEFINITIONS. As used in this Act, 

unless a different meaning is clearly indicated by the context: 

1. "Building" means any combination of materials which 

comprises a structure, whetner portable or fixed, af-fording 

24 facilities or·shelter for any use or occupancy. The word 

25 

26 

27 

"building" sha.ll ·be construed 

"or part .or par·ts thereof and 

as if: fo Uowed by the words 

al·~ equipment therein" unless 
., . - .. 

the context clearly requires a different meaning. 

28 2. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the department 

2 9 of building cQdes,. 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

3. · "Construction" means t:1e erection, fabrication, recon

struction, cieffioij,tion, a:lteration, ~ccm~ersfoJi;. or ~epair of 

. a buiid i·n~, o·r<t.s-e ins ta).lc. tio{:?f.f .eqi.ii~ritent. 'therein.; 

4 ... · ·~(:ouncii". means the bui'ldfii~:_co.;.e .councjl of. the 

department of building c~des. -···-· . ~· ... · 

5. "Department" neans the clepar.:tment·of building codes. 

-2-
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1 

2 

• 

6. "Equipment" means facilities or installations, 

including, but not limited to, plumbing, heating, electrical, 

3 ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration facilities, 

4 elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators, boilers, fire protection 

5 

6 

systems or equipment and pressure vessels. 

7. "Local enforcement agency" means an agency of local 

7 government with authority to make inspections of buildings 

8 and to enforce the laws, ordinances, and rules enacted by 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

the state and by the local government which establish .standards 

and requirements applicable to the construction, alteration, 

repair, occupancy, or demolition of buildings. 

8. "Local government" means a county, city, or combination 

thereof with authority to establish standards and requirements 

applicable to the construction, alteration, repair, occupancy, 

or demolition of buildings. 

9. "Factory built structure" means any building which 

is of closed construction and which is made or assembled in 

18 manufacturing facilities, on or off the building site, for 

19 installation, or assembly and installation, on the building 

20 site. "Factory built structure" also means any building of 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

open construction for which certification under this Act is 

sought by the manufacturer and which is made or assembled 

in manufacturing facilities away from the building site for 

installation, or assembly and installation, on the building 

site. 

10. "Mobile home system" means plans, specifications, 

and documentation for a syst.em of mobile homes, which may 

include structural, electrical, mechanical, plumbing and fire 

protection systems,. and other systems affecting health and 

safety, including variations which are submitted as part of 

the m9bile home sys.tem. 

11. "Recreational vehicle" means a vehicular unit primarily 

designed as temporary living quarters for recreational, 

34 camping, or travel use, which either has its own motive power 

35 or is designed to .be mounted on .or .drawn by another vehicle. 

-3-
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1 12. "Closed construction" means any structure, building, 

2 component, assembly or system manufactured in such a manner 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

that all portions cannot be read{ly inspected at the in

stallation site without being disassembled, damaged, or 

destroyed. 

1 3. "Open construction" means any structure, building, 

component, assembly_ or system manufactured in ·-such a man

ner that all .portions can be readily inspected at the in

stallation site without bein9 disassembled, damaged, or 

destroyed. 

11 Sec. 5. flEI~ SECTIOl<. DEPARTMENT CREATED. There is created 

12 a department of building codes. The chief administrative 

13 

14 

15 

officer of the department· shall be the commissioner of building 

codes,. who shall be appointed !Jy the governor, with the 

approval of two-' thirds ~f th~ members of the ·senate, and shall 

16 serve at the governor. 1 s ·pleasure. 

17_ The commissioner shall be selected on the basis of his 

18 _ techn1cal and administrative abilities at ari annual salary 

19 as fixed bY the general assembly:· The appointment or removal 

20 of the commissioner shall not_ be subject to the provisions 

21 of chapter nineteen A ( 19A) of the Code. 

22 sec. 6. NE\v SECTiml. . COMMISSIO:~ER 1 s DUTIES. The com-

23 missioner shall: 

24 1. _ Recommend to_ tile council the adoption of rules that 

25 are necessary for the e£f~c_tive administration of the-

26 department. 

2 7 2. Dir-ect and aciminister thi{'progranis arid-· services of 

2 8 the department in cor.~piiance_ .wi tn the rules adopted by the 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

council. 
---

3. - Perform other duties assigned by the counciL 

4. Preparer with'courrc::il approval, the: bUdget request 
. . -· ~-

for-- the- department. _ >_: -~- · .: . .-- - __ 

5. '-j.ppoint with. i:b~ "aw;;~·a.r.of ,the t<;<urt~ ri the technical, 

professional,- se-creta"riar~: '~n'~,: clerical -sitaff. necessary to 

accomplish the·purposes-o~·thi-s Act; subject to the provisions 

-n-

---.. 
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1 of chapter nineteen A ( 10JA) of tne Code. 

2 6. Be authorized to appoint a member of his staff to be 

3 acting commissioner in his absence. The acting commissioner 

4 shall have the powers delegated to him by the commissioner. 

5 The commissioner and other employees of the department 

6 shall receive, in addition to salary, their necessary expenses 

7 when engaged in the performance of official business. 

8 7. Administer and enforce the provisions of chapter one 

9 hundred four A ( 1 0 4A) of the Code. 

10 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. BUILDING CODE COUNCIL. A building 

11 code council is created. ?he council shall consist of seven 

12 members who are qualifed by experience or training to provide 

13 a broad or specialized expertise on matters pertaining to 

14 areas subject to this Act. 

15 Members of the council shall be appointed by the governor 

16 for four-year terms of office and shall serve until qualified 

17 successors are appointed. «o more than four members of the 

18 council shall be of the same political affiliation. The state 

19 building code advisory council members appointed under section 

2o one hundred three A point fourteen (103A.14) of the Code shall 

21 continue to serve as members of the council created by this 

22 section until their terms expire, or until vacancies otherwise 

23 occur, at which times the governor shall appoint new members. 

24 Members of the council shall receive a per diem of forty 

25 dollars for each day actually spent attending to the business 

26 of the council and be compensated for necessary expenses 

2 7 incurred in the performance of their duties. 

2 8 The counci 1 shall meet at the \-lr it ten request of the 

29 commissioner or of three or more members of the council. 

30 The council shall establish rules for its internal. 

31 operation. T;le .council may establish committees and provide 

32 funding. 

33 The council shall be part of the department of building 

34 codes and shall exercise its powers, duties, and functions 

35 independently of t.'le department of building codes, except 
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• 1 that all budgeting, procurement, and related functions shall 

2 be under tne direction and supervision of the commissioner 

• 

• 

3 of the department of building codes. 

4 A member shall not act as a member· of the council or vote 

5 as such in connection with any matter in which he has a private 

6 interest. 

7 Sec. 8. i\11::\i SECTtO;<. POWERS OF COUNCIL AND COM!'.USS IONER. 

8 1. The commissioner shall, and any other interested party 

9 may propose rules. The council shall adopt and may amend 

10 or repeal rules, subject> to chapter seventeen A (17A) of the 

11 Code. After adoption by the council-,. the commissioner shall 

12 publish, administer, and enforce the rules • The rules shall 

13 cover the following: 

14 a. The construction and inspection of all buildings and 

15 structures which are subject to the state building code. 

16 b. The use or occupancy" of buildings. 

17 

18 

c. Standards and requirements for materials and equip

r.lent to b.e used in buildings including, but not limited to, 

19 s_tandards and requirements for safe-ty, noise insulation and 

20 abatement, energy conservation, ·ingress and egress,· and 

21 sanitary conditions. 

22 d. Standards, specifications, and requirements for the 

2 3 manufacture of factory built struc-tures and' building 

24 COmponentS 1 mobile homes and recrea-tional VehicleS • 

25 e. Standards, specifications, ahd require_inents for instal-

26 lation of factory built st..ruc~t;\lr_e.~;:•comporie!1ts:and mobile 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

homes.· 

f. . Requirements for ouilding .. systems and compliance as

surance programs. 

g. Standards, specifications,· and.requiremerits for a state 

hOUSing ~Ode applicabie .tQ:Jiew and existing dwellingS 1 and 

. provisions for its enforc_enient. · 

h. Standards, speC:i-tications ~rid:requirement."s for-mobile 

home park and r,ecreatfona.l-"ehicl~ ·pa-rk installations. 

i. standards; specifications.cand_ requirements for fire 

-6-

. . ·. : ·' . 

L--------------------------



S • F . /; ()7 li. F. 

1 prevention and safety in buildings and structures and 

2 provisions for their enforcement. 

3 j. Standards, specifications, requirements, and 

4 for enforcement for making buildings and facilities 

5 to and usable by the handicapped. 

provisions 

accessible 

6 k. The establishment of classifications of fire zones 

7 pursuant to section thirteen (13), subsection two (2), of 

8 this Act. 

9 1. 'i'he administration and enforcement of this Act. 

10 2. The commissioner shall propose and the council shall 

11 adopt the codes, standards, and requirements which apply to 

12 buildings and are promulgated by such organizations as the 

13 building officials and code a~~inistrators international, 

14 inc., international conference of building officials, southern 

15 building code congress, council of american building officials, 

l6 and other nationally recognized organizations including 

17 governmental agencies, if the council determines that any 

18 such code meets the follO\~ing requirements: 

19 a. Its adoption will"not substantially reduce regional 

20 uniformity of building regulations. 

21 b. It does not discriminate against particular tech-

22 nologies, techniques, and materials. 

23 c. It does not unnecessarily increase the cost of 

24 construction in the state. 

25 d. It will protect the public health, safety, and welfare 

26 within the state. 

27 e. The state may participate in the code modification 

2 8 proceedings of t;le model code group whose code is proposed 

2 9 to be adopted. 

30 !f the council determines that all of the codes fail to 

31 meet one or more of the requirements, the council shall adopt 

32 a code which is comprised of one or more of the model codes, 

33 or which is amended to the extent necessary to meet the 

34 requirements. 

