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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the routing of transmission lines. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. M H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section four hundred eighty-nine point eighteen 

2 {489.18}, Code 1975, is amended to road as follows: 

3 489.18 SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION--LOCATION. The state 

4 commerce con'Tiission shall have pm·Ter of supervision over the 

5 construction of said transmission line and over its future 

6 operation and maintenance. Sa~d-~~aRSR~ss~eH-±~He-sfia±±-ee 

7 eeHs~~~e~ee-Rea~-aHe-~a~a±±e±-~e-ehe-~~~h~-ef-way-e~-eee 

8 ~a~±ways-e€ The transmission line shall be constructed over, 

9 under, along, through or across public lands and high<:.·ravs 

10 wherever the same is practicable and reasonable unless the 

11 commission determines that a more economical location on 

12 private lands is available or that a location on a highway 

13 will interfere with the use of the highv.ray by the public. 

14 The commission shall require such supportincr structures and 

15 locations on the high\,7ay as is practicable and reasonable 

16 to prevent interference with the use of the hiahway by the 

17 public. If the commission determines that the construction 

18 of a transmission line along the high~1ay is not the most 

19 economical or interferes with the use of the highwav by the 

20 public, the transmission line may be constructed on private 

21 lands provided such construction shall be near and parallel 
22 to the right-of-\Jay o:: a railuay or highFay of the state or 

along the division lines of the lands, according to the 

government survey thereof, wherever the same is practicable 

and reasonable, and so as not to interfere with the use by 

the public of the highways or streams of the state, nor 

unnecessarily interfere with the use of any lands by the 

occupant thereof. 

Sec. 2. Section four hundred eighty-nine point tv.renty 

(489.20), Code 1975, is amended to read as follmvs: 
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489.20 DISTANCE FROH BUILDNGS. No transmission line shall 

be constructed, except by agreement, within one hundred feet 

of any dvJellina house e:f."-eefie:f."-e~~±e~R~, except '\<There said 

line crosses or passes along a public hiahway or is located 

alongside or parallel with the right of way of any railway 
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S.F. ~~~ H.F • 

1 company. In addition to the foregoing, each person, coMpany, 

2 or corporation shall conform to any other rules, regulations, 

3 or specifications established by the state commerce commission, 

4 in the construction, operation, or maintenance of such lines. 

5 EXPLANATION 

6 The bill requires the Iowa State Commerce Commission to 

7 route transmission lines within or near and parallel public 

8 rights-of-way and property division lines whenever reasonable 

9 and practicable. The bill also allows transMission lines to 

10 be constructed within one hundred feet of uninhabited buildings 

11 without requiring agreement by the owner. 
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SENATE FILE 188 
,· S-5373 

1 Amend Senate File 188 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 1 through 28 and 
3 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "Section 1. Section four hundred eighty-nine point 
5 five (!!89.5), Code 1975, is amended to read as fol-
6 lows: 
7 489.5 NOTICE--OBJECTIONS FILED. Upon the filing 
8 of such petition, the commission shall cause a notice, 
9 addressed to the citizens of each county through which 

10 the proposed line or lines will extend, to be published 
11 in a newspaper located in each such county for two 
12 consecutive weeks. Saio notice shall contain a general 
13 statement of the contents and purpose of the petition, 
14 a general description of the lands and highways to 
15 be traversed by the proposed line or lines, and shall 
16 state that any objections thereto must be filed in 
17 writing with the commission not later than twenty 
18 days after the date of last publication of the notice. 
19 Any person, company, city, public agency, or 
20 corporation whose rights may he affected, shall have 
21 the right to file written objections to the proposed 
22 improvement or to the granting of such franchise; 
23 such objections shall be filed with the commission 
24 not later than twenty days after the date of last 
25 publication and shall state the grounds therefor. 
26 The commission may allow objections to be filed later 
27 in which event the applicant must be given reasonable 
28 time to meet such late objections. 
29 Sec. 2. Section four hundred eighty-nine point 
30 eighteen (489.18), Code 1975, is amended by striking 
31 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the follow-
32 ing: 
33 489.18 SUPERVISION OF COtlSTRUCTION--LOCATION. 
34 The commission shall have the authority to supervise 
35 the construction, operation, and maintenance of 
36 electric transmission lines. A transmission line 
37 route shall be near.and parallel to a railroad right-
38 of-way, or government survey land division line 
39 wherever such a route is the most practicable and 
40 "reasonable. The conmission may approve other routes 
41 if it finds that adherence to a railway or land 
42 division line will be impractical or unreasonarle. 
43 The commission shall not approve any route that will 
44 unnecessarily interfere with the puhlic use of highways 
45 or streams, or with the use of private property. 
46 If a dispute arises concerning the determination of 
47 jurisdiction over public lands of the state, or a 
48 county, township or school corporation, the dispute 
49 shall be resolved by the executive council. The 
50 determination of jurisdiction by the council shall PAGE 2- ----·-. ·-· - ·- - -···~~-···-----~·-·--·· 

1 
2 
3 

·\ 4 

5 
6 

be binding on all parties to the dispute." 
2. Page l, line 33, be inserting after the word 

"bnifdin9" the words "occupied by natural persons". 
3. Renumber sections and correct internal refer

ences as may be necessary in accordance with this 
amendment. 

S-5373 FILED 
ttMARCH 18, 1976 Rj 'Rl\ V 'l'l\ VT.fYR 
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S-3489 

I Amend Senate File 188, page 1, by inserting 
2 after line 28 the following: 
3 "If the commission determines that the construc-
4 tion of a transmission line over property owned by 
5 the state conservation commission or a county con-

'/ 

6 servation board is practicable and reasonable and 
7 approves the route, the property owned by the state 
8 conservation commission or a county conservation 
9 board shall be subject to the condemnation under 

10 chapter four hundred seventy-two (472) of the Code." 

'

! S-3489 FILED 

~------~A=P=RI~L~9=1 ~1~9~7-5 ______ _ 

BY RAY TAYLOR 
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S-3627 
1 Amend Sem;. te l~ile 188 :.!.S fu:L lows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striki~g lines l through 23 and insert-
3 ing in lieu thereof tile follO\rinL;: 
4 "Section 1. Section four imndrcd eie;'" ty-!1inc poi!1t 
5 eighteen (lt39.13), Code 1975, is amenr.icd by stri',{LnE; 
6 the sectton and inserting in J.ieu thereof the followin~: 
7 489.18 SUP:;i;KVIS}ON Of CJNS':'l(LiCT 1\J~·!--LOC/,.'f ~0::. Tbe 
8 state COnl!Yl8l'CC COHE:l~SSiOil snall have pOHGl' O:i~ ~.uper-
9 viis ion over the construction of s<.dd. trar.srnj_ss l.on line 

10 and over its future onerations and maintenace. The 
11 state coticnerce cora;nis~ton shall h<:..ve the nm:er to 
12 determine as an issue of fact v1r1ether tr1e- applicc-mt' s 
13 proposed route for said transmission line is reason-
14 able and practicable, eiving considerati~n to routes 
15 near and parallel to the right of way of the railways 
16 of the state or parallel to the division lines of the 
17 lands, accordine .to the go'T3:cnment survey thGreof. 
18 Said ri~ht of way shall nut unnacessarily interfere 
19 with the use by the public of highways or strc~8S in 
20 - the state nor unnccess<n'ily interfere \·ri th the use of 
21 ~ lancis by the occupant thereof." 
S-3627 FILED BY COMMERCE COMMITTEE 
APRIL 25, 1975 LOWELL JUNKINS, CHAIRMAN 

·-------·--------------·-----. 


