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Approved 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to impose a maximum fifty-five mile per hour speed limit 

on the public highways of this state, subject to penalties 

provided by law. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 57 4 ·<L 

S-4185 
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1\mend Senate File 574, page 4, by inserting after 
line 1 the following:--

"Sec. Chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), 
Coc1e 197 5-, -is amended by adding the following new 
section: 

NEW SECTION. The provisions of sections two (2) 
thro"ll.gh ___ "fiv8(5) of this 1\ct, shall be effo.ct:ive until 
federal laws no longer require a Maximum fifty-five 
miles per hour speed limit to be eligi.ble for approval 
by the secretary of transportation of the state highway 
construction projects at which time the speed laws 
shall be those laws in effect prior to June 1, 1975.~ 

S-4185 FILED 
JUNE 12, 1975 

BY RICHARD J. NORPEL, SR. 
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1 Section 1. Section three hundred twenty-one point two 

2 hundred ten (321.210), Code 1975, is amended by adding the 

3 following new paragraph: 

4 NEW PARAGRAPH. A person's operator's or chauffeur's license 

5 shall not be suspended under the point system promulgated 

6 by the department for violations of the speed restrictions 

7 of this chapter where the person has not exceeded the posted 

8 speed limit by twenty miles per hour. Violations of the speed 

9 restrictions of this chapter by a speed of up to twenty miles 

10 per hour over the posted speed limit do not constitute a 

11 violation of subsections one (1) through seven (7) of this 

12 section and such violations shall not be grounds for suspension 

13 or revocation of an operator's or chauffeur's license. 

14 Sec. 2. Section three hundred twenty-one point two hundred 

15 eighty-five (321.285), subsections five (5), seven (7), and 

16 eight (8), Code 1975, are amended to read as follows: 

17 5. Sf~~y Fifty-five miles per hour from sunset to sunrise 

18 and se~efi~Y fifty-five miles per hour from sunrise to sunset. 

19 7. Reasonable and proper, but not greater than sfHey 

20 fifty-five miles per hour at any time between sunrise and 

21 sunset, and not greater than fifty miles per hour at any time 

22 between sunset and sunrise, on secondary roads unless such 

23 roads are surfaced with concrete or asphalt or a combination 

24 of both, in which case the speed limits shall be the same 

25 as provided in subsection 5 of this section. \ihenever the 

26 board of supervisors of any county shall determine upon the 

27 basis of an engineering and traffic investigation conducted 

28 by the department when so requested by said board that the 

29 speed limit on any secondary road is greater than is reasonable 

30 and proper under the conditions found to exist at any 

31 intersection or other place or upon any part of a secondary 

32 road, said board shall determine and declare a reasonable 

33 and proper speed limit thereat. Such speed limits as 

34 determined by the board of supervisors shall be effective 

35 when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected by 
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1 the board of supervisors at such intersection or other place 

2 or part of the highway. 

3 8. Notwithstanding any other speed restrictions, the 

4 speed limits for all vehicular traffic, except vehicles subject 

5 to the provisions of section 321.286 on fully controlled-

6 access, divided, multilaned highways ~~e~~eee-~~7-a~e-as-a 

7 t:'a~'\::-e£7 including the national system of interstate highways 

8 designated by the federal e~~ea~-e:E-t:'~b~~e-~eaes highway 

9 administration and this state (23 U.S.C. 103 (d)) shall be 

10 seven'l::y-:E~ve fifty-five miles per hour :E~em-s~H~~se-~e-sHRse~ 

11 aRa-s~*-ey-:E~¥"e-FR~±es-t:'e~-l'ie~~-:E~em-s~~seoe-ee-s~~~~se,-e*eepoe 

12 ~l'ia-e-oefie-speee-±~ffi~e-fe~-any-me~er-¥"el'i~e±e-e~aw~~~-a-e~e-wfiee± 

13 e~-ewe-wfiee±-e~a±±e~-er-a-eaHeem-wfiee±-e~a~±er-sfia±±-be-s~*ey-

14 :E:i:ve-m±±es-~e~-fie~~. However, the department or the cities, 

15 with the approval of the department, may establish a lower 

16 speed limit upon such highways located within the corporate 

17 limits of any city used as city alternate routes, commonly 

18 referred to as ~:E~eewaysv~ "freeways". For the purposes of 

19 this subsection a fully controlled-access highway is a high\vay 

20 that gives preference to through traffic by providing access 

21 connections with selected public roads only and by prohibiting 

22 crossings at grade or direct private driveway connections. 

23 It is further provided that a minimum speed of forty miles 

24 per hour, road conditions permitting, shall be established 

25 on the highways referred to in this subsection. 

26 Sec. 3. Section three hundred twenty-one point two hundred 

27 eighty-six (321.286), subsection one (1), Code 1975, is amended 

28 to read as follows: 

29 1. 8~*-ey-:E~"e Fifty-five miles per hour on all fully 

30 controlled-access, divided, multilaned highways including 

31 interstate fi~~fiway-sys~ems highways. 

32 Sec. 4. Section three hundred twenty-one point two hundred 

33 eighty-seven (321.287), Code 1975, is amended to read as 

34 follows: 

35 321.287 BUS SPEED LIMITS. No passenger-carrying motor 

-2-

CPA-3494e !/71 



S.F • ..s7tf H.F. 

1 vehicle used as a common carrier, except school buses, shall 

2 be driven upon the highways at a greater rate of speed than 

3 s~*~Y fifty-five miles per hour at any time. No school bus 

4 shall be operated in violation of section 321.377. 

5 Sec. 5. Section three hundred twenty-one point three 

6 hundred seventy-seven (321.377), Code 1975, is amended to 

7 read as follows: 

8 321.377 SPEED OF SCHOOL BUS. No motor vehicle in use 

9 as a school bus shall be operated at a speed in excess of 

10 s~*ey fifty-five miles per hour on any fully controlled-access, 

11 divided, multilaned highways, interstate ft.~~ft.way-syseeffi 

12 highways or on any four-lane primary highway. When not in 

13 operation on an interstate highway system or on any four-lane 

14 primary highway, the maximum speed for a school bus shall 

15 be fifty miles per hour when used for purposes of an 

16 educational trip or for transporting pupils to and from any 

17 extracurricular activity, and forty-five miles per hour at 

18 all other times. Any violation of this section, by a driver, 

19 shall be deemed sufficient cause for canceling his contract. 

20 For the purpose of this section, interstate highways means 

21 those highways included in the national system of interstate 

22 highways designated by the federal e~~ea~-e£-~~e±~e-~eaas 

23 highway administration and this state. 

24 Sec. 6. Chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), Code 1975, 

25 is amended by adding the following new section: 

26 NEW SECTION. VIOLATIONS OF SPEED RESTRICTIONS. Upon 

27 conviction of a violation of the speed restrictions of this 

28 chapter of up to ten miles per hour over the posted speed 

29 limit, a person may be punished only by a fine which shall 

30 not exceed ten dollars. Court costs shall not be imposed 

31 for a violation punished under this section. 

32 Sec. 7. Section seven hundred fifty-three point fifteen 

33 (753.15), subsection six (6), Code 1975, is amended to read 

34 as follows: 

35 6. Excess speed up to ten miles per hour over the legal 
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1 limit, ~weft~Y ten dollars. 

2 EXPLANATION 

3 'I'his bill provides a maximum speed limit of fifty-five 

4 miles per hour on all of the highways in this state. It also 

5 places a limit on the punishment for speeding violations 

6 within a one-year period and limits suspension of operator's 

7 and chauffeur's licenses for speeding violations. 
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