35 3. The council shall: 
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a. Establish procedures for implementation of the transi

tion from chapters one hundred three A (103A) and four hundred 

thirteen (413) ofthe Code to this Act. 

4 b. Hold a public hearing prior to adopting any rule, 

5 following adequate JilUblic notice._ 

6 c. Make a continual study of the operation of the Iowa 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

building code and othe_r laws relating to the construction 

of buildings to ascertain their effect upon the cost of 

building construction_and determine the effectiveness of their 

provisions. 

d •. Hear appeals pursuant_ to sectiori fifteen ( 15) of this 

Act. 

e. Decide, upon application by a private party or a local 

enforcement agency, -that new technologies, techniques, and 

materials which have been tested, where necessary, and found 

to meet the objectives of the Iowa building code, shall be 

deemed to meet-that code. These determinations are binding 

upon all local enfoi:-celilent-agencies throughout the state 

19 unless otherwise srualified by the counci·L 

20 4. The council· or commissioner: may: 

21 a. Require .or provide for the testing of materials, 

22 devices, and _methods of construction. 

23 b. -Appoint experts, consultants,- technical advisors, and 

24 advisory committees_ for assistance a:nd 'reconunendations relative 

2S to tne formulation of the Iowa building code. 

26 

27 

c. Formulate rules for the issuance and revocation of 

permits for building construction, o_ccupancy permits, and 

2 8 occupational licenses. 

2 9 Sec. 9. NEH SECTION. IOHA BUILDING CODE. 

30 

31 

32-

33 

34 

35 

1. The rules published _pursuant to section eight ( 8) of 
-· -

this Act shall comprise and .collectively be known as the Io\.,ra 
building cod~-~--:·~ .. ... -· · .. 

2. The_ Iowa ~51iilding 'code sha-ll be designed to achieve 

the following' sp~-cifi.:: -objectives: 

a. Provide uniform s.tandards and requirements for con-

-8-
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1 struction and construction materials. 

2 b. To the extent practicable, set forth the standards, 

3 specifications, and requirements in terms of performance 

4 objectives, to facilitate the use of new technologies, 

5 techniques, and materials. Preference shall be given to 

6 standards reasonably consistent with those of other states. 

7 3. Until one hundred eighty days after adoption of the 

8 Iowa building code by a local government, any local building 

9 regulations shall continue in effect unless repealed. There-

10 after, local building regulations shall be void and of no 

11 effect, except as powers are reserved to local government 

12 in section ten (10) of this Act. A building permit validly 

13 issued pursuant to local building regulations within one 

14 hundred eighty days after adoption of the Iowa building code 

15 by the local government is valid thereafter and the 

16 construction of a building may be completed pursuant to and 

17 in accordance with the permit. In an area of the state which 

18 had no building regulations, or did not require building 

19 permits, the construction of a building started before adoption 

20 of the Iowa building code by the local government may be 

21 completed without a building permit. 

22 4. Until one hundred eighty days after adoption of the 

23 Iowa building code, building codes promulgated by a state 

24 board, department, commission, or agency shall continue in 

25 effect unless repealed. Thereafter, such building codes shall 

26 be void and of no effect. 

2 7 Sec. 10. NEW SECTIG;l. LOCAL EXEMPTIONS. 

28 1. A local government which, prior to the adoption of 

29 this Act, has adopted and is enforcing a nationally recognized 

30 model building code as its building ordinance, may apply to 

31 the council to be allowed to continue to enforce its building 

32 ordinance and to be exempted from the provisions of the Iowa 

33 building code. After approval by the council, or after final 
34 decision by the district court in favor of exemption after 

35 appeal of an adverse decision by the council, the ordinance 

-9-
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1 shall be so exempted. The council shall support its decisions 

2 on such applications with \vr i tten findings in accordance .with 

3 the provisions of subsection two (2) of this section. 

4 2. The council s.hall grant an application for exemption 

5 if it is established to the. satisfaction of the council that: 

6 a. Tne ordinance is sufficiently consistent with the Iowa 

7 building code so that its application will not substantially 

8 reduce statewide cor regional· uniformity.of building codes. 

9 b. The ordinance does not unnecessarily discriminate 

10 against particular technologies,. techniques, or materials. 

11 c. The ordinance does not unnecessarily increase the cost 

12 of construction in the jurisdiction~ 

1 3 d .. The ·ordinance is the current edition of a nationally 

14 recognized model builcting code. 

1 5 e. Enforc.ement of the ordinance, as it may ·differ from 

16 the Iowa, building .. co<.le, is necessary to protect the public 

17 health, safety; .and welfare within the applicable jurisdiction. 

18 In determini'ng w.h.ether the ordinance meets the above require-

19 ments, the council shall obtain ·the .. advice and counsel of 

2 o the department of ·building codes; 

21 3. A decision of the council approving or disapproving 

22 an application, or failure of .the council to act within a 

23 reasonable time, may be. appealed to the district court. 

24 4. If. an application is appr.oved, the local government 

2 5 shall thereafter maintain its huildipg: ordinance up to date. 

2 6 The local government may do so. by adopting, without change, 

27 such improvements; amendment$, and research findings as may 

28 be issued .by. ti1'e. national· mode1 code organization within. one 

29 year of the issuance thereo.f. · .I:f .. the local government wishes 

30 to amend the nationally .reco.gnized rriodel code in any other 
. - .· ' ' . . . 

31 manner, it shal]: submit the propo~ed -amendmen-t, -and· findings 

32 of fact in support. theie~f, to' the- COtl~cil. The •Co:qncil shall 

33 approve tl:le amendment ·~f the .local go.vernment establishes 

34 to the council~$· satisfac'tion -that .. i't meets the criteria set 

35 forth in subsection i:wo (2) of this· section and is necessary 

-10-
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1 to account for conditions peculiar to the jurisdiction. 

2 Should an exempted local government fail to maintain its code 

3 up to date, or amend its code in violation of this section, 

4 and fail to remedy the situation within a reasonable time 

5 after due notice, the council shall revoke the local 

6 government's exemption and the Iowa building code shall be 

7 enforced in that jurisdiction. Any decision of the council 

8 approving or disapproving such an amendment or revoking a 

9 local government's exemption shall be final for purposes of 

10 seeking judicial review. 

11 5. A local government which has been exempted under this 

12 section may upon public notice repeal its building ordinance 

13 and will thereafter be covered by the Iowa building code. 

~4 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. LOCAL VARIATIONS. A local 

15 government may propose to the council variations in the Iowa 

16 building code, for application within its jurisdiction, to 

17 cover unique local conditions requiring special or different 

1s building standards. The council shall adopt such variations 

19 if it is established to the council's .satisfaction that: 

20 1. The proposed variation is sufficiently consistent with 

21 the Iowa building code so that its application will not 

22 substantially reduce statewide uniformity of building codes. 

23 2. The proposed variation does not discriminate against 

24 particular technologies, techniques, or materials. 

25 3. The proposed variation does not unnecessarily increase 

26 the cost of construction in the jurisdiction. 

27 4. The proposed variation does not substantially reduce 

28 the standards of public health, safety, and welfare within 

29 the jurisdiction. 

30 Sec. 12. ,.;EW SECTION. ADHINISTRATION. 

31 1. In areas where local enforcement agencies have 

32 jurisdiction, the corrunissioner shall not enforce the Iowa 

33 building code. In such areas, the local enforcement agencies 

34 are responsible for the examination and approval or disapproval 

• 

3 5 of plans and specifications' the issuance and revocation of e 
-11-
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1 building permits, licenses, certificates, and similar 

2 documents, and the inspection of buildings pursuant. to the 

3 provisions of the Iowa building code. 

4 •rne Department of Building Codes shall enforce the state 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

building code as it applies .to all buildings constructed by 

the state or on ·state .property., A state agency may contract 

with local enforcement agencies· with. the .approval of the 

commissioner to providethe s€lrllic;es enum~rated in this 

section. 

2. · Within· one hundred eighty days a.fter the adoption of 

the Iowa .building code, a local. government shall. create., where 

necessary,.· a local enforcement- ag.~ncy and shall employ and 

designate a building official as \vell as code enforcement 

officers de.emed necessary. to assist the enfor.cement agency 
+ • • '. •• " :. ' c' . -

in carrying out i,ts- --:functions under this section~ The 

administra.tive chie·f. of the. loc·al· _enforcem.ent agency shall 

be called the bui).c;ling officiaL 

3. If a cloc.al _government has _not adopted the state building 

code· tpe. departmen:t of building codes. shall enforce the state . . . . : 
building -code as it applies in that jurisdiction. If a local 

. - ' .. ' 

government ha~ adop.ted the st_at('! building code but has not 

established a Tocai enforcemen,t agency_> the department of 
. '· - -~ . -. - . - . ' - ' ' . 

building codes shallenfor~e 

jurisdiction until the loc.al 

the Io_wa building code in that 
• . -. . ·0, 

government has apP_ointed the 

necessary personnel. ./ 

. 4: Local g~yer;nients shal.l appqin t local a~geals boards 

to, hear p.ppeals brought i!' accorgarice with .. sect;:{on fifteen 

( 15)·, subsection. t)Vg ,(2) of thi.s_,:Act. Until t:Ji~· boards are 

established, appea rs.;~'shall be heard by. the. council. A . . ,. ·- ,-..,. - . . ' ; . 
sufficient number: ol·inembers sh.al.l .b.e appqinted to allo~; 

appeals_ to be Jieard -p~gmJ:>tly b,i -p~rte'ls of. not .. ~ess_ tha!l three 

members, . aiL of ;_whom_,shall,.b_e -/~~~ .o( Ci9~~l.icts qf interes.t 

in the. cases b.~'! fore .thE!,m. ··I? _l,o,cal, 99:V,Y!¥"en t s~~g be r~l ieved 
of the duty to· ~PP~~nt .. locfal -~pe;i·s--bo~rds ·if it ·establish~s 

. ' ' ;; ' . ,• - . - ' . . . .. ·. -
to the satisfaction of the counc'ii _that a sufficient number 

-12-
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1 of qualified people cannot ~e found in_the jurisdiction or 

2 through cooperation ,.,.i th neighboring jurisdictions. 

3 5. ?wo or !:\ore local governments may estal>lish a local 

4 enforcement agency or a local appeals board to serve their 

5 jurisdictions, and in tnis event they shall share 

6 proportionately the expenses incurred. 
-· . .. . . ., . 

7 6. - The departrae_nt of building codes shall, upon request, 

8 assist a local enforcement agency in such matters as tech-

9 nical assistance, code interpretation, education, training, 

10 personnel, and information collection and dissemination. 

11 7. LXCept as otherwise provided in the Iowa building code, 

12 the construction of a building shall not begin until a building 

13 permit is issued. Upon submission of an application to a 

14 local enforcei:lent agency, if the building proposed to be 

15 erected will comply' wlt:1 this Act and the Iowa building code, 

16 a permit shall be issued. A local enforcement agency may 

17' suspend or revoke a building permit if the building under 

18 construction pursuant thereto does not comply with this Act 

19 or the Iowa building code. 

20 8. A local' enforcement agency shall periodically inspect 

21 all construction undertaken pursuant to building permits 

22 issued by that agericy to· assure compliance with ;this Act and 

23 the Iowa building code. The applicant for a building permit 

24 for a building under construction, who shall be the owner 

25 or his authorized agent, is deemed to have consented to 

26 inspection by a local enforcement agency by the act of applying 

2 7 for a building permit. Tn addition to other inspections 

2 8 provided for in thi-'s Act, an inspection may be made of any 

29 b lildl.ng at any time if a local enforcement agency has probable 

30 cause to believe that a condition hazardous to life or property 

31 exists. If a build.ihg is t'o~nd not to comply wit1Lthe Iowa 
" 

32 building code,-· the lo-cal enforce:nent agency shall notify the 

33 permittee in writing to bring the building into compliance 

34 with the Iowa bu~lding code, or to secure it from entry, or 

35 both. If the permittee fails to comply wj_t!'; the notification, 

-13-
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... 1 the local enforcement agency shall revoke the permit. 

• 

• 

• 

2 9. A building constructed after the effective date of 

3 the Iowa building code· shaJ:l no·t be used or occupied until 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

a certificate of occupancy-'has been issued. Upon submission 

of an application for a ·certificate of occupancy to a local 

enforcement agency, a certificate of occupancy-shall be issued, 

if the building to 'which'' the application pertains has been 

constructed in accordance with. the building-permit, 'the Iowa 

buildi~g ~ode, and other·'~ppii~;.'J:Jie l<i;,s_;~nd 6r.d.inances. 

Sec. 13. NEW SECTION • :< RESERVATION OF-; LOCAL ZONING AND 

RELATED POWERS. · ·: -_ 

12 1. Except as· provided by or pursuant· to this Act, land 

13 use zone r'equirements, buiiding setback requirements, side 

14 and rear yard requirements,~- site development;. and property 

15 line requirements are sp'eci:ficall~i and 'entirely reserved to 

16 local government, 

17 2. The COUJ:lCil shall establish clasSi.f:ications Of fire 

18 zones. Local g~vernment~ shall est~lish _precise • boundaries 

19 for fire z'ones' within' ti1eir jurisdictionS:. , •. 

2 o Sec. 1 4 • NEW SECTION; · FEES; 

21 1. . The counCil shall establ:ish, a· schedule:.of· fees for 

22 the functions·~~etformed.J:>y the cbuncil and the coininissioner 

2 3 in co~nection 'with 'the•- administration ·arid eriforceinent of this 

24 Act and publish it in ·t:he Iowa building code. ·The amount 

2 5 of the fees shall be based, to the extent reasonable, ori the 

2 6 cost of per:foriui~g .functions .:underta~en _p_u_r'~ua~t, ;..to t,his Act. 

2 7 2 .. .Each- focal. gc):V:~i-~~er!J; may ·establi~h'•a, schedule of· fees 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

for the f_unctions peri0 rmed by the lo.cal ,ei-if~rcement agency 

in connection 'with ,the e'~fo_i:-'cejnent of th~~ Act: .. 'Local fees 

sha 11 apply .. to sta:tei;..owr\~d:~U.i ~din,gs. and ;_~ta j:.e. coris true tion 

w~t~~_n-. -~~~-:~J::o:<?·a:~::~~j-~~~~~4~.c~.t~.~~l;_.::~·: .. · . ~ ----~· ·"'.:::.:::~~~.:z.::.:.~~ .-;:~ .. · .. _. :: .... 
' .Set:;> js ._ .. _NEW· &:\;:CTIOtr' •.. :APPEALS. _-•- .~-•·· d • -'; ··• • --, ·'' : : ·.'.> ·.. .. ;,' ,,' • o ' ' '_,:··, ~- 00 ,·=-!.>: :•;:·:~ ::"~-~·::: --.~:':' + ~\,;_:::-:~~-:~:;·:~·:.:-~:.,<":''·.·.:.:: o -- •'~- <A « 

.1 •. : The,<c<>unciJ:·.S.ha:~-i' .womptly :near_~:aci:J.d~-4E!C::j;(l_e. _appeals 

br:ough t by a!i.y _.person>or party 'fri~ an l:n_dj,y_iilual capacity, 

or on behalf of a class of. persons or pa_J:'ties, af-fected by 

-14-
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1 any rule or decision pursuant to this Act. Final decisions 

2 by the council are .reviewable on appeal to the district court. 

3 2. Prior to appeal to the council, appeals of decisions 

4 or rulings of a.local.enforcement agency shall be heard by 

5 the appropriate local. appeals board. If there is no local 

6 appeals board fo~. the .. jurisdi~tion, appeals shall be taken 

7 directly . to the ... council. 

8 Sec. 16. NEW SECTION! INJUNCTIVE RELIEF. The commissioner 

9 or the local enforcement. agencies may .obtain injunctive relief 

10 from any court of competent jurisdiction to enjoin the offering 

11 for sale, sale, delivery, use, occupancy, erection, alteration, 

12 or installation of ~ny building covered by this Act, upon 

13 an affidavit specifying the manner,in which the building does 

14 not conform to the requirements of t~is Act or the Iowa 

15 building code. 

16 Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. PENALTIES. 

17 1. A party who fails to comply with the provisions of 

18 this Act or of the s.tate building code within a reasonable 

19 time of notification. of the violation shall be subject to 

20 a fine of not :nore than one hundred dol.lars for each ... offense. 

21 2. A. separate violation is deemed to have occurred with 

22 respect to each. building not in compliance with .. the Act or 

23 the Iowa building code. Each day the .violatio.n continues 

24 co.nstitutes a separate vio.lation. 

25 ·Sec. 1S. Sect;iori one. hundred point one ( 100.1), subsection 

26 four (4), paragraph.d, and. subsection fiv.e (5), Code 1975, 

2 7 are amended to read :as follows: 

2 8 d. 'l'l'le-e±eetl:"~ej'!cir±ft<J-tlftd.-t!e~tt~l'I'JT-:afta,-atieqH~tte Adequate 

29 means· of exit in ·case. of·.fire, from chu:t:ches,, schools, hotels, 

30 theaters, amphithea·t~rs, asylums, h.osp~tals, .health care 

31 facilities .. as ·~$fine(i:i'n sect,io..n -:13SC~·1, cqllege buildings, 

32 lodge halls, public ·.meeting places, and all other structures 

33 in which persons congregate from t.ime to time, whether publicly 

• 

• 

34 or privately owne.d-t. • 

35 5. To. pro.mulgate fire safety regulatio.ns. The state fire 
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marshal shall have exclusive right to promulgate fire safety 

regulations as they apply' tci enforc'ement or' inspection 

requirements by the s·tate"fire marshal, but -such regulations 

shall be promulgated only after public hearing.·· Wherever 

by any statute the. f:lre marshal or the-department of-public 

sa£ety is autnorized' or requ:L.i:ea' to promulgate-;> proclaim; . 

or amend rules: and mird.ml.Uli ·standards regarding f±re hazards 

8 or fire safety· or protection'· in_ any_ .establishment, building. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

or structure, such rules and standards:shall promote and 

enforce fire -safety:; .fiXe.· pr-otection' -and_ the' eliminaj:ion of 

fire hazards- as' the: same' may:' relate to .. the; U_Se?(:· and -ceccupancy 

and-eel'is-e!!'i:le~~el'l · oLsuch;. buildings, es::tabli-;>hments-Gr 

s true t ures • · - 'Plo\e-we'!"a.:, .lf:eens~'l"lle-e-:i:e.f!U:- sl'la;!:%-:;,.!le:ltJ.ae7 -,.J::n:~~-± s 

no-e-:l;:m±~ed-~e;-e%ee~r-:i:ea:l-w-:i:~±l'l~7~~%tJ.mb±l'l~7-l'lea~±n~;-%±~h~~n~, 

'\<en~±±·a-e±en;:...eens~:l.'tlet±ei'i~ifta-eeria±s;- These' r:ules. and standards 

shall relate 'to entrances and ·exits; and: a-ll ·other physical 

conditions of the building· which-.may affect fire hazards, 

safety or protection._ Such_ rules and minimum· standards shall 

be in substantial compl:i:_ance wi-th<the standards of the National 

Fire Protection Associatfbn rel~ting to· fire safety .and fire 

hazards which threaten life as published in ·the national fire 

22 codes. 

2 3 Sec. 19. Section one·-hundred four poi'nt two '( 1-04·. 2) , Code 

24 1975, is amended to .. rea:d-as follows: 

2 5 104.2 SCOPE OF CHAPTER. The provisions of this chap-

2 6 ter shall not apply to~ arq facnity in·s:·t:a_l~ed\-in any single 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

private dwelling residence, to facilifres..·subject to regulation 

under I. D.R. ( 19 7 3 and. supplements) , chatter 2:6·. of the bureau 

of labor rules (regulation 2':! C.F .R. 192.6>ss2):,,·.to manlifts 

subject to regulat-ion un<ler chapter ·ss or to faciHties over 

which an agency of the federal government ;'is .asserting .similar 

enforcement jurisdiction.:Provisions-o:f:tilis~cliapter supersede 

similar provisiCm;;>contairl:ed Ln 'build-ing.' code:~,of this state 

or any subdivision thereof,.· e~cept as provided. in section 

one hundred four point three -(1'()4;:3). of.;the C~de . 

-16-
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1 Sec. 20. Section one hundred four'point three (104.3), 

2 subsection one ( 1) , Code 19 7 5, is amended to read as follows: 

104.3 PROMULGATION OF RULES •. 3 

4 1. The commissioner may adopt rules governing maintenance-; 

5 eefts~r,.e-e;,en;:..e:ite~at-ie!'l7-and-:iofls~dia~-ion-e£-£ae:tiiHes-; 

6 and the inspection and testing of new and 

7 ins_tallations as .. necessary to provide .for 

8 and to protect the public welfare .. 
. - ' ,;, 

existing 

the public safety, 

9 The building code council may; with .the concurrence of 
. . ' 

10 the commissioner,' adopt,. amend or repea 1 rules providing for 

11 construction of new facilities and alteration of existing 

12 facilities. These.rules shall be a part of the state building 

13 code. 

14 

15 

The. commissioner. shall adopt.,. amend, or repeal rules 

pursuant to chaptei::''17A as he deems· necessary for the execution 

16 of his duties under 'this chapter, which .shall include,' but 

not be 

a. 

limited to, _rules providing 

Classifications of types of 

for: 

facilities. 
17 . 

18 

19 

20 

. - f . ,. 

b. Maintenance, ·:·inspection, testing, and operation of 

the various clas.ses' of facilities~ 
21 e"'--€eftst~tle~ieft.;.~--ftew-iae;,H:~:i:es"' 

22 d':'--Ai~eratiofl-e£~e~istiflg-£aeii±~;,es"' 

23 e c. Minimum safety requirements for all existing 

24 facilities. 

2 5 £ d. Control· or-prevention of access to facilities or 

2 6 dormant facilities.- . 

27 9" ~· The reporti:ng of accidents and injuries arising from 

2 8 the use of facilities. 

29 fl. f. The spec-ification of hearing and appeal procedures 

30 used by the co=iss:i:oner. 

31 

32 

Qual:ificat.l,ons for obtaining an inspector's license. 

The.ad~ptf~n-of procedures for the issuance;of 

33 variances. 

34 It i. The alllount of .fees charged and collected for 

35 inspection, permits, and licenses. 

-17-
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1 Sec. 21. Section one hundred thirty-five point eleven 

2 ( 135. 11) , Code 19 75, is amended by ·striking subsections seven 

3 (7) and eight (8). 

4 Sec. 22. Section one hundred thirty ... five D point five 

5 (135D.5), unnumbered paragraph three (3)f Code 1975, is amended 

6 to read as follows : 

7 When the· application is received by the· state department 

• s of health, it shall pr·oniptly .cause the mbbile home park and 

• 

r 

• 

9 appurtenances thereto to be inspected. When such inspection 

10 

11 

12 

and report· has been made and the· s·tate department of health 

finds that all requirements of this cha~ter; -ttl\d such 
. ' . - -

conditions of heal"th and<safety as the state department of 

13 health may require, and the reguirexnents:.of the state building 

14 code have been met· by the applicant,· the~ state department 

15 of health shall forthwith issue such' annual primary license 

16 in the name of the state. 

17 Sec. 23. Section one hundred ·thirty-five !}"point fif-

18 teen ( 135D. 15) , Code 1975, is amended to read as follows: 

19 135D.15 SEASONAL OPERATION. If any applicant for a mobile 

20 home park license desires to operate such"mobile .. home park 

21 only during the months from May 1 ·to October 1, they should 

22 pay only one-half- of the above-mentioned annual license fee, 

23 but should pay the -full'·mon~hly fees .hereinbefore required 

24 for each month of operation. If in the opinion of the state 

25 

26 

27 

department of health the sanitary and facility requirements 

herein contained are too rigid for the mobile home park, it 

may in writing or by regulation, with th.e concurrence of the 

2 B building code council, modify such requirements as 

29 circumstances may permit and require. 

30 Sec. 24. Sections one hundred thirty.;.five point twelve 

31 (135.12), one hundred thirty-five point thirteen (135. 13), 

32 one hundred thirty..:five point fourteen (135.14), and chap-

33 ters one hundred three A (103A) and four hundred thirteen 

34 (413), Code 1975, are repealed • 

35 EXPLANATION 

-18-
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1 This bill ~stablishes a uniform 

2 upon model codes and transfers the 

state building code.based 

building code council and 

3 conunissioner, charged with its promulgation and enforcement, 

4 from the office for planning and progranuning to a department 

5 of building codes. 

6 The building code. will apply to all factory built 

7 structures, mobile home parks, recreational. vehicles, state

S owned buildings and public buildings throughout the state, 

9 and will be appl·icable statewide w_ith .respect to .energy 

10 conservation regulations and to regulations .governing 

11 accessibility for handicapped persons. The code will apply 

12 to all buildings and construction, except farm buildings and 

13 dwellings, in governmental subdivisions which .adopt it. 

14 The bill .also provides for a housing code for new and 

.15 existing dwellings, and transfers the promulgation o.f rules 

· 16 governing plumbing construction, elevator construction, and 

17 fire safety l.n building construction to the building code 

18 department. 

19 A local government which is enforcing a model code may 

20 apply for exemption, and local enforcement agencies which 

21 enforce the state code may propose variations. Injunctive 

22 relief and criminal penalties are provided. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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" SENATE 2 

'. 

'· 

MA:Y 10 I 1976 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE J:'ILE 1207 

S-5706 

1 Amend Senate File 1207, as passed by the Senate 
2 and"reprinted as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking all of lines 9 through 
4 14 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "The cost of conventional housing has risen to 
6 a height that effectively prevents many families 
7 from purchasing homes. This is a serious social 
8 and economic problem. A goal of this Act is to 
9 minimize the cost of acceptable housing, consistent 

10 with the need to maintain the public health and 
11 welfare. Therefore, administration of this Act 
12 will include a continuing imaginative program to 
13 seek out, evaluate and promote new concepts, new 
14 materials and new techniques which show promise 
15 of reducing costs and providing better housing to 
16 the citizens of this state." 
17 2. Page 1, by striking lines 21 and 22 and 
18 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
19 "a. All public buildings constructed by any 
20 political subdivision of the state." 
21 3. Page 1, line 23, by striking the words 
22 "recreational vehicles," and inserting in lieu 
23 thereof the word "including". 
24 4. Page 1, by striking line 34 and inserting in 
25 lieu thereof the words "standards relating to 
26 adequate lighting coupled with efficiency in sources 
27 of light energy shall apply as well". 
28 5. Page 1, by inserting after line 35 the 
29 following new subsection: 
30 ~3. The standards, specifications and requirements 
31 of a housing code promulgated under section eight (B), 
32 subsection one (1), paragraph. g, of this Act shall 
33 apply to every city which, by the last federal 
34 census, had a population of fifteen thousand or 
35 more." 
36 6. By renumbering the remaining subsections of 
37 section 3. 
38 7. Page 2, line 1, by striking the word "The" and 
39 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "Except 
40 for the provisions of section three (3) 1 subsection 
41 two (2), the". 
42 8. Page 2, ,line 9, by inserting after the word 
43 _"The" the words "appropriate divisions of the". 

·44 9. Page 2, line 12, by inserting after the word 
45 "of" the words "one or more divisions of~. 
46 10. Page 2, line 15, by inserting after the word 
4 7 "The" the words "applicable divisions of the". 
48 11. Page 2, by striking lines 23 and 24 and 
49 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
50 "comprises a structure affording facilities 



SFtNATE 3 ·· 
MAY 10, 1976. 

S-5706 
PAGE 2 

1 or· shelter for human use or occupancy. The word". 
2 12. Page 3, line 31, by inserting after the 
3 period the following: "Certification of manu-
4 facturing companies by the department of housing 
5 and urban development, federal housing administra~ 
6 tion, or other accepted inspection agencies shall 
7 qualify "mobile home systems". 
8 Inspection fees shall only be imposed when no 
9 previous inspection has been performed under 

10 "mobile home systems" criteria.• . 
11 '13. PageS, line 12, by striking the word "who" 
12 and inserting in lieu thereof the words •, three 
13 of whom". 
14 il4. PageS, line 14, by inserting after the 
15 word "Act. • the following: 
16 "Two members shall be local building officials 
17 directly responsible for enforcement of the code, 
18 and two members shall represent the general public." 
19 •15. Page 6, lines 19 and 20 by striking the 
20 words "noise insulation and abatement,". 
21 · 16. Page 6, by striking line 24 and inserting 
22 in lieu thereof the words "components and mobile 
23 homes." 
24 17. Page 6, line 32, by inserting after the word 
25 "enforcement." the following: "A state housing 
26 code shall not apply to existing single-family 
27 residences occupied by the owner or the owner's 
28 family." 
29 18. Page 6, line 32, by inserting after the 
30 word "enforcement." the follo\ving: "A housing or 
31 building code shall not prohibit a person or family 
32 from using their own personal labor to build, equip 
33 or modify a single-family residence for their mvn 
34 use. This provision shall not abrogate any rights 
35 of a political subdivision to inspect the premises 
36 and regulate the use of such personal labor to 
37 build, equip or modify a single-family residence for 
38 their own use." 
39 19. Page 7, line 5, by inserting after the word 
40 "handicapped." the following: 
41 "Rules adopted to implement this paragraph shall 
42 recognize the need for a reasonable balance between 
43 benefits to the handicapped and the cost of achieving 
44 these benefits, and shall permit individual cases 
45 to be decided on their merits." 
46 20. Page 7, by adding after line 8 the following 
47 new subparagraph: 
48 "1. Policy relating to maintenance and re-
49 storation of buildings of historic interest. This 
50 policy shall permit great latitude in design, 

•. 
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MAY 10, 1976 

s-5706 
PAGE 3 

l materials, and techniques to insure historic 
2 authenticity." 
3 21, By renumbering the remaining subparagraph. 
4 22. Page 7, line 10 1 by striking both of the 
5 words "shall" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
6 'w9rds -·"may".· 
7 • 23. Page 7, line 16, by striking the words 
8 "nationally recognizee" and inserting in lieu 
9 thereof the words •national and state". 

10 24, Page 7, line 22, by inserting after the 
11 word "techniques,M the word "trades~. 
12 25, Page 7 1 line 22, by striking the word "and" 
13 and im;erting in lieu thereof the "ord "or". 
14 · 26. Page 8, by striking lines 27 and 28 and 
15 inserting in lieu thereof the words "permits for 
16 building construction and occupancy permits." 
17 27. Page 9 1 by inserting after line 26 the 
18 following: 
19 •s. The building code commissioner shall 
20 immediately notify all local governments of revisions 
21 adopted as part of the state building code. Unless 
22 the local government files a request for local 
23 variation with respect to these revisions within 
24 ninety days of the date of notification by the 
25 commissioner, the local government shall be held 
26 responsible for enforcing the revisions so adopted," 
27 28. Page 10, line 10, by inserting after the 
28 word "techniques,• the word "t~ades•. 
29 29. Page 12, line 20, by striking the words 
30 "If a local" and lines 21 through 25. 
31 30. Page 13, line 32, by inserting after the 
32 word •code,• the following: "to the extent that 
33 it is hazardous to life or property,•. 
34 31. Page 13, line 34, by inserting after the 
35 word "code,• the following: "to the extent that 
36 it will no longer be hazardous to life or property,". 
37 32. Page 14, by inserting after line 9 the 
38 foLlowing new subsections: 

· 39 "10. Where the housing code provisions of this 
40 Act are applicable, no existing rented or leased 
41 · dwelling shall be occupied in whole or in part until 
42 the issuance of a certificate of occupancy by the 
43 local ·enforcement agency indicating that such 
_44 . dwelling conforms to the provisions of section eight 
45··· (B), ·subsection one (1), paragraph g, of this Act 
46 or .applicable local ordinance, The requirements of 
47 t~is section shall be satisfied by an existing 
48 certificate of occupancy. 
49 11. If any dwelling occupied in whole or in part 
so is in violation of subsection ten (10) of this section, 

: 
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''~ · · · 1 ~ 'no rent shall be recoverable by the owner or 
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· ' ·2 ·lessee of such premises for the period of unlawful 
3 occupation, and no action or special proceeding 
4 shall be maintained therefor or for possession 
5 of the premises for nonpayment of rent, and the 
6 .premises shall be deemed unfit for human habitation 
7 1and an order to vacate may be issued. Nothing in 
8 ·this·section shall be construed to prohibit 
9 termination of tenancy pursuant to section five 

io hundred sixty-two point four (562.4} of the Code.• 
11 33. Page 14, line 26, by adding after the 
12 word "Act.• the words •such fees shall be deposited 

· 13 in the .state general fund. • 
' 14 · 34 •. Page 14, line 31, by inserting after the 
15 word "jurisdiction• the following: "unless 
16 inspected by the state pursuant to section twelve 
17 (12}, subsection one (1} of this Act". 
18 35. Page 14, line 31, by adding after the word 
19 • jurisdiction. • the words "Such fees shall be de-
20 posited in the local government's general fund." 
21 36. Page 15, by striking lines 8 through 15 and 
22 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
23 "Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. INJUNCTIVE RELIEF •. The 
24 commissioner or the local enforcement agencies may 
25 obtain injunctive relief fro~ any court of competent 
26 jurisdiction to enjoin the occupancy other than 
27 owner-occupancy, erection, alteration, or installation 
28 of any building covered by this Act, or to enjoin 
29 the offering for sale, sale, delivery, use, occupancy, 
30 erection, alteration, or installation of any factory 
31 built structure covered by this Act, upon an 
32 affidavit specifying the manner in which the building 
33 does not conform to the require~ents of this Act or 
34 the Iowa building code.• 
35 37. Page 15, line 20, by striking the "ord •one" 
36 ·and inserting in lieu thereof the word "five". 
37 · 38. Page 15, line 23, by striking the words "Each 
38 day the violation continues" and line 24. 
39 . 39. Page 18, by striking lines 4 through 29. 
40 40. Page 18, line 32, by inserting after the 
41 ~1gures "(135.14}," the words and figures •one hundred 
42 thirty-five point fifteen (135.15),". 
43 41. Page 18, line 34, by striking the period and 
44 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
45 "effective on the date that the state building 
46. code developed under the provisions of this Act 
47 becomes effective.• 

. 48 42. : Page 18, by inserting after line 34 the 
''''-'""'"~5'l.J9,'i".f<>"l4:~ri:ng:ynew,::section:,-. , ._., 

f~:IL2¥!~~iGl~~~~:~X!~c~~~~~s~~~~~~d-~~-~-~~~e::t~~:\~,~ 
.:=.':::·•);if.,l,~''~e,.~''jf~~-~.0:~)! -~e. 1975, >.~.·.amended. by adding .the :v';-!:! 

.2L:'·;;::"'-:::..i"'t".f:.9..ll'olf>.nq :new .. subs!'Ct.i.~: . , ·.· · > . : .. :.:;: ·:;,: . :·:':'.: 
3 NEW SUBSECTION. IMPROVEMENTS TO REi.L PROPERTY. . 

'-~ 

4 In no-event shall any action arising out of the 
s· unsafe or defective condition of an improvement to 
6 real property, whether in contract or tort, and · 
7 :~o~nd~d on injury to property, real or personal, or 
8 >.nJUr>.es to the person or wrongful death, be brought 
9 more than ten years after the date on which occurred 

10 the act.or omission of the defendant alleged in. 
11 the act>.on to have been the cause of the injury or 

death complained of." 

S-5706 FILED 
/1?/1'1 7, I 9 7 t: 

-.-:· -::-· .. 
· •. T. 

··~:..-~ 
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SENATE FILE 1207 

Amend Senate File 1207 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by inserting after line 28 the following 

lettered paragraph: 
• • The construction of all sewer systems and 

the review of the necessary plans and specifications 
pertaining to such construction in each governmental 
subdivision of the state." 

2. Page 2, by inserting after line 18 the following 
unnumbereu paragraph: 

•The rules adopted which directly pertain to the 
construction of sewer systems and the review of plans 
and specifications for such construction shall be 
known as the Iowa Standards for Sewage systems and 
shall be applicable in each governmental subdivision 
of the state notwithstanding section nine (9) of this 
Act.• 

3. Page 2, by inserting after line 34 the following 
subsection: 

• • "Disposal System" means a system for disposing 
of sewage, industrial waste, and other wastes and 
includes sewer systems, treatment works, and dispersal 
systems." 

4. Page 3, line 6, by inserting after the word 
"buildings" the words "and sewers". 

5. Page 3, line 14, by inserting after the word 
"buildings" the words "and sewers". 

6. Page 3, by inserting after line 34 the following 
subsections : 

" "Sewer System" means pipelines or conduits, 
pumping stations, force mains, and all other 
construction, devices, and appliances appurtenant 
thereto used for conducting sewage or industrial waste 
or other wastes to the point of ultimate disposal. 

"Sewer Extensions" means pipelines or conduits 
constituting lateral sewers or trunk sewers or 
interceptor sewers of a size smaller than a twenty
four inch diameter used for conducting sewage or 
industrial waste or other wastes to a larger 
interceptor sewer and eventually to a point of ultimate 
disposal. 

"Treatment Works" means any plant, disposal 
field, lagoon, holding or flow-regulating basin, 
p~ping station, or other works installed for the 
purpose of treating, stabilizing, or disposing of 
sewage, industrial waste, or other wastes." 

7. Page 7, by inserting after line 33 the following 
subsection: 

• __ • The council shall formulate and adopt specific 
and detailed statewide standards for review of plans 
and specifications and the construction of waste water 
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r 
disposal systems and parts and extensions of such 
systems not later than October 1, 1977. The standurds 
shall be based on criteria contained in the 
"Recommended Standards for se,..rage Works" (Ten States 
Sta:1dards) as adopted by the Great Lak.;,s-Upper 
Mississippi River board of state sanitary engineers, 
design manuals published by the council, applicable 
federal guidelines and standards, standard textbooks, 
current technical literature, and applicable safety 
standards." 

S. Page 8, line 2, by inserting after the number 
11 (4 13)" the words "and four hundred fifty-five B 
(455B)". 

9. Page 8, line 4, by inserting aft~r the word 
"notice" the words ''in accordance with ciillpter 
seventeen A ( 17A) of the Code". 

10. Page 8, by inserting after line 18 the 
follo~1ing lettered paragraph: 

11 Conduct random inspections of work done by 
locar-enforcement agencies and local public works 
departments to ensure such local agencies are complying 
with this 1\ct. !f a county or city agency is not 
com:_;>lying with this section in reviewing plans and 
specificatiO!'lS or in grantir..g permits o~ both, the 
department shall perform these functions in tl1at 
jurisdiction until the local agency is able to perform 
them •• , 

11. Page 12, by inserting after line 13 the 
followL~g subsection: 

" Beginning as soon as the council has 
formulated and adopted sewer standards pursuant to 
section eight (8) of this Act, plans and specifications 
for sewer e::-:tensions shall be submitted to the city 
or county public works depar.tment for approval if 
the local public works department has a registered 
e.>gir,eer who reviews the plans and specif.icu.tions 
usi~g t!1e specific 5tatcwide stnndarcis contain~d in 
the Iowa sta~darcls for sewage systems. The local 
agency shall iss~e a written oermit to con~truct if 
the s\.il!:o\itted pla:1s and specifications meet tnese 
standards. However, no permit shall be required for 
any new disposal system or extension or addition to 
any existing disposal system that receives only 
domestic or sanitary sewage from " buildi.ng or house 
ocGupied by fifteen persons or less. 

If it is necessary or desi~a0le to make material 
changes in $Uch plans or specification!~, revi~cd plallS 
or specifications togctl1cr witl1 reasons for the 
proposed chan<;es must be submitted to the city or 
county public works dcpartmen t for a sUH>lcJ:ten t.nl 

L 
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written permit. City and county public works 
departments that meet the requi.rements of this section 
must notify the council of this fact and of the fact 
that they will be reviewing plans and specifications 
for sewer extensions and will be issuing permits for 
construction. 

Local public works departments which are reviewing 
plans and specifications and issuing permits must 
sub~it semiannual reports to the executive director 
of the department of enviromental quality relating 
to such matters as capacity of the local treatment 
plant due to any new sewer extensions or changes in 
the sewer system, 

In governmental subdivisions which do not meet 
the requirements of this section, enforcement of the 
Iowa standards for sewage systems shall be provided 
by the council. The council shall submit semiannual 
reports to the executive director of the department 
of environmental quality relating to sue>, matters 
as the capacity of local treatment works." 

12. Page 17, by inserting after line 30 the 
following new sections: 

"sec. Section four hundred fifty-five B point 
thirty (455B.30), Code 1975, is amended by adding 
the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. "Sewer Extensions" means pipelines 
or conduits constituting lateral sewers or trunk 
sewers or interceptor sewers of a size smaller than 
a twenty-four inch diameter used for conducting se\·rage 
or industrial waste or other wastes to a larger 
interceptor sewer and eventually to a point of ultimate 
disposal. 

Sec. Section four h~~dred fifty-five B point 
thirty-three (455B.33), subsection t;vo (2), Code 1975, 
is amended to read as follows: 

2. Approve or disapprove of plans und 
specifications for disposal systems or any p.:!rt thereof 
except those sewer extensions that comply with the 
Iowa stll::Jur<ls for sewer syst~:-as ancl ~u.-c subjc~ct to 
review a;<e:i approval by applicable local agencies O!: 
the Iowa building code council. 

Sec. Section four hundred fifty-five B point 
forty-five (455~.45), subsection one (1), Code 1975, 
is amended to read as follows: 

1. The construction, installation, or modification 
of any disposal system or part thereof or any extension 
or addition there!:.o e>:cent those: 5Cwer ext en sionr:: 
that co~ply with the I ow~ st,-::ldarcl!:> for __ sc;\vC":r sys~c~ 
and ilrc ,o;ui;)j~ct to review an<.i approvaJ. __ ~--~tplicablc 
local aacn~ies or th~ lowa building code council .. 

L 
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FILED _ 'I~ '1/M.(~t'IJj'>Y HA H-6299 
---· ....... 1Q..7ll_ ... __ 

- -- - ---·~~-

H-6361 

1 Amend Senate File 1207, as passed by the 
2 Senate and reprinted, as follows: 
3 Page 18 by striking lines 4 through 29. 

li-6361 FILED- a_~'//.<,;, BY WOODS of Polk 
APRIL 21, 1976 (;,,c.z) MILLER of Buchanan 

H-6365 

1 4mend Senate Pile 1207, as amended, passea 
2 and reprinted by the Senate, as 1'ollows: 
3 1. Page 6,• line Jl, by striking the words 
4 "and existing" • 

. H-6365 FILED· *"~. '~/-<~ BY EVANS of Grundy 
APRIL 21, 1976 Ot'~~J 

H-6379 

l Amend Senate Yile 1207, as passed by t~e 
2 Senate and reprinted as follows: 
3 l. Page '--'• line 32, by inse:·tir.g aftt>r tne 
4 word ,enforce,'hene." the following: "A state 
5 nousing code snall not apoly to existing single-
6 family residences occupied by the owner or the 
7 owner's family." 

H-6379 FILED- 4~R 9Y.,q:/i,.,.JBY EVANS of Grundy APRIL 22, 1976 

H-6380 

1 Amend Senate File 1207, as amended, passed 
2 and reprinted by the Senate, as 1'ollows: 
3 l. Page 7, line 5, by inserting at'ter the 
4 word "handicapped." the following: 
5 "Rules adopted to implement this paragraph 
6 shall recognize the need for a reasonable balance 
7 between benefits to the handicapped and the cost 
8 of achieving these benefits, and shall permit 
9 individual cases to be decided on their merits." 

i-!-6380 FILED-~ "'~" BY EVANS of Grundy APRIL 22, 1976 << ~·o; 

.' 
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Amend Senate File 1207 as passed and reprinted by 
the Senate as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 23, by striking the words 
"recreational vehicles," and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word "including". 

2. Page 1, by striking line 34 and inserting in 
lieu thereof the words "Standards relating to adequate 
lighting coupled with efficiency in sources of light 
energy shall apply as well". 

3. Page 1, by inserting after line 35 the following 
new subsection: 

"3. The st.andards, specifications and requiremen'c.s 
of a housing code promulgated under section eight (8), 
subsection one (1), paragraph g,of this Act shall apply 
to every cit~ which, by the last federal census, had a 
population of fifteen thousand or more.'' 

4. By renumbering the remaining sub~ections of 
section 3. 

5. Page 2, line 1, by 
inserting in lieu thereof 
the provisions of section 

6. Page 2, line 2, by 
"buildings" the words "on 
or more 11

• 

striking the word "The" and 
the following: ''Except for 
three (3), subsect1on two (2) 
inserting after the \-Jord 
tract.s of land of forty acres 

7. Page 2, line 4, cy inserting after the words 
11 nor to" the words 11 0wner-occupiGd 11

• 

8. Page 2, line 9, by inserting after the word 
'~he" the words "appropriate divisions of the". 

9. Page 2, line 12, by inserting after the word 
''of'' the words ''one or more divisions of''. 

10. Page 2, line 15, by inserting a:ter the word 
.. The" the words 11 applicable divisions o~ the". 

11. Page 5, line 12, by striking the word "who" 
and inserting in lieu L~ereof the worC.s '' three of. 

' whom 11
• 

12. Page 5, line 14, by inserting after the word 
"Act." the following: 

"Two me::-.be1:"s shall be local building of~.1..c.i.al.s 
directly responsible for enforcement o:: the cod~, anC 
two members shall represent the genera: ?u;;::..ic." 

13. PagP. 6, by striking line 24 and inserting 
in lieu thereof the words "components and mobile homes." 

14. Page 7, line 22, by inserting after the word 
"techniques," the word "trades". 

15. Page 9, by inserting after line 26 the 
following: 

, the". 

"5. The building code commissioner shall immediately 
notify all local governments of revisions adopted as 
part of the state building code. Unless the local 
government files a request for local variation with 
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respect to these revisions within ninety days of 
the date of notification by the commissioner, the 
local government shall be held responsible for enforci~g 
the revisions so adopted." 

16. Page 10, line 10, by inserting after the word 
"techniques," the word "trades". 

17. Page 12, line 20, by striking the words "If a 
1 oc a 1" and 1 i nes 21 through._......_"'--:,-----::---,----:--:----:---:--:--,-~-----

18. Page 14, by inserting after line 9 the follo,ving (3. c<.cJ..-,J. 
new subsections: . > A 

"10. Where the housing code provisions of this Act 
are applicable, no existing rented or leased dwel:ing 
shall be oc~upi~d in whole or in part until the ~ssuance 
of a certificate of occupancy by the local enforcemen~ 
agency indicating that such dwelling conforms to ~he 
provisions of section eight (S), subsection one (l), 
paragraph g, of this Act or applicable local ordinance. 

11. If any dwelling occupied in whole or in part ~s 
in violation of subsection ten (10) of this section, no 
rent shall be recoverable by the owner or lessee of such 
premises for the period of unlawful occupation, and no 
action or special proceeding shall be maintai~ed tl1ere
for or for possess~on o~ the premises for nonpay~o~t o~ 
rent, and the prem~ses shall be deemed un~it for human 
habitation and an order to vacate may be issued." 

19. Page 14, line 31, by inserting after ~he word 
"jurisdiction'' the ~ollowing: ''unless inspected by the 
state pursuant to section twelve (12), subsectio~ one 
(1) of this Act". 

20. Page 15, by striking lines 8 through lS a~d 
inserting in lieu thereof the followi~g: 

''Sec. 16. NEW SECTIO~. INJU~C~IVE RE~IEF. ~~1e 
commissioner or the local enforceme~t age~cies may 
obtai~ injunctive relief from a~y cou~~ o: cc~?C~~~~ 
jurisdiction to enjoin the occupa~cy othc= t~:~~ c~;~c~
occupancy, ~rcction, alteratio~, or installat~ot~ o~ J~Y 
building covcrad by this Act, or to enjoi~ the cJf:7 ~:r1n0 
for sale, sale, delivery, use, occupancy, erc:ctio:":, 
altcrat.io:1, or installation of: any :acto::-~~ bu.:.lt. s:.:.r·.!:~·:·.· ... :>.· 
c0vered by this Ac~, upon an affidavi~ spccif~·ing t~c 
manner in which the building doe5 r.ot confo~~ tc the 
requirements of this Act or the Iowa buildina code." 

21. Page 15, linG 20, by-striking the word "one" 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word ''five''. 

22. Page 15, line 23, by striking the words ''Each 

e:r_ ,;,...; ,..c ..,;-;_ 
"( :~nr.) 

day the viol a t.i on continues " a.~n~d~~l.:;:i.:.n~e:.._;:.2~4..,:·--,==.-;;-;::=::-:-~..----=-------
23. Page 18, line 21, by striking the word "should" [. 

and inserting in lieu thereof the word "shall". 
24. Page 18, line 22, by striking the comma and 

inserting in lieu thereof ~ period~---------------=~------~-----------
! 

25. Page 18, by striking line 23 and the words 
"for each month of operation." in_line 24. . 

26. Page 18, line 32, by inserting after the f1gures~ 
"(135.14)," the words and figures "one hundred thirty-

5 five point fifteen (135.15),••. 
H·6191 FILED-6-'.-.J-c-f~JW COM:-1ITTEE OJ\ CITIES 
APRIL 7, 1976.Lv<-C(-~~RI1\AS of Linn, Chair 

<C..3~i '-!/.?~ ,,Z.:>o .1) 



H-6002 1 Aroend Senate F~Le 1207 as amended, passed and 

after the word 
deposited in the 

2 reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 14, line 26, by adding 
4 "Act." the words "Such fees shall be 
5 state general fund.". 
6 2. Page 14, line 31, by adding after the word 
7 "jurisdiction." the words "Such fees shall be depos-
8 ited in the loc?l government's general fund.". 

H-6002 FILED- ~~ BY RI~AS of Linn 
MARCH 2 S, 19 76 ~'-'"- : .•.::::: .2} 

H-6108 
1 Amend Senate File 1207 as passed and re-
2 printed by the Senate as follows: 
3 Page 18 by striking lines 19 through 29 
4 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "135D.l5 SEASONAL OPERATION. If any appli-
6 cant for a mobile home park license desires to 
7 operate such mobile home park only during the 
8 months from May 1 to October l, they should pay 
9 only one-half of the above-mentioned annual li-

10 cense fee, but should pay the full monthly fee~ 
11 hereinbefore required for each month of operat~on. 
12 If in the opinion of the state department of health 
13 the sanitary efte feei~ity requirements herein con-
14 tained are too rigid for the mobile home park, it 
15 may in writing or by requlation, with the eene~r-
16 enee e£ tfte b~i%aing eeee ee~neii, modify such 
17 requirements as circumstances may permit and re~ 
18 quire. " . . '-"" 

H-6108 FILED.t".....C:•t.-e:;fc:--_,~ 1 BY WELDEN of Hardin 
APRIL l, 1976~, " 

H-6109 
l Amend Senate File 1207 as passed and re-
2 printed by the Senate as follows: 
3 Page 18 by striking lines 7 through 16 and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "When the application is received by the 
6 state department of health, it shall promptly 
7 cause the_mobile home park and appurtenances there
a to to be 1nspected. When such inspection and re-
9 port has been made and the state department of 

10 health finds that all requirements of this chapter, 
11 ene such conditions of health afte sefe~y as the -
12 state department of health may require, and the re-
13 quirements of the state building code have been 
14 met by the applicant, the ~tate department o! 
15 health shall forthwith issue such annual primary 
16 license in the name of the state. • 

H-6109 FILED - &:;....._... -f' (Y'.....,e.wBY WELDEN of Hardin 
APRIL 1, 1976 ~~+f#;;:(.,.;c>Jl 
H-6111 

! Amend Senate File 1207 as passed and re-
2 printed by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 6 by striking line 35. 
4 2. Page 7 by striking lines 1 and 2. 

H-6111 FILED.~~ "'l.:~r.. BY WELDEN of Hardin 
APRIL 1, 1976 Cu~o; 



H-6110 

l . Amend Senate File 1207 as passed and re-
2 pr1nted by the Senate as follows: 
3 . P~ge ~8, ~ine 34 by striking the period and 
4 1nsert1ng 1n l1eu thereof the following· 
5 "effective on the date that the st~te build-
6 ing code developed under the provisions of this 
7 Act becomes effective.• 

H-6110 FILED- Y-v~ 'f/-"G BY lvaDEN of"Hardin 
APRIL 1, 1976 : i" .<'.zos; 

H· 6112 
l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

Amend Senate File 1207 as passed and re-
printed by the Senate a~s~f~o~l~l~o~w~s~:~~~~~~~--~~~~~~ 

1. Page 1 by striking lines 21 and 22 and A- c.~ "'"L• 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: ( ~ "<; 

"a. All public buildings constructed by any 
political subdivision o~f~t;h~e~s~t4aMt~e~·~·:·~-~~wo~~.:~~~~~ 2. Page 1 by striking "in line.27 die word ,.;.7f.='·• ~""'J 
"and" and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
"of". 

3. Page 1 by striking lines 34 and 
H-6112 FILED 
APRIL 1, 1976 

BY WELDEN of Hardin 

H-6163 
l Amend Senate File 1207 as passed and re-
2 printed by the Senate as follows: 
3 Page 2 by striking lines 23 and 24 and in-
4 serting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "comprises a structure affording facilities 
6 or shelter for human use or occupancy. The word". 

H·bl63 HLED- t<.~'"-1-<i.. BY WFLilE~ of ll.:HJin 
APRIL 6, 1976 ..S-~o (0:'~.,) EVA:-iS of Grundy 

WYCKOFF of Benton 
H-6164 

1 Amend Senate File 1207, as passed by the Senate 
2 and reprinted, as follows: 
3 1. Page 18, by inserting after line 34 the 
4 following new section: 
S "Sec. • Section six hundred fourteen point 
6 one (614.rr;-code 1975, is amended by adding the 
7 following new subsection: 
8 NEW SUBSECTION. IMPROVEMENTS TO REAL PROPERTY. 
9 In no event shall any action arising out of the 

10 unsafe or defective condition of an improvement 
11 to real property, whether in contract or tort, 
12 and founded on injury to property, real or per-
13 sonal, or injuries to the person or wrongful 
14 death, be brought more than ten years after the 
15 date on which occurred the act or omission of the 
16 defendant alleged in the action to have been the 
17 cause of the injury or death complained of." 

H-6164 HUU-~-~ llY I!AHl-'ER of Davis 
APRIL 6, 1976 t;:~ ;1~.-:(••c.JfTAUKE of Dubuq~tc 
~ ~~ .......J. c, 16,; GDITLEMAt-i of Po 1 k 
~~ 'i'/..z~ 7o./'d(if . .:t.2.o+) NIELSEN of Polk 

EVANS of Grundv 
BROCKETT of Marshall 



( 

s 
c 

4 

H-~ 165 
Amend senate File 1207 as passed and re-

2 printed by the Senate as follows: h 
32 3 Page 6 by striking lines 30 throug · 

H- 6 165 FILED_ """"..,........ "O:·-f-< BY WELOEI\ of Hardin . 
APRIL 6, 1976 (~·••; SCHROEDER of Pottawattamlc 

EVANS of Grundy 

H-61ti6 
l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

DEN HERDER of Sioux 
WYCKOFF of Renton 
~!IDDI.ESWAHT of Warre-n 
MTI.LEN of Van Rurcn 
TOfTE of Winneshiek 
KOOGLER of Mahaska 

Amend Senate File 1207 as passed and re
printed by the Senate as follows: 

1. Page 6, line 12 by striking "publish, 
administer, and enforce the rules" and insert
ing in lieu thereof the following: 

"publish and administer the rules and enforce 
the rules for all factory built structures, all 
mobile homes in mobile home parks located in 
political subdivisions which have not adopted 
a building code, and buildings constructed on 
state land when requested by the state agency 
having ju-risidiction." 

2. Page 6 by striking line 16. 

H-6166 

3. Page 6, lines 19 and 20 by striking the 
words "noise insulation and abatement,". 

fiLED HY WELDEN o1· llara1n 
APRIL 6, 1976/ . EVANS of Grundy 

A- 0(~__.;- -<+- "" + . .;~ (.2•99/ WYCKOFF of Benton 
t3 -;r....,d.d..""""'"""' •. MILLEN of Van Buren 

(/.-r;,·~_J '5:.:;• ( _., 7'->) TOFTE of Winneshiek 
-~ ~-~2 4 '-""" ,- KOOGLER of Mahaska 

H-6228 

1 - Amend the Committee amendment H-619r-to 
2 Senate File 1207 as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 22 through 26. 
H-6228 FILED-4~ <:.->--<> BY HUSAK of Tama 
APRIL 8, 1976 '>'/_....; ( J/791 MILLER of Cerro Gordo '1'\.-"' 

CRABB of Crawford " 

H-6231 
1 Amend Senate File 1207, as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 7, line 22, by striking the word "and" 
q and inserting in lieu thereof the word "or". 

11·62~1 riLED- cf.~ 9/..u. BY COMMTTTF.E ON CITIES 
fll'llfl. H, l!l7h (.:1 2 o•) RINAS of Linn, Chair 

·--SENATE FILE -1207 ·-

H-6287 
1 Amend the Evans amendment H-6168 to page 1 
2 of Senate File 1207 as passed by the Senate and 
3 reprinted as follows: 
4 1. Line 4, by striking the figure "17" and 
5 inserting in lieu thereof the figure "14". 

H- 6287 I'ILED- tfd.t'l';..~ i/,;..; BY EVANS of Grundy 
APRIL 14, 1976 

.:c.~("''·) 
~ -;</..,~(.:u.c >) 



j3 

H-6168 
1 Amend Senate File 1207, as passed by the 
2 Senate and reprinted as follows·: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking all of lines 9 through 
4 17 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "The cost of conventional housing has risen 
6 to a height that effectively prevents many families 
7 from purchasing homes. This is a serious social 
8 and economic problem. A goal of this Act is to 
9 minimize the cost of acceptable housing, consistent 

10 with the need to maintain the public health and 
11 welfare. Therefore, administration of this Act 
12 will include a continuing imaginative program to 
13 seek out, evaluate and promote new concepts, new 
14 materials and new techniques which show promise of 
15 reducing costs and providing better housing to the 
16 citizens of this state." 
17 2. Page 8, line 19, by adding the following 
18 new subparagraph: 
19 nf. Make a continual study to seek out, 
20 evaluate and promote new concepts, new materials 
21 and new techniques which show promise of reducing 
22 costs and providing better housing to the citizens 
23 of this state." 

;·,·-o· .1~8 F!L".·" BY EVA'"S f G • u '-'' · '' o runay . -~ (f _,, 7 c.) 
APRIL 6, 1976 A-.:<.~--..---~--"'--.;..' A-r ~.-.?7 "'/->.< ~-wA-Zt:: ~ 

H-6381 

1 AMend a~endment H-6191 to Senate File 1207, as 
2 amended, passed and reprinted by the Senate, as 
3 follows: 
q 1. Page 2, line 17, by inserting Rfter the word 
5 "orcl ina:1ce." the following: "The requirenents of 
(, this section shall be satisfied by nn existing 
., certificate of occunancv." 
8 2. Page 2, line' 25,-by inserting after the wor~ 
9 "issued." the following: "Nothin<; i:1 this section 

10 shall be construed to prohibit tcr~ination of tenancy 
11 pursuant to section five hundred sixty-two point four 
12 (562.1;) of the Code." 

H-6381 FILED- ad.,..:t:.l i 1.:>.3 BY RINAS of Linn 
APRIL 22, 1976 (~;Fe) 

H-6382 
1 Amend amendment H-6108 to Senate File 1207, as 
2 amended, passed and reprinted by. the Senate, as 
3 follows: 
4 1. Page 1, line 10, by striking the words "fee, 
5 but should pay the full monthly fees" and inserting 
6 in lieu thereof the word "fee." 
"I 2. Page 1, by striking line 11. 

l!-fd82 I'JLEIJ -lY....J--( ~ OY RINI\S of L.inn 
/\PHIL 22, 1976 ~~(. ) 

~ ~ 3' 1 :1-J-<o ( ..::r.:;:o.3 



n-6383 
1 Amend senate File 1207 as follows: 
2 1. Page 13, line 32, by inserting after 
3 the word "code," the following: " to the extent 
4 that it is hazardous to life or property,". 
5 2. Page 13, line 34, by inserting after 
6 the word "code," the following: "to the extent 
7 that it will no longer be hazardous to life or 
8 property, " • 

I-6383 ["ILED-__ ,;{~ .;t~"',.-z.l'J~l ~RO(:~F.:T:: '?f Marshall 

H-6386 
l Amend Senate File 1207, as amended, passed 

and reprinted by the Sena~t~e~a~s~f~o~l~l~o~w~s~:~~--~----------------------~ 2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

1. Page 7, line 10-, by striking both of 
the words "shall" and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words "may". 

A 

2. Page 7, line 16, by striking the words 
"nationally recognized" and inserting in lieu 
thereof the words "nationa!l~a~n~d~s~t~a~t~e~"~---~~~----~----------------

3. Page 8, by striking lines 27 and 28 13 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words "permits 
for building construction and occupancy permits." 

H-6386 FILED-~ '/-,/;;(. BY BROCKETT of Marshall 
APRIL 22, 1976 (jL.::.:iol} EVJI.NS of Grundy 

H- 6 387 
1 Amend Senate File 1207 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 32 by striking the word 
3 "apply" and all of line 33 and inserting in lieu 
4 thereof the following: 
s "be made available to anyone involved in 
6 construction or reconstruction of buildings 
7 throughout the state". 

ll-6387 FILED- i(".....;..<~/.:~r,. (.;,~yJBY lvELDEN of Hardin 
- - ~ -- -- .. ,.. ...., - U• . 4/ '1 

SENATE FILE 1201 

H-6389 
1 Amend Senate File 1207 as passed and reprint-
2 ed by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 7, by atlding after line 8 the following 
4 new subparagraph: 
5 "1. Policy relating to maintenance and re-
6 storation of buildings of historic interest. This 
7 policy shall permit great latitud~ in design, ma-
S terials, and techniques to insure historic authenti-
9 city." 

10 2. By renumbering the remaining subparagraph. 
H-6389 FILED-~i/"~ BY EVANS of Grundy 

____ AP_RIL 22, l9_1~.g-~·~ ____ BROCKETT of Marshall 
. SENATE FILE i20_?_ 

H-6390 
'·---

1 Amend Senate File 1207 as follows: --------------
2 1. Page 12, by. striking lines 18 through- 25·.:----~- __ --
3 _2. By renumber~ng the remaining sub-
4 sect~ons. · 

H-6390 FILED- 11-~-' '~4• BY WELDEN of Hardin 
APRIL 22, 1976 (!-~2o~) 



H-6396 
l Ama11d Senate File l2b7, dS passed by the 
2 Senate and reprinted, as follows: 
J l. Pag<! 6, lin<:! 32, by inserting aft..:~r the 
4 "urd .. ,,nfo1:cerr.ent." the fclJ.owing: "A housing 
•·. cede sh.:tll nGt prohibit a pr..::-son or family f1·om 
<) U!J1rHJ their Oh'll personal lator to b\1ild, <'f1Uip or 
7 modify n singlc•-fami ly rcsi,1ence for their O\,'ll 

R \l$e." 
ll-6396 FILED-~~ <l/2~ BY 
APRIL 23, 1976 (~Ho) 

EVANS of Grundy 
WEST of Marshall 

·H-6397 
1 Amend Senate File 1207, as amended, passed and 

reprinted by the senate, as follows: 

A 

:.; 

A 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1. Page 7, by inserting after line 34 the 
following unnumbered paragraph: 

•In proposing and adopting energy conservation 
standards and requirements, the standards and 
requirements adopted by the council shall not 
be more stringent than that required by, or a 

9 provided in, federal law. 
H-6397 FILED-£.,....... ~/.:1~(-"-'c>)BY BENNETT of Ida 
APRIL 23, 1976 :>J.</r. 

H-6401 
1 Amend Senate File 1207 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 28, by striking the words 
3 "a building code" and inserting in lieu thereof 
4 the words "the provisions of this Act". 
5 2. Page 2, by striking lines 1 through 8. 
6 3. Page 9, by striking lines 27 through 35. 
7 4. Page 10, by striking lines 1 through 35. 
a 5. Page 11, by striking lines 1 through 13. 
9 6. Page 11, by striking line 31 and inserting 

10 in lieu thereof the following: "1. In areas where 
11 the state building code is in effect and local 
12 enforcement agencies have". 

H-6401 FILEDA-/.-<- __ ;_ . B\: BITTLE of Polk 
APRIL 26, 1976 $_-Y~ 4 1.;-. {.u·P) 

H-6403 
1 Amend Senate File 1207, as passed by the 
2 Senate and reprinted, as follows: 
3 1. Page 6, line 32, by inserting after the 

4 word "enforcement." the following: "A housing 

5 or building code shall not prohibit a person or 

6 family from using their own personal labor to build, 

7 equip or modify a single-family residence for their 

8 own use. This provision shall not abrogate any 
q rights of a political subdivision to inspect the 

10 
premises and regulate the use of such pe!'-~~al labor 

11 
to build, equip or modify ~ ~lngle-tamily residence 

12 for their own '~:.:. • ... · 

H- 6 ij 0 3 P !LED -t<~ '1~, (.: ~-JW 
1\PRIL 26, 1976 

EVANS of Grundy 
WEST of Marshall 



H-6405 
·1 Amend amenament H-6166, to page 6 of Senate 
2 l'ile 1207, as follows: 

1. Page l, line 7, by inserting after the J COJM\a the following: • all public buildings con-
S structed by any political subdivision of the state,•. 

H-6405 FILED .-&~.Afq BY RINAS of L1nn 
I<PRIL 26, 1976 ~ ~~~•(, 1 ,,-) 

H-6406 
l Amend Senate File 1207 as fallows: 
2 l. Page 3, line 31, by inserting after the 
3 period the following: "Certification ot manu-
4 facturing com~anies by the deoartment of housing 
5 and urban development, federai housing administra-
6 tion, or other accepted inspection agencies shall 
7 qualify '!nobile home systems". 
8 Inspection fees shall only be imposed ·when 
9 no previous inspection has been pe>:formed unde~: 

10 "mobile home systems" criteria." 
P.-6406 FILED· C<~J '!'/.:, BY MILLER of Buchanan 
APRIL 26, 1976 (~1 91) 

SENATE FILE 1207 

H-6407 

1 Amend amendment H-6166 to Senate File 1207 
2 as passed and reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 l. Page I, line 7 by striking ", all" • 

. 4 2. Page 1, line 8 by striking "mobile homes 
5 in mobile home parks". 

H-6407 FILED-,('...._,. of/-< (:;!H} BY WOODS of Polk 
APRIL 26, 197<5 
S-5752 

1 Amend the House amendment, S-5706, to Senate 2 File 1207 as amended, passed, and reprinted by the 3 Senate as follows: 
4 1. Page 2, by striking lines 11 th>:ough 18. 5 2. Page 4' by striking lines 35 and 36. 6 3. Page 4, by striking lines 37 and 38. 7 4. Page 4, by striking line 39. 8 5. Page 4' by striking line 48 through page 9 '>. line 12. 

S-5752 FILED 
MAY 11, 1976 BY JAMES W. GRTFPTN. <P 

SENATE FILE 1207 

S-5764 

l Amend the Bouse amendment, S-5706, to Senate 
2 File 1207 as amended, passed and reprinted by the 
3 Senate as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by striking lines 48 through 50. 
5 2. Page 2, by striking line 1. 
6 3. Page S, by inserting after line 12 the 
7 following: 
8 "43. The title, line 1, by inserting a!ter the 
g word "Act• the words "relating to improvements to 

10 real property,"." 

S-5764 FILED 
MAY 12, 1976 BY J~1ES W. GRIFFIN, SR. 


